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AGENDA
♦

7.30 Meet at Bar.

♦

8.00 Chairman’s Welcome

♦

Christmas Dinner

♦

Christmas Raffle & Quiz

♦

Back to the Bar ‘till home time (or closing
time?)

The following month’s meeting will be Monday January
8th 2018
The deadline for January Warbler is Friday
22nd December 2017
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the
Society or its’ Committee
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Hi Everyone,
Thank you to Paul Field, National RA chairman, for visiting us last month and among other things presenting
the infamous Roy Butler with his 45 year award. This is
a fantastic achievement and we wish Roy well. May he
enjoy many more years blowing that whistle and causing havoc on the field of play. Well Done Roy.
November saw some sad news with the passing of Mike
Ellesmore, a well thought of member of our refereeing
family. Our thoughts go out to his wife Kathy, grandson
Tom and the rest of his family. Mike will be greatly
missed by us all.
Also last month, I received a worrying report that a valued member of our society was viciously assaulted during his County Cup fixture. The referee in question is OK, if a little shaken after his ordeal, and the matter is being dealt with by
County and Police. This is a reminder to us all to look out for each other and be
there to support each other when rare things like this happen.
It’s time to wrap up warm and be ready to turn up to cancelled games, or even
call them off when you arrive! But don’t be disheartened because Christmas is
knocking at the door and we can take some much needed time to recover our
aching joints (maybe that’s just me).
There is no formal society meeting again this December as it’s the annual
Christmas meal at Hoebridge Golf Centre on December 11th, so the next meeting at Loop Rd is January 8th 2017. I would like to wish you and your families a
very Merry Christmas and a very prosperous New Year.
All the best for the festive season, and I look forward to either seeing you at the
Christmas meal, or as we move into 2018.

Pat

2017/18 Membership

2017 Current Status
General

£2,779.41

7 Friends

Supplies

£154.00

1 Affiliate Member

Belgium

£0.00

Training Fund

£614.89

Youth Fund

£113.50

Total

£3661.80

118 Full Members

66 Referees trained in 2016/2017
68 Referees trained in 2017/2018

4

The Warbler

The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society

Christmas Dinner. Just about time to get your order to Martin .
Menu on page 14.
Committee Meeting. The next one is on 14th December. If
anyone has any burning issues they would like to raise then please send to me
so I can add them to the agenda by 10th December.
Guest Speakers. I’m gradually filling up the guest speaker slots for the forthcoming meetings. The latest is Graham Ekins Chairman of the Surrey Youth League
who has agreed to visit us in April. Just May to fill now.
Alan Seaman. Les Johnstone, Chairman of Croyden Society has written to tell
us that Alan Seaman, who may be known to members of Woking, has recently
passed away

I was running a line the other week and play had moved into the other half of
the field so I was standing at the half way line watching a forward heading for
the goal line, eagerly pursued by a defender. The forward attempted a cross but
the ball glanced off his opponent and went over the goal line for a corner. I was
directly in line with the event and could clearly see that the ball had touched the
defender. The Referee although closer to the play did not have such a good angle. He looked across to the A/R on the far side of the pitch, who although in the
same half as the play, also did not have such a good line of sight and was
probably as far from the play as I was. Not getting any response from his colleague on the far side , he awarded a goal kick. An appeal from the attacker
was obviously overruled. It did get me thinking that how often do referees refer
to the A/R on that side of the pitch even if he/she is not in the same half? Not
very often me thinks.
A similar incident occurred many years ago was when I was A/R on a Suburban game and the ball went over the goal line on the far side of the pitch to
where I was standing. Again the angle I was at I clearly saw the ball deflect off a
defender for a corner. However, the referee being much closer awarded a
goalkick. Even though I flagged for a corner, the referee decided I was too far
away to see what had happened and stuck with his decision. The vociferous appeals from the attacker ended up with a caution for his sins.
My point is it’s not necessarily the proximity to play that counts but it can sometimes be a matter of angles. So maybe those referees who are fortunate
enough to be blessed with qualified Assistants should maybe turn around and
consult the least obvious one. Mind you, with reference to the first scenario I’m
not sure how I would have indicated a corner. Just pointed my flag up the line I
suppose!
Wishing you all a fabulous Christmas and New Year
5
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24 members were in attendance at the November meeting, which was opened by
Chairman Pat.
We held a minutes silence for Mike Ellsmore who had sadly passed away the
previous week.
Pat then introduce Paul Field, our guest speaker and Chairman of the National
Referees’ Association. Paul’s talk was entitled Moving Forward Together.
Paul gave a brief history of the Association, which is 109 years old, being formed
in 1908 with Charles Sutcliffe as the first Chairman. The first Eve of Final Rally
was held in 1914. During the First World War, referees donated half their fee to a
benevolent fund. This fund is still in existence and is available to any member of
the Referees Association who falls on hard times.
Paul felt that when he took over as chairman the RA had somewhat “lost its way”
particularly since the FA took over the training aspect of referees.
However since taking over he has set a target to grow the numbers of RA membership by 10% per year. This following many years of decline. So far this year
numbers have increased by 8% and he feels confident that the target will be met.
Initiatives such as the Quest Awards have helped societies move forward, becoming more interactive and promoting good practices.
Others initiatives include
♦
collaborating with the FA in all aspects of training including the introduction
of the Hub training events, which had been initiated by our own President,
Vince Penfold.
♦
Improved Insurance benefits
♦
Access to solicitors for support, advice and representation in courts ( assault) or where members feel they may have been unfairly treated by CFA s
♦
Grants from FA / RA Youth
♦
30% discount for ME Learning
♦
Free tickets to FA Non League Finals at Wembley
♦
All for 31p per week !
Paul also stressed the growing importance of “Safeguarding” and the need for
more workshops. Also the need to work closely with the County RDO
Pat then presented Paul with a bottle of wine before Bryan Jackson summoned
Roy Butler to the front where he gave a “this is your life” summary of Roy’s refereeing career ( See Jacko’s article on page 8 & 9)
Paul then presented Roy with his 45 year award from Surrey County FA before
we all tucked into the buffet
The meeting closed at 10pm
6

The Warbler

The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society

Paul Field presents Roy with his 45
year award

11th December

Pat thanks Paul for visiting Woking and his
excellent presentation of the NRA

Society Christmas Dinner

8th January

Society Meeting

Ray Herb RA Board Member

5th February

Society Meeting

Mark Ives FA Disciplinary Officer

5th March

Society Meeting

Jim De Rennes , AGM

9th April

Society Meeting

Graham Ekins Chairman SYL

14th May

Society Meeting

TBA

Guys,
This may be of interest to you or someone you know. A friend of mine has two
premium tickets with hospitality for Ireland v England on 18th March. He paid
£300 each, but he didn't realise when he bought them months ago that it was going to be the same day as his wedding. If you are interested, he is looking for
someone to take his place.
It's at the Registry Office, on Grand Canal Street at 4.30pm. The bride's name is
Nicole -- she's 5'4", about 8 stone, quite pretty, has her own income and is a
really good cook...
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Roy Butler – 45 Years as a Referee
It was back in 1978 that I first encountered a referee who
was referred to by most of the players, that obviously
knew him, as ‘xxxxxxx Butler’! I was just finishing my Alevels and started playing in the Woking Leisure Centre
Summer 5-a-side league for a team called Heathside Harriers.
So, 39 years later when Pat asked me to speak about
Roy prior to him receiving his 45 year service award from
the Surrey FA, it got me thinking of all the times our paths had crossed since
1978.
There are far too many to recall, but even before I passed my refereeing exam in
1984, our paths had crossed numerous times when I was a ‘committee man’ at
Walton and Hersham and he was appointed to games either at Stompond Lane
or on the rare occasion that I went to away games.
Then, once I had started on my own career with the
whistle I would see Roy at society meetings either
behind the bar at Woking FC or when he was on
the ‘top table’ as Treasurer. Those attending would
always try to shout out “£10 cash in hand” before
Roy could start his report. I’ve also done many
games with Roy either on the line when he was in
the middle, or on opposite lines (he was always
senior!!).
I’ve attended many RA conferences in the past
when Roy was part of the Woking contingent. We
never attended the annual dinner on the Saturday
evenings, always preferring to accompany Hamish
Brown from one night club to another, which allowed Roy to show his dance moves! These moves
can be seen on the documentary made about Howard Webb during the 2008 European Championships – Roy is on the middle of the dance floor in
one of the final scenes!
Roy has also been a stalwart of trips to Belgium
having been on most of the them and has many
friends in Lier where KSOLEO (the Belgian Referees Society we are friends with), are based. I’m
sure during many of the games he has officiated at
during their tournaments I’ve heard words in Walloon, French and Dutch mentioning ‘xxxxxxx Butler’!
He has a reputation in Europe too!
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At the Society meeting on 6th November, Paul Field (National RA Chairman) presented Roy with his 45 year award but prior to the meeting Roy sent me a list of all
his ‘Plum’ appointments since 1975/76 which contains 99 appointments with Surrey F.A. That is an incredible achievement, not just to be given so many but to
have kept a record over the years of each one. These have included Barclays
League Division 2 as 4th Official at Crystal Palace, games in the FA Cup, FA Trophy, FA Vase, FA Sunday Cup, FA Women’s Cup, FA Veteran’s Cup, FA Youth
Cup, all the Surrey FA Saturday and Sunday Cups along with various other Surrey
Cups, not to mention all the Cup Finals on the various leagues he has officiated
on.
Roy has been in the Referees Association throughout his Refereeing career. My
records go back to 1974/75, that year Roy was Assistant Secretary. He had unbroken service as an Officer and Committee member for the following 40 years. The
roles he has held are Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, Assistant
Secretary, Supplies Officer, Press Officer and Committee member. He was made
a life Vice President of the Society in 2014 in acknowledgment of more than 40
years of service to the society. He also received a long service award from the RA
in 2006.
It was a privilege to be able to say a few words about Roy prior to the presentation
and to put this article together for the Warbler for all to see.

Bryan Jackson
A Few early Christmas Crackers
How will Christmas dinner be different after Brexit?
No Brussels.
How do you recognise a Christmas tree from BHS?
All the branches have gone.
Why didn't Roy Hodgson go to visit Santa at The North Pole?
He couldn't get past Iceland.
Philip looks out of the window on Christmas Eve: 'That's some reindeer' he
says.
The Queen replies: '63 years. Yes, that is a lot.'
What's the difference between the clementine in your Christmas stocking
and Donald Trump? Nothing, they're both a little orange.
What do you get if you cross Donald Trump with a Christmas Carol?
O Comb Over Ye Faithful.
Which parent is likely to do the Christmas shop at Tesco this year?
Dad might, Marmite not.
I can't get to the chocolates in my advent calendar.
Foiled again.
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The Whistle
While on a few days getaway, I was walking through the streets of Grantham,
when I noticed a postcard with a poem on it. The title struck me, so I read on. The
first few lines I could relate to but then the meanings became darker and it reminded me of an article I wrote for Touchlines in 2014 that showed the sacrifice
that sportsmen made in the First World War, forming Pals Battalion and marching
off to war with their friends and team-mates

THE WHISTLE
You hear the whistle before the train departs.
You hear the whistle as the football match starts.
You hear the whistle when the policeman runs past.
You hear the whistle, the memory doesn’t last.
I hear the whistle whilst sitting on the bench.
I hear the whistle, I smell the stench.
I hear the whistle, I am back in the trench.
I hear the whistle, I can recall what I saw.
I hear the whistle, all the blood and the gore.
I hear the whistle, I am shaking with fear.
I hear the whistle, it cost me dear.
I hear the whistle, it’s dawn’s first light.
I hear the whistle, I’m ready to fight.
I hear the whistle, piercing and shrill.
I hear the whistle, the sign to kill.
I hear the whistle, I have no time to cry.
I hear the whistle as I watch my friends die.
I hear the whistle, it’s long, loud and clear.
I hear the whistle, the last sound some would hear.

The poem was written by Kevin Slight
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Pals Battalions were formed by groups of sportsmen or kindred workers, such as
shipbuilders or stockbrokers, or boys and men from a town or village who joined
up together to fight as one. The 1st Football Battalion (17th Battalion, Middlesex
Regiment) had 122 professional footballers in its ranks. These recruits included
the whole of Clapton Orient, later to be known as Leyton Orient, as well as referees, club officials and supporters.
In November 1914, Heart of Midlothian led the Scottish first division but, in an act
of response to comments made about people playing football while other young
men were dying, the entire first team squad, along with club officials and 500 supporters, signed up.
The battalion became the 16th Royal Scots and they were soon joined by players
and supporters from Hibernian and a number of professional footballers from
Raith Rovers, Falkirk and Dunfermline. Across the border, a 2nd Football Battalion was formed, becoming the 23rd Battalion, Middlesex Regiment.
By November 1917, The Eastern Front had collapsed, after the October Revolution in Imperial Russia, and now armies were deserting to go home to their families and hopefully start new lives under the communist doctrine.
The fear on the Western Front was that the release of so many German troops
from the east would overwhelm the Allies in the west. The big push was needed
to bring Germany to the negotiating table.
The Battle of Passchendaele had started on the 31st July, 1917 with a massive
artillery barrage that unleashed 4.2 million shells on the landscape. With so many
craters and autumn rains, the area soon became a quagmire and a killing field.
By the time the village of Passchendaele was taken by Canadian troops on 6th
November, 1917, 450,000 soldiers were lost, some just swallowed by the mud,
for a gain of 8000 metres! The war continued for another year before peace
came.
Do any of you have relatives that are buried in Sutton cemeteries that were killed
during the First World War, or died from wounds years after and are commemorated by Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstones? Sutton Council
has a project to identify and, if possible, get photographs of soldiers that died during the First World War, with as much family history as possible, for an exhibition
next year. As part of the team, I would be pleased to hear from any of you.
John Martin
I realise that it’s a bit late for remembrance Sunday, but I saw this in the November edition of Touchlines, The Sutton Referees magazine, and thought it very
thought provoking. Whilst we might get a mouthful of abuse when we blow the
whistle on the football pitch, In WW1 they were more likely to get a bellyful of bullets. If anyone can help out John Martin with his request, feel free to contact me
and I will pass on the your contact details.
Mac
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MURPHY’S MEANDERINGS
Carol and I had decided to visit some friends in Blackburn. I advised the Football
League well in advance and they very kindly gave me a match in the area. It was
a local derby (of the four times I did this three were local derbies) which promised
to be quite a tough match. The home team were near the bottom of the table
struggling to avoid relegation and the away team near the top wanting every
point for promotion.
From the start the match was hard, with both teams competing fiercely for every
ball. It was a difficult match for the referee to control but he was coping well. The
real excitement however, started in the 70th minute. The home team had battled
to draw level but they were now pinned down in their own penalty area where the
ball was bouncing around like a ping pong ball. As an away player, in line with
the post on the linesman’s diagonal, charged into the penalty area, the ball
bounced off his arm. At the same time a home player tripped an opponent from
behind on the edge of the six-yard line in the middle of his penalty area. The referee was positioned where the goal line met the six-yard box looking into the penalty area. He blew his whistle at the same moment the linesman waved his flag,
the only trouble being that the referee was giving a penalty to the away team for
a trip and the linesman was giving a free kick to the home team for handball.
Chaos and confusion reigned, which wasn’t helped by the fact that in pointing to
the penalty spot the referee was pointing upfield. It wasn’t a bad signal, it was
just misinterpreted by the home team. Both teams thought they had got the decision and there were plenty of arguments. The referee went across and spoke to
the linesman and after a long discussion a penalty was awarded and subsequently converted. It proved to be the winning goal. As the players returned to
the centre, a home player was cautioned for comments to the linesman.
Immediately following the restart there was a 50/50 clash in the middle of the
pitch, which left a home player injured and needing attention, and the ball was
put out of play for a throw in. As the throw in was taken a home player blatantly
hit an away player in the face with his elbow. The away player went down and
the home player went off.
Up to the penalty I’d had no problems with the dugouts. Unlike most grounds
they were about fifteen yards back from the pitch and about twenty yards apart.
The home manager had been out of the dugout at the penalty, mainly to get a
better view, and when it was converted he muttered something unintelligible to
me as he went back to the dugout. At the injury, he was up and starting to get
very noisy but the distance to the pitch presented an invisible barrier and he remained at the dugout. I ignored him and he settled back down.
At the dismissal, he cracked. He crossed no man’s land and, as the referee sent
off his player, he started shouting and yelling at him from the touchline. I approached him and asked him with a please to return to the dugout.
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He shouted and swore at me. He was obviously under a great deal of pressure
and it showed in his face. I gave him the benefit of the doubt and asked him
again, only this time more forcibly and with no please. In no uncertain terms, he
told me loudly what he thought of me and the referee. I had given the manager a
chance and now I called the referee over and informed him of the situation. The
manager was sent from the field of play to the dressing room. He didn’t go quietly and had to have his say, but eventually he went. The last 15 minutes were
quite tense with plenty of abuse from the crowd.
However, it didn’t end with the final whistle. Although we had plenty to discuss
and were late in leaving, we were told there was a small band of supporters waiting outside who wanted to have a talk with us. Here the police were quite clever.
Whilst the ‘fans’ were being taken in one door of the social club to meet us, we
were led out by another to our cars and home. As I drove to my friend’s house,
my thoughts were not about my problem with the manager, the first and only time
I ever had anybody removed from the dug-out, but about the penalty and I wondered what I would have done had I been that situation.

Tony Murphy

Luton's James Shea gets red card changed to yellow
Luton goalkeeper James Shea managed to get his red card changed to a
yellow after pulling up the referee over new rules.
The stopper had been given his marching orders by referee John Busby in the
63rd minute of the Checkatrade Trophy tie for bringing down Barnet striker Andre
Blackman in the area. But after some discussion between the player and official where Shea reminded him that if a player makes a genuine attempt to get to the
ball, they cannot be sent off - Busby reduced the booking to a yellow card.
Speaking about the incident, Shea told Luton Today: "I made an attempt to go for
the ball and then the referee’s blown up, given the pen and then come over and
sent me off. "But there's a new rule that's come in, which I knew about, so as
soon as he gave the red, I said ‘Ref, the new rule's about, as long as I made an
attempt to get the ball, you can't send me off, it's just a booking.' "To be fair, the
ref was as good as gold, he said 'I'm sorry, you're right' and then he ended up
giving me a yellow."
Jack Taylor took the resulting penalty for Barnet and scored, before Elliot Lee
scored almost instantly after the restart to level it up for Luton. The Hatters eventually won the Checkatrade Trophy match 4-3 on penalties.
Spotted in Touchlines
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Monday 11th December, 7.30 pm for 8 pm.
Hoebridge Golf Centre, Old Woking, GU22 8JH
Starters
Gravlax of Salmon with Dill
or
Ham Hock Terrine with Wholegrain Mustard Mayonnaise
or
Roasted Sweet Potato Soup
~~~~~
Mains
Roasted Turkey Breast with veg and all the trimmings
or
Roasted Red Mullet Fillet
Both accompanied with Roasted Carrots & Parsnips, Buttered
Sprouts & Peas
or
Mushroom Ravioli in a Sage Butter
~~~~~
Desserts
Medley of Christmas Pudding Cheesecake, Rich Chocolate Truffle
Torte & a Snowball Shot
Or
Cheese Board with a selection of Cheeses
~~~~~
Coffee & Mince Pies

Cost £25 per person,
Cheques payable to Woking RA.
Bank Transfer to a/c 02710897 sort code 30 94 77

Menu selection choices by 30th Nov to
martin.read5@btinternet.com
Smart casual dress.

“it will be a cracker”
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FA Trophy 3rd Round
Farnborough v Hartley Wintney
Referee : Tristan Greaves
Surrey Senior Cup
Merstham v Walton & Hersham
Referee : Tristan Greaves
Surrey Intermediate Cup
Keens Park v Merrow
Referee : Will Siegmund
Parkside United v FC Ewell
Referee : Callum Peter
Surrey FA County Saturday Junior Cup
Woking & Horsell 'A' V Hersham
Referee : Stephen Brown
Woking & Maybury V West End Village Reserves
Referee : Richard Levett
Woking & Weybridge FC v Wimbledon Chase FC
Referee : Gareth Heighes
Ockham First vs Chobham Burymead Reserves
Referee : Charlie Cable
Capital Cup Senior Section
Carshalton Athletic Ladies v Crystal Palace Ladies
Referee: Stephen Brown
Youth County Cup under 12's
Staines Lammas Youth ( Reds) v Molesey Juniors colts
Referee : Glenn la Roche
True storey ? In 2002 a police speed camera in Germany caught a duck breaking the speed limit by flying at
39 kilometres per hour in a 30kph zone. The duck was
flying a few centimetres above street level in Gluckstadt
when it triggered the camera
Q. If you hear the sound “clip-clop” what does it indicate?
A. The Liverpool manager is having a haircut.
Blame Brian Reader for the above !!
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Playing for Time?
I have always thought it unfair to count a defending player laying injured (even
way out on the touchline) as STILL PLAYING ON an offside-positioned opponent
AND YET if an attacker is similarly prone, then his position and status is ignored!
I guess it's to deter the cheats who might go down injured merely to catch an opponent offside? Best solution to protect the referee is for him/her to blow up
whenever a player, seen to be 'part of the play' is clearly injured. BUT then, what
is clearly injured these days?
I have been a season ticket holder at Tranmere Rovers for the last three seasons
and I have seen many examples of unsporting behaviour festering in the National
League from ALL teams and Tranmere are no angels in all of this.
Players regularly go down injured (no toughies about these days who would just
carry on regardless) mainly to break up the flow of play if their opponents seem to
be gaining the ascendancy. They hold up their arm as though they are in dire
pain. The referee, having stopped the game is obliged to ask if they need the services of the Physio and can do nothing if they say yes other than stop the watch.
Nine times out of ten, the 'badly injured' player is up, and after a pretend limp to
convince the crowd, he is seen to be off on a sprint to play the ball seconds later.
The crowd boo because they are wise to this tactic. A yellow card here perhaps?
Dicey but tempting.
All teams seem to bring on a Substitute within the last few minutes of a game. It
is no longer a playing tactic, it is a spoiling tactic, again to consume time.
Few referees are seen to add on more than three minutes although the best
amongst them have had 5 or 6 or even 7 thrown up on the 4th Official's illuminated board. Fair enough but the objective has been achieved and the rhythm of
the game has been lost.
I won't name the team (but you can get a boat over to Calais from here) who
wasted the most time last season. The Manager was seen to wave the player
about to be substituted in stoppage time over to a spot furthest away from the
bench. That player then walked at snail's pace over towards the dugout until the
boos from the crowd alerted the referee to do something about it. He went over to
the player to clearly gesture for him to get a move on BUT the player merely
adopted a sort of jog on the spot movement. A yellow card here perhaps? I think I
would have shown one.
Goalkeepers seem to be the worst exponents of time-wasting these days. A
clear, unhindered catch of the ball from a cross, now sees them routinely fall to
the ground on forearms and knees, pretending to look around to see if any opponent is lurking. I have counted the keeper in possession of the ball for 17 (yes
seventeen) seconds before he released the ball.
The referees seem to condone this practice these days. If they don't warn the
'keeper early on, then he will keep on wasting time.
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But, concede a goal and he is soon seen to be hurrying up.
Some away teams at Prenton Park this season (and we have played Sutton
United and lost one nil - no inference intended!) have started to waste time from
the early minutes of a game and the referee has not been alert to this obvious
tactic. Any manager will accept a response from a referee who wants to clamp
down early on time-wasting because they will realise they have got a match official who is streetwise.

Jack Blakemore (Wirral RA)
Courtesy of Touchlines

Refs must help to stop diving too
WE SAW the first Premier League player banned retrospectively this week for
diving and I think it's good the FA have taken steps to remove the problem from
our game.
But on the flip side of what happened to Everton striker Oumar Niasse (below),
who was suspended for two games after colliding with Crystal Palace defender
Scott Dann, I would say referees are going to have to start giving penalties when
there is contact and a player does not go down.
I've seen so many shirt pulls or fouls when a player tries to stay on his feet and
the penalty isn't given. That is a big problem. If you stay on your feet, your manager and your teammates will hammer you. Simple. You have cost your team.
So you have got to find a way of drawing attention to the fact there has been
contact. Sometimes players go down knowing there is about to be contact. If you
don't go down, you don't get the penalty.
Diving is not condoned in the Premier League and when someone comes into our
squad from abroad who does dive, I'll always tell them we don't do it here. But
unless referees start awarding penalties — even if a player doesn't go down
when there has been a foul — you'll keep on seeing diving.
Until referees become stricter and start punishing shirt-pulling in the area or illegal tackles that don't necessarily knock someone to the floor, players will still exaggerate fouls.
Nobody wants to see diving in the English game but there is
still a Kong way to go to removing it altogether:
Peter Crouch writing in the Daily Mail
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Failing to get tough is no longer an option.
Mark Saggers
I’ve got another couple of suggestions for you today, but they don’t stand a
chance until referees get on board and embrace the way that the correct use of
VARs can transform the current climate.
I can’t help but get the sense of resistance when it comes to the technology we
are crying out for, from the very top right down to your average official, there
seems to be this fear that somehow their authority is about to be irreversibly undermined.
Whether it’s subconscious or not I’m not really sure, but the fear of assessment
also seems to inhibit some decisions and certainly with assistants this season
the right call can increasingly be characterised as a case of luck over judgement.
It can’t be right, and we should all admit that it’s impossible to keep up physically
now, which really is OK when you consider we have the tools we need, ready to
go.
I can’t make it any clearer when I say that falling back on footage from multiple
angles is not a reflection on the competence of our current crop of officials, it’s
simply a necessity.
I actually think it’s the perfect time for us to be showing leadership as we approach a World Cup Finals in the summer that will not feature a single ref from
England, which tells me that UEFA and FIFA are not serious.
Look at the levels our refs are asked to reach and look at the popularity of the
league at the top of our game, and don’t tell me those international bodies will
not be missing out on the best officials around, with the whole world watching.
The cheats are in the process of taking over as far as I’m concerned, and you
have plenty of evidence on a weekly basis, be that in the form of Peterborough’s
Marcus Maddison or the so-called superstars who regularly shame our top flight
with their antics aimed at getting a fellow professional dismissed.
They have the money, they have the profile and they have the lifestyle, so I am
asking players AND their managers: we need more from you in return, namely
more honesty and more respect for your colleagues and rivals.
Right, I promised you a suggestion or three, so here they are:
firstly a straight red card for the kind of cheating I have just described.
Next I would insist on five-match bans when you are caught diving, not
two, and with no exceptions.
Thirdly, and I would do this at a stroke, the moment we introduce VARs in
the Premier League: treble the wages of referees and their assistants overnight.
Stoke’s Bojan Krkic goes down after receiving a challenge from Manchester
United’s Juan Mata and is later shown a yellow card for diving by referee Kevin
Friend.
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The enforcement of the above will require the wholehearted embrace of technology, and when the man in the truck cannot clarify an incident, go with the original
decision of the man or woman out there in the middle.
Starting with the PGMO’s Mike Riley, we must be brave, both on and off the pitch
in order to reclaim the game from the sly and clever merchants who are in danger of ruling the roost. If we keep up the current level of tolerance and merely
move from analysis of one shocking example to the next, things can only get
worse, believe me.
Once we take such bold forward steps, not only do we show everyone else what
is possible, we are unequivocally telling all those involved that the whole point of
this wonderful game of ours is the fans, and we have high expectations of you
all.
Until next time, take care, Saggs.
Courtesy of You are the Ref via Mal Davies

MORE MURPHY’S MEANDERINGS
I saw an item on the news today which mentioned that increased ground admission prices were affecting crowd attendances. Thought that the attached article
might be of interest. Regards Tony
I saw the following in the Everton Match day programme (cost 8p) for their first
division match against Ipswich on 28th October 1972;
“We accept, however, that increased prices are putting many potential customers
off the game. No one can dispute the Everton supporter who wrote that terrace
admission prices had been raised by thirty-three and a third per cent in one fell
swoop.
“All we can say is that Everton – indeed both Merseyside clubs – have made
more attempts than most to keep prices to a reasonable standard. We must state
that the increase to 40p for standing accommodation was made only due to a
vote taken at the Football League’s annual general meeting. Everton did not
agree with the decision because we have never been a club which raises costs
at the drop of a pen. Neither did we follow a fairly general trend of lifting stand
prices. Our season ticket prices remain between £13 and £17 yet we know of
some second division clubs who ask for as much as £20.
For the person who wants to buy a seat for an individual match, our top price is
80p (including a free programme) but there are provincial clubs who charge a £1
or more for facilities which are certainly no better than those at Goodison. And
they are, of course, even cheaper than many clubs in London, for example Arsenal’s top seats cost £1.70 per match.”
How times have changed .

Mac
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PENALTY REF!
During the 1890-91 FA Cup quarter-final between Notts County and Stoke at
Trent Bridge, a shot was punched off the line by County's left-back Hendry,
with his goalkeeper Toone well beaten. As the laws made no mention of penalties at the time, Stoke had to take a free-kick on the goal-line which Toone
smothered easily. County won the match 1-0 and went on to the Final.
The incident provoked so much comment that, partially as a result, penalties
were introduced by the FA from September 1891. This led to another controversial incident in which Stoke were also the sufferers the next season.
During a league game at Aston Villa, Stoke were losing 1-0 when a penalty
was awarded to them just two minutes from time. The Villa 'keeper picked up
the ball and booted it out of the ground. By the time it had been found the referee had blown for full time!
The law was soon changed to allow referees to add on time for penalties. The
penalty law was changed again as late as 1892 when players were banned
from touching the ball twice - and hence dribbling into the net!
♦

Jimmy Evans, Southend Unlted's full-back scored a total of ten goals in
the Third Division South in 1921-22. All were from penalties, and meant
that Evans became the first full-back to finish a season as a club's top
League scorer.

♦

A Birch, Chesterfield's goalkeeper, set a League goal-scoring record for a
'keeper in 1923-24. Birch, who played in every one of his club's Division
Three North fixtures, scored from five penalties.

♦

During the Third Division North match between Crewe and Bradford Park
Avenue on 8 March 1924, four penalties were awarded in five minutes, a
League record.

♦

The famous occasion when a player headed a goal from a penalty-kick
took place on 5 January 1935. Anfield was the setting for a North-South
clash between Liverpool and Arsenal. In the course of the game, Arsenal
were awarded a penalty which their fullback, Eddie Hapgood, elected to
take. Liverpool's goalkeeper, Riley, fisted Hapgood's spot-kick back out
and Hapgood headed home the rebound. Arsenal won the match 2-0.

Courtesy of the Illustrated Encyclopaedia of British Football
The above first appeared in the Warbler May 1991 issue
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Persistent Infringement

What is it?

Some referees find it difficult, especially during the early stages of their career, to
recognise when persistent infringement is occurring in the game. This offence is
not accurately defined in the Laws of the Game, so it is therefore open to a certain degree of individual interpretation. Hence it requires some careful thought by
the referee.
It is generally accepted among the refereeing fraternity that a player has to commit ay least three infringements before any thought of persistence comes into the
reckoning. That said, it is not unknown for a particular player to commit as many
as five infringements in a game and still escape detection.
One factor to consider is the number of infringements within a relatively short period of time. For instance, a player committing three offences within fifteen or
even twenty minutes will normally be recognised by a reasonably alert referee.
But if the half-time interval breaks up that period of time, the culprit may escape
his caution. The referee needs to include these possibilities in his match-control
planning. The player who manages to commit his offences in, say, the fifth,
twenty-sixth, forty-sixth, seventieth and eighty-seventh minutes may also escape
detection.
The referee might profitably devote a minute or so at half-time to re-running the
game through his mind in order to ask himself if any player is near the danger
zone of persistently infringing. This can be done by the referee operating alone,
but if he has the luxury of neutral assistants he would be wise to get into the habit
of asking them at half-time if they have spotted any player showing a pattern of
persistent infringement.
If an offender is detected and has to be cautioned for a series of offences, it does
no harm at all for the referee to calmly and quietly physically point to three areas
of the field to indicate to all present what has been happening. Other players usually notice such action by the referee and will calm down afterwards. Then, all
that is needed is the offender’s name in the note-book with the tell-tale letters PI.
This was written by Ted Ring for the Benchmark Newsletter Nov (2005). And
spotted in the Chiltern Referee.
We must also remember that persistently infringing can also be carried out by a
team, rather than by an individual player. An example would be a series of fouls
against a speedy winger, with each foul being executed by a different defender.
This is more difficult to pick up, and calls for great alertness by the referee.
( Brian Richards Ed of The Chiltern referee)
I remember speaking to a player during the second half of a game after he had
committed a foul. “ be careful number 3 that’s your second one” “It’s my first” he
countered. “ No” I replied, “you committed a foul in the first half”
“Oh” he said “ Does that count ? “ .. Yep! Mac
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From whistles to watches,
flags to record cards, shirts to
socks, Callum’s got the lot.
Help support the society and
make sure you give Callum a
call for all your refereeing needs
callumpeter@gmail.com

07951 425179

Referees Wanted
for the

Farnham & District Sunday
Veterans League

If you are interested
Please call
Colin on 01252 328 953
Or Linda on 01276 512 735
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Adie’s Cheesed Off ( but in a good way!)
The first half of the season is fast approaching along with the festive time when
we all get a bit of a break.
Neither the SCILW or the G&WAFL will be having games on the 23rd or the 30th
of December so for those of you who officiate on these Leagues can have some
time off to get those jobs done that we have all been putting off.
I am owed a load of holiday from work so I get well over three weeks off although Diane has loaded me up with work while I am off – and there was me
thinking I would have a rest!
Our inspection department have declared that the festive season does not start
until December and the Team leader has informed them that every time somebody mentions the ‘C’ word in November, Santa has to shoot an elf!!! Bah, Humbug!!
I was awarded a Capital Ladies Cup game (Junior
section) a week or so ago and was delighted to find
out before kick-off that I had Mac and Pat on the lines
for me. I certainly made life easy and great to have
two friends working with me. All too often we are out
on the field of play on our own, hopefully one ends up
with Club Assistant Referees who are helpful but how
many times do you have a substitute who does not
really want to do the job and is as much use as a one
legged man in an ar#e kicking contest!!!
My colleagues at work and I are well into our quality
cheese. One of them is a vegetarian so I fully
understand why he appreciates the cheese. We
order this on line and it is duly delivered to the
factory. We all enjoy the Cave Aged Cheddar
because it has real body and a strong flavour.
Some of the other guys are also into the
smoked cheeses, so we have an order of over
£100 coming in next week. I have had to order
extra for myself as my youngest son will be with
us for Christmas and will go through cheese like
a starving refugee!
Have a great Christmas break guys have a
Peaceful and Prosperous New Year, enjoy the
rest and we will catch up in the New Year.

Adie
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Part 64: Now that really is a shame
Willie was honest and showed intrigue
When he refereed on the local league
The teams all competed in a cup competition
From the Sunday Park League North
And the Christmas Eve Cup final
Was played obviously on December 24th
The local league cup final was a very special game
The four officials had been chosen but not Willie which was a shame
Willie felt for the final that he might be appointed
But once again he was overlooked and he was disappointed
But our man Willie was not the type of person who would complain
So he decided to get into his car and drive to watch the game
Arriving in the car park he should have been cautious and slow
He never saw the fourth official as he drove right over his toe
The official said ‘I’m injured and I can’t take part in the game’
Willie put his arm around and said
‘NOW THAT REALLY IS A SHAME’
They started with four officials
But now there’s only three
It was a complete accident
But no one could blame Willie
He walked to the officials changing room
To say hello and wish them well
To see if they required advice
Because he had lots to tell
Now Willie couldn’t open the changing room door
So he kicked the door at the base
But as the door swung open
It hit the assistant in the face
The assistant said ‘I’m injured and I can’t take part in the game’
Willie put his arm around him and said
‘NOW THAT REALLY IS A SHAME’
24

The Warbler

The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society

They started with four officials
But now there’s only two
Willie said ‘I’ve got my kit in the car
It’s the least that I can do’
As Willie pumped air into the match ball
He thought he would test it and threw it against the wall
Alas the poor assistant didn’t see it at all
It hit him full in the face and he took a nasty fall
He said ‘I think I’m injured and I can’t take part in the game’
Willie put his arm around him and said
‘NOW THAT REALLY IS A SHAME’
They started with four officials
But now there is only one
Fortunately Willie had his kit
Which was a job well done
Willie made a drink and handed the ref his tea
But there was water on the floor the referee did not see
He lost his balance with a terrible slip
The referee had hurt his hip
He said ‘I think I’m injured and can’t take part in the game’
Willie put his arm around him and said
‘NOW THAT REALLY IS A SHAME’
They started with four officials
But now we’re down to none
Willie is looking for three new officials
Would you like to be one!?
Always keep your kit in the car you never know when you might need
it!
Merry Christmas to you all!
Willy Woodwork
Willy ‘Red Card’ Woodwork…………the
‘Whistling’ referee.
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95 Sutton Avenue
St Johns, Woking
Surrey GU21 8UL
01483 385776
07780 684416
michaelgeorgelawrence@hotmail.com

Advice on the prevention of
Stalking and Harassmentment
Hamish Brown MBE
Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector
UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to:
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com
Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com
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Classes here now
FOR ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS
MALE AND FEMALE
OF ALL AGES

HAVE FUN
GETTING FIT
For Details

Contact Gareth Price on
07735067158
Winston Churchill School
Every Tuesday at 19.00 - 20.00 hrs

AshTaxis
6 Seater Taxi
Airports , Docks, Social Functions

Competitive Prices
24 hours by appointment
Contact —Colin Barnett on
Tel.
01252 328957
Fax
01252 654811
Mob 07831 404 066
E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com
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What Would You Do? Answers to November Issue
Q1. A Blue defender, under pressure in his own penalty area, safely manages to
shepherd the ball out of play. With his team a goal down and only minutes to
play, he is keen for a re-start quickly, so he throws the ball to his keeper for the
goal kick and runs quickly forward out of the penalty area, leaving the opposing
forward well behind. The keeper attempts to blast the ball upfield but somehow
manages to hit the back of the defender's head. The ball rebounds into the penalty area, straight to the delighted forward who turns and scores. The keeper immediately points out that the forward should not have been in the penalty area
when the goal kick was taken, so it should be a re-take. What would you do?
A1. Opponents must be outside the penalty area until the ball is in play. The ball
is in play when it leaves the penalty area. If the forward remained in the area
when the kick was taken, the goal should be disallowed and the goal kick retaken.
Q2. With the penalty area clear of players except the keeper, he takes a goal
kick sideways to his left back standing near the touchline. An opposing forward
spots that the defender is distracted and that there is not much pace on the ball,
so runs diagonally across the penalty area, managing to intercept the ball about
a yard outside the area. He promptly dribbles into the area and neatly chips the
keeper, placing the ball inside the far post. What would you do?
A2. If the forward encroaches into the penalty area before the ball is in play i.e.
the ball has not come into play, then disallow the goal and restart with a goal
kick. If the forward entered the penalty area after the ball was in play i.e. had left
the penalty area, then allow the goal.
Q3 A keeper is about to take a goal kick. An opposing Red forward is standing
just outside the penalty area with a Blue defender in close attendance. You are
aware that there has been some off-the-ball "handbags" between these two players, so elect to remain in their vicinity until the kick has been taken. Unfortunately, you are so busy watching the two of them that you do not realise that the
keeper has sliced his kick directly at you. It bounces off your arm and back into
the penalty area. The forward is quick to react but the keeper just beats him to
the ball and drills it out of play over the touchline. What would you do?
A3. No offence has been committed and you are part of the FoP. Hence restart
with a throw-in to the attacking team.
Q4. A Blue defender plays a pass through his own area towards a team-mate
standing a few yards in front of his keeper. But as the ball rolls, the keeper trots
out and picks it up. What would you do?
A4. No action required - the ball was not deliberately passed to the keeper. If it is
repeated and turns out to be a deliberate ruse to get round the back-pass law,
you should talk to the keeper and/or take action.
Q5 After a fierce but fair melee in the box, the ball drops to a Red striker. Before he
can tap it into the net, a Blue defender suddenly stops it with his hand, then points to
blood trickling down his face. What would you do?
A5. Call on medical help, then deal with the offender's actions. If you did not spot the
blood first before the handball, award a penalty and dismiss the defender for
DOGSO. If you did spot the blood first you have the option to rule that the game
stopped at that instant on safety grounds, and restart with a dropped ball. PTO
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Q6 A Red penalty taker slowly and meticulously prepares for his kick. But as he
walks back out of the area for his run-up, a Red team-mate suddenly races in and
smashes the ball into the net. What would you do?
A6. No goal. Part of the referee's duty is to identify the taker after which no other
player can take the kick instead. Award a retake.
Ed. Questions were taken from "In the referee's opinion" in Touchlines - Sutton RS,
and from "You Are The Ref" by Keith Hackett and Paul Trevillion)

What Would You Do ?
Question 1
Your assistant knocks the ball out of the quadrant as a winger tries to take a corner. The angry winger refuses to collect it, demanding your colleague does so instead. They square up to one another. What would you do?
Question 2
The losing red team grasps a life-line with a last-minute goal - they need one more
to equalise. But as the scorer races into the net to retrieve the ball, the keeper trips
him. Both are behind the goal line. What would you do?
Question 3
A debutant whose surname is Fluck is having a bad time - his shirt keeps creasing
to obscure one of the letters. Opponents and fans keep shouting the shorted version at him and he's close to tears. What would you do?
Question 4
A cup tie reaches 90 mins with the score at 2-2. After extra time the score is 4-4
and penalties needed to decide the outcome. Penalty after penalty are successfully scored until the away team step up for their fifth attempt. Just as you raise
your whistle, the home keeper takes two steps forward off his line, so you don't
blow. Before you have a chance to say anything, he steps back onto his line of his
own accord. However, the away player saw your initial movement and runs up to
take the penalty without waiting for your signal. It's a terrible effort and the ball sails
over the bar. The home team erupt from the centre-circle and run to join their
keeper in celebration. The away player sits with his head in his hands. What do
you do?
Question 5.
You are the assistant referee on a County Cup Final. The red team have an attacking free kick in your half of the field. Two of their forwards stand a good 10 yards
offside. Just as the kick is about to be taken, one of them runs back towards his
own players and another completely different red player makes a perfectly timed
run, racing past the defenders and drawing level with the other forward, who was
still standing alone but in an offside position. He jumps high and nods the ball
down to the other forward who has not moved. That forward volleys the ball home.
The entire defence loudly shout for offside. What would you do?
Question 6.
As a red team striker dribbles into his opponent's penalty area, you suddenly notice a major disturbance at the other end; two red team defenders are punching
each other inside their own penalty area. What would you do?
Ed. Questions were taken from "In the referee's opinion" in Touchlines - Sutton
RS, and from "You Are The Ref" by Keith Hackett and Paul Trevillion).
Courtesy Of The Chiltern Referee
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WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
www.TheFA.com

Wembley Stadium PO Box 1966
London SW1P 9EQ

FA Refereeing Department
National Managers
“name”@theFA.com

Neale Barry ; Head of Senior Referee Development

Surrey County Football Association
www.surreyfa.com

Unit 2E (2nd floor),St Martins House, St Martins
Walk,Dorking,Surrey,RH4 1UW 01372 373543

Referee Development Officer

Tim Lawrence 01372 373543

The Referees’ Association
www.the-ra.org
contact@the-ra.org
Tel 024 7642 0360

1c Bagshaw Close
Ryton on Dunsmore
Warwickshire
CV8 3EX

Surrey County Referees Association
Honorary Secretary

Brian Reader 01483 480651
gillian.reader@ntlworld.com

Guildford & Woking Alliance League
Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Surrey County Intermediate League
(Western) Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Suburban League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Tony King
tkingsfl@yahoo.co.uk

Combined Counties League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Philip Nash 07951 415046
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk

Southern Youth League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Nick Clark

Camberley & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m),
richard@harris-net.co.uk

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Bob Dick 07803 007233
bobmdick@btinternet..com

Farnham & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Colin Barnett 01252 328953
cbarnett5978184@aol.com

Surrey Elite Intermediate Football League Richard Brum 07956 185602
richard.brum@sky.com
Referees’ Secretary
Surrey Youth League
Referees’ Secretary

www.wsyl.org.uk
Alan Wiggins 01932 789376 alan.wiggins@wsyl.org.uk

Surrey Primary League
Referees Secretary

Melissa Brundish

referees@surreyprimaryleague.com

Middlesex County FA
Www.middlesexFA.com

39/41 Roxborough Rd Harrow,
Middlesex, HA1 1NS 0208 424 8524

Hampshire County FA
Www.hampshireFA.com

Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF 01256 853000

Berks and Bucks County FA
Www.berksandbucksFA.com

First Floor, Stratton Court, Kimber Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1BZ Tel: 01235 544890

London FA
Www.londonFA.com

11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sulivan Rd Fulham
London SW6 3DU 0870 774 3010

