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Next month’s meeting  will be on   
Monday 10th January 2022 

The deadline for the January Warbler is 
Friday 24h December 2021 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the  
Society or its’  Committee  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                     Agenda  

 
♦ 7.30  Meet at the bar.  
 
♦ 8.00 Chairman’s Welcome 
 
♦ Christmas Dinner 
 
♦ Grand Christmas Raffle & Quiz & Mega  
 Centenary Draw  
 
♦ Back to the bar ‘till home time (or closing time?) 

 

 
 
 

Sutton Green Golf Club 
New Lane 

Sutton Green 
Guildford 
GU4 7QF 
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Seasons’ Greetings to everyone and welcome to our 
festive edition of the Warbler – where has 2021 gone 
already? 
 
Let’s dive straight into things with an update on the lat-
est at Surrey FA HQ. 
Last week (at the time of writing) saw RDO interviews 
taking place so we should hopefully have a replace-
ment announced for Brent shortly. 
 
Also, Craig Hicks has returned to Surrey FA in an in-
terim capacity to oversee the Development Group and 
to be someone who can focus on refereeing issues 
short-term. This is great news and I’m sure you will all 
join me in welcoming Craig back into Surrey FA.  
 
Another item that has cropped up, both in grassroots but also professional foot-
ball recently is competition rules not being adhered to by the match officials.  
 
There have been one or two fairly high-profile cases in FA competitions whereby 
games have had to be replayed due to the match officials incorrectly applying 
competition laws and also the laws of the game. Can I urge you all as we enter 
prime county cup and FA competition time to READ AND UNDERTSAND the 
competition rules regarding sin bins, number of substitutes allowed and extra 
time as a minimum – I don’t want any Woking Society members to be thrust into 
the unfortunate spotlight, especially with social media being as noisy as it is – 
thank you!! 
 
I’m looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible at Sutton Green Golf 
Club for our annual Xmas Dinner on Monday 13 th December. As always, Martin 
Read and Jacko have done a sterling job in arranging this and putting it all to-
gether – please support the Society at the event as it promises to be another fun 
night and this time at a new venue. I know we have very limited places left at the 
time of writing (Sun 28 th Nov) so please contact Jacko ASAP to reserve your 
place. 
 
Congratulations to all our members who continue to receive county cup and FA 
appointments – it is truly pleasing to see regular but also new names each 
month on the list.  
 
Please keep letting us know on our WhatsApp group of your Plums along with 
an email to Mac so that he can make sure you get the proper acknowledgement 
in the following months Warbler. 
 
 Keep up the good work everyone, we’re proud of you representing the society. 
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The Chairman and Committee would like to 
take this opportunity to wish all our members 
a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful and 

Prosperous New Year.  
 

 May 2022 bring you polite players,  
magnanimous managers, amicable  
assessors and wonderful whistling.   

Finally, remember to be strong with clubs as we approach the traditional time of 
year for match postponements – know your mind, don’t be persuaded to get 
games on if it is clear that the safety of the players, the match officials and/or 
spectators are compromised – I know we all love football and want to be part of 
Saturdays, Sundays and midweeks BUT not to the detriment of your own credi-
bility or match control. If anyone needs any guidance on this, please feel free to 
contact me so we can ensure you’re comfortable in what you say and how you 
say it. 
 
Right, that’s it – enjoy your Xmas and New Year, be safe, eat and drink respon-
sibly (but well, of course!!) and most of all, enjoy your time with your family and 
loved ones.  
 
See you on Monday 13th and in January for our first meeting of 2022!! 
 
Merry Christmas to you all. 
 

Andy 
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2020/21 Membership 

Current 

71 Full Members 

12 Friends 

3 Affiliate Member 

 

2021 Current Status  

General £2345.50 

Supplies £152.55 

Belgium £0.00 

Training Fund £181.97 

Centenary Fund (formerly 
Youth Fund) 

£1537. 58 

Total £4226.60 

The November winners were  
Richard Adamson 

and  
Brian Reader 

 
♦ A warm Woking welcome to newly qualified member Harvey Cross. We wish 

 him a long and fruitful association with Woking Referees’ Society.  
 
♦ Congratulations to Matthew Mahoney for completing his five first games and 

being awarded his Referees’ Badge at the November meeting.  
 
♦ There’s still time to book your seat at the Christmas Dinner on 13th Decem-

ber at Sutton Green Golf Club, for the cost of just one match fee (£35). The 
menu is on the opposite page and your choices and money should be sent 
to Bryan Jackson at wokingrefmembers@aol.com. 

     
♦ With the resignation of SCFA RDO, Brent Pettit, Craig Hicks has taken on 

part of the role in a part time capacity, concentrating mainly on the Referee 
Development Group. Emma Barnes at SFA is currently the point of contact 
for any refereeing queries.  

 
♦ The raffle at our November meeting raised a record £64 so thanks to  every-

one who contributed.  
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Chairman Andy opened the November meeting and welcomed members and 
our guest speaker Tim Robinson, SG2 referee and Friend of Woking Referees’ 
Society 
Apologies were received from Richard Hailstone, Tim Lawrence, Paul Saunders 
and Harvey Cross.  40 members  and guests were in attendance.  
 
Tim’s presentation was entitled Achieving Success Through High Performance. 
Tim started by asking the audience what was their biggest achievement. An-
swers ranged from being appointed County Cup Finals to officiating at the new 
Wembley stadium. His, he said,  was being appointed referee in a Premiership 
game namely Newcastle v Burnley.  
He asked how does one achieve high performance and showed  a video  clip of 
Jenson Button explaining that although he probably didn’t have the natural abil-
ity of someone like Lewis Hamilton, he achieved his success by working harder, 
preparing more thoroughly, working closely with mechanics and engineers. 
Tim likened this to refereeing. Obvious attributes such as fitness and a thorough 
knowledge of the Laws of the Game are a given, but also understanding the 
game and what the players expect are also  vital. Total Engagement was a term 
he used.  
We discussed “what do players want from referees?”  The answers included  
consistent decision making ; The correct “big decisions”  ; Protection ; Honesty 
and someone to blame! 
High performance is also achieve by having purpose, process and pride. 
We then watched a number of video clips demonstrating the importance of cor-
rect process and controlling the controllables.  
We discussed what impacts our decision making. Temperature of the game, 
player reaction and interpretation of the LOTG were some of the factors.  
Tim talked about how the Select Group regularly meet to discuss how they can 
work closer together by watching incidents and agreeing on the correct sanc-
tions from Red Card to No Foul so that there is consistency between then. He 
finished by summing up with the following. Do the right thing, in the right way 
and at the right time.  
Andy thanked Tim for once more taking the time to visit us at Woking and for an-
other fascinating presentation before presenting him with a bottle of wine. 
Vince then gave a short speech congratulating Dave Cooper on achieving 50 
year as a referee and Tim presented Dave with a bottle of wine. n.b. Dave was 
due to collect his official award at the Surrey FA Event, but unfortunately that 
has been postponed until the New Year. 
Tim also presented newly qualified referee Matt Mahoney with his referee badge 
after completing his first 5 games.  
Martin Read informed the meeting of the forthcoming Christmas Dinner, to be 
held this year at Sutton Green Golf Club and read out the menu (see page 7)  
On the training front, Gareth Heighes said that he and fellow Surrey Referee De-
velopers had so far trained 200 new referees this year and hoped to train an-
other 100 by the end of the year. Andy thanked Gareth for his hard work and 
closed the meeting at 10.10pm. 
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Above ;  Dave Cooper accepts a bottle of wine from Tim Robinson after Vince 
Penfold (on the right) gave a congratulatory speech on his 50 years refereeing.  
Below. Andy thanks Tim for his excellent presentation and Tim presents  
Matt Mahoney with his referees badge after completing his first 5 games .  
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I was looking through the Woking News & Mail the other week and I was intrigued 
by the following post which I spotted in the “Football Roundup” section. 
“ Woking Vets Reserves were 3-1 up against visiting Staines Lammas Old Boys 
when the game was abandoned with one minute to go for what the hosts de-
scribed as “oppo behaviour”   
Unfortunately there is no further information as to what exactly the “oppo behav-
iour” consisted of but I’m sure the referee didn't use that expression in their offi-
cial report. In fact I’m rather puzzled. What exactly does “oppo” mean in this con-
text. I suppose it could be the opposition’s behaviour? The dictionary tells us that 
oppo is a slang word for friend, associate or colleague, so it can’t mean that.  
If anyone can shed light on this matter I would be most grateful. 
 
Banksy, not the famous painter/ graffiti artist but our very own media mogul Dean,  
has come up with the excellent suggestion of adding the committee members, 
and hopefully eventually all members, profiles on our Social Media platforms.  
Plus a copy in the Warbler. Paul Saunders has started the ball rolling and you’ll 
find his profile on the opposite  page.  
 
The problem of dissent and abuse rumbles on. Lets face it, is it ever going to go 
away? I’m sure most of you read in the press about the 21 Northumberland refe-
rees who went on “strike” and refused to officiate youth matches recently. The 
article inferred that they were supported by the Northumberland FA who surely 
have the powers to punish the offending teams/managers/coaches rather than 
rely on the refs revoking their services?  
 
Nearer home, the Surrey County Intermediate League (West) Management Com-
mittee sent out a message, via Adie Freeman, to their referees, which I have re-
printed on page 16 asking then to clamp down on all dissent and abuse towards 
referees and club assistants. As the message states, referees have to the power 
to deal with dissent and abuse via sin bins, cautions and dismissals and they are 
encouraged to do so.   
They also instruct their referees to complete a Respect Report after every match 
whereby teams are given a mark out of 100. The guidance for marking is very 
comprehensive and the criteria is split into sections of 10 points i.e 98 -100 ; 85 – 
97 ; 75 - 84 : and so on. Any team scoring below 34 is likely to have their fixtures 
suspended. A great idea as long as it’s enforced.  
 
Sally Locker, CEO Surrey FA, gave a presentation to County and Local RA repre-
sentatives on 4th November on Surrey FA’s 10 year Strat-
egy. Her presentation plus the resignation of RDO Brent 
Pettit was discussed at the November meeting of Kingston 
RS, the minutes of which you will find on page 14. I in-
cluded these as the points raised are, I feel, also those of 
all of us Surrey Referees. 
 
May I wish you all a fabulous and safe Christmas and a 
very Happy New Year. 
 
Mac  
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From an early age I wanted to be a professional footballer. 
However, after being given a two-week trial at Chelsea I was 
not offered a contract. I had to buckle down and get a real job. 
I went to college qualified as a Chartered Engineer and 
started work in the Construction Industry. I continued to play 
football at semi- pro level. I played for Sutton United, Leather-
head and Corinthian Casuals over a 12-year period. 
 
When my playing career was coming to an end, age gets to 
us all, I looked at avenues to exit, I took my coaching badges 

and the basic refereeing course. That was very difference to the one we all know 
now, 10 weeks every Thursday evening at a local college. The last week was the 
examination, a written paper, then face to face questions with the aid of flash 
cards. Flash cards are pictures of phases of play, you had to explain what you 
saw and what you would do (not very realistic). I managed to obtain a pass and 
was given my LFA Referees badge. The course tutor helped me to get my first 6 
matches and I was then a fully fledged referee, sink or swim! 
 
Given my finishing school was a building site I was used to managing people and 
exposed to the language used there, I was not shocked or effected with Sunday 
morning football. I progressed with both my refereeing and coaching. I coached 
for a lot of clubs and specialised in shape changes and patterns of play. I pro-
gressed with my refereeing. I was invited to become Examination Officer for Lon-
don FA. This involved me attending final session of courses and conducting the 
exams and acting as an independent person. I was then invited to undertake the 
LFA “Referee Assessors” (Observer as we are now known) course, I worked as 
an assessor for 10 years, before leaving London FA when I moved to Surrey. 
 
When we moved to Surrey in 2009, I joined Woking RA, I registered with Surrey 
FA and volunteered to Observe promotion Candidates. I applied to the Com-
bined Counties Football League as an assistant referee, which I still do today. In 
addition, I also officiate on Ryman youth, Isthmian youth and various mid-week 
leagues. 
 
At the start of lockdown, I decided I needed something to help utilise the time, I 
embarked on the Level 3-6 FA Observers course. It comprises a lot of “online 
modules” and draft report writing. I then spent a month shadowing experienced 
Observers to polish my style. I was delighted to be accepted by the FA as a fully 
qualified Observer in 2021. I was appointed to the Combined Counties Premier 
League Panel for season 2021/22. I am trying to balance officiating and observ-
ing which a very interesting and enjoyable mix. 
 
In summary, you could say I’m a Poacher turned Gamekeeper turned Assassin. 
The three phases of my refereeing career. 

           Paul  
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Peter Dace takes a tongue-in-cheek look through this 

book and finds some surprising parallels! 
 

‘WHISTEBLOWER’        
My Autobiography by Mark Clattenburg 

 

It is unusual for me to buy a Referee’s autobiography but 

this £20 hardback was on offer at Amazon for £13 and I 

succumbed.  I have not met Mark, know little about him 

but as he earned the reputation as the best Referee in 

Europe during 2016 I thought I should learn more about 

his career and most particularly where his career took off 

– and mine didn’t.  Although, and this will surprise you, 

both his career and mine have several parallels (stay 

with me here……….!) 
 

We both started as Class 3 Referees, me at 32 and Mark at 16.  He reached 

Class 1 at age 18 and was appointed to the line of the Northern League (the 

ninth tier of the football pyramid) – I reached Class 1 at age 36 and was able to 

referee first team football in the Southern Amateur League.  From this you will 

gather Mark got quickly ahead of me and never looked back but whether he will 

emulate me and still be refereeing at age 80, only time will tell (he will be 80 in 

March 2055) so I diarise ahead and will celebrate my 114th birthday in the same 

year. 
 
The book contains 328 pages so I summarise some of Mark’s major ‘plums’. 
 
12.8.2000 first Football League game Div 3 Chesterfield v York City, at age 25 

21.8.2004 first Premier League game Crystal Palace v Everton, at age 29 

11.8.2012 London Olympics Gold Medal Match Mexico v Brazil 

21.5.2016 F A Cup Final Manchester United v Crystal Palace 

28.5.2016 European Champions League Final Real Madrid v Atletico Madrid 

10.7.2016 Euro 2016 Final France v Portugal 

29.4.2017 last Premier League game WBA v Leicester, despite requesting his 

final game be at Spurs and to make it a family outing - with some 300 Premier 

League games since 2004. 
 
So Mark and I have something further in common - 2015/16 was also a good 

year for me and included career game 3,333 despite not getting anywhere near 

Europe, indeed my most southerly game was probably in Harrow. 

The book covers a couple of major controversies connected with both his electri-

cal business-chapter 5 The Accused Part 1;  and  Part 2 in chapter 8 being ac-

cused at Chelsea in 2012 of racist language about which, after 25 days, he was 

completely exonerated. 
 
Amongst his most senior colleagues he speaks well of Mike Dean; Mark Halsey; 

Phil Dowd; and Pierluigi Collina, but those not on his Christmas card list include 

Mike Riley; David Elleray; Martin Atkinson; and Chris Foy. 
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And Mark certainly does not like the Eve of the Final Rally which many of us 

have attended to honour the Match Officials for the FA Cup Final.  

He writes ‘ it is downright idiotic what the FA make you do the night before the 

game………its full of geeks, former Referees and old public schoolboys….…I 

had to stand up in front of the room and introduce my team..…the entire time I 

was thinking what on earth am I doing here……..the whole thing is needless and 

outdated…….the FA should be prioritising the referee’s performance ahead of 

keeping up appearances with their old boys network’. 

 

I have already mentioned two parallels on which our refereeing careers ran in 

common and now I include a third.  Neither of us refereed the World Cup Final.  I 

came close (well it seemed close to me) with similar appointments in both 1979 

when I refereed the AFA Senior Final and again in 1987 when I was fourth Offi-

cial for Graham Poll in the Hertfordshire Senior Final.  Whilst Mark did not 

achieve either of these two Finals he was named as one of fifty-three pre-

selected Referees for the 2018 World Cup tournament in Russia, however this 

depended on him getting games during season 2017-2018 but having retired 

from the Premier League at the end of 2016/17 season he did not get further 

games from either the FA or in Europe. 

 

This book details his career from the first game at Wideopen Juniors of Newcas-

tle during 1991 in the Morpeth Sunday League through to the Chinese Cup Final 

in December 2019.  

 

 His biggest on-field mistake – Manchester United v Spurs 2005, his first visit to 

Old Trafford and he disallowed a Spurs goal ‘scored’ by Mendes.  He shot from 

the half-way line with virtually only the United keeper Roy Carroll in the other 

half.   Carroll attempted to catch the ball, but didn’t and the ball crossed the line 

but Mark and his Linesman were miles away and so waved play on.  After the 

game it was confirmed the ball was well over the line and Mark concedes it was 

one of the most infamous incorrect decisions in Premier League history and led, 

eventually, to VAR technology. 

 

Since quitting the Premier League in 2017, he has worked as Head of Referee-

ing in Saudi Arabia, refereed in the Chinese Super League and in 2020 was ap-

pointed to his current role as Head of Officiating in Greece.  He also has a com-

ments column in The Daily Mail on Mondays following weekend match incidents. 

 

His book starts on page one ‘I am Mark Clattenburg. To some of you I will be an 

arrogant prick…..’  But as a journeyman Referee myself I can only read and won-

der what it must be like to achieve all Mark has achieved as a Referee.  So I say 

many congratulations Sir, a most interesting book well-worth reading by all Refe-

rees, and a brilliant career.      Am I envious?   Bloody right I am! 

 

Peter Dace writing in The Normidian 
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Surrey County Football Association  

A discussion took place at the Kingston Referees’ Society November 

meeting regarding the current situation at Surrey FA following the resignation 

by the RDO, Brent Pettit, effective from Friday 12th November and the earlier 

presentation to LRA Chairmen, Secretaries and Delegates on November 4th by 

the Surrey FA CEO, Sally Lockyer, of the County’s 10 Year Plan.  

On behalf of the Society, the following was sent by the Chairman to the SCRA 

Chairman as part of a county response, expressing a number of concerns but 

offering to be part of the solution.  

A summary of the views from Kingston RA 
 
This was more of a wish list than a well thought out 10 year strategy plan. It is 
fully understood that we have to start somewhere, but Sally Lockyer kept asking 
what do you want from us, please tell us.  
 
What is needed is an immediate plan of action to: 
 
1) Find a new RDO that can hit the ground running. Training courses, new refe-
rees for the Academies, Surrey FA Development Group and Observer training 
are all in limbo until this is resolved. 
2) Build bridges with the Academies - Chelsea - SCFA should never have got 
themselves into this position. 
3) Develop a Mid- and long term (10 year) plan which is reviewed annually and 
not every three years to ensure you are on track to meet targets, three years is 
unacceptable and far too long. 
 
The plan of 5,000 referee's is absolute pie in the sky, What would be the drop 
out rate from running courses for 480 to 500 per year? It is clear from the pres-
entation that the majority don't continue. 
 
Even if 50% continued we would then have a high level of level 7's and it would 
take at least two years for them to be promoted to level 5 assuming we have 
enough Observers to manage this workload. 
 
From looking at the figures we have over 25 to 30% at an older age level who 
will drop out of the system at some stage so we need to address this otherwise 
we are papering over the cracks. 
 
There was no evidence of a plan for retention of referee's or how we can cap-
ture the experienced referee's and encourage them into becoming observers or 
mentors rather then simply lose them altogether. 
 
What plans have County in place to encourage ex footballers male & females 
into refereeing/mentoring/observing.? 
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There were no details of Observer courses, mentors or mention of buddies 
schemes to help new referee's etc. 
There was very little mention of working together with LRAs which has to be piv-
otal to the strategy plan in moving forward. 
 
It would appear that referees are way down the pecking order, do County not re-
alise you cannot have a match without them and they plan to expand disabled 
football, girls/women's football etc. all very commendable but you need to build a 
strong foundation before expanding. You cannot build on quicksand... 
 
Discipline is a major concern:-  
What action is County taking in stamping down on this, is there a collective plan 
with other Counties' to lobby the FA for stronger punishments? 
As mentioned at last night's meeting fines of £500 and players/manger's being 
banned for three months may start to go some way to make clubs stand up and 
take notice. £10 fines and a slap on the wrists doesn't work any longer. 
 
There are many referees who feel that they are not being supported when they 
attend disciplinary hearings, more needs to be done to help in this area and fol-
low ups. 
 
These were top line headlines last night but if this plan is to be successful and 
we want it to succeed, County must listen to the LRA's, take on board their 
ideas, views and concerns and work with them and that will start to build the 
foundations to a successful County FA after all grass roots football is where it's 
at. 
 
The subsequent discussion repeated some of the current concerns which had 

been discussed at the previous meeting. The lack of an RDO or any other 

named contact within Surrey FA for referees was highlighted as a matter of 

grave concern as referees may find no support in the case of any issues from 

matches for the remainder of this season as any appointment would take several 

months to complete. 

A discussion about the published job specification and salary confirmed the low 

status that an RDO would have within Surrey FA. Members felt that an RDO 

should have a senior position with autonomy and a direct voice to the Board. It 

was suggested that perhaps referees in Surrey should consider being directly 

represented to the FA, as currently happens with training. Although this would be 

a radical step without precedent, it was agreed to keep this as an option if no sat-

isfactory response was received to the concerns expressed on behalf of LRAs by 

the SCRA Chairman. It was also agreed that a benchmarking exercise nationally 

with RDOs should be undertaken. 

Courtesy of Phil Jones and Kingston RS  

Ed It would appear that the RDO Salary is set by The FA and not at County level. 
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A Message to Referees on the Surrey County Intermedi-
ate League (West)  SCILW 

 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
At our last League Management Committee meeting the subject of Dissent and 
Verbal Abuse towards Referees and Club Assistant Referees was discussed. 
The feeling is that some Match Officials and Club Assistant Referees are suffer-
ing dissent and abuse but appropriate action is not being taken. 
 
The Committee asks that you use the tools at your disposal to reduce Dissent 
and Abuse both on the field of play and the benches. If you do not punish these 
offenders they will continue to cause dissent and this is likely to escalate into a 
more serious issue in the future. You have your cards so please use them. 
  
Also, the subject of Spectators was discussed. Should you have issues with 
spectators remember, it is the home team’s responsibility to control the crowd. 
Your first contact is with the home teams’ 
Captain and Representative for the club to take action. It is not your role to inter-
act with the spectators. Your responsibility is to not restart the game until the is-
sue is resolved by the home club. If the matter cannot be resolved in a reason-
able amount of time the ultimate sanction is to abandon the match and report the 
incident to the County FA. 
  
You will be aware that this League is a Respect Competition and your role in re-
porting poor behaviour by players and Club Representatives is very important to 
the Management Committee. 
We need to be informed of poor sportsmanship and we have guidance on how 
and when you should report incidents to the League via the Respect Report.  
  
Kind Regards 
Adie Freeman 
Referees Secretary SCILW 

Truisms 
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How low can you go?  
 
I am sure that many of many of you have penalised 
players for dangerous play when their boot is high. 
The bicycle kick can be a skilful and spectacular 
method of shooting at goal, and is allowed as ex-
plained in LOAF. 
 
 A scissors or bicycle kick is permissible provided 
that it is not dangerous to an opponent. 
 
So what is dangerous to an opponent? 
 
Playing in a dangerous manner is any action 
that, while trying to play the ball, threatens 
injury to someone (including the player them-
self) and includes preventing a nearby oppo-
nent from playing the ball for fear of injury. 
 
 So it's pretty simple. But what happens when 
a player attempts to head the ball when it is very low? Again this is an easy 
call. The player has endangered himself by putting himself in a position where 
it is reasonable to expect that that kicking the ball would be the expected 
method of playing it. 
 
It is when you move away from the ex-
tremes that making the correct decision 
becomes more complicated. When the ball 
is at approximately waist height and one 
player attempts to kick the ball and one 
player attempts to head the ball. Which 
way do you give the decision?  If there is 
contact, then a direct free kick against the 
kicker would seem reasonable. If the 
kicker is alert enough to see the header coming and halts his kicking action 
then I would suggest that an indirect free kick against the header would be ap-
propriate. If the player attempting to head the ball pulls out of the play you have 
to ask yourself the question, "is the foot unnaturally high"? If the answer is no, 

then an indirect free kick against the header would be 
correct. There will always be arguments about who is 
right and wrong but you have to answer the question 
"who put themselves in the most dangerous situation"? 
 
 So I'm sorry but there is no easy answer to the ques-
tion, but that's why we go out and referee in the first 
place! Isn't it? 
 
  Courtesy of Mal Dodd writing in The Last Word  
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13th December  Society Christmas Dinner 
 
2022 
10th January  Society Meeting    Steve Worsley  
 
7th February  Society Meeting    Jim De Rennes  
 
7th March   Society AGM  
 
4th April   Society Meeting   David Crick   (TBC)  
 
9th May    Society Meeting   

FA Cup First Round 
Crawley Town vs Tranmere Rovers 
AR2: Andy Bennett 
 
FA Trophy Second Round (proper) 
Hartley vs Folkestone 
Referee : Jack Oxenham  
 
Cray Wanderers v Ebbsfleet 
Referee ; Stephen Matthews 
 
BBFA County cup  
Hungerford v Wallingford  
AR ; David Pilling  
 
SCFA Intermediate Cup 
Hambledon vs West End  
Referee ; Dan Skilton 
 
SCFA Lower Junior Cup 
Bookham v AFC Farnham Vets  
Referee ; Stephen Brown 
 
Woking & Maybury v Byfleet  
Referee ; Rob Simkin  
 
Croydon Wolves v Inter New Malden. 
Referee ; Dean Banks  
 
SCFA  Saturday Junior Cup 
WokingTigers v Thames United 
Referee ; Rob Simkin 
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Caution with Care 
 

Like players, referees have good, average and off-days but one thing is almost 
certain, we always do our best. It is true to say that, generally we are the only 
neutral attending the match, especially on the local parks. 
 
Our particular job is not affected by the result, only by the standard of play, be-
cause we are there principally to see that justice is fairly administered, in a strict 
unbiased manner. 
 
Under such circumstances it is obvious, with virtually every decision the referee 
makes, someone is displeased. 
 
In this present day and age, no-one likes being told that they are doing wrong, 
and people show even greater resentment if they are actually caught at it. Imag-
ine the thoughts of a player when he is penalised and spoken to about his play. 
A player's sporting instinct determines the amount of resentment he is able to 
stifle, without showing it by word or action. 
 
It is therefore essential that a referee administers justice in a quiet, cool, calm 
and collected way, and not by screaming at players or by "finger-wagging". This 
type of behaviour only fans the flames of resentment and may be the last straw 
on the camel's back, which leads to the name going into the notebook. 
 
Finger-wagging can be seen by all the other players and spectators. What does 
the action remind you of; perhaps the naughty boy at school? In the majority of 
games players are not schoolboys, but grown men and must be treated as such. 
Immaterial as to how certain players behave, it is vital the referee does not be-
come excited and allow his personal feelings to show. 
 
By remaining placid the referee will find it much easier to quietly approach the 
player, and gives himself time to choose the correct words, according to the 
severity of the offence, to admonish the offender. It is entirely on the referee's 
interpretation of the incident he has seen, whether to issue a verbal warning, an 
official caution or send off. 
 
Top referees spend many years perfecting their interpretation of the Laws of the 
Game, and studying the psychology of players, knowing that any player will al-
ways resent being made to look small, but will accept being spoken to if this is 
done correctly, without too much showmanship. 
 
The crowd may love this music hall type of behaviour but the players do not, and 
it is certainly not in the best interests of the game. 
 
Alan Robinson 
 
Writing in The Second Referee’s Digest 1994  
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Hi Mac, 
 
Picking up on a couple of themes from November’s 
Warbler:  
 
Talking with players.              
                                                                                                                                                              
In the mid 1990s during my first season after having 
qualified as a referee, I was doing mainly u-13 or u-14 matches. I tended not to 
talk very much to players, but through using a “quiet word” or a “strong word” as 
appropriate did not have to issue a single card, either yellow or red. But the fol-
lowing season my first match was at u-17 age group and I had to issue a caution 
for a reckless challenge in the very first minute: result = one very disgruntled 
player. However, about 15 minutes later the same player with a nice bit of skill 
created a good goal scoring opportunity, but it was wasted and the ball went out 
of play for a goal kick. As I was running back towards the halfway line I made sure 
I was beside the player and had a quiet word congratulating him on his bit of skill - 
his attitude towards me completely changed for the better for the remainder of the 
match as I think he realised I was there to enjoy football, and not just to “criticise” 
players by penalising fouls etc.  
 
Police protection.                                                                                                                               
 
Not nearly on the scale of Paul Gorringe’s Brazilian story, but the following inci-
dent happened to me in the late 1990s. I was refereeing a u-16 match on one of 
many pitches at large public playing fields in SW London. The home team started 
with only 9 players, a manager (who would spend most of the match arguing with 
his team captain), and no-one to run the line. The away team had a full comple-
ment of players, substitutes, manager, club lino etc.. There were a few spectators 
along the touchline.  
Despite only having 9 players the home team were far the more skilful and soon 
established a 3-0 lead. But tiredness took its toll and during the second half, 
whilst attempting to prevent the equaliser that made the score 3-3, a home de-
fender went down injured in his penalty area and was unable to continue. During 
the delay before the restart, the home captain was in the opposing half shouting 
the “F” word at several opponents at the top of his voice, so he got a straight red 
card from me. 
 So the home team was now down to 7 players and inevitably went on to lose the 
game. With about 5 minutes to go, I realised a police car was now parked beside 
the pitch, and as I blew the final whistle its occupants immediately ran towards 
me. When I asked what was going on they hold me that the player I’d sent off had 
been heard by a spectator threatening to do something to me with a knife after 
the match. I thanked the police for their actions, and reported the facts to Surrey 
FA 
.                                                                                                                               
But to give the home club a bit of credit I later learned that they had told all the 
members of that team, and the manager, that none of them would ever represent 
the club again. 
 

Brian Reader  
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Coleman Balls  

Spotted on The Guardian football page (in an article on the  
Leicester City manager) 

 
"But then, this has always been the basic and fascinating paradox ofRodgers: an 
artifice that has always been underpinned by a strong sense of authenticity, an 
authenticity that owes so much of its potency to artifice. This tension • between 
bombast and insecurity, style and substance, the holistic guru who just wants 
you to be the best person who can be and the self-publicist with a vaunting per-
sonal ambition and a habit of leaving his clubs abruptly-is the defining note of a 
career which has taken him from the 6 a.m. shift at Waitrose warehouse to the 
Wembley dugout” 

"The dugouts are quite unique here; I think Elgin City's are just the same."  
Jim Mclnally, BBC Radio Scotland.  
 
"Ifs quite warm down there ....even the balls are sweating”   
Lee Hendrie, Sky Sports. 
 
"As this game goes on you increasingly feel that, if a goal is going to come, it 
could be at either end." Alistair Bruce-Ball, Radio 5 Live 
 
"I could count innumerable times when that has happened to me."  
Pauline Black, Radio 4. 

Unfortunate positioning 
 
Wilts and Gloucs Standard:  
News item:  
"Man in court after using digger to pull cash machine out of wall". 
 
Accompanying advert:  
"Specialist plant hire equipment. We are still open for business." 
 
Sheffield Star: 
News item:  
"Sheffield mum left with nothing after fire ravages home she's lived in for 35 
years". 
 
Accompanying advert: 
 "Best firepits and electric patio heaters UK 2021" 
 

Collective nouns 
 
The collective noun for typos is a groop. 
 
Thanks to Brian Reader for the above 
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WHAT IS THE ‘SPIRIT OF THE GAME? 
 

Roberto Rossetti, Chairman of the UEFA referees committee, was congratulated 
quite righty, for his handling of the referees at the EURO20.20 finals. He has no 
doubt become a person of some influence, so I was interested to hear that he 
was going to talk to both FIFA and IFAB, about a controversial incident in the fi-
nal of the UEFA Nations League. 
 
This game engendered very little interest in this country, not surprisingly as it fea-
tured France and Spain. It was a pity however for it meant there was little praise 
for Anthony Taylor who was selected to referee it and for Stuart Attwell as the 
chosen VAR. Roberto Rossetti put no blame on Anthony Taylor for the contro-
versy, which led to the winning goal.  
 
Kylian Mhappe of France was in an offside position, when team mate, Theo Her-
nandez, passed the ball to him. However, Spanish defender Eric Garcia while 
deliberately attempting to intercept the pass, only succeeded in knocking it on 
Mhappe, who went on to score. Referee Taylor, said Rossetti, was quite correct 
to allow the goal in Law and it’s official interpretation, but argued it was against 
the spirit of the game.  
 
Although it has never appeared in the Laws of the Game, I was taught, as I’m 
sure you were, that if a ball was passed to an offside player but was deflected or 
rebounded to him off a defender, he was still considered offside. In 2016 this was 
emphasised in a roundabout way by saying that if a defender played the ball, but 
it still went through to the offside player, he should not then be given offside. 
 
If we look in our book containing the Laws of the Game, this is what it says about 
the ‘spirit of the game’. ‘The Law cannot deal with every possible situation, so 
where there is no direct provision in the Laws, the IFAB expects the referee to 
make a decision within the ‘spirit’ of the game and the Laws. This often involves 
asking the question, what would football want/expect’?. 
 
If we look at that carefully, it is saying that using the spirit of the game is only for 
occasions which are not covered by the Laws. If we then look at the incident in 
the Nations League final, it a clear that this was covered by the Laws already. 
Garcia did play the ball and Mhappe was not interfering with play until he re-
ceived the ball from him. Roberto Rossetti says the spirit of the offside law is to 
prevent players taking advantage of being in an offside position, I don’t see it that 
way. To me the spirit, the reason, for the offside law is to prevent players goal 
hanging, which would turn football into a boring, less skilful game. That doesn’t 
apply to this situation.  
 
I think that the spirit of the game can also apply if you 
don’t know what to do. I always say to new referees, ‘to 
start with, you won’t remember everything, but if you are 
not sure, do what you think is the fairest’. When I stared 
refereeing, it was always pointed out that there was an 
unwritten 18th Law, the Law of common sense. But, it’s 
rider said, don’t use that as an excuse, for not keeping up 
with the Laws of the Game.  
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Willie the ‘Red Card’ Ref - Festive Reflections 

Too many mince pies and possibly beer 

Santa stuck in the chimney but do not fear 

He gave a shout 

And with a little help 

He got pulled out by his reindeer 

 

Now Christmas Eve is a busy night 

Lots to do so it must be right 

As Santa parked his sleigh 

He saw a traffic warden on his way 

But a quick “Hey Ho” and he was out of sight 

 

Times have changed you will agree 

No longer can you sit on Santa’s knee 

He will get in a muddle 

If you give him a cuddle 

So bring back the old days for me 

 

Willie says “ Enjoy the festive break” 

 

Willy the ‘Red Card’ Ref 
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Adie’s Lumpy Finger and Shattered Peace 
 
This week has been a rather difficult one for me with so many 
County matches in the Surrey FA Junior Cup being post-
poned with walkovers. I was still in conversation with County 
Officers at 9:30 on Tuesday evening trying to sort out what 
was going on. Hence the Referee Appointments did not go 
out until the Wednesday. Over the two Leagues there were 
six or seven games involved with various reasons ranging 
from injuries and Covid to clubs folding. However, every 
cloud has a silver lining and I managed, by 11:30am on Sat-
urday, to cover every game except one in the GWAFL so it 
was rather satisfying to see the final league appointments. 
 
Unusual day on Saturday, the first few reports coming in indicated dismissals. 
Diane and I went down to see some Referees in the afternoon but left at half time 
to return home for a cuppa. I sat watching the Sky Football magazine and the 
amount of sending’s-off appalled me. It was not a particularly windy day so that 
put that theory in the shade. I have no real answer other than a lot of players got 
out of the wrong side of bed! 
 
Great progress with the ‘finger lump’ in the shape of consultations and scans. It 
has now been diagnosed as a ‘Giant Cell Tumour of the Ligament Sheath’ rather 
than a Ganglion Cyst’. So it was a good job I didn’t let anybody belt it with a Bible!! 
I am now scheduled to have it removed in early January but as it is too close to 
the hand so they are going to anesthetise my entire arm in order to operate. No 
point in giving me a line later that day as the flag will have a mind of its’ own!! In 
reality, it looks as though I will be off work for two weeks as there is a danger of 
infection particularly as I am diabetic. I think that will give me a chance to catch up 
on all the programmes I missed and Diane recorded for me!! 
 
The festive season will soon be upon us. Now, I am positive the Leagues will not 
have games on the 25th of Dec and the 1st of Jan but if we have some inclement 
weather between then and now there could be games on the Bank Holiday Mon-
days so keep an eye on your e-mails for progress in that area. 
 
My company still owes me a plethora of holidays so I will finish for Christmas on 
the 10th of Dec. This will enable me to get on with my wood-working projects that 
have been on the back-burner for many weeks while I sort everything else out. 
One item I have found since Diane retired is my Fridays get interrupted. While she 
was still working I got a load of work completed on the football front and then 
spent time in the workshop. Now I get…..can you just reach…..can we just go 
and…….I’m ready, are we going to…..before you start that…..I need you to give 
me a hand with…. Peace is shattered!!!!!! 
 
The 4th of December is almost complete for appointments, just waiting for Richard 
to give me the last few games.  
 
May I wish you and your families a very Safe and Peaceful Christmas and a very 
Happy and successful New Year. 
 

Adie 
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AshTaxis 
  6 Seater Taxi 
Airports , Docks, Social Functions
  

           

    Competitive Prices 
   24 hours by appointment 
 
   Contact —Colin Barnett on 
   Tel.  01252 328957 
   Fax  01252 654811 
   Mob  07831 404 066 
   E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com  

Are you a new referee looking for advice or support or a more experienced refe-
ree wishing to discuss a point of law or a match incident ? Then your Society is 
here to help.  
 
Refereeing, particularly at grass roots can be a lonely experience and a friendly 
voice after a particularly difficult game can often be beneficial to ones mental be-
ing. 
 
You are welcome to contact the following members either by phone (at a reason-
able time) or by email if you have any concerns or even just want a word of en-
couragement.  
 
Andy Bennett  : andy@euroboozer.co.uk    07538 714747  

Jonty Bolland  :  jonty.bolland@hotmail.co.uk  07818 202425 

Gareth Heighes  : garethheighes@btinternet.com 07707 118446  

Jackie Bisley  :( Welfare Officer)   jackiebisley@yahoo.com   07830 3147868 

Mac McBirnie :   macmcbirnie@gmail.com  07770 643229  
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From whistles to watches, 

flags to record cards, shirts to 
socks, Carl’s got the lot. Help 
support the society and make 
sure you give Carl a call for all 

your refereeing needs   
 

 
 

Price List  
 

Score pads- £1.50 

Referee cards set- £1.50 

Referee cards- 50p each 

Pump- £3.50 

Pressure gage- £3.50 

Pump needle- £1.50 

Lanyards - £3 

Flags- £4.50 

Woking RA Polo Shirt - £12 

Woking RA Hoodie - £18 

Surrey FA badge- £4 

Referee socks- £2.50 

Various Donated Nike Referee Kit and Training Gear   
(make me an offer)  

 

aheather942@aol.com   07903 845694  
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MURPHY’S MEANDERINGS  
 

Early in my first season on the Football League Linesman’s List ( this was be-
fore we became Assistant Referees)  I was put in an interesting situation. The 
referee was a senior, experienced and well known official and, in his instruc-
tions to us, quite specifically said that he did not want us to flag for any deci-
sions in the penalty area, “the penalty area was his.”  This instruction was not 
new to me, I had come across it many times in my career, but it was not one I 
used when I was refereeing. 
 
During the first half, after some pressure at the other end of the pitch, play rap-
idly broke to my end. The attacker was about a yard inside the penalty area on 
my diagonal when a defender brought him down with an illegal challenge. 
Whilst the referee had a clear view of the incident he was still in the other half 
of the pitch when it happened. Blowing his whistle he ran to the edge of the 
penalty area and, despite the appeals of the attacker, gave a free kick on the 
edge of the penalty area. I kept looking towards the referee, willing him to look 
in my direction, but he totally ignored me even when the attacker suggested he 
talk to me. Having given the free kick he kept his back to me and after organis-
ing the defensive wall took up his position and restarted the game. From start 
to finish he never as much as glanced in my direction. 
 
What should I have done? Should I have disregarded his instructions and, 
whilst it was pretty clear from his behaviour that he didn’t want my intervention, 
attracted his attention and told him that the challenge had occurred in the pen-
alty area and it was a penalty?  Or should I have kept my own counsel, obeyed 
his instructions and just got on with it? Having said what should have been 
done and what would you have actually done? 
 
Incidentally, the incident was not discussed either at halftime or full time. The 
referee never brought the matter up, in fact, he didn’t talk very much about the 
match at all. Being the new kid on the block, it didn’t seem wise or appropriate 
for me to mention it either. Should I have done so? 

 

Tony Murphy 



The Warbler                                                                The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society 

29 

I met this bloke with a didgeridoo and he was playing Dancing Queen on it. I 
thought, 'That's Aboriginal.' 
 
This lorry full of tortoises collided with a van full of terrapins. It was a turtle 
disaster. 
 
I told my girlfriend I had a job in a bowling alley. She said 'Tenpin?' I said, 'No, 
permanent.' 
 
I went in to a pet shop. I said, 'Can I buy a goldfish?' The guy said, 'Do you 
want an aquarium?' I said, 'I don't care what star sign it is.' 
 
I bought some Armageddon cheese today, and it said on the packet. 'Best 
Before End' 
 
I went to buy a watch, and the man in the shop said 'Analogue.' I said 'No, 
just a watch.' 
 
I went into a shop and I said, 'Can someone sell me a kettle.' The bloke said 
'Kenwood' I said, 'Where is he then?' 
 
I was in the jungle and there was this monkey with a tin opener. I said, 'You 
don't need a tin opener to peel a banana.' He said, 'No, this is for the custard.' 
 
This policeman came up to me with a pencil and a piece of 
very thin paper.  He said, 'I want you to trace someone for me.' 
 
This cowboy walks in to a German car showroom and he says 'Audi!' 
 
I bought a train ticket to France and the ticket seller said 'Eurostar' I said 'Well 
I've been on telly but I'm no Dean Martin. 
 
I met the bloke who invented crosswords today. I can't remember his name, 
it's P something T something R. 

Indian Hills Signs and Few Old Groans 
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Advice on the prevention of  
Stalking and Harassmentment  

 

Hamish Brown MBE 
 

Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector 
 

UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been 
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to: 

 
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject 

 
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com 

Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com 

Referees Wanted 
for the 

Farnham & District Sunday 
Veterans League 

 
 
 

If you are interested 
Please call 

 
Colin on 01252 328 953 

Or Linda on 01276 512 735 



WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE  
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 
www.TheFA.com 

Wembley Stadium, Wembley, London HA9 0WS 
0800 169 1863 

FA Refereeing Department  
 National Managers 
“name”@theFA.com 

Peter Elsworth ; Head of Senior Referee Development  

Surrey County Football Association  
www.surreyfa.com 
 
Referee Development Officer 

Meadowbank Football Ground, Mill Lane, Dorking  
Surrey, RH4 1DX     01372 384190 
 
Brent Pettit   Tel: 01372 387 094 
Email: Brent.Pettit@SurreyFA.com  

The Referees’ Association  
www.the-ra.org 
contact@the-ra.org 
Tel 024 7642 0360  

1c Bagshaw Close 
Ryton on Dunsmore 
Warwickshire 
CV8 3EX 

Surrey County Referees Association 
Honorary Secretary 

Brian Reader 01483 480651                                        
ramblingref@gmail.com 

Guildford & Woking Alliance League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911 
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk 

Surrey County Intermediate League 
(Western) Referees’ Secretary 

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911 
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk 

Suburban League  
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

 Dave Goater  
 dave.gosubrefs@outlook.com  

Combined Counties League 
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

Philip Nash 07951 415046 
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk 

Mid Week Isthmian Youth League 
Referee and Assistants Secretary  

Roger Wells 07723 304332  roger.wells99@outlook com  

Camberley & District Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

 Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m), 
 richard@harris-net.co.uk  

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Bob Dick 07803 007233  
bobmdick@btinternet..com 

Farnham & District Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Colin Barnett 01252 328953 
cbarnett5978184@aol.com 

Surrey Youth League 
Referees’ Secretary 
U16  - U18s   Stephen Brown           

referees@wsyl.org.uk 

 

mcfcfan@btinternet.com  

Surrey Primary League 
Referees Secretary 

Jake Walton / Tom Elliott 
referees@surreyprimaryleague.com 

Middlesex County FA 
Www.middlesexFA.com 
 
Hampshire County FA 
Www.hampshireFA.com 
 
Berks and Bucks County FA 
Www.berksandbucksFA.com 
 
London FA 
Www.londonFA.com 

Rectory Park, Ruislip Rd, Northolt, Middlesex UB5 5FA 
0208 515 1919 
 
Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way 
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF  01256 853000 
 
 
1,  Kimber Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1SG 
  Tel: 01235 558450 
 
11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sullivan Rd Fulham 
London SW6 3DU   0207 610 8360 

Surrey Premier County Football League  
Referees’ Secretary 

Geoff Knock  
geoff.knock@btinternet.com   




