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The September meeting  will be on  
Monday 7th September (Covid  permitting)  
The deadline for the September Warbler is 

Friday 28th August 2020   

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the  
Society or its’  Committee  

 

 
 

The August Meeting will once again be conducted via 
Zoom commencing at 8pm 

 
Please look out for Andy’s Invitation and Zoom Link.  

 
Further Information to follow. 
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August 2020 
 

Hello Everyone!! 
 
Welcome to another Chairman’s Chatter after what has been a long and testing 
2019/20 season for us as match officials, the game of football itself and to the 
whole world in general. 
 
I trust you’re all keeping as well as can be as we move towards more restric-
tions being lifted and hopefully a slightly more “normal” world, whatever that 
means these days? 
 
I’m going to try and keep this as upbeat and football related as possible as we 
have a lot to look forward to here at Woking Society. 
 
I write this on the day that Bournemouth are exploring the possibility of taking 
legal action against goal-line technology provider Hawkeye. The cynic in some 
of you may say they’re clutching at some pretty thin straws after what has been 
an uncharacteristically poor season which has led to them being relegated. Oth-
ers may say, equally as cynically, it was only a matter of time before this kind of 
thing started to happen. Either way, it will be interesting to see if anything comes 
of this one. 
 
August 1st 2020 is a pretty significant date as it marks the return of football being 
allowed to be played providing a risk assessment has been undertaken by the 
home club and has been shared to all relevant parties (including us match offi-
cials) ahead of the game. 
Please make sure that with any pre-season games you want to get involved 
with, that you have completed all the necessary checks with the home club and 
more importantly, you’re comfortable with doing the actual game. Whilst we 
have ALL missed football, nothing is worth risking at the detriment of your health 
so please take care and do things properly. 
 
Also, please make sure that all of you that are actively looking to officiate next 
season have re-registered with Surrey FA – you won’t be allowed to do anything 
until this is done and I know that the office staff at County HQ are starting to fil-
ter back in for so many hours each week now, many to cope with the referee 
registration paperwork. 
 
A few of us have been lucky enough to be involved in some games over the last 
few weeks – I managed to get my ugly mug onto BT Sport when running the line 
at Yeovil Town for their Playoff Eliminator with Barnet and fellow Woking mem-
bers Jack Oxenham & Tom Ellsmore did us proud when acting as ARs’ on the 
National League South Playoff Semi-Final between Havant & Waterlooville and 
Dartford – well done lads, great work as always!! 
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It looks as if grassroots football is going to be upon us soon so please do the 
usual stuff and offer your services to the many great leagues we have around the 
county and beyond. Let’s make sure our good friend Adie Freeman is inundated 
with lots of Woking referees for the SCILW and the G&WAL. 
 
Dates looking likely for football restarting are as follows: 

Step 5&6 – Saturday 5th September 
Step 3&4 – Saturday 19th September 
National League – Sat 3rd October 
EFL – Saturday 12th September 
Premier League – Saturday 12th September 

 
Our next Zoom event will be on Tuesday 4th August at 8pm when our very own 
Pat Bakhuizen will be presenting the Law Amendments for the 2020/21 season. 
As always, this is really important  for us all so I’d urge as many of you as possi-
ble to attend – the invite has been sent out so please get it in your diaries and 
calendars and we’ll see you there!! 
 
There will also be another invite coming out soon for the 10th August when we’re 
planning another Woking Society evening. I’m just working on the format but I’m 
hoping that we will be joined by a special guest and if that isn’t quite possible, 
we’ve got lots of clips to go through that will keep us 
busy like always. 
 
Again, if you can attend, please do so as the previous 
two have been a lot of fun and also very educational 
with lots of talking points, discussion and learning. 
 
Right, I’ll leave you all in peace for now and I’m looking 
forward to seeing you all for Pat’s evening on the 4th 
August. 
 
See you soon!! 
 

Andy 

Congratulations to Martin Read who is this year’s worthy recipient 
of the Chairman's Cup. This trophy is awarded each year to  the 
Society member who in the opinion of the Chairman has made an 
outstanding contribution to the Society. Martin, as well as being an 
important committee member has been responsible for the suc-
cess of our Christmas Dinner at Hoebridge for the last six  years. It 
is hoped we can present Martin with the trophy soon.  
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2020/21 Membership 

39 Full Members 

6 Friends 

1 Affiliate Member 

76  Referees trained in 2019/2020 

57 still to renew 

2020 Current Status  

General £2,207.51 

Supplies £198.14 

Belgium £0.00 

Training Fund £185.97 

Centenary Fund (formerly 
Youth Fund) 

£271.50 

Total £2,863.12 

♦ IFAB Laws of the Game. I have ordered copies of the latest printed edi-
tion for those who requested one. I have also ordered 5 spare copies. I’ve 
not received notification yet as to when they will be available.  

 
♦ IFAB Laws of the Game App. The IFAB App has updated and now in-

cludes all the changes and amendments for 2020/21. A very useful tool if 
you’ve not already downloaded it on your smart phone of tablet.  

 
♦ The Christmas Dinner at Hoebridge has been cancelled for this year. 

Covid 19 permitting, we will endeavour to provide an alternative Christmas 
celebration at our December meeting.  

 
♦ Covid 19 Football Restart Guidance for Referees has been sent out by 

Surrey FA and also by Pat,. I have found additional information aimed at 
U18s and youth football which I have reproduced on page  

 
♦ Pure Gym I’ve noticed that one of the benefits of being a member of the 

RA is that you can get reduced subscription and no joining fee at Pure 
Gym, one branch of which can be found in Arthurs Bridge Rd ,Woking.  

 
♦ Society Membership Subscriptions. As the National RA is subsidising 

the insurance part of your subs we have been able to reduce the fee by £4 
this year bringing the cost down to £32 and £21 depending on whether you 
choose to have hard or electronic copy of the Warbler each month. Jacko 
has been in touch with those who have already paid and most have do-
nated the £4 difference to the Society Centenary Fund.   
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 Vanarama National League Playoff Final  
Wembley Stadium 
Sunday 2nd August 
Harrogate Town vs Notts County 
AR2: Andy Bennett 
 
Vanarama National League Playoff Eliminator 
Saturday 25th July 
Yeovil Town vs Barnet 
AR1: Andy Bennett 
 
National League South Playoff Semi-Final  
Havant & Waterlooville v Dartford –  
A/Rs Jack Oxenham & Tom Ellsmore  

In his article on page 20,. Dick Sawden Smith asks the recurring question as to 
why player discipline is different in Football compared with Rugby League and 
Rugby Union and probably most other professional team sports I surmise. As he 
says the problem stems in most part from the attitude of players at the top. It all 
boils down, I feel, to money. The amount of investment in players and facilities in 
the Premiership is vast with money pouring in from TV companies as well as 
multi millionaires, all of whom are looking for a return on their investments.  
 
Sky and Bt Sport pour millions into the game in the premise that the football lov-
ing public will take out subscriptions to watch their favourite teams and players. 
There is therefore an expectation that the top players, who are themselves paid 
exorbitant, mind boggling amounts of money, will appear and perform on the 
pitch.  Should then a mere referee have the temerity to send off these prima don-
nas for so much as questioning his or her decision then you can be sure said 
referee will not be doing so for long.  At the end of the day its all comes down to 
money. As one of my favourite guitarists, the late JJ Cale said “ Money Talks”  
 
As has been pointed out on more than one occasion, at the higher levels of the 
game there is a different expectation regarding player discipline and often the in-
terpretation of the Laws of the Game.  One of which is the increasing amount of 
time goalkeepers now hang onto the ball before releasing it  back into play. What 
happened to the 6 second rule?  Watching games recently I’ve  noticed goal-
keepers waiting more than double that without any sanctions.  
If a ‘keeper was doing that at local parks level, you can bet your life opposition 
player would be bending the refs ear.  “ 6 seconds Ref” ! 
 

See you at a Zoom soon .           Mac  
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20/21  

10th August    Society Meeting  -   

7th September   Society Meeting  -  David Phillips  

5th October   Society Meeting  - Tony Dean  

2nd November   Society Meeting  - Charlotte Crook  

14th December   Society Christmas Dinner   CANCELLED 

4th January   Society Meeting 

1st February   Society Meeting  - Steve Worsley 

1st March    Society meeting  AGM  

 

So as we head into the new season, it’s time to look at the new laws of the 
game for 2020/21.  Although there are only a few changes, it’s important to 
know them as there are some significant changes to be very clear on. I will be 
sending out the full IFAB presentation to all of you, so for those who didn’t 
make it to the zoom meeting can get a good look at the laws and the example 
videos. 
 
Obviously as we head into pre-season games, 
please ensure you adhere to the Covid 19 guidance 
from the FA to safeguard yourselves and players, so 
we can continue to enjoy the beautiful game we all 
love and hopefully the leagues can start soon. 
 
Enjoy reading the summary of the changes, Have 
Fun, Stay Safe and hopefully before too long we can 
meet up at Loop Road and get that banter going 
again. 
 

Pat 



The Warbler                                                                The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society  

10 

 Player “Please Lino can I take 
my corner?  
Andy  “ Just you wait “   

Andy  “ Ok you’re excused  - 
You can put you’re hand down 
now. “ 

 
Huge congratulations to Eliza 
Bisley on being awarded The 
Denis Wells Shield, as Woking 
Referees’ Society Young Referee 
of The Year 2019/20 in only her 
first year of refereeing 
 
Read all about Eliza’s and Mum 
Jackie’s refereeing journey in this 
issue  (page 26) as told to the 
Surrey FA  

Andy with Flag and Pointy Finger at National Playoff Eliminator   
Yeovil v Barnet 25th July 2020 
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Additional Covid 19 Guidance For Under 18 Referees 
and Youth Football.  

 
In addition to the guidance sent to all referees by both Surrey FA and Woking 
Referees’ Society and knowing that many of our members are U18 and or refe-
ree youth football, the following should be noted.  
 
♦ Upon arrival at the match/venue, all under-18 referees should contact the 

home club’s Covid-19 officer or Welfare Officer to let them know they have 
arrived and to agree the plan for the match and resolve any questions. 

 
♦ Under-18 referees should not give their personal details (e.g. phone num-

ber) to anyone on matchday. Should details be requested by the home club 
for participation in the NHS Test and Trace process, please discuss this in 
advance with your parents/carers and if appropriate, give their details. 

 
♦ Referees in youth football are advised not to tie players’ shoe laces.  
 
♦ To demonstrate throw-ins etc. you are to maintain ‘onemetre plus’ distanc-

ing.  
 
♦ If you are an under-18 referee and have with any questions away from 

matchday, please contact your County FA. You can find a list of County FA 
contacts on the Reference Guide at the back of this magazine.  

 
♦  All referees of youth football matches are encouraged to agree with both 

coaches before the match the expectations around social-distancing and 
stoppages, as well as providing regular hygiene breaks. Coaches are re-
quired to communicate this to their players, team officials and all parents/
carers who may be social distancing as spectators.  

 
♦ Referees play an important part in safeguarding so should ensure they refer 

to the safeguarding section of The FA’s Covid-19 Guidance on re-starting 
outdoor competitive grassroots football. 

 

  The full Referee Specific Guidance on Restarting Football can 
also be found on our website. www.wokingreferees.co.uk  

Two red blood cells met and fell in love. 
But alas, it was all in vein. 
 

Went for a job as a barman, the manager said show me how you would pull a 
Stella, I said ok, “what amazing eyes you have.” 
 
What’s the opposite of isolate? 
You so early 

You Must Be Joking  
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Law Changes Summary for Season 2020/21 

Law 1 – The Field of Play 
• Goalposts and the crossbar may be a combination of the four basic shapes. 

 
Law 10 – Determining the Outcome of a Match 
• Yellow cards (YCs) and warnings are not carried forward into kicks from the  
penalty mark (KFPM). 

• See also changes to Law 14 relating to KFPM 

 
Law 11 – Offside 
• Deliberate handball by a defending player is considered ‘deliberate play’ for off-
side. 
 
Law 12 – Fouls and Misconduct  - Handball: 
• the boundary between the shoulder and the arm 
is defined as the bottom of the armpit. 
 
• ‘accidental’ handball by an attacking player (or 
team-mate) is only penalised if it occurs   
‘immediately’ before a goal or clear goal-scoring 
opportunity. 

• A goalkeeper can receive a YC or be sent off 
(RC) for ‘illegally’ touching the ball a second time 
after a restart (e.g. goal kick, free kick etc.) even if 
the touch is with the hand/arm. 

• Any offence (not only a foul) which ‘interferes 
with or stops a promising attack’ should result in a 
YC. 

• A player who fails to respect the 4m required distance at a dropped ball should 
receive a YC. 
 
• If the referee plays advantage or allows a ‘quick’ free kick for an offence which 
‘interfered with or stopped a promising attack’, the YC is not issued. 
 
Law 12 – Fouls and Misconduct 
• The order of the bullet points defining handball offences has been re-arranged. 

 
Law 14 – The Penalty Kick 
• Additional bullet points relating to goalkeeper offences have been included. 
• The summary table of offences at a penalty kick has been updated and reor-
ganised. 
 

VAR protocol 
• The text in the ‘Review’ section has been rearranged to emphasise the expecta-

tion that most VAR reviews will be ‘on-field reviews’ (OFRs). 
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Farnham & District Sunday 
Veterans League 

 

This season sees 54 team 7 divisions  in the Farnham and District League. The 
area coverts Surrey, Hampshire and Berkshire.  
The fees this year are  £40 per game.  
Any referees  interested please contact the appointments secretary :-   
Colin Barnet at cbarnett5978184@aol.com   or mobile 07831404066    
 

Isthmian Youth League 
 
Roger Wells has recently taken over as Appointments Secretary for the Isthmian 
Youth League and are looking for both Referees and Assistants Referees. The 
games are played on either Monday or Thursday evenings and include the youth 
players from the following teams  
Aldershot Town, Bedfont Sports, Bracknell Town, Camberley Town, Carshalton 
Athletic, Chertsey Town, Chipstead, Dorking Wanderers, Hampton & Richmond 
Borough, Hayes & Yeading United, Kingstonian, Leatherhead, Marlow, Metro-
politan Police, Northwood, Uxbridge, South Park, Sutton Common Rovers, Sut-
ton United, Wealdstone  Whyteleafe and Woking. 
If you are interested in either the Middles and / or Assistant on this leagues then 
please contact Roger on  07723 304332  email roger.wells99@outlook.com 
 

Combined Counties Football League 
 
The above league are looking for Assistant Referees. If interested please con-
tact Martin Etheridge at etheridgemartin@aol.com 
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Adie Gets Sand in his Drum Kit 
 
Writing this article the Premier League has now finished and the relegation battle 
plus the fight to the wire for Champion’s League and Europa League are over. It 
is always sad to see teams relegated but it has to be some teams – that’s the 
way it works. 
 
On to our Grass Roots football and we had a recent SGM on Microsoft Teams 
meeting for the G&WAFL. It is anticipated that it will commence on the 26th of 
September 2020 so please ensure you have sent me your registration and let 
me have your availability.  
 
To assist the clubs it has been decided to divide the Premier, Div 1 and Div 2 into 
2 sections each respectively. These are divided as the North and South so I will 
be attempting to help you Referees with appointments accordingly. I have not 
had firm confirmation from the SCILW concerning the season start date but I 
think it will be around the same time. Again if you have not completed your 
SCILW Referee Registration please do so at your earliest convenience. For the 
record, if you are unsure or unhappy with officiating at this time I will not force 
you to do so. Your safety is paramount. 
 
To bring you up to date with what has been happening in the Freeman house-
hold. As soon as the ‘lockdown’ was announced in March my company immedi-
ately issued me with a letter declaring me as a ‘key- worker’ so all through I have 
been working as normal. Like most of you my holiday breaks were curtailed but 
we hope to go down to the coast for a few days in late August. Diane has left 
Bramley School and starts her new post at Puttenham so I think she will need a 
break – safety permitting. Diane unfortunately contracted labyrinthitis in April 
which laid her low for around 5 weeks but we have purchased her a Fiesta to get 
to and from work. 
 
We have been ordering many things on the Internet and one comical issues 
comes to mind. I order this sanding drum kit with over 300 pieces from Amazon. 
The date it was due to be delivered we had a note saying it would not fit through 
the letter box. We duly filled in the form on line to have it delivered two days later. 
Diane stayed in all day and at 4:30pm heard something come through the letter 
box. She rushed outside and the Royal Mail guy 
said ‘yes’ that was the parcel from Monday – exas-
perating as Diane stayed in all day. 
 
The late Mother-in-Law’s flat was eventually sold 
as the solicitors for the purchaser were furloughed 
– ours worked from home. Diane dumped some 
into my bank account as we intend to upgrade the 
kitchen and downstairs bathroom only for me to get 
an enquiry from the bank. I guess they thought I 
was money-laundering!! 
 
Stay Safe 
 

Adie  
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Viewpoint 
from a Referees' Secretary to his Panel 

 
The Old season finishes and a new one begins. As referees what are we to do? 
We give our open dates so that we can be sure our Referees' Secretary knows our 
commitment to their competition, We then trust him to fulfil all the engage-ments 
that we require as early as possible, so that if we are going in for promotion we can 
make the necessary arrangements. 
 
He, in return, also trusts us to our word, he does not expect us to do other Leagues 
on the same day and same times we have agreed with him. 
 
What would you do if you were the Referees' Secretary and I said to you that I 
could not do today's game as I am not feeling well, but you find that I was then tak-
ing part in another league of 5-a-side competition? When somebody asks me what I 
am doing the following Sunday, and I reply 'nothing', knowing full that I have given 
that date to a league and do not notify you as Referees '  
 
Can you not feel for that Secretary who has endeavoured to do the job to the best 
of his ability on your behalf? For example, arranging a full and early fixture 
list for your benefit, or assembling your markings to the County for your promo-tion, 
etc. 
 
Where are you or your thoughts when the Secretary attends league meetings and 
does battle with the committee and defends you from club secretaries, justify-ing 
your fees and retention on the panel, and will not have a bad word spoken about 
you. 
 
I can understand the ambitious referee. However, a bad habit of chasing or choos-
ing your games/plums will not be tolerated on any of the Contributory Leagues or 
the Premier League. 
 
Remember this follows you around. Reliability is the key. People quickly learn about 
you and your character and the old saying is 'We see you up there' and 4We see 
you pass us coming down'. 
 
I'm not pointing any fingers, but leave it to your soul searching. So don't you think 
you should toe the line and be more reliable - you must show younger ref-erees a 
good example that they should follow. I hope your new season will be a great im-
provement on the last one. 
 
Alex Myers 
 
Courtesy of the Second Referees’ Digest  1994  
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Thinking About the Game 
 

'Thinking about the Game' was Ken Aston's topic when speaking to Slough 
Referees. He opened his talk with the message for every referee - The more you 
put into the game, the more you will get out." 
Every referee has potential but not everyone is achieving that potential because 
they are not thinking enough about the game. For instance: where is the best 
posi-tion for the referee to stand at a penalty kick? He needs to be able to see 
both the kicker and the keeper at the same time. Surely then, the best position is 
behind the kicker. 
 

THINK ABOUT IT 
Referees have two problems: 
1.  Referees have total power. They need to think about how they exercise 
their power during a game. They should use the power with empathy, under-
stand-ing, courage and good humour. Make sure the power works for you. 
THINK ABOUT your relationships with the players. There are different ways of 
dealing with trouble; try to be good tempered. Having blown up for foul play 
never run towards the offender because: 
a) he knows he is wrong - let him stew about what action you will take 
b) the walk gives you time to calm down 
c) the walk gives you time to THINK ABOUT what needs to be said. 
 
2. "Automatic mentality" 
Referees should not go into every game on "automatic pilot." Every game is dif-
ferent and referees need to THINK ABOUT their approach to each game. 
For instance, where does the referee stand at a corner? He needs to THINK 
ABOUT the standard of football, the weather, the size of the pitch, the state of 
the game. 
Always THINK ABOUT your position. You should know why you are where you 
are. 
Referees need to THINK ABOUT how they use aids such as the whistle and sig-
nals. 
Whistle - use it to express how you feel. Be First and Be Fast! Make players be-
lieve you know what you are doing. Do not be monotonous in your use of the 
whistle. 
 
The rule Be First and Be Fast should always be used except when the ball goes 
in the net. When the ball goes in the net you should do 4 things 
1. THINK 
2. Consult - the linesmen (usually visually) 
3. Decide - the outcome 
4. Announce - the result 
However, do not let the whistle absolve you from taking the appropriate and 
proper action with a player. 
 
Signals - should be definite and authoritative. Straight right arm. 
THINK ABOUT your demeanour. 
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Turning to some of the problems faced by referees, Ken Aston focused on two 
areas: 
 
Penalty Kick - in particular a penalty kick of the second kind, i.e. one in which 
there is a certain amount of disagreement. 
THINK ABOUT the position you should take to minimise the protests of the 
players. On the edge of the penalty area, level with the 6-yard line. THINK 
ABOUT it. 
 
Self Induced - the use of advantage. THINK ABOUT the maxim "Never use 
advantage to your own disadvantage." As a general rule never use advantage 
for a serious physical foul and for a foul on the goalkeeper. 
 
Ken Aston left us with the thought "REFEREEING IS THINKING." 
 
As referees we should all think more about the game, our performance, our fit-
ness, our positioning, our relationships with linesmen and players, our training, 
our future. 
 
To end as I began - "The more you put into the game, the more you will get out 
of it." 
Stuart Barnett 
 
I spotted this in the Second Referee’s Digest. Ken Aston was of course the  
“inventor” of the yellow & red cards. Mac  

All cartoons courtesy of Tony Murphy  
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AshTaxis 
  6 Seater Taxi 
Airports , Docks, Social Functions
  

           

    Competitive Prices 
   24 hours by appointment 
 
   Contact —Colin Barnett on 
   Tel.  01252 328957 
   Fax  01252 654811 
   Mob  07831 404 066 
   E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com  
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Can We Learn From Rugby League?  
 

When it became obvious that the pandemic would affect local RA meetings, I 
suggested to the RA that they put together some form of online training for 
members. They thanked me for my suggestion but I heard nothing more for 
some time. then they came up with probably a better idea. Regular Zoom meet-
ings with guest speakers, something of course mirrored by many local RA 
branches. 
 
The choice of the first speaker may have surprised some members, Brian No-
ble, billed as a legend of Rugby League. I have only attended one Rugby 
League match and saw little in common with our form of football but Brian made 
two points, to which I think our game should give some thought.  
 
Faced with the often-asked question, ‘Why is it that there is such a difference in 
the way  players of each code react against the referee decisions they don’t 
like.  In football the players will often surround the referee in an aggressive 
manner, whist in rugby, both League and Union, they will accept the decision 
and get on with the game.? “  
Brian’s answers were  immediate and forthright. - 
“ It would be easy”, he said, “to put an end to footballers reactions. ‘I could do it 
in a season’. The answer is to enforce the Laws that exist already.  Referees 
have the authority to caution and send off players for such behaviour. Do it. 
Players behaviour will change in a season once they get the message.” 
  
Brian’s other point was that those players at the top level are role  models for 
those in the lower regions of the game, the ‘grass roots’ to quote the FA. They 
will always follow the behaviour that they observe by those above them. Start at 
the top and you will also stop it at the bottom. 
 
The reason I think this is such good advice is because it mirrors what I have 
been saying for years about the Laws of the Game. We are told that many of 
the changes we have been faced with, are in order to speed up the game, when 
in fact, this could be achieved by applying the Laws as they are written.  
 
Take as an example, free kicks. Law 12 makes it a cautionable offence if a 
player ‘delays the restart of play’, or ‘fails to respect the required distance etc’. 
How often do we see on televised games, a player blatantly stand in front of the 
ball at a free kick, with no intention of retreating the required distance but pur-
posely delaying the restart of play and by doing so, slow down the game. And 
yet no action is taken.  

 
For those of us who perform at the lower levels it 
would appear unfair if we imposed such sanc-
tions, when the players see it regularly unchal-
lenged when committed by their role models.  
 
Will we ever see the day when the behaviour in 

Rugby League will be the accepted as standard 

practice by the Premier League? 
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Mark Clattenburg's review of VAR's first season: For-
mer Premier League referee has his say on offside arm-
pits, accidental handballs and why video assistant refe-

rees have not been a roaring success at just 6/10! 
♦ The introduction of VAR has caused controversy in its first Premier League 

 year 

♦ The new handball law has resulted in some tight decisions being disputed  

♦ PGMOL chief Mike Riley needs to show leadership and talk to the media 

♦ The lack of on-field referees using the monitors available pitchside is a con

 cern  

This season was the first which involved the use of video assistant referees in 
the Premier League - and it's fair to say it had its ups and downs! 
 
With the use of lines on the screen for offsides, a new handball rule and a lack of 
using pitchside monitors, VAR was a talking point just about every week as the 
league acclimatised to the new technology.  
 
Former Premier League referee and Sportsmail columnist Mark Clattenburg gives 
his thoughts on VAR's debut season in English football.    
 
OFFSIDE ARMPITS 

Remember when David McGoldrick was denied his first Premier League goal be-
cause John Lundstram’s big toe was millimetres offside in the build-up?  
 
Sheffield United’s supporters were going wild at the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium 
but after a four-minute examination at Stockley Park, they were sucker-punched. 
But this is not the technology’s fault.  
 
This is down to the lawmakers, and the offside law is one which the International 
Football Association Board (IFAB) need to address. In football, everybody wants 
to see goals. That’s what makes the game exciting.  
 
Yet our attackers are being left at a severe disadvantage. We get frustrated when 
we see Stockley Park zooming in to see whether an armpit is offside, but the VAR 
is just doing what he’s told to do. It’s the law that’s to blame for this. 
 

ACCIDENTAL HANDBALLS 
A defender accidentally handles the ball in his own box and nothing happens. An 
attacker accidentally handles the ball and his goal gets chalked off. It’s not right 
but, as with offsides, this is not the fault of the VAR.  
 
They are only following the letter of the law and it’s the law which needs to be 
looked at. Everybody accepts that if someone does a Diego Maradona against 
England in 1986, or a Thierry Henry against the Republic of Ireland in 2009, then 
that deserves ruling out.    
 

By Mark Clattenberg for the Daily Mail.  
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But we saw the uproar after Harry Kane’s equaliser against Sheffield United was 
disallowed because of a handball by Lucas Moura. He knew nothing about it.  
Did that deserve to rob that game of a goal? I don’t think so. 
 
PITCHSIDE MONITORS 
The little shake of the head and shrug from Mike Dean after the VAR awarded Ar-
senal an early penalty against Watford on Sunday said it all.  
 
Dean hadn’t pointed to the spot after a collision between Craig Dawson and Alex-
andre Lacazette at the Emirates Stadium. But the VAR looked at it and, after three 
minutes, decided it was a foul by Dawson.  
 
Why not let Dean use that time to decide for himself by using the pitchside moni-
tor? The on-field referee is seeing his calls over-ruled by Stockley Park and that’s 
frustrating.  
 
But the ignoring of monitors is not entirely down to the direction of the PGMOL and 
its boss Mike Riley. Clubs have made it clear they do not want the flow of the 
games interrupted. 
   
RILEY’S LACK OF LEADERSHIP 
I want to see a leader leading and Mike Riley, the head of the PGMOL, does not 
engage with the media. He sends others to do that, such as Dermot Gallagher on 
Sky Sports.  
 
Gallagher is always looking to support the referees. I get that it might be good for 
morale but sometimes the truth would be nicer. 
 
Educate us on why the Premier League does it differently to other leagues. Explain 
the shunning of monitors. 
 
Go back to basics and let the referees be referees. I’m seeing officials out there 
who are too afraid to blow their whistles because they don’t want to be told they’re 
wrong.  
 
VAR is about overturning clear and obvious mistakes, not causing more confusion. 
Riley should be encouraging his officials to be brave and make their own deci-
sions. 
   
VAR’S FIRST-SEASON RATING OUT OF 10? 
Six. It has not been a roaring success.  
 
Earlier this month we saw three mistakes made in a single day — when Bruno Fer-
nandes and James Ward-Prowse won penalties for Manchester United and South-
ampton while Tottenham weren’t awarded one for a push by Josh King on Kane.  
There is plenty of room for improvement but it’s the laws which need changing first 
and foremost. Accidental handballs and offside armpits are what have upset the 
rhythm of the Premier League, stripping games of excitement. 
 

Mark Clattenburg  
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Here we go……..again! 
 

       Match:                  Muddy Fields F.C -v- Atletico Inter 
       League:                 Sunday Park League (North) Division Two 
       Pitch condition:   Touchlines barely visible and hard ground 
       Weather:              Surprisingly sunny  
                                                                                                                                               
So here we go again another new season.   Before the first ball of the new sea-
son has even been kicked the players and managers of the local leagues all 
dream that this will be ‘their season’.   They dream of winning the league and lift-
ing the cup as winners. 
 
But what do we referees think of?  What do we ‘dream’ of for the new season? 
 
We as referees cannot ‘win’ a league or a cup.  So this made me think……what 
did I want from the season ahead?  What was I aiming to achieve in the coming 
season? 
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Wow!    The list is not in any particular order.   What order would you place 
them in?   For me all the points are as important as the next.  To have all the 
said qualities can only make YOU a better referee.  
 
So back to my match…….the Atletico winger was running besides the touch 
line when he momentarily stumbled and it appeared the ball went out of play.   
I was unsure and looked over to the neutral assistant who was nearer than me.  
There was no signal and the winger then delivered a cross into the opponent’s 
penalty area. For whatever reason the defender decided  to push the opponent 
with both hands very hard in the back.  
The Muddy Fields captain came running up to me and drew my attention to my 
assistant who was frantically waving his flag.  He informed me that the ball 
went out of play when the winger had the ball.  
This was certainly not a good example of good team work.  My assistant may 
have been correct but he was also certainly late in making his decision!  This 
was not making me look too good either! 
 

So what was my decision to be? - 

a) Red card to the defender and award a penalty  
b) Red card to the defender and restart with a throw in 
c) Yellow card to the defender and award a penalty 
d) Yellow card to the defender and restart with a throw in 
e) Ignore the defenders push as previously the ball was out of play so just 
restart with the throw in 
f) Ask the referee on the next pitch what to do 
 
I would like to think that for this one decision alone that I was displaying 
some of the qualities that I had listed above. 
 
I had to make a decision and after waving away players from both teams I ap-
proached my assistant for a quick chat.  
We both agreed the ball did go out of play so on that basis I disallowed the 
goal.  I produced a red card to the defender for serious foul play and re-started 
with a throw-in.    Not everyone was happy with my decision making but in my 
opinion they were the correct decisions.  
 
Would you have done anything differently?   
 
Wishing you all the best for the new season……here we 
go…….again! 
 

Willy the ‘Willy the ‘Willy the ‘Willy the ‘Red Card’ Red Card’ Red Card’ Red Card’ RefereeRefereeRefereeReferee          
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From whistles to watches, 

flags to record cards, shirts to 
socks, Gareth’s got the lot. 

Help support the society and 
make sure you give Callum a 

call for all your refereeing needs   
 

garethheighes@btinternet.com 07707 118446 
 

Price List  
 

Score pads- £1.50 

Referee cards set- £1.50 

Referee cards- 50p each 

Pump- £3.50 

Pressure gage- £3.50 

Pump needle- £1.50 

Lanyards - £3 

Flags- £4.50 

Woking RA Polo Shirt - £12 

Woking RA Hoodie - £18 

Surrey FA badge- £4 

Referee socks- £2.50 

Various Donated Nike Referee Kit and Training Gear   
(make me an offer)  

 



The Warbler                                                                The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society 

25 

Advice on the prevention of  
Stalking and Harassmentment  

 

Hamish Brown MBE 
 

Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector 
 

UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been 
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to: 

 
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject 

 
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com 

Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com 

Referees Wanted 
for the 

Farnham & District Sunday 
Veterans League 

 
 
 

If you are interested 
Please call 

 
Colin on 01252 328 953 

Or Linda on 01276 512 735 
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Woking RA Members Jackie and Eliza Bisley were both 
awarded a County Cup Final Appointment in only their 

first year of refereeing. This is their story as told to  
Surrey FA  

 

We have seen brilliant progress in the county as a growing number of women 
and girls in Surrey are deciding to take up refereeing. In 2019, Jackie (far left) 
and Eliza (one in from the right) Bisley started their refereeing journey together 
and they haven’t looked back since. 
We asked them about their reasons for deciding to take up refereeing and their 
highlights during their refereeing journeys so far. 
They also offer advice to female referees who have just started the journey. 
  
Jackie, when did you start your journey in refereeing and why did you 
want to get involved initially? 
‘I started my journey in refereeing last summer. I’ve had an interest in football 
since I was a child, I used to watch my brother play every Saturday. I then had 
my son and he really got into football. So, I started coaching his team, the local 
village team, Elstead Sharks seven years ago after I’d done my coaching 
badges. 
 
There are always a shortage of referees on a Saturday morning and then [one 
day] Eliza and I were at a football game and she said ‘Mum when can I start 
refereeing? I told her you’ve got to be fourteen. She then expressed an interest 
and knowing and having been on lots of coaching courses where I have been 
the only woman in the room I was conscious that I didn’t want Eliza to feel nerv-
ous about going forward for something and being the only woman in the room. I 
said if you do it, I’ll do it with you. [I also knew] that if there was then a shortage 
for a referee on a Saturday morning for any games for our local club or around 
the area then I could help out. So that’s why I got involved.’ 
 
Eliza, what made you want to take up refereeing? 
‘I’ve always been interested in football for the past five years at least. But I’ve 
never really played football, I’m more of a supporter. I wanted to get involved 
and to do that without playing football I thought refereeing would be a great op-
portunity. Learning and being able to enforce all the laws is something that I use 
as a skill. I find it really interesting and being able to put it into practice, get some 
exercise on a Saturday morning. Being able to run around and be involved in 
football but without being a player.’ 
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Eliza, what has been your stand out moments as a referee so far? 
‘This season, I was lucky enough to be a linesman for a County Cup Final just 
before it was cut short because of coronavirus 
 
My mum and I did that one together, both linesman and I ended up having to rule 
out a goal for offside which would have been the equaliser. So actually, my deci-
sion, which luckily was right made the game pretty much!’ 
 
What do both of you think are the most enjoyable aspects of refereeing? 
Jackie: ‘For me I referee a lot of youth football and I love seeing the kids outside 
running around, playing the game they love, getting exercise and they can do 
that because I’m available to referee the game for them and without the referee 
they couldn’t be playing. I just love seeing kids play! 
 
I love seeing them learn. A recent example is some language on a Saturday 
morning from an under 10s player. I blew the whistle, called them over and had a 
chat and they came and apologised to me afterwards. Seeing kids learn and 
adapt, respect the game and respect the officials is really important and a nice 
way to spend your Saturday and Sunday mornings.’ 
 
Eliza: ‘Yeah, I would agree. I find it really satisfying when I’ve seen a kid play in a 
match before and I’ve seen them be disrespectful or rude to an official but if I 
then referee them and I don’t get anything and manage it well, I find that really 
satisfying. To know that they have the respect for me and not do anything to get 
themselves in trouble.’ 
 
Jackie: ‘I’ve refereed a number of girls football games and the girls really appre-
ciate that there’s a female official. There’s somebody female there and they can 
relate to that and you can see it inspires others to think “I’d like to give that a go.” 
I’ve heard opposition teams chatting and saying, “Oh look there’s a female refe-
ree maybe we should do that.” 
 
What advice would you both give to female referees who might be just get-
ting started in the grassroots game? 
Eliza: ‘Don’t be intimidated. Don’t be put off by all the men and boys that you 
see. I found that is really does not matter whether I’m female or male, I can still 
control the game, I still deserve respect and get it from the coaches. Even when 
you’ve got male coaches disagreeing with you, if you have the confidence it 
doesn’t matter you can control them. 
 
I can be quite a shy person in day to day life but when I’m refereeing, I make 
sure that it’s not the case because I need the confidence to make people believe 
that I can do it.’ 
 
Jackie: ‘I’d say the same, if you’re thinking of getting involved and being a refe-
ree, just do it! Go on a course and just do it because you will love it. It’s a brilliant 
way to spend your Saturday and Sunday morning. 
 
The other advice I would give is to join a good referees’ association. Eliza and I 
have been lucky enough to join Woking Referees’ Association and they have 
supported us all the way, inspired us. I think we’re probably the only two women 
in the group but they’ve really supported us in our journey and our learning so I 
would just do it and find a supportive network.           
              Continued on next page  
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The other thing is when Eliza and I come off the pitch we’ve got each other to 
talk to and ask, ‘How was that game?’, ‘What did you think?’. So, find a mentor, 
find a buddy that can help you because some days you might want to come off 
the pitch and just talk about it. It doesn’t matter whether they are male or female 
it’s just important to have someone you can talk to about the game. 
 
The other thing I would say is talk to Surrey FA. Surrey FA have been amazingly 
supportive of us and we’ve been up to St George’s Park for a women’s referee-
ing event which was brilliant. So, there’s a whole network of people out there 
who can support you.’ 
 
Why do you feel so few women get involved in refereeing, and what do you 
think needs to change for more to take part? 
Eliza: ‘It can be very intimidating because at the moment there aren’t enough 
women refereeing but when you look at football in general you pretty much just 
get the male picture. 
 
Having male coaches as a fifteen-year-old girl and having to deal with older 
male coaches who are giving you grief from the side-line is something that’s 
really hard and it is intimidating, but then again that is the same for fifteen-year-
old boys. But when you’re a female it just seems worse. 
 
For it to change, I mean the coaches [demographic] especially in youth football, 
needs to change. I just think girls need support in order to feel more encouraged 
that they can do it, they just need to believe in themselves and have someone 
who can help them do that and encourage them to know they are doing it right 
and have the support.’ 
 
Jackie: ‘I would say more positive role models. If you watch the Premier League 
at the moment, there are female assistant referees. The women’s game is com-
ing to the forefront so the more coaches, referees, players there as role models, 
the more people start to think “Yeah I can do that.” 
 
The support that The FA, Surrey FA and everybody is doing to get more women 
involved, I think will lead to an explosion of female referees, coaches and play-
ers. It’s brilliant.’ 
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Mark Clattenburg officially hangs up his whistle 16 years 
after making his Premier League bow as he prepares to 
take up UEFA position as head of refereeing in Greece 

♦ Mark Clattenburg has called time on his career as a professional referee  

♦ The Sportsmail columnist took charge of his first Premier League game in 

2004  

♦ He will now pick up a role with UEFA as the head of refereeing in Greece  
 

Mark Clattenburg has called time on his refereeing career ahead of taking up a Uefa 
position in Greece. 
The former Premier League official is in talks to become the country’s head of refe-
reeing, working in association with Uefa as they attempt to clean up Greek football. 
 
Clattenburg was unable to return to his role as a referee in China’s Super League 
this summer because of visa restrictions for foreign nationals, and he will now step 
away from his career on the pitch. 
 
The Sportsmail columnist said: ‘The time is right to quit refereeing. At 45 it becomes 
a different challenge mentally. Now, I want to start looking at the education and man-
agement side of refereeing. 
 
I’ve had a wonderful career and I want to put my experience back in rather than 
walking away. It’s an exciting new chapter and challenge.’ 
 
Clattenburg will assemble his own team in Greece, including a referees’ manager 
and a VAR manager. 
 
The country’s big four clubs have 
agreed they want him to take charge of 
officiating and it is hoped he will begin 
his new role next month. 
 
The pinnacle of Clattenburg’s refereeing 
career came in 2016 when he presided 
over the finals of the FA Cup, Champi-
ons League and European Champion-
ships. 
 
He took charge of his first Premier 
League match in 2004 and spent 13 
years in the top flight before quitting in 
2017. 
 
Courtesy of Daily Mail On Line via  
Mal Davies V & A  
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WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE  
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 
www.TheFA.com 

Wembley Stadium, Wembley, London HA9 0WS 
0800 169 1863 

FA Refereeing Department  
 National Managers 
“name”@theFA.com 

Neale Barry ; Head of Senior Referee Development  

Surrey County Football Association  
www.surreyfa.com 
 
Referee Development Officer 

Meadowbank Football Ground, Mill Lane, Dorking  
Surrey, RH4 1DX     01372 384190 
 
Brent Pettit   Tel: 01372 387 094 
Email: Brent.Pettit@SurreyFA.com  

The Referees’ Association  
www.the-ra.org 
contact@the-ra.org 
Tel 024 7642 0360  

1c Bagshaw Close 
Ryton on Dunsmore 
Warwickshire 
CV8 3EX 

Surrey County Referees Association 
Honorary Secretary 

Brian Reader 01483 480651                                        
ramblingref@gmail.com 

Guildford & Woking Alliance League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911 
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk 

Surrey County Intermediate League 
(Western) Referees’ Secretary 

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911 
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk 

Suburban League  
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

 Dave Goater  
 dave.gosubrefs@outlook.com  

Combined Counties League 
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

Philip Nash 07951 415046 
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk 

Southern Youth League 
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

Nick Clark 

Camberley & District Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

 Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m), 
 richard@harris-net.co.uk  

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Bob Dick 07803 007233  
bobmdick@btinternet..com 

Farnham & District Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Colin Barnett 01252 328953 
cbarnett5978184@aol.com 

Surrey Youth League 
Referees’ Secretary 

referees@wsyl.org.uk 

Surrey Primary League 
Referees Secretary 

Tim Wilson / Mo Sher 
referees@surreyprimaryleague.com 

Middlesex County FA 
Www.middlesexFA.com 
 
Hampshire County FA 
Www.hampshireFA.com 
 
Berks and Bucks County FA 
Www.berksandbucksFA.com 
 
London FA 
Www.londonFA.com 

Rectory Park, Ruislip Rd, Northolt, Middlesex UB5 5FA 
0208 515 1919 
 
Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way 
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF  01256 853000 
 
 
1,  Kimber Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1SG 
  Tel: 01235 558450 
 
11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sullivan Rd Fulham 
London SW6 3DU   0207 610 8360 

Surrey Elite Intermediate Football League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Richard Brum  07956 185602 
 richard.brum@sky.com  




