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Christmas Party
8pm - 10pm
Christmas Fancy Dress
Quiz
Treasure Hunt
Raffle
Win next year’s RA Subscription

The January meeting will be on
Monday 4th January 2020
The deadline for the January Warbler is
Saturday 26th December
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the
Society or its’ Committee
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Hello again everyone and welcome to our last Warbler for 2020.
Well; what a year it’s been. We started back in January knowing little to nothing
about this apparent virus that had sadly killed a few people in China. I must admit that it didn’t register with me as to the seriousness until a lot later than it did
for others – perhaps I’m just one of those “let’s just crack on and see what happens” people?
I was on a game (Maidenhead Utd vs Stockport County in the National League
Premier) and the date was March 14th. I got to the ground, went into the changing room, and met with my fellow match officials. Also present was the Observer
(remember them, being allowed to come into the changing room?!!) and the
Referee Coach – both said that they were beyond surprised that the game was
even being played and that several fixtures in the same division that day had already been postponed due to teams not wishing to take part due to the risk.
Where had I been living, why hadn’t it registered with me?
Fast-forward nine months and here we all are now basically living in the “new
normal” and used to all these weird and not-so-wonderful (but entirely understandable) restrictions and guidelines we have to abide by, not just in football but
in daily life.
So, I just wanted to say that this year, I want to pay tribute to all of you, our members, who have resolutely and steadfastly stood strong against this terrible pandemic. Yes, it’s put paid to a few months of football BUT there are more important things in life than the game and our safety and our health is paramount.
It has meant that we haven’t been able to meet as a group since March to have
our meetings together at Meadow Sports. It has meant that we have had to
adapt in our ways to make life bearable and to keep the spirits up of others who
may be less fortunate, whether that be through loss of a loved one, the loss of a
job or livelihood or simply the loss of their ability to be able to undertake their
usual daily life.
I also want to pay tribute to several of our membership who either work directly
for the NHS or have family members who do so. What that sector has been
through (and continues to go through) is nothing short of ridiculous but again, the
fortitude and resolve is to be admired – thank you to all of you for what you have
done for all of us and our families.
And a big THANK YOU to all of you members who’ve supported the society this
year. We had to try and diversify and think of different ways to still be able to
bring us all together. And I’m proud of how we’ve done that – our monthly Zoom
meetings have been brilliantly attended by you and the input and interaction hasn’t diminished despite our virtual technology platform. We’ve still been able to
attract our usual array of top-quality guests plus run our Academy sessions
(thank you Pat) and host match-based clips to discuss and pick apart as only we
can!!
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Another virtual first for our society will happen in a week’s time when we have
our Christmas Party on Zoom!! Vince, Pat & Jacko have been working incredibly
hard behind the scenes to put together a format that we really believe will still be
fun for everyone so I look forward to seeing you all on Monday 14th at 8pm – let’s
make it one to remember!!
So, as we enter the twelfth month of 2020, the landscape is still uncertain for
football and for life in general. All I can ask is that you continue to follow the
guidelines to ensure we can get out of this pandemic as quickly as possible. The
sooner we can and do so, the sooner we can all be back together as a Society.
My final “thank you” goes to the members of the Committee who work so hard
behind the scenes to make my job so much easier (Yet again, I’m submitting this
late on a Sunday night when Mac really wanted it 24hrs earlier - sorry Mac!!)
Every single person on the Committee is dedicated to making this society thrive
and grow and I’m so happy to have them with me on this journey.
Merry Christmas to all of you, your families, and your
loved ones – I hope you can all enjoy it to the best of
your collective abilities and I look forward to seeing you
on the 14th December for our Xmas get-together and in
January when we start this all over again.
Season Greetings.

Andy

14th December

Society Virtual Christmas Party

4th January

Society Meeting. Steve Worsley

1st February

Society Meeting - Dave Phillips

1st March

Society meeting AGM

12th April

Society Meeting

10th May

Society Meeting
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2020/21 Membership
68 Full Members

2020 Current Status
General

£2632.65

Supplies

£212.37

Belgium

£0.00

8 Friends
2 Affiliate Members

Training Fund

76 Referees trained in 2019/2020 Centenary Fund (formerly
Youth Fund)
Total

£185.97
£538.86
£3,569.85

New Members
A belated warm Woking welcome to our new members who have joined us
this season. We hope that you enjoy a long and fruitful association with Woking Referees’ Society.
Morgan Hamilton ( Affiliated member)
Ollie Hind
Joshua Mugridge
Daniel Trout
Declan Wyattt
Joe Wright.

♦

A Society Committee meeting was held on the 25th November. Any member wishing to see the minutes should contact Mac. (macmcbirnie@gmail
com) Key points discussed and agreed were as follows :Roy Butler
The Committee have agreed to donate £100 to the British
Heart Foundation in honour of Roy Butler.
Centenary Club
As we are unable to meet in person, we have
obviously not been able to hold our monthly raffle, which help to maintain
the Society funds. It has been decided therefore to introduce a “Centenary
Club “ An outline of which is on page 10.
The profits from the “Club” ill go towards celebrating the Societies 100th
Anniversary in 2027. Longer serving members may remember the 75th
Anniversary Black Tie event which was a great success. Look out for more
details to be sent out soon.
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Myself, Vince Penfold, Colin Barnett, Dave Cooper and Stephen Brown from
Woking RS along with Derek Davies from Windlesham and Bob Dick from Guildford RS and also representing Surrey FA,attended Roy Butler’s funeral at Chertsey Cemetery last month. It was a quiet affair with just the family and a few
friends attending as well as the aforementioned and consisted of a simple burial
at the graveside. As the attending celebrant started speaking the heavens
opened and it lashed down with rain. . Fortunately I had brought my brolly but had
to hold onto it with both hands to stop it blowing away. As soon as the coffin was
lowered and Roy was laid to rest, the rain stopped and the sun came out. I’m sure
Roy was looking down and having the last laugh. His daughter assured us that he
had been dressed in his referees kit ( white topped socks of course) along with
his flags, cards and beloved Wolves shirt, so he can carry on reffing on that great
football pitch in the sky.
There has been much disquiet amongst the Referees Societies in Surrey regarding the Surrey FA decision to charge referees a £5 fee to attend an online Zoom
development session. Brian Reader, the secretary of the Surrey County RA has
questioned this decision and asked the question why this is the case given that
the previous development evenings at Imber Court have been free. The latter had
such PGMOL luminaries as Kevin Friend appearing in person, who I presume
would have been paid at least their travelling expenses. The guests for the forthcoming session will no doubt be appearing from “home” but I’ve no idea whether
they are being paid for their time.
The answer Brian has received from SFA is that coaches have to pay for courses
that they attend so why not referees particularly as they get paid for refereeing
whereas Club coached don’t.? As David Crick pointed out they seem to have forgotten that us referees have to pay SFA £20 each year to register. We also provide the SFA with income from the fines from cautions and dismissals we dish out
each game. I would be interested to know how much the latter generate each
season. Obviously not a lot so far this season I surmise.
Referees also of course also have to fork out for their kit, flags, whistles, cards
travel and all the other paraphernalia we need to perform our hobby.
SFA say that statistics prove that there can be bigger take up when a fee is
charged than not. I find this a bit disingenuous as there will obviously a lower drop
out if one has already coughed up the readies than if the event is free, but will the
total numbers be more or less? SFA say that the number of referees signed up
and paid has already exceeded expectations.
I attended a recent free RA online session where the guest speaker was Howard
Webb and according to my Zoom screen there were over 500 referees signed on.
I would be interested to find out how many attend the SFA event.
On a more cheerful note : Spurs, at the time of writing, are top of the Premier
League for the second week running. Who’d of thought it !
Wishing you all a very merry, albeit covid secure, Christmas and bring on the jab !

Mac
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Roy Butler RIP—A few anecdotes of the great man
Hi Mac,
I promised a few fond anecdotes about Roy Butler who I
have known for over 40 years.
Roy regularly represented the Society at the RA National
Conference each year. There were always laughs to be
had with Roy away from the serious conference matters
and one year was particularly amusing. The conference
was to be held in Manchester and the Woking refs
agreed to travel together by train. The journey was Woking to Guildford, then onto Reading for a connection to
Manchester. The party grew as people joined at various
stations along the way. Roy was waiting at North Camp
and, although not seen on the platform, he eventually
bustled into our carriage puffing and panting carrying a
huge suitcase. Roy’s face was as red as the matching
scarlet jumper, trouser and jacket combo he had chosen
for the trip! 'Pleasantries exchanged' the party was now
complete as we headed to Reading. On the platform Roy
was constantly stopping to talk to strangers; my he’s
popular we thought. As our train came into view all became clear, the service was run by Virgin Express! The
train crew, dressed head to toe in scarlet uniform, welcomed us on board and
were particularly pleased to see fellow Virgin worker! Poor Roy was pestered for
the entire trip with people worried about their connections. Roy was not amused
but our weekend was already off to a flyer.
I recall watching Roy referee at Waterer’s Park Knaphill. He whistled for ‘another
dodgy offside’ flagged by the home team’s linesman and a lad, who was through
on goal, booted the ball as hard as he could out of sheer frustration. Roy called
him over and gave him two choices; 1. a caution and a fine or 2. go and retrieve
the ball and don’t do it again, the lad choose option 2. A perfect piece of local
park’s refereeing; the lad suffered a dent to his pride rather than his wallet and he
was well behaved for the rest of the match.
Roy was present when I reffed my first ever match and gave me some great advice that helped me throughout my time in the middle. "Let the whistle talk” and
"keep running towards an incident after blowing to help sell the decision by being
closer to it if challenged” he advised.
Many years later I was in the middle at Hampton & Richmond and Roy was on
the line. Roy seemed a little distracted as we changed and prepared for the
match. As we walked to the middle Roy was beaming and waving to a figure in
the small crowd. When he ran to check the goal net he made a detour to speak
to this person before returning to witness the toss. "Who’s that"? I asked. "That’s
my new girlfriend" replied Roy. “Have a good game and impress her then” I encouraged him.
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The match was very one-sided and Roy had nothing to do for the first 35 minutes
or so. Suddenly the away team broke away from defending another corner and
the ball was belted forward to their lone striker, as I chased play I glanced to
make sure the striker hadn’t strayed offside, but there was no signal in fact there
was no Roy! He was further along the touchline, leaning over the barrier kissing
his new girlfriend! Realising a break was on, he dashed back into action and
eventually caught up with the rest of us! Apart from me no one had noticed, so at
halftime we had a few words and that was an end to it, I thought I owed him that
… and it was the only excitement he’d had in 45 minutes!!
Kind Regards
Pater Guest
Hi Mac
3 stories spring to mind:
Roy assessed me once for promotion. The game was at Chobham Rec which
many colleagues will know is a large pitch.
Both keepers had a habit of receiving the ball and giving it a long kick up field,
consequently I was up and down the field many times. At half time I left the field
thinking my fitness level was proving to be very useful. During the interval Roy
said "good application of law, good match control" and a few other positive comments before he threw in the final comment "but I do want you to keep up with
play, you seem to be chasing play rather than being with it !!". I was speechless.
In a game at Merrist Wood, one December, he was my AR. During the game one
of the players shouted very loudly at Roy "Are you F......g blind lino". I walked
over to Roy and said "Was he wishing you Happy Christmas" Roy smiled and
simply said "Red card please Stephen" , the card was duly administered.
At another game he was my AR and I could hear he was getting some stick from
a spectator. Roy eventually shouted at him "Don't you tell me how to run the line,
I've being doing this over 40 years. If you think you can do a better job then you
take my flag now". The spectator never spoke again.
A character I will never forget. RIP.
Stephen Brown
Hi Mac,
I remember one Saturday winters evening with the rain pouring down and a gale
blowing there came a loud banging on the window. My wife, thinking it was an
intruder suggested we should call the police. I answered the door to see Roy
standing there. He said “ Hi Colin, have you got a game for me tomorrow ?”
( Farhnam Vets League) I assured him that he had and so he went away happy.
Colin Barnett
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Welcome to our Centenary Club – a great way for you to support the Society by
helping build up funds towards the Society Centenary in 2027, while having a bit
of a flutter!
Here’s how it works:
50% of the money raised by the Centenary Club supports the Society’s Centenary fund and the other 50% is used as prize money for members. For example. If
100 members take part, the monthly prize is £100.
We draw the winning numbers each month at that month’s Society meeting. The
first draw will take place in March 2021.
Each number costs £2.
To join our Centenary Club, please set up a standing order for £2 a month, beginning February 2021, for each number bought. We will then allocate a number
to you and enter you into the monthly draw. The maximum amount of numbers
you may purchase is 5. All participants must be over 16.
If you win, the prize money will be transferred to your bank account or a cheque
be posted to your home address within one week of the draw and the name of
the winner published by email and in the Warbler. Unless you prefer to remain
anonymous
If you have any questions, please contact Bryan Jackson on 07590281101or
email centenaryclub@wokingreferees.co.uk
Thank you in advance for your support. We will be sending out further details
and application forms in the new year.

An invisible man married an invisible woman. Their kids were nothing to
look at either.
I didn’t think the chiropractor could improve my posture. But I stand corrected.
On our first date I took my new girlfriend to the ice rink because the entry was half
price. She called me a cheap skate.
Studies show cows produce more milk when the farmer talks to them. It’s a
case of in one ear and out the udder.
I used to date a one-legged girl who worked at a brewery. She was in charge
of the hops.
My cross-eyed wife and I just got a divorce. I found out she was seeing someone
on the side.
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EFL League One:
Tuesday 3rd November
Bristol Rovers vs Peterborough United
Assistant Referee 2: Andy Bennett
FA Cup First Round Proper:
Saturday 7th November
Charlton Athletic vs Plymouth Argyle
Assistant Referee 2 Andy Bennett
Surrey Senior Cup
15/12/20
Badshot Lea v Alford
Assistant Referee. Paul Saunders
Surrey Veteran’s Cup
17/01/21
Elstead v Milford & Witney
Referee : Colin Barnett
Surrey Intermediate Cup
12/12/20
Hersham v Battersea Ironsides (Saturday)
Referee Max van den Berg
Manorcroft United v Shottermill & Haslemere
Referee : Carl Jones

11

The Warbler

The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society

Andy opened the meeting, once more conducted via Zoom, and welcomed 22
members and guests to the November meeting. Apologies were received from
Stephen Brown and Paul Saunders.
As our advertised speaker was unable to attend Andy once more emailed out a
number of video clips for members to view prior to the meeting, with the emphasise on “Match Control”
But first Andy held a quick quiz which got us all thinking and actually engendered
some debate on one or two of them.
We then went on to discuss three video clips all of which demonstrated how
easy it is to lose control of a game.
Although you may not have attended the meeting I hope you all took the time to
look at the video clips.
A couple of them showed how either missing a couple of fouls, or even allowing
play to continue maybe trying to keep the game “flowing” can very quickly spiral
out of control. But as we all know, hindsight is wonderful thing.
One of the clips demonstrated how important it is to keep focused when the ball
goes out of play. As one members said “When the ball goes dead its time to
come alive”.
After a quick break Andy opened the meeting up for any questions.
Vince Penfold raised the question as to whether it was ok for a player who had
been dismissed to stay pitchside, particularly in the current situation with the
dressing rooms closed. The consensus was that rather than exacerbate a potential problem it would be ok just to ask the player to stand away from his/her
teammates. Carl Jones informed the meeting that he had done just that when he
issued a couple of red card in a recent game and it worked ok.
Carl also raised the question of the lack of toilet facilities at many venues at the
present time, as he was concerned at a recent game with the number of players
relieving themselves at near by bushes. The correspondence printed in the Warbler between Pete Rogers at Sutton RS and David Crick, where the former was
concerned with Park Rangers at public venues apparently issuing fines to players who were “caught short” As readers of the October Warbler would have
read, David’s answer was to be discreet as possible. (I really can’t understand
why clubs and public toilets are not open ? Ed )
Andy closed meeting at 10.15pm
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Letters to the Editor
Hi Mac
I managed to see part of the Zoom meeting on Monday
although my microphone isn't working at present so
couldn't join in.
Andy's first video was a coincidence with a discussion I had had earlier in the
day at a meeting with two officers of Reading RA.
After our 'official' business we talked about football and refereeing. One of them
had a game at the weekend, which had been uneventful for 70 minutes when
the ball went out for a throw-in. One player wanted to slow things down and
grabbed the ball although it was the other team's throw. An opposing player tried
to get the ball off him, which started a fight.
3 red cards later he gave up and abandoned the game. As he walked off the
spectators applauded him for his action and one lady said she would never
come to watch them again. No changing rooms of course, so he got straight into
his car and he said that as he drove off there was still fighting on the pitch.
Dick Sawden Smith
Hi Mac
I was watching a non league game where I saw a group of supporters who knew
me from having refereed them in the past. A time came when the referee at the
match gave a decision that was viewed as unpopular by this gathering who burst
into song 'Are you Hamish Brown in disguise.'
Well, I suppose it is nice to be remembered!
Hamish Brown
A Further Tribute to Roy
Hi Mac
My best memory of Roy is a game i did with him on one cold, wet Wednesday
night at Ashford. Arrive at the venue and like we all do, drop bags of in ref's room
grab a cup of tea and have a chat . Go out and check pitch , nets etc
We return to ref's room and start getting ready for the game and as it was wet Roy
decided to put a water proof jacket under his referees shirt so he didn't get to cold.
Then we all went to field of play to start the game recheck nets etc. Roy got the
game under way and after a few minutes of play Roy gave a corner to the home
side. He then spotted the corner flags weren't in place but Roy being Roy got it
sorted with out any fuss .
Roy the game will miss you.
All the best
Glenn La Roche
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ARE OUR LAWS EXPLICIT ENOUGH?
Prior to the 2016 annual meeting of the International FA Board, I read a copy of
the changes to the Laws of the Game that were being proposed. One of these
was a new offense of feinting and/or stopping at the end of the run up, at the
taking of a penalty kick.
When however the new law was published, there was no mention of stopping.
Was stopping then not to be an offence? I contacted David Elleray, Director of
the IFAB Technical Committee to check it out. Not at all, was his reply, we believe that a player stopping as about to kick the ball, is a form of feinting.
Since the start of this season, I have seen in televised games, two Championship and one Premier League game, where the penalty kicker has run up to the
ball and then stopped before taking the kick. The referees concerned have
awarded the goal but as far as I am aware, nothing has changed, no new instructions have been issued.
The problem for the majority of us who referee at lower levels is, as we all know,
players in our games go by what they see on television. So what do we do when
faced with a penalty taker who stops? The difference between the two scenarios
is very considerable. If we do not treat the stopping as an offence, a goal is
scored. If however, we abide by the IFAB intended ruling, then we should not
only disallow the goal but award an indirect free kick to the opposing team and
caution the kicker. Wouldn’t it be better if stopping was added to feinting in the
Law, to make it clearly understood?
Following goals being disallowed, due the ball hitting the shoulders of two
Bournemouth players last season, this year’s changes clarified where the arm
ended and the shoulder began. It was pleasing to see an illustration of this in
this year’s Laws of the Game. However, listening to some referees recently, they
seem to believe that this showed the sleeve of a players’ shirt. There was a suggestion that some clubs will lengthen their short sleeves. Perhaps it should also
be explained that to measure where the shoulder starts, put one thumb under
the other arm and move it up to feel the armpit and then wrap the other fingers
around the arm. Your index finger is where the shoulder ends. It’s nothing to do
with shirt sleeves
The new laws introduced two seasons ago, regarding accidental handball by attacking players, was perhaps not best written. This season it has been rewritten
making it read much easier. There was however, one new word added, which
apparently perturbed Premier League referees.
That was the word ‘immediately’. which they felt was not explicit enough. This
was referring to the time after the ball had touched an attackers hand/arm and a
goal being scored or a goalscoring opportunity created. The explanation for its
inclusion appeared in the IFAB’s notice of the changes as follows:
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‘It is not an offence if after an accidental handball, the ball travels some distance (pass or
dribble) or there are several other passes before the goal or goal scoring opportunity’.
Perhaps this could have been included in the
Laws as it should satisfy anyone who can’t
fathom out how long immediate is.

How High is Your Tolerance Level?
I had, some time ago, been asked by County to do a 5 to 4 assessment. I’ll tell
you now; the chap was, in my opinion, a shoo-in for promotion. I considered that
his application of law and match control was a pleasure to witness, and I told
him so in debrief. I also suggested he had a very high tolerance level.
I had neither whistled nor assessed on the League the two teams were registered with (at least one senior member of our Society has) but have never before witnessed, via some 250 Level 4 assessments and too many to count below that level, such constant usage of the ubiquitous ‘F’ word.
Now I’m not the world’s best at affecting great modesty or propriety (I looked up
prude in my dictionary!) but the ongoing gratuitous swearing had me thinking I
was back on National Service! I touched on it in debrief (you never know who
might be listening!) but we agreed that attempting to prevent such behaviour, a
common occurrence on television for instance, was more or less beyond prevention at senior levels of soccer.
But it wasn’t just the ‘F’ word; there was the ongoing fatuous appealing, sometimes from considerable distance, for offside, foul throws, foul tackles, you
name it. The referee rode it all, concentrating on what, one has to say, really
matters. A quiet word here and admonishment there, and eventually yellow
cards at 80 and 89 minutes – and no errors recorded in my notebook
.
But how high is your tolerance level?

Writing in The Chiltern Referee
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Adie Gets Tested
As we emerge from Lockdown #2 the good news is that the local grass-roots
football as well as the youth games are back. We all miss our games so it is
great to return. Obviously your Leagues will do their utmost to keep the fixtures
going but it is imperative that we all follow the government guidelines to keep
everybody safe. Remember, if it does not feel safe it probably isn’t so my advice
is not to push your luck. We will have 3 weeks of games before Christmas in the
SCILW and the G&WAFL so plenty of matches to go around.
For those who attended the SCILW Referees Forum on the 1st of December, we
were treated to a great meeting and joined by both Richard Garland and Bob
Dick from County. Richard gave us a little chat about report writing and has
asked that I pass on his advice that if you have an issue with your reports to give
County a bell and they will assist. All seems to be going well but Richard did
pass on to us that offences seem to be higher this season. I have my own views
but there could be many factors including the frustration of the lockdowns.
Unfortunately I came down with a very aggressive chest infection. It really put the
wind up me as it came on suddenly and when I went to bed, when I laid down I
couldn’t breathe. Convinced I had the dreaded Covid 19 I spent that night (and
the following one) in a reclining chair. Diane phoned the 111 number and I was
diagnosed with the infection. Supplied with antibiotics and an inhaler we both had
to get a Covid 19 check (negative thank heavens) but I was off work for 2 weeks.
Still not 100% and a bit breathless plus I lost my appetite. It will be a while before
I can go out and officiate again but then I guess as I am now 60 it will take longer
to fully recover. The other issue is I am refraining from doing any woodcraft due
to the dust. No matter how much I extract there is still a lot about and it will only
aggravate my chest. Guess I will have to sit around the house. Sitting at home on
your own and unable to do anything makes you realise how cr#p daytime TV is.
C’est la Vie!!
For those of you who frequent the Stonebridge to
Peasmarsh area via Trunley Heath Road/Tilthams
Corner Road will be delighted to see that after 10
months it is finally open again. Mind you, there are
whacking great kerbs on the hump-back bridge near
the sewage farm and I can see a few car panels and
doors coming to grief in them. Not only are they high
but really sharp edges. The Council may find a plethora of claims coming their way, but at least they resurfaced it and got rid of a few potholes (don’t get me
started on that again)!!
Have a very safe and restful Christmas

Adie
Wishing you a speedy recovery from us all at Woking RS .
16
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Stephanie Frappart becomes first woman to referee in
men's Champions League
By Ben Morse, CNN
French referee Stephanie Frappart made history on Wednesday night
when she became the first female to
referee a men's UEFA Champions
League match.
The 36-year-old took charge of Juventus' Group G match against Dynamo
Kiev in Turin. The Italian side eventually won 3-0, with Federico Chiesa,
Cristiano Ronaldo and Alvaro Morata
grabbing the goals.
It is not the first top-level men's game Frappart has taken charge of however.
She became the first female referee to officiate a major men's European final
when she took charge of the UEFA Super Cup final between Liverpool and
Chelsea in September, 2019.
Just a month prior to that, Frappart had seemingly reached the pinnacle to
women's refereeing when she took charge of the World Cup final between the
US and the Netherlands in France.
In October, Frappart looked after her first Europa League game when Leicester
City hosted Ukrainian side Zorya Luhansk.
Speaking after the Super Cup in Istanbul, Frappart told CNN that although officiating the biggest games in women's football helped her adjust to the pressure of
working in men's football, the size of the crowd's were a real step up for her.
"It was a pretty special feeling when you walked out in the stadium and the
crowd were actually cheering for us," she explained. "I've never experienced
that and in such a big, big match. In the warm-up I looked around and I was like,
the other teams aren't here so they have to be cheering for us.

Man, 74, is world’s oldest pro footballer
Egyptian grandfather Ezzeldian Bahader has been recognised as the world’s oldest professional footballer after
completing a second full match just short of his 75th birthday. He was awarded the title by Guinness World Records
after his team, called 6th October, lost 3-2 to El Ayat
Sports Club, in Egypt’s third division.
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DOES THE POINT OF THE THROW REALLY MATTER?
The Law is absolutely clear that the ball must be thrown from the point where it
left the field of play (Law 15 p129 in the 20/21 LOG).
The point is a very precise indication: think point of a pencil, for example. In
practice, this requirement is seldom met, and is not usually insisted upon by
match officials. Does this matter?
I would suggest that at some levels of the game it does matter, but at others
much less so. There are, inevitably, different priorities in the interpretation of
many of the Laws at the various levels of the game. In this respect, the throw in is
no different.
In the local park on small pitches and with a marked lack of skill among the players, a long throw can be a potent, and perhaps the only, attacking weapon. In
these circumstances the correct position for the taking of the throw can be important.
In games of this sort I note carefully where the ball has crossed the touchline for
the first time in the match. I take up a position directly infield from this point and
use my arm and voice to indicate where the throw is to be taken. “Yes please,
player,” I say. An additional advantage of this procedure is that the players get to
hear my voice, perhaps for the first time, in helpful, polite mode. It tells them I’m
paying attention, and reminds them that I’m the decision maker. It’s helpful if the
first decision is noncontroversial!
Some players, and even some referees, think that it is within the Law to take a
throw from nearer their own goal line than where the ball left the field of play,
but the player who chooses to do this will be hoping to gain some advantage for
the team, perhaps by catching opponents unawares.
At the higher levels of the game, certainly from the Supply Leagues upwards, the
accepted practice for many years has been to allow a great deal of leeway in the
position of throws. Match officials have no choice but to operate within this prevailing culture. To do otherwise would risk alienating both players and coaches,
thereby losing their confidence and co-operation in much more significant decisions.
SOME LAWS ARE MUCH MORE IMPORTANT THAN OTHERS
WE NEED TO APPRECIATE WHICH ONES THEY ARE AND IN WHICH CIRCUMSTANCES THEY
MATTER MOST

Jim de Rennes
Kingston RS
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HANDBALL INTERPRETATION GONE MAD?
Perhaps I’m somewhat biased since the incident penalised the team representing the city of my forefathers from which my surname is derived. Even allowing
for that, the awarding of a penalty for handball against the Rennes’ defender Dalbert in their game against Chelsea in the Champions League seemed less than
just.
In a crowded penalty area and at short range Dalbert blocked a shot from
Tammy Abraham. The ball hit his shin and deflected onto his arm. If it had not
struck his arm it would have hit his body.
German referee Felix Zwayer spent a long time looking at the pitch side monitor
before deciding to award the penalty and caution the player. Having been cautioned earlier in the game, Dalbert was now sent off and Chelsea went into a 2-0
lead from the penalty kick. Game over not very long after it had begun.
Is this the interpretation of handball we really want to see? I don’t, especially
when it’s against MY team!
Unless you’re very lucky, it will happen against YOUR team as well before the
season’s over, if it hasn’t done so already!
Even worse, in your own refereeing you must continue to apply this ludicrous interpretation, and manage the justifiably outraged reactions as best you can.

Jim de Rennes
Kingston RS

Jim at the American Express Community Stadium, home of his beloved Brighton
and Hove Albion Football Club, the team he has supported for 65 years, on the
occasion of a charity match in 2017.
Readers should note the correct method of indicating the position of a free kick
by showing the flag as a continuation of the arm.. …. Mac
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The Observer says…
……. Dear Observer, I am on the Promotion scheme
7-6 and would appreciate your advice from my recent
observation. The Observer in the ‘Development’ section wrote that in his opinion I should have produced a
yellow card for a reckless challenge. I was approximately ten yards from the incident and had in my opinion an excellent side on
view of the incident. My mind went through the process of the following –
• Was there contact?……………………...Yes
• Was the contact fair or unfair?……….From my position it was unfair
• Was the challenge careless/reckless or excessive force?…….It was in my
opinion a careless challenge J
Just before the free kick was taken I noticed that the Observer was standing on
the touchline but was approximately fifty yards away. He certainly did not have
a side on view as I did and felt it was unfair that he said after the game that he
would have given me a higher mark as this would have shown that I was in control and that I was lucky the behaviour of the players did not escalate. There
were no yellow or red cards produced as the players played the match in a
sporting manner. Should I be producing yellow cards to ‘please’ the Observer?
Can you please advise.
Dear Promotion Candidate, In your letter you have answered a couple of questions/points I would have asked in my post-match debrief with you; i.e. regarding was there contact in the challenge, (Yes), was it a fair or an unfair challenge, (unfair) therefore, as you obviously did, you awarded a free kick. Now to
the part of law, (Law 12 - Fouls & Misconduct) that determines whether disciplinary action is needed to be taken, 1) was the challenge careless (Y) - then
maybe a quiet word, 2) was the challenge reckless (Y) - caution or 3) was the
challenge reckless with excessive force that endangers an opponent’s safely
(serious foul play) (Y) - Dismissal from the FoP.
From your position you considered it was only careless and not reckless and
therefore no formal disciplinary action in your opinion was required, however,
the observer, who you said was approximately 50 yards away had a different
opinion, which he is fully entitled to.
This being said, I am disappointed that before coming to the opinion that he had
i.e. that a caution was required, he did not discuss the incident with you first in
their post-match debrief to hear what you saw and why you considered a caution was not required. Then if he considered your interpretation of law was incorrect, he should outline that in his report on your overall performance, giving
the appropriate advice.
Furthermore, I am disappointed to hear his comment about giving a higher
mark, which I consider is totally unacceptable, even before going home to write
his report after considering all the elements of your game first, (application of
law, match control, positioning and even the weather conditions), and then and
only then coming to a final conclusion on a mark.
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Bearing in mind I was not present at the game, so cannot make specific comments about it, but if the one incident did require formal action to be taken by
you, as you have highlight, there was no need for any other formal disciplinary
action to be taken, therefore, it is my opinion, and only my opinion your control
over the rest of the game did not seem to have been called into question unnecessarily, if at all, especially as you say it was played in a sporting manner.
Now to the most important question you raise "should a referee produce yellow
cards to please the observer. Answer NO. You and all referees should referee a
game the same way every week, irrespective of whether there is an observer
present or not, formal disciplinary action should only be taken as and when necessary and not just because you are being watch, too many unnecessary cautions could also have an adverse effect of your overall performance (man management). An experienced observer will soon pick up if a referee is refereeing
differently just because he is being observed.
I hope this is helpful to you and may I wish you all the best for the future.

The Observer
Courtesy of The Normidian

TIPPING Point,
Ben Shephard: “The words brook, brown and rainbow can go before which word
to give a species of freshwater fish?”
Harry: “Dolphin.”
Ben Shephard: “Ciabatta bread originated in which European country?”
Damien: “India.”
Ben Shephard: “Which former Conservative party leader is often known by the
initials IDS?”
Damien: “I’m going to go with the obvious. Margaret Thatcher.”
Great Sporting Insights
DION Dublin: “I’d like to see youth given a chance. Ideally, someone who’s retired.”
Ally McCoist: “The atmosphere will be fantastic, even though there are no fans in.”
Alex Scott: “Compared to Belgium, Denmark are a different opposition.”
Christmas Groans (via Brian Reader)
How does Christmas Day end?
With the letter Y.
How many letters in the Christmas alphabet?
25. The Christmas alphabet has "no el"..
What carol can be heard in the desert?
O, camel ye faithful.
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MURPHY’S MEANDERINGS
Not all my early refereeing memories are of football. When I became a referee, I
joined the South of the Thames Referees’ Society. It was a very social society
and as well as a football team, for which I played, also had a cricket team which
played friendlies in the summer. I never played cricket, I wasn’t any good, but
Carol and I decided to support them one Saturday afternoon. My father in law
had been a very good cricketer, playing to a high standard, in his time. Now retired, he hadn’t played for some time but was still very much into it and asked if
he could come along as well.
When we arrived, we found that the team were two players short and I was asked
if I would play to which I reluctantly agreed. I volunteered my father in law but it
was clear that, as the captain looked at this elderly, stout man, he had reservations. However, it was Hobson’s choice, and with nobody else available bit the
bullet and accepted him. My father in law tried to appear nonchalant but I could
see that inside he couldn’t wait to get going.
The SOT went in first and my father in law was asked to bat at number 4. To be
honest we weren’t very good and were totally outclassed. Our first two batsmen
did score runs but neither of them lasted too long. The look of excitement as my
father in law walked to the crease was a joy to behold but from the first ball it was
obvious there would be little running between the wickets. Singles never happened and twos became a one run walk. As another player was dismissed, he’d
decided what he’d do, he’d treat it as a beer match and try to concentrate on
boundaries. When he became the ninth wicket to fall, he was in the forties and
our highest scorer. I replaced him, and never bothered the scorer.
During the interval my father in law got into conversation with one of our opponents who, it transpired, had played against him on several occasions. As the
player returned to his team, he made a throwaway comment to our captain about
“hoping that my father in law was not going to bowl". When asked, my father in
law replied that “he had been known to turn his arm over.” He fielded in the slips
and after a couple of overs came on to bowl, using a two-step run up. Our opponents didn’t have a lot of trouble reaching our total but my father in law finished
with the best bowling figures and four wickets, one a caught and bowled. It would
have been five but I dropped one which he never let me forget.
The SOT played several matches that season. I know because the Secretary
rang me up before every game asking me if I was coming to watch and, if so,
would I bring my father in law. I did mention it to him but he declined having been
unable to walk for a week afterwards. He did, however, eventually move down to
Basingstoke where he joined a Hampshire League cricket club and umpired for
them for many years. I was never asked to play for the SOT cricket team again!
*********************************************
I met up with my old mate Eric recently. As usual we talked about football, he’s
always good for a few stories.
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“It’s funny,” he said, “How players open their mouths and put their foot in it.
Take a local game that I was refereeing. One team had an aging goalkeeper.
With five minutes to go the opponents centre forward kicked the ball high over
the crossbar. With the wind behind it the ball sailed on for a couple of hundred
yards. Although winning 2-0 the goalkeeper sprinted after the ball, retrieved it,
and sprinted back. Putting the ball on the six-yard box for the goal kick he
shouted proudly to his centre half, “I can still show the young ones what fitness
is, I’ve still got it”. However, as he took the goal kick, he stumbled and miskicked the ball straight to the centre forward on the edge of the penalty area.
He was then committed to doing a “kamikaze” dive at the forward’s feet but
missed the ball completely. It ended in the goal and he only succeeded in colliding with the forward’s knee. As a result of the collision he was unable to continue, was substituted and had to be taken to hospital for a check up to find out
if any ribs were broken. He didn’t have it then.”
“I was watching a local match one Saturday played on Grand National Day. The
club linesman was running the line with his flag in one hand and a transistor radio in the other listening to the sports programme. At half time the club linesman
asked the referee if the break could be extended so that they could listen to the
Grand National on the radio. The referee agreed and the players were happy so
they all sat around listening to the race on the radio. Once the race was over
they started the second half.”

Tony Murphy

AshTaxis
6 Seater Taxi
Airports , Docks, Social Functions

Competitive Prices
24 hours by appointment
Contact —Colin Barnett on
Tel.
01252 328957
Fax
01252 654811
Mob 07831 404 066
E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com
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Willy the ‘Red Card’ Referee

Dear Willy,
You are by far the worst referee I have ever seen. Last week as I prepared to
challenge an opponent I lost my footing and began to slip. It was a complete accident that as I stumbled forward and I head butted the opponent. It was just a
coincidence that thirty seconds previously you had cautioned me for an alleged
‘reckless’ challenge on the same opponent. How can an innocent ‘slip’ be a red
card offence?
Yours with no affection.
Disgruntled player
Willy the Red card ref replies ‘I remember the incident well. A reckless challenge
as per the Laws of the Game, Law 12, is described as ‘Reckless is when a player
acts with disregard to the danger to, or consequences for, an opponent must be
cautioned’ Yes, you may have slipped and lost your footing but you appeared to
dive into the opponent head first and dived in an upwards motion as if on purpose
to make contact with the opponents head. Most people when they slip instinctively move downwards towards the ground. You are entitled to your opinion
about my referring performances and far from me to comment about the open
goal you missed from one yard in the last minute of the game!’

------------------------------------------Dear Willy,
Why are you still reffing? You do not know the rules and booked me when you
said I had not retreated ten yards at a free kick. You paced ten steps but they
were giant steps and you were at least fifteen yards from the ball. No one ever
gets booked for this so called offence.
No kind regards,
Reds Rovers No 2
Willy the red card ref replies ‘Firstly they are laws and not rules. Secondly they
are cautions and not bookings. Law 13 clearly states all opposing players must
be a minimum ten yards from the ball. Believe me when I pace ten steps give or
take an inch that is ten yards!
I asked you to retreat twice and added if you did not you would be cautioned. My
request was ignored so a yellow card was produced. Maybe I will bring my tape
measure with me next time to prove I can pace ten yards correctly!’
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Dear Willy,
I went out with my mates a few weeks ago and promised my wife I would return
home by eleven o’ clock and be sober.
I returned at one o’clock in the morning and had possibly drunk more than I
should have. I apologised in the morning and my wife hasn’t spoken to me now
for three weeks.
Willy the red card ref replies

‘Lucky you!

----------------------------------------------Dear Willy,
You awarded a free kick against me as you claimed I had committed a ‘careless’
challenge against an opponent. I started to tie my boot laces up and you requested I stand up and tie up my laces elsewhere. I knew it would only take a
few seconds but you cautioned me. I have never in all my years heard of any
player ever being booked for ‘tying up their laces’.
Yours not in sport,
Blues United Defender
Willy the red card ref replies ‘I don’t want to put my foot in it so to speak but I did
ask you to move three times and you were cautioned for delaying the restart. You
could have tied your laces anywhere on the pitch but you choose to do so right by
the player about to take the free kick’.
-------------------------------------------Dear Willy,
My team have reached a cup final but I have arranged a week end away with my
new girlfriend. What would you do?
Yours confused,
Onapromise FC
Willy the red card ref replies Easy decision. It has to be the cup final. Your girlfriend won’t make you a cup of tea at half time or award you with a medal. (I have
not been appointed to your match so I am available to take your girlfriend away if
that helps!)
Always here to help!

Willy the ‘Red Card’ Ref
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From whistles to watches,
flags to record cards, shirts to
socks, Gareth’s got the lot.
Help support the society and
make sure you give Gareth a
call for all your refereeing needs
garethheighes@btinternet.com 07707 118446

Price List
Score pads- £1.50
Referee cards set- £1.50
Referee cards- 50p each
Pump- £3.50
Pressure gage- £3.50
Pump needle- £1.50
Lanyards - £3
Flags- £4.50
Woking RA Polo Shirt - £12
Woking RA Hoodie - £18
Surrey FA badge- £4
Referee socks- £2.50
Various Donated Nike Referee Kit and Training Gear
(make me an offer)
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Referees Wanted
for the

Farnham & District Sunday
Veterans League

If you are interested
Please call
Colin on 01252 328 953
Or Linda on 01276 512 735

Advice on the prevention of
Stalking and Harassmentment
Hamish Brown MBE
Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector
UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to:
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com
Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com
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How should Referees deal with abuse?
In an ideal world they shouldn't have to put up with abuse of any kind. However
we do not live in an ideal world and abuse happens, unfortunately very often. As a
referee what is the best strategy for dealing with it?
Most spectators will have witnessed a situation where an official is harassed for
making an unfavourable call. Whether it is a professional footballer insulting the
referee’s mother, or parents of junior players threatening officials at a local five-aside match, abusing the ref has become a “normal” part of football.
Match officials encounter an array of hostile behaviours from players, coaches
and spectators ranging from verbal abuse to physical assault. The most common
form of abuse exhibited is verbal aggression, with 64% of match officials in one
study claiming to have frequently experienced such actions, followed by threats
(36%). Worryingly 15% of the match officials reported physical abuse while on the
job.
The overall pattern of abuse seems to be consistent across all levels of football, a
worrying trend when you consider that amateur referees are as young as 14. And
with a considerably lower presence of security and protection within amateur football matches – often none – referees are more exposed to aggressive conduct,
which explains why more serious assaults on referees often take place during
amateur matches.
Exposure to abuse can have adverse effects on an official’s performance, many
referees report a loss in concentration and motivation after being criticised by
players and spectators. And more serious effects of abuse can also develop long
after the game. Research has shown that exposure to similar forms of abuse
within other occupational settings can have numerous psychological consequences – including an increase in anxiety levels.
The damaging effects of this abuse are reflected in the dwindling referee retention rates – with more referees quitting their jobs due to being constantly abused.
This is likely to lead to a reduction in skilled match officials. And with referees
playing a significant role to ensure that football is played fairly and correctly, this
can only result in poorer quality games at all levels.
On top of this, many fear that the normalisation of abusive conduct will have a
negative effect on the junior players at grassroots levels. This is because failure
to intervene against match official abuse could give footballers of tomorrow the
wrong message about appropriate conduct.
Players and spectators often engage in abusive behaviour in part due to what’s
known as “in-game triggers”. These can be frustrations towards a decision they
believe to be unfair – or as a method of externalising their problems in the game.
Many people also use interpersonal conflict with the referee in an attempt to influence future refereeing decisions.
Such abuse is frequently demonstrated by players and managers at the highest
level of football – who often face little consequences for their actions. As a result,
these actions are seen as acceptable conduct by viewers and spectators. And it
normalises the behaviour as an integral part of football. This allows players and
spectators to emulate the actions in future matches with little consideration of the
moral implications.
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Children, teenagers and even adults frequently try to imitate the mannerisms of
their favourite footballers be it copying their hairstyles or their skills when playing
the game. One reason for this copycat behaviour is what social psychologists
refer to as “vicarious reinforcement”. This is the act of imitating another person,
in an attempt to reap the same rewards as them. Now ask yourself, what would
be going through a junior player’s mind when they witness a successful footballer
they look up to shouting at the referee for giving a decision against their team.
While referees have various tools to deal with abuse, such as warning offenders
as to their future behaviour, cautions and sending off, one of the most important
things to do is to report it. I have regularly attended District and County Football
Association meetings where the subject of referee abuse has been raised and
the response is nearly always the same, "We haven't heard anything about it".
If the authorities do not know what is happening at grassroots level then they
cannot do anything to solve the problem. Individual clubs, league administrators,
local FAs, County FAs, local referees associations are all there to help you, the
referee, but they need to be kept informed of what is occurring.
Courtesy of The Last Word published by Sheffield & Hallamshire RA

Man, 23, is banned from keeping pets for
verbally abusing his Rottweiler
A man has been banned from keeping pets after being
prosecuted for verbally abusing his dog after he was recorded calling her a 'dirty little mutt'.
Joshua Ponsford, 23, pleaded guilty to one animal welfare
offence after being prosecuted by the RSPCA.
The animal charity took Ponsford to court after hearing a
recording of him verbally berating his dog, a Rottweiler
named Lulu.
Ponsford was banned from keeping animals for five years at Bristol Magistrates
Court on November 4.
Alongside the five-year animal ownership disqualification, which cannot be appealed for three years, Ponsford was given a six-week curfew.
He must also complete 20 rehabilitation activity requirements days and was asked
to pay £200 costs plus a £90 victim surcharge.
It appears to me that we referees need an organisation such as the RSPCA. Perhaps we could call it Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Referees. If
players and coaches could be prosecuted for abusing referees’, along with the accompanying penalties, it might just make them think twice before opening their
mouths. - but I doubt it ! Mac
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WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
www.TheFA.com

Wembley Stadium, Wembley, London HA9 0WS
0800 169 1863

FA Refereeing Department
National Managers
“name”@theFA.com

Neale Barry ; Head of Senior Referee Development

Surrey County Football Association
www.surreyfa.com

Meadowbank Football Ground, Mill Lane, Dorking
Surrey, RH4 1DX 01372 384190

Referee Development Officer

Brent Pettit Tel: 01372 387 094
Email: Brent.Pettit@SurreyFA.com

The Referees’ Association
www.the-ra.org
contact@the-ra.org
Tel 024 7642 0360

1c Bagshaw Close
Ryton on Dunsmore
Warwickshire
CV8 3EX

Surrey County Referees Association
Honorary Secretary

Brian Reader 01483 480651
ramblingref@gmail.com

Guildford & Woking Alliance League
Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Surrey County Intermediate League
(Western) Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Suburban League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Dave Goater
dave.gosubrefs@outlook.com

Combined Counties League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Philip Nash 07951 415046
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk

Mid Week Isthmian Youth League
Referee and Assistants Secretary

Roger Wells 07723 304332 roger.wells99@outlook com

Camberley & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m),
richard@harris-net.co.uk

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Bob Dick 07803 007233
bobmdick@btinternet..com

Farnham & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Colin Barnett 01252 328953
cbarnett5978184@aol.com

Surrey Elite Intermediate Football League Richard Brum 07956 185602
richard.brum@sky.com
Referees’ Secretary
Surrey Youth League
Referees’ Secretary
U16 - U18s Stephen Brown

referees@wsyl.org.uk

Surrey Primary League
Referees Secretary

Tim Wilson / Mo Sher
referees@surreyprimaryleague.com

Middlesex County FA
Www.middlesexFA.com

Rectory Park, Ruislip Rd, Northolt, Middlesex UB5 5FA
0208 515 1919

Hampshire County FA
Www.hampshireFA.com

Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF 01256 853000

Berks and Bucks County FA
Www.berksandbucksFA.com
London FA
Www.londonFA.com

mcfcfan@btinternet.com

1, Kimber Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1SG
Tel: 01235 558450
11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sullivan Rd Fulham
London SW6 3DU 0207 610 8360

