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Meadow Sports Football Club
Loop Rd Playing Fields, Loop Rd, Kingfield, Woking
Surrey GU22 9BQ
7.45pm for a prompt 8pm start

AGENDA


7.15 Academy Meeting



8.00 Chairman’s Welcome



This Month’s Speaker
The Surrey FA Road Show





Society Business
10pm Finish

March’s meeting is on Monday 3rd March 2014

The deadline for the March edition is
Friday 21st February 2014
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the
Society or it’s Committee
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Hello everyone
I hope some of you have had the chance to officiate on local games, I say this,
because a lot of games have been called off since the start of the year, hopefully the weather will improve before too long.
I am sorry that I was unable to attend the last meeting; I understand it was a
good evening. The next meeting will be a good one, we have Tim Lawrence
and others from Surrey County FA coming to present a Road show; I know it
will be very educational and interactive.

Recently at a committee meeting a number of things were discussed including
the proposed Fun Day in May, unfortunately due to time constraints and other
factors, this has had to be postponed.
I would like to go on record to thank Gareth for all the hard work he put in to
try and get this event up and running, however, there is some good news, it
looks like we will be having our end of season meal (look out for further information).
Vince will be running another Referees course in February at Byfleet, I will be
assisting him along with Gareth, Pat and Dave.
I think we will make a great team.
I look forward to seeing you all on the 3rd February at our usual venue.
Regards
Barry

From the Treasurer /
2013 Current Status
General
Supplies
Belgium
Youth Fund
Total

Membership Secretary
2013/14 Membership
As at 15th January 2014
64 Full Members
5 Friends
2 Affiliate Members

£1881.22
£268.01
£0.00
£113.50
£2,462.73
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And still it rains…. For the 4th week in a row my game, along with the majority of
others I suspect has been cancelled. Walking the dog around Waterer’s Rise,
Knaphill on Saturday, I noticed that the council had rather optimistically marked
out the pitches and Knaphill were playing Ockham in a Surrey Intermediate
League game and apart from a very boggy section at one end, the pitch seemed
to be holding up ok. In fact our own Tom Ellsmore was in the middle and doing a
very good job (Oh to be 17 again and able to keep up with play with the consummate ease of youth) with Dad Mike in attendance as always. Behind every great
sportsman (or women) there is inevitably a very supportive parent.
You will have all received an e-mail from Pat with the RA-FA Youth Council “RA
Good Practice Guide” which, given the current decline in RA membership
makes, I think, very interesting reading.
Many of the points made have been in practice at Woking for some time, testimony perhaps to the relative continuing success of our Society.
These include “Format of Meetings” where we got rid of the “top table” when Peter Guest became chairman, followed gradually by the reduction, if not the removal of “official business” at meetings. This is now left to the committee meetings and the printing of relevant information in The Warbler. This leaves the
evening free for the important tasks of interacting with entertaining and informative speakers, the airing of incidents, (we are never too old learn) and the general bonhomie of meeting with like minded people.
We have a good mix of Guest Speakers and Society led meetings, aided and
abetted by the good fortune of having 2 qualified trainers in Vince and Barry and
up and coming young referees such as Michael Webb.
We have a facebook and twitter accounts and of course The Warbler, which covers Media Outlet. We have Fitness Training thanks to Andy Bennett : our Committee includes a “youth” element with Tom Ellsmore, Gareth Heighes and Rachel Marlow ; We have a “job description” for each of the Committee's roles ; we
have a “Youth Meeting” namely the “Academy” prior to our main meeting , which
we have expanded to include any newly qualified referee ; Integrating Local RAs
could include inviting neighbouring Societies when we have high profile speakers, plus of course having an active involvement with the County RA. I reckon
that out of the 15 points raised in the Guide we tick at least 8 boxes.
So what more can we do for ourselves? Point 1, recommended by Hampshire
RA is to attend a local game such as a Combined Counties Premier match. With
our association with Westfield FC (Mick Lawrence is Secretary of the club) I’m
sure its something we could arrange fairly easily. They also have the advantage
of superb viewing facilities especially from the “balcony”.
A mentor /buddy scheme again is an area we should be able to incorporate and
develop from our Academy meetings.
The other initiatives are mostly around the County RA (what happened to the
football tournaments and quizzes –lack of support?) ,Surrey County FA and RAFA events. Tim Lawrence and the team at SCFA do a stirling job arranging a
number of In Service Training events and a RA-FA event at Imber Park last October, but is there more they can do . Perhaps we can ask him on Monday?
Keep those whistles dry ………………………………………..Mac
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Mr. Dyke, His Commission, Why do I worry ? & other trivia !
The England team is a subject I have thought about, talked about and occasionally tried to write about for a very long time. My biggest problems are
that I am a bit fanatical concerning football, and I am English, so I want my
team to play well, play fairly, and (if at all possible) to win something. With
the huge advantage of all our matches in the Finals being at home, plus a
“Russian” Linesman (actually from Azerbaijan) we managed to win the World
Cup in 1966 (I remember it well !) and that could well be the worst thing that
ever happened in English football simply because it 'convinced 1 a lot of people that we were "the best in the world 1. Here we are now, in 2013, getting
on for half a century later, and any keen student of our beloved F.A. and its
"workings' must be lost in perplexity as to whether any England team will ever win anything in the future. I am on record as having previously stated that
the World needs leaders, England (as a country) certainly does, and our
football has been bereft of not only a proper leader but even of a perceptible
aim and policy for as long as I have been interested in the game. It is all so
fragmented, so much so that a good case could be made out for several different and completely separate levels of control . Let each County F.A. deal
with all the Junior football played on its own patch, 'invent 1 a 3rd tier F.A. to
be the boss of that lot. Establish a 2nd tier F.A. to cover everything from
where 'Senior' now starts up to and including the 3 Leagues that feed into
the Conference (Southern, Isthmian, Northern) Shove ail 3 Conference Divisions in with the Football League's 3 Divisions, and keep the present slightly
monolithic F.A. 'in charge' of ail those six 'Divisions'. That leaves the present
Premier League 'out on a limb' and not under anyone's control, much the
same as it is now, in fact. It still has the magic letters 'F & A 1 ahead of the
words Premier League but I cannot be the first person to believe it is not under F.A. control. There are plenty of 'indicators' every week of the season to
show where the real power lies at the very top level. Even at Football
League level the relevance of some of the "happenings” to the game I am involved with escape me. Examples ? Yes, certainly. Border or Alliance clubs
mostly finance themselves these days, gone are the £1,000 setting up "grant ”
from pub Landlord or direct from a brewery, so if the players do not "pay up"
or cannot pay up the Club has to fold, with League and C.F.A. doing their
best to make sure as many of the debts that may be left are settled a.s.a.p.
Contrast this with what happens one, two and three steps up the football ladder, “Liquidation” or “enters administration “ or “voluntary arrangement”, all and
any of which are "get-outs' and leave some local businesses
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(in the area of that club) well out of pocket and no comeback whatsoever.
Then someone forms a Phoenix club, and off we go again. Making it absolutely legal to go bankrupt, and more than once as well.
But my title mentions Mr Dyke, not Chris on the Sports Desk at Stoke Mill,
but Greg of that ilk, keen to form a Commission to decide exactly what ails
our game at the top level, and then (presumably) aims to put it right,
so that at some indefinable date in the future we may all be able to be
proud of our England team. We really ought to be ashamed that we found it
necessary or expedient to employ a Swede and then an Italian as Head
Coach of our National team, before coming back to the present Manager,
who had already proved his own skills with several foreign teams, National
and Club. I worry at the way Greg has set about the job, surely he gave the
likely 'make-up' of such a body (Commission) some thought before he made
his first announcement ? Does he know what sort of help or advice he is
looking for, and how to get it. There is a very good piece in The Times today,
praising all the 'unknown' coaches at all the top Clubs, who are the people
who actually prepare players to work and to be better. Way back in Walter
Winterbottom's time as 'Manager' of the England team the players were chosen by a Committee, leaving WW the job of getting them to gel and, if possible, to play better. Alf (Ramsey) changed all that, he had to if he was really going to 'manage'. He saw “time up” in 1970, and the selection of Team
Managers we have had since those days have (mostly) struggled to impress
for more than a couple of games.
I don't think some of our better players work hard enough or long enough.
My wife comments on the variety of their haircuts, I think that 'going to the
barbers' is just another way of filling some of the spare time they have. Tattoos must run haircuts a close second on that score. Knowing how boring a
full time job can be (don't we all ?) if I was a professional footballer with all
the many hours of spare time they have, having done my training for the day
(two hours average ?) where would be my incentive to actually work on my
game, by staying longer each day and practicing. A few will do so. Most will
not and do not do 'extra training' so as to achieve a top standard. The Times
praises these 'lower level' coaches, whilst also agreeing that it then needs a
very good Manager (Ferguson and a tiny few more !) to get the best out of
the players in their Club by motivation, plus things like personality, etc. It
may well be that the Press in this country does a disservice to the game, and
to probably several other games, by writing about the players in such glowing terms when they may have been only partially successful,
5
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you cannot stop players reading their own 'reviews', and they then believe they are already there, when in all truth they are just a few steps up a
lengthy ladder.
I do not envy Greg Dyke his task, simply because it is not clear what he
is looking for, miracles are in short supply, and as we have gone and won
nowt since '66, and successful British Managers are thin on the ground, and
the number of possible recruits for any of the four home countries already
playing regularly in the Premier League is so sparse, almost a revolution is
needed to get owner of Premier League Clubs to set about helping the England cause, and that is not going to happen, is it ? We are sunk. Is there really a shortage of intellect in football? I think the answer is “yes” so far as British
football goes. We stood aside for a lot of years whilst country after country
not only caught up but actually passed us, and as for (still) being ranked
10th in the World, you must be 'aving a larf. O.K. we qualified, now we need
an easy group. CIW.
(Cyril obviously wrote this before the World Cup Draw. Ed)

German explained simply
A German guy approaches a lady of the night in London.
'I vish to buy sex viz you.'
'OK,' says the girl, 'I'll charge £20 an hour.'
'..ist goot, but I must varn you, I am a little kinky.'
'No problem,' she replies cautiously, 'I can do little kinky.'
So off they go to the girl's flat, where the German produces four large bedsprings
and a duck caller.
'I vant zat you tie ze springs to each of your Hans und knees.'
The girl finds this most odd, but complies, fastening the springs as he had said,
to her hands and knees.
'Now you vill get on your Hans und knees.'
She duly does this, balancing precariously on the springs.
'You vill please to blow zis kwacker as I make love to you.'
She finds it odd, but figures it's harmless (and the guy is paying.)
She finds the sex is fantastic, as she is bounced all over the room by the energetic German, all the time honking on the duck caller.
The climax is the most sensational that she has ever experienced and it is several minutes before she has enough breath to say,
'That was totally amazing, what do you call that position?'
'Ah,' says the German . . I am an engineer viz Audi
'zat is ze.... Four-sprung Duck technique'
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The following were taken from The Warbler April 1984
A TRAINING OFFICER'S TALE
Since the Editor keeps griping about lack of material let me tell you a tale which I
swear is true and can if necessary call witness to bear out. Not so long ago I ran
a course to prepare five civil servant colleagues for the Class Three examination.
The course was run after office hours and since all the students were Londonbased I arranged with examiners from my own parent County F.A., the Amateur
Football Alliance to examine my brood. The exam was scheduled to start at 7.30
p.m. so I arranged for the examinees to be in the prescribed building at Euston at
5.30 p.m. to enable some crafty revision and cramming prior to the big event.
The session was going very well but we were a little concerned since one candidate had not turned up and time was creeping forward. With about ten minutes
to go the miscreant burst in, obviously harassed and apologising effusively.
Dave was, as we knew, the Secretary of a London League and his involvement
with a disciplinary matter that had happened the day before had caused him to
be late. Dave explained that in one of his games the following incident occurred,
and as a result, the club had been suspended pending further investigations, his
delay was due to the telephoning involved.
During the game the referee awarded a free kick to the defending side between
the 18 yard line and the touch line. A defender from the attacking side ran virtually the length of the field, pushed the referee to the ground, kicked him and not
content with that, grabbed the nearby corner flag post and broke it over the prostrate referee, eventually being pulled away by other players.
I was horrified, here were my hard taught students being told the seamy side of
refereeing just before their exam and I had visions of them rapidly departing the
scene before they got mixed up in this underworld of sport. My faith was restored though by a question from an awed student who asked "Did he restart the
game and if so how?" And my tuition was exemplified by a quick answer from
another - "How could he, there were only three corner flags"!
As Max Boyce says : I know it was true because I was there."
Norman Southam
P.S. All 5 passed with flying colours, 3 are with the A.F.A., 1 with Hant.s and 1
with London. All are active.
Two men were having a chat at work. Henry says “ Here, as I was leaving my
house this morning I saw a man trying to steal my front gate.” “Never” says Ben
“what did you do about it?” “Nothing” says Henry, “ just in case he took offence”
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Charles, Harry, Billy & Me –7.
“Course the wife loved them, but I could never get on with them. Always digging up the
bloody garden. So I’ve now got rid of them.” The subject was cats and we were not surprised at Billy’s reaction as he was rightly proud of his garden, which was not something
in common with his missing wife.
“What do you mean – had them put down? Or have you found a good home?” Charles
and his Cathy were cat-lovers and kept several. I rarely visited them as I can always tell
on entering a house where cats live because it makes my eyes water. Funny thing to be
allergic like that!
“No. I gave them to a young couple the other side of town. My next door neighbours
wanted them but then they would still be coming back and fore doing their business.”
Harry returned from the bar with the next round. He seemed to have taken a long time,
but then The Thatchers appeared to be busier than usual on a Monday. Of course, it
was the holiday period but not many came this way for their holidays. Perhaps he was
not particularly interested in the direction of our previous conversation. Harry does not
like to be left out of things too often.
“Suppose you’re taking a rest now with no games to referee. Don’t you get rusty over
the summer, and have a few dodgy games when the season starts before you’re back in
the groove?” Provocative Harry as usual.
Personally, I would never allow that to happen,” I responded.” I always re-digest the
Laws by the start of the next season, together with keeping up to date with any other
football that has taken place in the meantime.”
“I’ve noticed that more clubs are having summer tournaments these days.” This was
Charles venturing forth. “Mostly youngsters, of course, but it’s generally a good way of
fund-raising for the clubs. Lots of the younger referees like doing these, I think, partly
because it’s more fun and less hassle, and it’s a good learning experience for them.”
“You mean the referees let the players get away with things at these events rather more.
Shouldn’t the games be treated as normal matches and refereed in the same way?” You
were never sure whether Harry was genuinely attempting to make a point, or just endeavouring to provoke an argument. Best to treat the matter seriously, at least to start
with.
“I’ve done several tournaments over the years,” I said, “and it’s interesting to compare
different refereeing styles. Yes, many younger referees officiate in such tournaments,
and it is good for them to see how the more experienced ones handle situations. And I
do often relax matters somewhat as far as the Laws are concerned unless there is
something absolutely blatant.”
“I think I have watched most of the summer ones you have attended over the years.”
Charles backing up his old protégé again. “And I can only remember you handing out
one yellow card. No reds.”
“Sounds too good to be true! No red card offences?” Good old Harry, not giving up!
“Only one incident occurs to me in that way of thinking. A few years past, but a good
shot on goal which was brilliantly palmed over the bar. Trouble was, the goalkeeper was
well out of his area and beaten, but a defender made the terrific instinctive save. Of
course, strictly it was a penalty and a sending-off, but the boys were only 11-year-olds,
and I immediately shouted out to the offending team’s manager. ‘I’m giving a goal or
your boy has to go.’ Goal given, problem solved, everybody happy.”
As everyone was happy, Charles joined the queue for the next round.

WOKram
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From whistles to watches,
flags to record cards, shirts
to socks , Tony’s got the lot
in his big black bag
Help support the society and
make sure you give Tony a
call for all your refereeing needs 01483 836388 /
07722795637
a.price370@ntlworld.com

Referees Wanted
for the

Farnham & District Sunday
Veterans League

If you are interested
Please call
Colin on 01252 328 953
Or Linda on 01276 512 735
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Is This a First ?
The Galatasaray v Juventus Champions' League game on 10 December was
halted after 32 minutes with the score at 0-0. Istanbul had suffered a tremendous
hail-and snow-storm and the pitch was ruled unplayable despite the noble efforts
of the ground-staff to clear the lines and repaint then red.
Television showed considerable discussion between the match officials and the
teams before the game was suspended and subsequently publicised as
"abandoned".
What surprised me was that the next day the game continued at the 32nd minute
-not being entirely replayed over 90 minutes. Why? Is this some bizarre UEFA
rule or was it decided on the day? I have never heard of such a thing.
Yes, games have been temporarily suspended because of weather, broken appurtenances, player injury and disorder on the field or off it etc. But the resumption is, in my experience, always on the same day perhaps no more than 45
minutes later. I would have thought any longer -certainly overnight - leas to an
abandonment and a full 90 minutes for the repeat performance.
I did some research but didn't find anything definitive other than some interesting
European history.
Two European club finals have been abandoned. Both involved English clubs. In
Turin for the first leg of the European Fairs Cup Final between Juventus and
Leeds United in May 1971, heavy rain waterlogged the pitch forcing an abandonment after 57 minutes with the score at 0-0. It was replayed in its entirety two
days later.
,
Two years on it was a case of same again at Anfield in May 1973 in the UEFA
Cup again at 0-0 in Liverpool's match against Borussia Moenchengladbach. That
game survived just 27 minutes before being abandoned because of a waterlogged pitch. The match was played in its entirety the following evening and Liverpool ran out 3-0 winners.
Competitions have sometimes determined the result of a game that was not
played to the end but usually only when crowd or player trouble caused abandonment before 90 minutes. Last September a referee abandoned an FA Cup tie
at Sleaford because of a mass brawl. The FA
ruled that both teams should be thrown out of the
competition.
Answers on a postcard if any reader can explain
why this Champions' League game, after such a
long suspension, was resumed rather than replayed from the start.

"I knew it was going to be a
tough match when they
fought over the coin."

Courtesy of The Chiltern Referee
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Dear Members
I would like to thank everybody who donated to my Hospice Christmas Lights
Fund.
The Final total was a massive £728.98 beating my £500 target by a long way.
There is still time to give at the justgiving website.
www.justgiving.com/Smiffyshospiceappeal13
For those that did not manage to give this time. This year coming there will be a
massive campaign as I look to break the £1000 figure.
This will be a difficult task, so if you could get a small pot each and start saving a
few coins each week. Then that would be a tremendous start
Cheers
Eamonn Smith

Coventry's Corner

The Offside Trap (following Len Randall’s article in January Warbler)

"Leave 'im there, George" says the centre-half to his full back "We'll 'ave 'im offside!" Simple, innit? The two defenders move into their opponents half and the
opposing Number Nine is duly blown up. Grins and curses according to whom
you favour.
But was the centre forward PIGing (playing, interfering, gaining advantage)?
Hadn't he been given the advantage and there is consequently no offence? Have
Uncle Len and his ex-FIFA mate got it wrong
In the 250 Level 4 assessments I undertook, the referees gave their instructions
by rote, trotting out the same requirements (and even the same jokes!). One
clear instruction was "If the forward is offside but unlikely to reach the ball and/or
harass the 'keeper, don't flag." The problem is, even at Supply League level, far
too many players (and Managers) are blessed with complete ignorance of Law
11, and the directive promoted many "Get that effing flag up, Lino" encouragements.
So have Len and his FIFA chum got it right? The answer, I feel, is yes, and no.
Make that 'unpigged' decision on Chesham Moor of a dull Sunday morning, and
I'll probably spot the ambulance zooming up the A413. Make the correct response at Chalfont St. Peter from 30m downfield, watched by a gobsmacked
George (in the repaired stand) and I, for one, will applaud you.
Found It!!
What is this nonsense about Jack Wilshere being summoned by The FA for
'giving the finger' to Manchester City fans?
Sixty thousand plus biased spectators are attempting to wind up one of England's more talented players and he eventually loses it.
He soon makes a recovery and advises the crowd "I've found my contact lens".
Courtesy of The Chiltern Referee
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Adie gets out his Chopper
It was a real pleasure to come over to the Woking RA last month and present my
role as Referees Secretary. I was very honoured to be invited and received a
very warm welcome from all the members. I was delighted to renew my acquaintance with so many of my colleagues and also to meet in person several Referees who have been operating in the SCILW but I had not met. This was my first
presentation as Referees Secretary and I hope I did not bore you with any of the
disciplines that pertain to my role. I would like to thank you for your generosity in
presenting me with the two bottles of wine. We opened the red the following
weekend and it was a perfect complement to our topside of beef, Diane would
like to pass on her gratitude as she is rather partial to ‘a drop of Red’!
The weather is taking its toll of the games at present. I know you are all keen and
raring to go but so are the clubs. It is a very frustrating time for everybody including the County Cup Committee who, most probably, are tearing out their hair with
the amount of postponements. It does of course mean that we may have to have
evening games come April and May. Please make sure you have made yourself
available to your respective Referees Secretaries as they will in all probability be
grateful for your services in the early spring.
Still on the subject of the rain, it has certainly washed out all those temporary repairs to the roads. Some of the routes I have been on in recent weeks resemble
some African Republic’s roads. Having low profile tyres on my own car it does
make for a rough journey but my current company motor being a Golf bucks
around and I think sometimes I have a tiger by the tail. I am given to understand
that Surrey is one of, if not, the most affluent County in England. One would think
that we would have the best roads. Not so. I think the people who make these
decisions drive around in ‘Chelsea Tractors’ so it does not affect them!
No game today due to the weather so this morning I got out my trusty chainsaw
and felling axe and did some logging in the garden. The garden is rather boggy
in places but I fell upon my stack of logs like a beaver on ecstasy and managed
a good hour and a half’s cutting – earned my lunch!!

Adie

Second World Cup call-up for Webb

FIFA have confirmed Howard Webb will be the English referee at this year's
World Cup finals. It Is the second time the 42-year-old Yorkshlreman has been
chosen for the showpiece event, having officiated in South Africa in 2010, when
he became the first Englishman to take charge of a World Cup final since Jack
Taylor in 1974. Webb showed 14 yellow cards and one red in the final but admitted later that he should have sent off Nigel de Jong for his chest-high tackle on
Spain's XabiAlonso
Webb will again be assisted by Michael Mullarkey and Darren Can In Brazil this
summer.
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Teenage Referee Spat at and Assaulted
by Parents at Under 9s Match

A teenage referee was grabbed by the throat and spat at by a raging mum and
dad at an under 9s football match.
Police are investigating after the terrified official, 16, told bosses at Manchester
FA that a player's mum TWICE spat in his face as he walked back to the changing rooms and the woman's husband then grabbed him by the throat during the
attack. The referee is said to be contemplating quitting after the attack at Barr
Hill Playing Fields in Salford.
It is understood trouble flared at the game between Barr Hill Under 9s Clubs
and Moorside Rangers Under 9s when the referee decided not to give a free
kick after a tackle on a Barr Hill striker. The parents of the player then began to
shout at the official who stopped the game to ask them to calm down. They refused and when the referee returned are alleged to have launched an expletiveladen tirade at him in front of stunned youngsters and spectators.
The official asked them to leave and, after a 10-minute delay and the intervention of the Barr Hill manager, they went to the nearby club house. But as the referee walked back to the dressing rooms they are said to have pounced. The
child's mother is accused of spitting in the referee's face before his father
grabbed him by the throat. As the pair continued to hurl insults and threats the
mother is alleged to have spat in the official's face again.
A shocked onlooker raced to the shaken referee's aid and police were called
before the teenager's dad turned up to take him home. The M.E.N. understands
the child's mother later found the official's telephone number and is alleged to
have called him and made further threats.
Stunned officials at Barr Hill immediately slammed the behaviour of the parents.
Chairman Bob Hinder said: “We are greatly saddened that it is parents associated with our club who, through their totally unacceptable actions, have undermined all of the hard work of our other parents, coaches and young players.
“We do not condone their behaviour and both parents have had their membership of our club withdrawn. We will support the police and the FA in any way we
can.”
Reacting to this case, which happened on Saturday, Manchester FA chief executive Colin Bridgford said: “The referee was only 16, yet two adults felt it acceptable to bully and intimidate him. This behaviour has to be challenged
throughout junior football and we all have to play our part in that.”
GMP confirmed that two people had been spoken to under caution and added
that inquiries are ongoing.
This first appeared in Manchester Evening News. I spotted it in The Sutton
“Touchlines”
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The Adventures of Willy ‘Red card’ Woodwork
The Whistling Referee
Part 28 –Yellow is the colour
Match:
Venue:
League:

Cockfosters Casuals –v- Reds Rovers
Hackney Marsh – Pitch 165
Division Three – Sunday Park League (North)

If during the course of as a match and the referee has produced the yellow card
on ten occasions…. yes ten cautions, does that mean the referee has lost control of the players or does it mean the referee is just having a poor match. In
this match alone, if you had been counting the red and yellow cards that I have
produced to date then we are certainly in double figures by now but was I having
a bad match……absolutely not! I was just applying the law and doing the job
any good referee should be doing.
I was still in control and would like to share
with you the last few minutes when all I seemed to be doing was showing yellow
cards but being totally in control of matters on the field of play.
In these very busy five minutes the first caution was when the defending players
failed to retreat the full ten yards. My first two requests were ignored as was my
third request. I had already paced the ten yards yet the players were still insisting that I was wrong. Players always think that their six yards is the referee’s ten
yards. As I was standing behind their ‘wall’ I took my note book out and made a
note of their shirt numbers. I then walked in front of the ‘wall’ and told the first
player that he was being cautioned for failing to retreat the ten yards and asked
for his name. Meanwhile the other three players quickly walked away hoping
they would not be cautioned. But of course I already had their shirt numbers so
I had no problem locating them on the pitch as they attempted to try and hide behind their team mates. I looked around and checked that I had the correct shirt
number and duly cautioned them. Was I being harsh?…….no, I was being correct in law.
On awarding the next free kick the players knew only too well they had to be the
full ten yards. One player then decided to tie his boot laces. I asked him to
move away twice and both times he told me he was ‘just doing his laces’. The
yellow card re-emerged and I told the player he was delaying the restart. He insisted he was cautioned for tying his laces but despite my explanation he did not
want to hear what I had to say. Like most players they know the laws far better
than the referees………really, I think not.
I noticed one of the Rovers players waving to gain my attention. At the next
stoppage in play I went over to him. ‘Sorry about that ref, with the weather
changing I just changed my boots so can I come back on now?’ I thanked him
for informing me that he wanted my permission to re-enter the field of play but
told him he was being cautioned as he did not have my permission to leave the
field of play in the first instance. He asked what difference it made but if every
player did the same how would I know how many players were actually on the
pitch at any one time. Another yellow, another correct decision.
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The Casuals goal keeper placed the ball on the ground ready for the goal kick.
He then proceeded to drag his right boot over the line in the middle of the goal
area. I immediately gave three blasts on my whistle and run from my position on
the half way line over to the goal keeper. As I approached him I could clearly
see the mark that he had made and I asked what was he doing. He explained
the mark helps him judge the angle when the opposing players enter the penalty
area. He added he does the same every week as do most goal keepers even
those at the top level. I explained it was deemed unsporting behaviour to make
unauthorised marks on the field of play and that he would be cautioned. To be
fair I have witnessed top goal keepers doing the same normally before the match
and I have never seen the players cautioned but again I was right as stated in
the law. You would have done the same…..surely?
Play continued until the ball went out and I awarded a throw in. Reds Rovers
asked for a substitution and I immediately ran over to make sure the substitute
entered at the half way line. I asked the substitute his name which I checked in
my note book and then checked his boots and also had a look for any jewellery.
I told the player not to enter until the player being substituted has left the field of
play. I took my next position and the ‘substitute’ picked the ball up with his
hands and preceded the take the throw on. I immediately blew my whistle. I
heard the call ‘That was a perfectly good throw ref. There was nothing wrong
with that’. I explained there was nothing wrong with the throw but the substitution procedure is only complete after the player has entered the field of play. In
this instance the player had not actually entered the field of play so the substitution procedure is not complete.
‘Are you having a laugh ref’? I explained that I was not and yes, you guessed
it, another yellow card this time for dissent but yet again I was just applying the
law correctly.
The fact is if the player had actually stood on the pitch and then gone off again to
take the throw there would have been no problem. I can hear your mind ticking
over and you are thinking I would not have stopped play for that but I bet you didn’t even know about the substitute having to enter the pitch first……did you?
Get reading those laws of the game again, it’s a fascinating read.
Regards
Willy Woodwork
P.S Would you have cautioned all the four players who failed to retreat the full
ten yards?

Can you caution a player for tying his laces which prevented the free kick from
being taken?
Is it right to caution a player for re-entering the pitch who asks for your permission?
Can a goalie make a little mark on the edge of his goal area?
Finally would you stop play if the sub took the throw on without entering the field
of play first?
What do you think…..was Willy Woodwork right each occasion?
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MURPHY’S MEANDERINGS (23)
At the start of the season I decided to go out on a Sunday morning and see
some local football. It was easier said than done. I visited several grounds but
was unable to find any games to watch. Eventually I found a ground where
there were two games being played although there were six pitches available.
On investigation, I found the reason was quite clear. In my day (80s) there were
seven divisions of between ten and twelve teams so there was a lot of football
about. These days it’s down to three divisions of nine teams so there is considerably less football.
I like watching Sunday football because there always seems to be something to
talk about. Take a few weeks ago, for instance. It was a very physical match
and there was one player who was putting himself about. The referee was quite
lenient and it took a couple of heavy challenges before the player was eventually cautioned just before half time. When the second half started he must have
thought that being a new half he had a clean slate because within a few minutes
he had committed a further reckless tackle. It was worthy of at least another
caution, which would have meant dismissal, but the referee only talked to the
player. The opposing manager was furious, especially as his player needed
treatment. Using several expletives he yelled at the referee, some twenty yards
away, that the opposing player shouldn’t be on the pitch, that he’d seriously injure somebody and if he did he’d sue the referee for every penny he had because it would have been his fault for not sending him off. Whether the referee
heard or took it in I don’t know because he did not react. Fortunately nothing
further happened in the match and it finished amicably. However, could the
manager have carried out his threat if circumstances had been different?
One of the commonest faults I notice when I watch local referees is, having given a free kick to the defence, they turn their back on ball and players and walk
back upfield, some slowly and some looking at the ground. I often wonder what
they’re thinking as they seem to be in a world of their own. I even saw one referee wave his arm over his head to signal for the kick to be taken as he walked
upfield, his back to everything. I was always told that it was essential to keep
the ball and players in view to make sure the kick was being taken correctly
from the right place and there were no problems. I remember many years ago
when I played Sunday football in Basingstoke, the opposition were awarded a
free kick for offside just outside the penalty area. Their goalkeeper took the kick
but didn’t bother to place the ball. Standing outside the penalty area he merely
fly kicked the ball upfield. We started appealing but the referee, with his back to
ball and goalkeeper, didn’t have any idea what had happened and, looking
around, saw nothing wrong so allowed the game to continue.
Yes, there’s always something to discuss with Sunday league football!
Tony Murphy
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BLOOPERS
At a meeting to discuss the route of a proposed ring road, the Highways Committee Chairman said, "We intend to take the road through the cemetery - provided
we can get permission from the various bodies concerned.
Bedford fireman today received 28 letters thanking them for their efforts which destroyed 3 houses on Wednesday night.
Fireman Sydney Jacobs is expected to get his massive tender out in 30 seconds.
TO TOUCH THESE WIRES IS INSTANT DEATH Anyone found doing so will be prosecuted.
DURING NUCLEAR ATTACK THERE WILL BE A SCHOOL HOLIDAY official.
Ghana is to change over to driving on the right. The change will be made gradually.
OUR WOMEN LICK MALE SPORTSMEN.
Bodies in the garden are a plant says wife.
Primary Schools summer festival was supported by 800 parents and friends last
week. The evening began with the drowning of the Summer Queen.
Mourners of the burial of Anna Bochinsky were astonished to see the "dead" woman jump out of her coffin while it was being carried with the lid open - as is the
custom in Romania - from the cemetery to the grave. She ran out into the road
and was killed by a motorcar.
Some of the fresh eggs came from hens kept at St Bartholomew's Hospital for nutritional tests; one or two came from a police sergeant at Scotland Yard.
Tired of appearing in westerns, the film star said he wanted to try more dramatic
or romantic rolls; something he could get his teeth into.
Hints on making-up were given to the Leeds branch of the British Sailors Society
today by Mrs W Toulson. Mrs Arthur Beevers presided.
Courtesy of Tony Murphy
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Frustration, Dissent, Abuse. Is It Acceptable?
"A view from the middle"
by Andy Legg written over 15 years ago
for The Mitre (Fulham Soc magazine)
but nothing changes.
Football is played by human beings - thank heaven. They have their skills, their
failings and they all react to success, failure, good fortune and ill luck in different
ways. That is one of the reasons why the game holds the attention and passion of so
many people. It is exactly the same for referees - we are all different.
I have lived long enough in the real world to accept that players will not accept
every decision with total calmness. The passion that makes the game so exciting
makes it a certainty that, if you are on the wrong end of a poor (in your eyes) decision, there will be a reaction. Despite my residence in the real world, I and my
fellow referees are obliged to enforce the Laws of the Game. You will know that
referees have been instructed to do this more rigidly, and this includes dissent.
The Law states that the referee shall caution a payer who shows, by word or action, dissent towards the decision. To save you looking it up, dissent is defined
as "having or expressing a different opinion".
A player having a different opinion to the referee's is OK, because the crime to is
show that different opinion. Dissent is shown by arguing, throwing the ball down
in disgust etc, and it is possible that a caution may follow. The hard part for the
players is that their argument may be valid. They could be right\ Referees, like
everyone else do make mistakes, but unfortunately dissent is not acceptable
even when the dissenter is correct, and it is that message that is proving difficult
to deliver.
Dissent is seen as a threat to the referee's control. If players are seen to get
away with it, perhaps even sway the odd decision or two, then you will have everyone trying it. Referees should be able to identify the difference between frustration and dissent. Frustration is just the annoyance manifesting itself, and it is
usually on the spur of the moment and it quickly passes. It becomes dissent
when it continues for longer than the split second, when the same players gets
eventually "frustrated" or it becomes orchestrated by a group.
There are other examples. I recently cautioned a payer who felt that his team
should have been awarded a penalty, not for his first little dig, or even his second, which I accepted as understandable frustration. But when he restarted the
debate and offered his view for the third time, some 50 seconds later, my patience expired -wouldn't yours?
Please remember that any expression of dissent can attract a yellow card, but
most referees only react to the blatant act. Just think what would happen if every
dissenter were cautioned? The worst manifestation of this is abuse, usually involving the use of foul language. Again the law is clear; a player who uses foul or
abusive language shall be sent off. This must be in the opinion of the referee.
You can see that a docker from Tilbury may have a different view of what is bad
language from a lay preacher from Canterbury!
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The Law also does not discriminate where the recipient of the abuse is concerned. It can be the referee, linesman, opponent, team-mate, manager or
even spectator but it is up to the referee to decide. Most referees will tell you
that an accusation of cheating can get a player first use of the showers. Players who racially abuse opponents usually do it to attract a violent response.
Indeed, no words need actually be said, gestures form part of sign language
which can, of course, be foul.
Again the officials are quite discerning when choosing whether to punish. The
aim is to eliminate those who use words to threaten, provoke or abuse. If a bad
word is uttered in frustration a good referee can manage the situation. I say
usually because sometimes this can have disastrous results. A goalkeeper
was encouraging his defenders by using some choice language at the top of
his voice. The referee had a quiet word with his captain, suggesting that he
should ask him to desist. The captain obliged - from a distance of 50 yds - with
"Micky, cut out the f***** swearing, or the ref will send you off!" Nice try ref!
We do not go looking for problems, the paperwork is irksome as it is, but referees cannot have their control threatened, and abuse of anyone is unacceptable. Remember, you may be right in having a different view but you do not
have the right to express that view; except in the bar afterwards. But that is a
different matter, and it does show we are all human beings, which is where I
came in.
Spotted in the Chiltern Referee

David Colman R.I.P.
David Coleman, one of British TV's best-loved sports broadcasters, has died
aged 87. Many of his “colemanballs” have appeared in this magazine. Below are
a few with thanks to The Chiltern Referee
"The late start is due to the time."
"That's the fastest time ever run - but it's not as fast as the world record."
"The front wheel crosses the finish line, closely followed by thee back wheels."
"The women's 400 metres hurdles include three Russians, two East Germans, a
Pole, a Swede and a Frenchman."
"If that had gone in it would have been a goal."
"In a moment we hope to see the pole vault over the satellite."
"He's even smaller in real life then he is on the trackt."
"He's got his hands on his knees and holds his head in despair."
""Forest have now lost six matches without winning."
"He's 31 this year - last year he was 30."
The most famous quote is one that is often attributed to Coleman but it was his co
-commentators Ron Picking who said it while covering the 1976 Olympics "The
big Cuban opened his legs and showed his class"
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Fulham u18 v Leicester City u18
Assistant referee ; Nick Arbuckle

3rd February

Society Meeting - The Surrey County FA Road Show

15th Feb/22nd Feb

Basic Referees Course—Byfleet Village FC (See SCFA
Website for details)

3rd March

Society Meeting - AGM

7th April

Society Meeting - Lucy May

12 May

Society Meeting - TBA

18th May

End of Season Dinner

11th 12th July

Referees Association Conference - Hinkley

This Month’s Speaker(s)
The Surrey FA Roadshow
During a game of football that you are refereeing, you caution a player/send a
player off/remove a manager from the Technical Area or even have to report
someone for misconduct after the game, do you know what to do next? Then
why not attend a workshop specifically designed to help you.
The workshop will gives examples of good practice and poor practice and it will
also give you an opportunity to share your experiences. We will be on hand to
help and guide you through this possible minefield.
If you attended the Workshop that the County put on back in September 2013
then why not attend again to pass on the advice that was given to you. The
practical exercise is also different with regards video clip.
The evening will be led by Tim Lawrence along with Mark Wood and Colin
White from the County FA’s Discipline Committee.
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DRESSING ROOM MANNERS
Referee/linesman co-operation is a much discussed topic in the world of referees but so much of the discussion revolves around what is to take place on the
field of play, and very little about what is to happen in the dressing room. It is
very important that the right atmosphere is created in the dressing room before
a match, at half time and after the match.
How many times are we the subject of interruptions during our pre-match build
up? The answer is far too frequently.
The dressing room is sacred for at least 15 minutes before kick off. This is when
the three officials need to be alone to put themselves in the right frame of mind
for the game. If you are one of the men officiating, you will appreciate that this
short period of time is when you adjust your thinking to that of your colleagues,
and they do likewise.
We should be aware of this when we go along with a fellow referee to watch a
game. We should not hang around with our colleagues until the last minute.
Leave them alone and push off with a beer!
When the boot is on the other foot and we take a fellow referee or friend with us
to watch a match, we should appreciate that the referee is King in his Castle,
and his castle is his dressing room. It is only good manners to ask the permission of the referee before anyone is invited to the dressing room.
The worst crime, however, is when two officials know one another well and they
fail to involve their third colleague in the conversation. This can lead to all sorts
of problems for the odd man out, for there is nothing worse than feeling unwanted, especially by fellow referees.
Other pre-match thoughtlessness can often be summed up under the heading
"selfishness". The officials who talk endlessly of their own wonderful ability as
referees; the character who is always cracking corny jokes and not concentrating on the job in hand; the type who believes he is the best referee in the world
but never gets promotion or senior appointments; the one who moans and
groans about everyone else - yes, the one with the chip on his shoulder. These
characters are far too common in the game and do nothing to aid the harmony
and uniformity on the field of play.
The poor time keeper is a real menace. It matters not at what level you are refereeing - you should always be at your match at least 30 minutes before the
kick off and even earlier if there is any doubt about conditions, or if required by
the competition rules. It is no use arriving at the ground early and not informing
both the club officials and your colleagues.
We are also the subject of constant interruptions from well meaning club officials who are over attentive to our needs or just want to chat about fellows who
occupied your dressing room the previous week!
At half time we should all take stock of our performance to that time and then go
on to discuss any improvements or alterations that may be needed in the second half. We do not want interruptions and unnecessary chatter, just the chance
to take stock.
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Similarly, after the match we need 10 minutes discussion on the game in general
and on our performances in particular. Did our plans work? Did we perform well
as a team? So often, however, before we have time to take off our boots, in
come our friends, full of idle chatter and unfortunate remarks that distract our
train of thought. This ruins the opportunity to draw together the vital points from
the game and valuable discussion points are lost forever.
All that has been said is a matter of common sense and we must admit that we
are all guilty at some time of being considerate to our colleagues, but if we note
the points made we can all contribute to the improvement of our own performances and to the improvement of refereeing standards in general.
Derek Bray writing in the Second Referees Digest - sent to me by Tony
Murphy

£1m pledge to Improve referees
By MATT LAWTON writing in The Sunday Mail
FUNDING of the training and development of referees is to be trebled to almost £1 million. The standard of refereeing Is back in the spotlight after Mike
Jones ruled out a perfectly good goal by Newcastle's Cheick Tiote on Sunday
for offside.
Newcastle manager Alan Pardew was reprimanded by the FA for his fourletter response but Jones was taken off this weekend's list by referees' chief
Mike Riley.
Until now the Professional Game Match Officials Limited, the body running
referees, has spent the best part of £300,000 a year in this area.
Sportsman can reveal that a decision by the Premier League, Its clubs,
PGMOL and the League Managers' Association will see that figure treble.
The aim Is not only to raise standards but also ensure the quality of the next
generation of top-flight officials. Until now, most of the money has supported
the Select Group of 16 full-time professional referees and their assistants —
and to a lesser extent the National List officials operating in the Football
League. Most of this new money will be pumped Into longer-term development and training for those who assist the Select Group.
While PGMOL would argue their assistant referees already call '99 per cent1
of offsides correctly, they accept their task Is becoming increasingly difficult.
National List referees are not full-time, so extra money will be spent on coaching them. This in turn should help deliver the next generation of Select Group
referees. PGMOL would say that standards are already high; that the accuracy on major decisions has risen for the fifth Consecutive year, from 94.1 per
cent last season to nearer 95 percent.
Pardew would argue there Is room for Improvement. Not least when the training has been as limited as it would appear to date.
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Classes here now

FOR ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS
MALE AND FEMALE
OF ALL AGES

HAVE FUN
GETTING FIT
For Details

Contact Gareth Price on
07735067158
Winston Churchill School
Every Tuesday at 19.00 - 20.00 hrs

Ash Taxis
6 Seater Taxi

Airports , Docks, Social Functions

Competitive Prices
24 hours by appointment
Contact —Colin Barnett on
Tel.
01252 328957
Fax
01252 654811
Mob 07831 404 066
E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com
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95 Sutton Avenue
St Johns, Woking
Surrey GU21 8UL
01483 385776
07780 684416
michaelgeorgelawrence@hotmail.com

Advice on the prevention of
Stalking and Harassmentment
Hamish Brown MBE
Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector
UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to:
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com
Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com
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Courtesy of the Chiltern Referee
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Courtesy of the Chiltern Referee
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WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
www.TheFA.com

Wembley Stadium PO Box 1966
London SW1P 9EQ

FA Refereeing Department
National Managers
“name”@theFA.com

Ian Blanchard ; Senior National Game Referee Manager
Roger Vaughan ; Recruitment, Retention & Development
Neale Barry ; Head of Senior Referee Development

Surrey County Football Association
www.surreyfa.com
Referee Competition Manager
Appointments Secretary
Referee Development Officer

Connaught House 36 Bridge Street Leatherhead,
Surrey, KT22 8BZ
01372 373543
Mark Wood mark.wood@surreyfa.com
Rod Wood 0208 979 2477 & 07860 400995
Rod.wood@surreyfa.com
Tim Lawrence 01372 373543

The Referees’ Association
www.footballreferee.org
ra@footballreferee.org
Tel 024 7642 0360 Fax 024 7767 7234

Unit 12, Ensign Business Centre
Westwood Way
Westwood Business Park
Coventry CV4 8JA

Surrey County Referees Association
Honorary Secretary

Surreyra@hotmail.com
Brian Fish 01483 420007 fishbaak@yahoo.co.uk

Guildford & Woking Alliance League
Referees’ Secretary

Terry Hawkett 07782 653334
Terry.hawkett@gmail.com

Surrey County Intermediate League
(Western) Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Suburban League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Dave Goater
dave.gosubrefs@outlook.com

Combined Counties League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Philip Nash 07951 415046
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk

Southern Youth League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Peter Harris 01252315856 / 07967 988840
Peter.harris1767ntlworld.com

Camberley & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m),
richard@harris-net.co.uk

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Bob Dick 01483 300155
bobmdick@btinternet..com

Farnham & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Colin Barnett 01252 328953
cbarnett5978184@aol.com

Surrey Elite Intermediate Football League
Referees’ Secretary

Richard Brum 07956 185602
richard.brum@sky.com

Surrey Youth League
Referees’ Secretary

www.wsyl.org.uk
Alan Wiggins 01932 789376 alan.wiggins@wsyl.org.uk

Surrey Primary League
Referees Secretary

Martin Etheridge
etheridgemartin@aol.com

Middlesex County FA
Www.middlesexFA.com

39/41 Roxborough Rd Harrow,
Middlesex, HA1 1NS 0208 424 8524

Hampshire County FA
Www.hampshireFA.com

Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF 01256 853000

Berks and Bucks County FA
Www.berksandbucksFA.com

15a London Street, Farringdon
Oxfordshire, SN7 8AG 01367 242099

London FA
Www.londonFA.com

11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sulivan Rd Fulham
London SW6 3DU 0870 774 3010

