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Next month’s meeting  will be on   
Monday 7th February 2022 

The deadline for the February Warbler is 
Friday 31st January 2022 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the  
Society or its’  Committee  

 
 
 
 
 
 

                      
   Agenda  

 
    8pm Chairman’s Welcome 
 
         Guest Speaker  

Steve Worsley  
     

Centenary Club Raffle 
 

Society Business  
 

10pm Close  

 
 
 
 

Meadow Sports Football Club 
Loop Rd Playing Fields, Loop Rd, Kingfield, 

Woking 
Surrey GU22 9BQ 
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Happy New Year one and all and welcome to 
a new year edition of the Woking Warbler!! 
 
Firstly, I hope that you and your loved ones 
had a peaceful and enjoyable Christmas to-
gether, with lots of food and drink and very 
minimal falling out over the traditional board 
games on Boxing Day?!! 
 
So, here we are again into another new twelve 
months – and lots to get through in this edition 
so straight into it…. 
 
Our Christmas Meal was well-attended and 
enjoyed by all who were able to come along. Massive appreciation to Martin 
Read, Mac, Jacko and all at Sutton Green Golf Club for making it happen….and I 
know that our very own stand-up comedian Jack Oxenham has put together a 
run-down of the evening elsewhere in this edition; it’s well worth a read!! We also 
raised a fair few quid too (I know Mac will have the figure here or further into this 
edition) down to your generosity at the Centenary Club draw and also the raffle/
heads & tails) on the night – brilliant stuff!! 
 
Our guest speaker for January is the now more-traditional-than-Santa-at-
Christmas Steve Worsley who will no doubt keep us entertained with his usual 
interactive presentation – this year entitled “Now What?!!”. We believe that this 
means Dermot Gallagher gets a year off, but you never know with Steve so keep 
a possible eye out!! As always Steve, you’re very welcome at Woking Society 
and we are looking forward to hosting you. 
 
As we enter the second half of the season, please make sure you’re all aware 
and comfortable with pitch inspections, what to do, how to do them and what to 
say if you need to call a game off (or indeed, keep it on and play!!) As always, we 
are here to help in any way we can if you want a refresher, so please get in touch 
with me or one of your society colleagues if you need a chat � 
 
Referee abuse is still (sadly) high on the agenda for various news and social me-
dia outlets. It seems more and more prevalent now and I’m not sure if this is be-
cause it IS happening more or if it’s because the news agencies are now begin-
ning to realise that it IS a thing and isn’t going away? Either way, we are here to 
support ANY of you, our colleagues, and friends, if you happen to be on the end 
of anything untoward and the national RA and Surrey FA are also on your side. 
Again, if you are affected by anything, firstly please make sure it is reported in the 
correct and proper manner and to the relevant authorities/league(s). If you don’t 
get this bit right, it is much harder to ensure any culprit is dealt with properly so 
please make sure you do your bit (however hard it may be) and again we are 
here as a society to help if you need anything in this process. 
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Together we can do our bit to ensure the field of play is a more enjoyable, pleas-
urable, and safer space for everyone including us match officials. 
 
Please keep Mac up-to-date with any plums you may receive – I know there’s 
some belters in this month’s edition and as we enter January and February, the 
county cup appointments will continue to filter through. 
 
Surrey FA have just announced more referee courses in 2022 and playing a big 
part of that is our own Gareth Heighes (Training Officer). What Gareth and his 
Tutor colleagues are doing is incredible so as and when we come across any of 
these new referees from the courses, please make them feel comfortable and of 
course, tell them about Woking Society!! 
 
I think that’s about it for now so all that’s left for me to do is to wish you and 
yours a very happy and prosperous 2022 – let’s make sure we do our own bit to 
keep each other safe (on and off the pitch). 
 
See you on January 10th at Meadow Sports for our first meeting of the new year. 
 
Cheers 
 

Andy 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of Woking Soci-
ety, The Referees Association will take place on Monday 7th March 2022 
at Meadow Sports FC, Loop Road, Woking, Surrey, commencing at 8pm. 
 
Any rules changes and nominations for officers and committee need to 
be submitted in writing, and in accordance with the rules, to either Mac 
McBirnie, Andy Bennett or Bryan Jackson by the close of the February 
meeting (7th February 2022). 
 
The Woking Society Rules can be found via the following link  
http://wokingreferees.co.uk/Warbler/WokingRARulespost2020AGM.pdf 

♦ I said to the decorator: "What is Satin Finish?" He said: "No idea, but if it's 
any help I know what chair is in Swedish". 

 
♦ It's a little known fact, that while the enigma machine codes were being 

cracked by Alan Turing... His sister Kay provided the tea, sandwiches and 
snacks. 



The Warbler                                                                The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society  

6 

2021/22 Membership 

Current 

73 Full Members 

12 Friends 

2 Affiliate Member 

 

2022 Current Status  

General £2591.00 

Supplies £152.55 

Belgium £0.00 

Training Fund £181.97 

Centenary Fund (formerly 
Youth Fund) 

£1539. 58 

Total £4465.10 

The winners of the Christmas Grand Draw were 
Tm Lawrence 
Colin Barnett 

Morgan Hamilton 
Pam Lomax  

 
♦ A warm Woking welcome back to newly re- qualified member Jason Orriss  

 We wish him a long and fruitful association with Woking Referees’ Society.  
 
♦ Congratulations to the following members for gaining promotion to Level 4 
 

 Ollie Hind 

 Pat Nixon 

 Declan Wyatt 

 Erno Vajda  

   
♦  A reminder that Dean Banks is our “Social Media Mogul”  If you have any

 thing you’d like Dean to post then please contact him at  
 deanbanks2005@hotmail.com or phone/whatsapp  07775516007. 
 
 



The Warbler                                                                The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society 

7 

Many thanks to Mac, Andy and all at Woking RA for 
the kind offer of opening the new year again, it is 
great to be back here as I always enjoy my visit. 
  
To introduce myself, I have been a referee for 33 
years and a referee tutor (now called referee devel-
oper) for the last 10 years, teaching the referee 
courses (full and mini soccer). 
  
Over this time I have worked alongside youth 
leagues and youth teams to assist referees and 
league training (any questions about mini soccer, 
I’m your man) and from this and the tutoring, I have 
always looked for any useful clips or info that could 
help me.  From these, I have used them for workshops and presentations for 
education and enjoyment (even Sky sports used an idea of mine during lock-
down 2020).  
  
So as the new year arrives, this year I present to you “Now What!”   A trip 
through the slightly irregular decisions you may face, but are you ready for 
them?? 
  
Hope you enjoy it, see you then. 
 
Steve 
 
p.s.  , I am happy to do any DBS verifications if needed (they have to be on the 
system), people just have to bring their documents and I will take £10 cash from 
them to pass to county. 

Surrey FA trained over 250  new referees since June with courses held in ven-
ues such as Merrist Wood College, Weydon School(Farnham), Meadowbank, 
Carrington School(Redhill) , Surrey Sports Park and more. 
 
A female only Referee course went very successfully at Carrington School 
Redhill at the end of November with 23 new referees starting their journey. There 
was also a guest appearance from FA Developer Coach & Newly appointed 
FIFA referee, Lisa Benn. 
 
Courses will start quickly in the new year, Covid depending, including a second 
female only course this time in Woking. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New year. 

          Gareth  
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Our December meeting was our traditional Christmas dinner day! And for some 
unknown reason I’ve been volunteered to write the feedback. I hope it makes 
 you laugh and gives you a chuckle! 
 
Sutton green golf club 
was the venue, and a 
lovely venue of that. 30 
members attended a 
fun filled evening start-
ing off with Mr Bennett 
apparently not being 
able to afford a piece 
of paper. Im going to 
blame Brexit. So listen-
ing to the chairman’s 
Opening speech was 
going to be a laugh as 
I'm starting craving a Steigl as the notes were on the back of a beer mat.  The 
order of dinner was rolled off like a prematch which let’s be frank, we winged it I 
think the only 2 that knew what was going on was Senior/Master Jacko. Thank 
goodness someone did. 
 
Starter was served. Soup/Salmon and a crusty roll was in order. Lovely and a 
fantastic start to the evening, seeing (with everything going on) everyone smiling, 
laughing is what our society is all about. As we are in cover…. “ORDERRR OR-
DERRR” was shouted. It was like the fire alarm going off in school. What’s hap-
pening? Ahhh don’t panic Master Jacko doing his very canny Bercow impression 
and 3 glasses broken by Jackie trying to get Jonty to stop talking about Henley 
regatta he went to 13yrs ago. Society Christmas Draw. Mr Timothy Lawrence 
the winner of Andy’s beer mat and a sizeable some of money. 
 
 Main courses were next after trying to work out the quiz questions which on my 
table with Dean/Charley/ Amy and the Pillings had very rudely filled in the an-
swers to which they knew, I was stuck with something about world war 1 which 

as you can tell is my special-
ist subject!! Mains were 
served and the room went 
quiet, or so we thought, Mr 
Chairman asking a law ques-
tion to everyone, to which 
everyone got it wrong apart 
from? Correct, Mr Lawrence. 
The food was lovely and de-
molished by “ORDER . 
 
 



The Warbler                                                                The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society 

9 

ORDER” Master Jacko is back! This time, for the quiz answers and the head/
tails game. Obviously I told everyone to go heads. “Tails” superb. I’m out ! 
along with 3/4 of the group. I apologise. 
 
The quiz was fantastic 
and we all would like to 
thank Mac for his hard 
work putting it together 
for us. It really is a high-
light of the evening 
about how dumb you 
really are . Ha  ha ! 
 
Pudding was served, 
and next thing you know 
it was finished. Quickest 
course by far looking 
around. Even heard silence from Mr Pilling for 30 seconds which was bliss  
( joking of course !)  
 
 Followed by the amazing array of prizes to win on the “Richard Adamson 
Christmas Raffle” as we all call it now. Prizes won by everyone which always is 
a massive highlight!  Even the lynx africa set was claimed. I know. Shocking! 
 
Which brought to a close our amazing evening together 
 
I’d like to thank on behalf of…… WAIT A MINUTE. Only kidding our traditional 
sing song. Mac as always was perfection at play-
ing what I’d call a guitar but apparently it’s a uku-
lele! A perfect way to finish the evening! 
 
All serious for one paragraph of my life. Thanks 
to Jacko, Tom and Mac and Martin Read for or-
ganising a fantastic evening! A Thank you to Mr 
chairman for hosting. And Sutton Green for ac-
commodating us.  
 
I hope you had a lovely Christmas and a lovely 
new year. Keep staying safe everyone and re-
member our society is the best in Surrey be-
cause of our interaction and participation in these 
events. 
 
 If you need any support or help with anything, 
please reach out to one of us. We are a family 
and we all want the best for each other. 
 
Jackk Oxenham  



The Warbler                                                                The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society  

10 

In the late 1970s and early 1980s I was involved with 
the supporters club at Walton and Hersham. We of-
ten had this silver haired referee called Roy on our 
games, either on the line in the isthmian or in the 
middle for the youth team. I had experienced Roy 
refereeing the team that I played for in the 5-a-side 
league at Woking leisure centre, so I had a good idea 
of how good he thought he was! I reckoned that I 
could do better!! 
 

I played cricket with Alan Watson who was also a referee and a member of 
Woking RA and I also knew Roger James who ran the Referees 5-a-side team 
in the leisure centre league. They told me to get in touch with Bill Millard, who 
was the Woking RA training officer and ran the courses. 
 
So I took my referees course run by Woking RA in the autumn of 1984. My 
course tutors were Bill Millard and Neil Collins. The course lasted a number of 
weeks held in various places including Bill’s dining room! There were only 4 of 
us on the course. The exam was the week before Christmas in Tolworth. I man-
aged to pass and left the venue with my Surrey FA badge and my Surrey Refe-
ree number, which was 9500. I was a class 3, which is the same as a level 7 
today. 
 
It was left to me to find my own games, so I decided to give 2 Saturdays each 
month to do middles and 2 to do lines + midweek evenings. I approached the 
Woking & District (now Guildford & Woking Alliance) and Surrey Intermediate 
western for my middles along with the Combined Counties and Suburban for 
lines. I also did Sunday morning games for the West Surrey Boys League.  
 
I attended my first Woking RA meeting in January 1985 at Woking FC, where I 
had to pay my subs to Roy the silver haired referee I thought I could do better 
than! I soon learned that his monthly report always started “£10 cash in hand”. 
I was advised that I needed to apply for promotion, which I did and was pro-
moted to class 2. I then swapped Woking and District for Surrey Premier 
League and dropped Sundays. 
 
After a couple more seasons I was promoted to class 1 and moved onto the 
middle in the reserve section of the Combined Counties. 
 
It was around this time that I mentioned to the optician that my eyes were not 
liking the contact lenses that I had to wear to referee and I would have blood 
shot eyes for 3-4 days after a game. (I cant see a thing without glasses!).  
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After some tests he found that my eyelids do not meet in the middle when I 
blinked, which was causing the lenses to dry out and would cause damage to my 
eyes if I continued to wear them. I tried wearing my glasses but despite using vari-
ous products I could not stop them from misting up. So reluctantly at the end of 
1995 I decided to take a short break from refereeing. This coincided with Tom be-
ing born and my plan was to start again when he was old enough to start playing.  
 
It was around this time I took over the membership role for Woking RA and have 
been doing it ever since, except for 1 year when a colleague volunteered to do it 
but he didn’t have the time to commit to the role and Pete Guest, who was chair-
man at the time, asked me to take it on again. I added Treasurer to this in about 
2000 when Neil Collins stepped down and for a couple of years I was also secre-
tary, when Roy Butler was chairman - our paths had crossed so many times be-
tween 1984 and 2020 when he passed away. 
 
I’m still registered as a level 10, but work on a Saturday afternoon so have not 
been able to watch much football recently.  
 
Many of you know me as Jacko, I think Pete Guest was the first to call me this in 
society meetings and it has stuck for more than 25 years. Older members will re-
member when I was Warbler editor in the late 1980s I went under the pen name 
Stonewall - my cricket nickname. At the time I opened the batting, didn’t score 
runs quickly but was difficult to get out! 
I believe that Woking RA is probably stronger now in terms of senior referees than 
at any time since it was founded in 1927. Long may it continue! 
 

Jacko 

Hi Mac 
 
Answering 2 of your requests in 1 message, your question 
about the abandoned Woking Vets v Staines Lamas Old 
Boys (in the Woking News and Mail), and incidents of verbal abuse. 
I was the Ref in the game, 6 yellow cards, 2 red cards and 3 misconduct reports. 
 
The game was abandoned in the 88th minute as the second player who had 
been red carded would not leave the field of play. Same player was screaming 
serious verbal abuse at me and had to be physically restrained by two players, 
which resulted in the misconduct report. 
 
The player has since been suspended for 126 days and fined. 
 
Stephen Brown. 
     ********************* 
Hi Mac  
Were the drinks at our Christmas Dinner a mirage? According to the CAMRA 
website the bar at Sutton Green Golf Club is permanently closed! I've sent a cor-

rection to them.    Brian Reader 
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 I started refereeing in 1996 when my then 15 year old son, a 
keen footballer, decided that refereeing would provide a bet-
ter income than his paper round. As I would have to drive him 
to the classes, which were held at Mayford FC clubhouse and 
run by Woking RA trainers Neil Collins and Dave Gilmour, 
plus I was always running a line for his football team, I de-
cided it might be a good idea to learn the laws of the game as 
well.  
 
The classes were held one evening a week over 6 weeks and 
then we went to Leatherhead, where, if I remember rightly we had to take both a 
written and an oral test. . I remember Ray Lewis was there flogging his kit and 
both my son and I duly obliged. I think I’ve still got the shirt somewhere.   
 
I then spent the following year ferrying my son to his games, where he was ei-
ther playing or refereeing, and only refereed the odd youth game, until he went 
off to the army 6th form college in Worksop.  
 
So I started refereeing every weekend, mostly youth, but also on the Leather-
head a District League. I also signed up for the Suburban League, which I found 
to be a great learning experience, not only as an Assistant Referee, but also, 
watching more experienced referees first hand gave me more confidence when 
handling my own games. 
 
At some point I decided to go for promotion, mainly to try and get some feed-
back as to my refereeing ability, and gained my level 6. 
Up until the pandemic lockdown I was officiating on the Surrey Primary League, 
the Guildford and Woking Alliance and on The Surrey Intermediate Leagues. 
The last two managed brilliantly by Adie Freeman who is the referees’ secretary 
for both leagues.     
 
My highlights include five county cup finals, including an U15s middle and also 
running a line at Stamford Bridge in an U18s Academy game.  Lowlight? Getting 
locked in the dressing room at Knaphill before a game.  
 
I joined Woking RA once I’d qualified and found the Society a great help al-

though in those early days Society meetings were very 
formal and much time was spent on “official” business 
until Peter Guest took over as Chairman and really revi-
talised the Society. In 2005 I took over as editor of the 
Warbler and as secretary in 2017.  
 
Outside of refereeing my main interest is playing the gui-
tar and ukulele, neither particularly well, and I help lead 
both a small folk/country music band and a very popular 
ukulele band with the Woking Area u3a.   
 

 Mac  



The Warbler                                                                The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society 

13 

Many thanks to Jackk Oxenham for his excellent write up of our annual Christ-
mas Dinner which was a great success this year, despite our usual venue letting 
us down at the last minute. Fortunately, Sutton Green Golf Club, where I had at-
tended an excellent lunch a year or so ago, were free on 10th December and I 
managed to book us in. Martin Reed then employed his negotiating skills and 
persuaded them to add a couple of extra choices to the menu as well as a reduc-
tion in the price.  At this point Jacko took over as menu choice and remittance 
co-ordinator with Sutton Green, plus major raffle prize procurer.  Despite last 
minute drop outs due to illness, 30 members and guests enjoyed a very nice 
meal, with excellent service and a bumper raffle with over 40 prizes. A big thank 
you to all those that kindly donated prizes and all those who bought numbers, 
even though they couldn't attend. The Society actually made a profit of £149 on 
the raffle. Which is remarkable! 
 
I trust all of you who have Instagram accounts have been reading with interest  
Dean’s  “Advent Calendar”  of members’ profiles. It was fascinating to read all 
our refereeing “journeys”.  Many thanks to Banksy for thinking of the idea and 
posting on Instagram.  I’m intending to include “Your Committee “ profiles in this 
and forthcoming issues of the Warbler.  
 
Listening to the Surrey FA referee long service awards reminds me that I really 
must chase up the RA (again) regarding long service awards for Dave Cooper, 
Colin Barnett and the late Roy Butler. I realise that its only been over a year ago 
that I sent off the application forms but I would have thought the trophy’s would 
be ready by now. !!!   Wishing all the Warbler Readers a very Happy and  
Prosperous New Year  

Mac  
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My Road To Africa  by  Alan Hill writing in The Normidian  
 
In February 2019 after 14 years’ service as a Tutor for London Football Associa-
tion, I was informed by the LFA that our licences would be ended in March, and 
we would have to reapply for them due to new changes by the Referee Depart-
ment with the FA at Wembley. I was unsuccessful and disappointed in just receiv-
ing a ‘thank you’ email from the FA and nothing from my county, the London FA. 
What was my next move? 
This left me free to expand on my own success as a tutor when unbeknown to 
me, I caught the eye on Facebook of a group of referees from Africa. After initial 
communication I was asked to become a member of their WhatsApp phone 
group for Referee Development called Refereeing is Our World (United Nations 
of Referees Club) by a young lady organiser in Kenya. After an initial trial period 
from December 2019, this was formed on 16th May 2020.  
Since then, the group has grown into a multi-international membership of 97 refe-
rees of different levels in football from Cameroon, UK, Sierra Leone, Kenya, Bu-
rundi, Singapore, Zambia, Sierra Leone, Uganda, India and many more. Our 
chats became regular every evening on subjects of Law with clips to discuss and 
debate on. It became very popular, and word soon spread amongst the referee-
ing fraternity how knowledgeable it was becoming. I included my own group of 
referees whom I work with here in the UK. From this group came another 
WhatsApp phone group in Zimbabwe run by Alfred Karakadzai who asked me to 
tutor the ‘would be’ referees in Harare. This became the Beginners Course of 15 
candidates to learn the Laws of the Game on-line on 25/05/2020.  
2 hours per night 5 days a week, this again was a success and diplomas allo-
cated to those that completed the course. With data, network problems and funds 
of candidates it was frustrating at times. I didn’t know who or how many persons 
were on-line with me. That was Alfred’s department, those non-participants taken 
off. 
01/12 2020 became my 3rd International Referee on-line course created as Views 
about the Referees. 
So, three courses on the go when another referee from Sierra Leone asked if it 
was possible to do a course for them. They had heard about and seen the way 
the courses were being taught and how the learning was being done. This be-
came the Diploma Referee Laws Course, created on 12/06/2021. 
From the success of the Beginners course, a new course was created and be-
came the Referees Refresher Course on 27/11/2021 with forty five participants 
taking part. I now had 5 courses of International Referees wanting to learn the 
Laws of the Game and refereeing development the ‘English’ way. Finding time in 
between my own career as a referee was consuming and tiring. The feedback 
has been excellent from the referees. 
“I always like the way you do it. You drive us to get the solutions alone through 
interactions which is very helpful to all of us.” 
“We are fine. Working on perfecting and improving our careers every now and 
then.” 
“Yes, very helpful.”  
“Interactive one.” 
“I am doing well and for sure. This group has expanded my knowledge a great 
deal. Thank you all.” 
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We now get to my donating to Africa. On Facebook, one of my friends, Asimwe 
Marvin, runs a charity called “Kids for Africa” in Uganda. He was struggling to find 
ways of funding. We had long conversations and it is now doing great. I had lots 
of t shirts from my London Youth Games and South London Special League tour-
naments in the wardrobe just sitting there. He was always saying the kids need 
clothing, so I just said how you would like them. He jumped at the chance and that 
was the beginning of my donations to Africa. He received them on the 30th No-
vember 2019 
The next referee I sponsored was Maggy Ngendo, also a Facebook friend in 
Kenya. 
Maggy wasn’t confident but with chats and help is now a competent and progres-
sive referee. She hadn’t got much kit, so I bought her a set of kit and extra shirt. 
Received 22nd May 2020.  
I then sent her a further two packages with donated kit for other referees to re-
ceive.  She has received both today 13th October 2021. Pictures of donees to be 
published on my facebook page. Meanwhile Alfred had asked if there were any 
donations he could receive as he had seen what I had started. This was some-
thing I hadn’t planned on doing but followed up on and put feelers out to various 
other referee groups I was with. There was a good response from others, so I 
sorted some of my own kit that was sitting doing nothing. December 2020 saw my 
first parcel winging its way to Zimbabwe. 
My photos have been put on facebook and seen by a friend Corey Yerace in 
America who wanted to come on board. He has sent a parcel over to Kenya with 
American referee donations. Also from my own friends, been put on the Italian 
referees facebook page and people want to donate their old uniforms.  So please 
remember old kit can be useful to someone around the world instead of hiding 
away in wardrobes, cupboards, garages. Please think and be charitable to those 
less fortunate than ourselves. I for one did not know how my part would escalate 
when I first started this.  I have to thank so many people I can’t name them all, 
from Middlesex FA, Kent and London FA referees; but myself and the referees 
from the African Continent THANK YOU ALL from the bottom of our hearts for 
your generosity and kindness in fulfilling the dreams of those upcoming officials 
unable to afford the luxuries we have in the western world.  
Since then more donations have poured in and 

packaged ready for posting. -  

 

This is Maggie 

wearing her new kit.  

Football is played 

all over the world.  

We take for granted 

the state of the 

grass at the local 

park.   
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Watch Out - or I'll smack you in the face! 

December 16, 2019 - Game 24, 2019-20 

The good news first - the weather's turned mild and it's stopped raining. It's my 
last game of the year, a men's mid-table clash, level 10. I'm warming up next to 
the pitch, where a boys' U13 game is coming to a close. There's a very young ref 
in charge, so I already have half an eye out on the game, but there's no major 
excitement from the touchlines and he seems to be fully in control. 

Then, the away team coach starts yelling at him. I'm too far away to work out 
what it's about. There's no one down injured and there hasn't just been a goal or 
a penalty awarded, so there isn't any obvious cause. The coach is gesturing and 
shouting and he doesn't want to stop, so the young referee goes over to talk to 

�him. I break off my warm up and walk towards the field, though I'm still a few 
dozen yards away. The teenage referee is trying to talk to him, but the coach - a 
man of around 40, I'd say - is talking back over the top of him, loudly and vehe-
mently. The young referee eventually gives up and goes back to re-start play. If 
this had been my game, the coach would have been red-carded, but I can see 
why a young ref might feel too intimidated to follow through in the face of such a 
performance. 

Seconds after the game has resumed, I walk up to the coach and ask him why 
he's screaming at such a young referee. He looks at my warm-up jacket and 
sees the pennant of the city's refereeing association. Then he says, "Have you 
got a problem?" I tell him that as a referee I most certainly do have a problem 
with his touchline behaviour. His response is: "Well you'd better watch out then, 
or I'll smack you one in the face." 

The trainer of the home team hears this, as does the away team's co-trainer, 
who comes over and orders his colleague off the field and to stand behind the 
spectator barrier. He's thankfully ahead of the situation, so this prevents me from 
immediately calling the police. There have been enough violent incidents in the 
past few weeks to warrant it, though. I talk with the home coach, and we agree to 
meet again once the game's over about what we should do. She says that the 
coach's outburst came out of nowhere, that she has no idea what might have set 
him off. I walk away and continue warming up, feeling shaken. 

When the boys' game is over I approach the young referee and tell him what 
happened. We identify the aggressor from the initials on his tracksuit. The home 
trainer adds that she was called a "cu@t" by one of the away team's players as 
they came off the field. The away team's co-trainer, meanwhile, tries to reason 
away his colleague's behaviour and to play the incident down. I understand why - 
it's because finding youth football trainers is becoming as hard as finding people 
to referee youth football games. 

Look, I tell him, we have to report this behaviour. If I don't, then next week he 
goes one step further and throws that punch. Right in front of two teams of 12-
year-old boys. That's an impressionable age, it hardly needs pointing out. He re-
luctantly assents. So when I get home, I write up what happened, with a lurking 
sense of melancholy at the whole incident.  
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I get immediate messages back from both the league's admin and my refereeing 
body thanking me, and promising immediate action. In terms of official response 
this is a new but long overdue development, and very welcome indeed. 

After the coach's threat, which was not an idle one, I don't much feel like refe-
reeing a 90-minute men's game, but it goes okay. There's the requisite amount 
of complaining, but a couple of funny moments. One player yells loud and hard 
about an offside call, until his own fans on the touchline tell him that his team-
mate was at least two yards off. I was thinking about a yellow for dissent, but be-
fore I can pull out the card he breaks into a smile and apologises. Then a de-
fender screams at me for awarding a corner instead of a goal-kick, until his goal-
keeper informs him of what the rest of us already knew - he'd clearly saved it 
and turned the ball around the post. "Oh, really?" says the defender, all mild 
manners now. Yes, really. 

There's a row about a throw-in at one point, between two opposing players. I call 
them over. "Do you really want to have a fight about a fooking throw-in?" I ask 
them. They agree that would be stupid. They shake hands. See, it's not so hard. 
Now it's the winter break. Next year, everyone, please try to stop screaming at 
other people during football matches. And if you can't do that, try quitting the 
game and leave the rest of us in peace. Your toxic aggression, your idiotic pos-
turing, your egotism, your self-exposed ignorance, your choleric "emotions" - 
they're useless to me, to you, your team-mates, to the players in your charge, to 
your family and friends, and to everyone who cares about football too. 
Final score: 1-1 (4 x yellow) 

Stories reprinted under special license by Ian Plenderleith 
Reprinted with permission.  Courtesy of Touchlines 

 

I start with the increase of Verbal and Physical Assaults on Referee's up and 
down the Country. It would seem that since we have come out of Covid lockdown 
that players and Management think its open season to take their frustration out 
on us in Black. I feel its important to start clamping down on dissent no matter 
how high your tolerance level. My view now is have one word with the player 
warning him if he or she makes another comment they will be shown a yellow and 
sin bin for 10 Minutes.  
 
Maybe this will reduce the verbal during your game. I'm confident this will. I think 
its time the FA and all County FA sit down together and discuss how this problem 
can be solved. For serious assaults on a referee that player should be banned for 
life. For minor assaults minimum of 5 years and of course the fines should start 
no lower then £200 and obviously increase by how serious the attack was.  
 
For dissent, look at increasing the fine to £25 not this stupid amount of £12, as it 
has as no effect what so ever especially now when people are earning very good 
money.    ( If dissent is a sin bin offence is the £12 fine for Offinabus?? Ed )  
 

  Pete Rogers writing in Touchlines  
 

Dissent on the Rise ? 
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The Purpose of Pre-match Instructions  
 

In recent weeks, I have listened to a varied set of pre-match briefings, both as an 
observer and as an assistant referee. The length of the briefings has ranged 
from 2 to 15 minutes. Some referees have prepared a comprehensive set of in-
structions, including signals and ‘spotting’ of goal kicks and the process of mak-
ing throw-in decisions. One referee recently informed me that he very rarely pro-
vides any briefing regarding ‘on-field’ technical guidance as officials at Steps 5 
and above should be well versed in the latest expectations of assistant referees. 
Instead, he offers a small amount of contextual information on the game, venue 
and management of players. This made me consider whether there should in 
fact be a common set of guidance issued to ARs that would save some of the 
instructions that are doubtless repeated by most referees every week. 
 However, I did consider that the following basic guidance, which relates to 
key match incidents, may be emphasised as it can sometimes vary from one 
referee to another:  
 

♦ In what scenarios the AR should assist the referee with a penalty deci-
sion. This would normally involve eye contact from the referee to the AR 
to invite input.  

♦ The indications from the AR when an offence is just inside or outside the 
penalty area.  

♦ Actions required from a penalty kick and what constitutes goalkeeper 
movement.  

♦ Methods of communicating (verbally and non-verbally) when a chal-
lenge may merit a yellow or red card.  

♦ The information to be garnered during a mass confrontation.  
♦ The signal and action when the ball crosses the line but rebounds back 

on to the field of play (the instructions on this vary significantly!)  
♦ Guidance on management of the technical areas. At National League 

level, the steps are clearly laid out and these messages may filter down 
the pyramid.  

 
In addition to the above points, two very useful tips are given by Level 3 
official Alan Cresswell in his pre-match briefings to ARs: 
 

When indicating that a foul has been committed, always remember the 
player that commits the offence. This information may be required by 
the referee to decide on disciplinary action or to return to a perpetrator af-
ter an advantage has accrued. If a number is not visible, try to capture an 
image of a distinguishing feature (e.g. the colour of the boots being worn).  

 
When giving an opinion that an offence has not been committed in the 

penalty area, try to be discrete in the non-verbal communication to 
the referee, i.e. avoid public grass-cutting signals. This means that if the 
referee has additional information or sees a secondary offence, there will 
be no suggestion of contradictory decisions from the two match officials.  

 
     Simon Parbury writing in The Chiltern Referee.  



The Warbler                                                                The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society 

19 

Adie’s Carving Wild Mango, Umbilo, Thermal Ash and Turkey 
 
Our last Saturday in the Leagues was very much decimated 
and, for me, very frustrating, 24 games postponed for vari-
ous reasons. I am the first to admit that as the majority were 
down to Covid infections and risks, I would never wish teams 
and Referees to put themselves at risk. Frustrating for me on 
two accounts, this was to be my first game back in the mid-
dle, admittedly with a heavily strapped ankle and I had gone 
to great lengths to achieve 100% cover of both Leagues. I 
would like to thank all those Match Officials who contacted 
me after my appeal and offered their services. I was as 
pleased as punch to have such a response especially as we 
were no less than 12 Referees short that day, well done and thank you every-
body for your support. 
 
As I write this article some 5 days before Christmas I trust everybody is or was 
prepared although we are still a little in the dark as to what will happen. Will we 
get a circuit-breaker lockdown? Will we see a major lockdown in the New Year? 
Who knows, but I will keep you all informed as best as I can. As Diane is retired 
it gave her the opportunity to decorate the property early. We have ended up 
with loads of decorations (Diane simply loves Christmas) and she always goes 
over the top with presents for the boys. Diane really epitomises the spirit of giv-
ing at this seasonal time. 
 
Currently the plan is to have the boys, Graham’s fiancé and an old mate of mine 
for Christmas dinner (so long as Boris lets us). My culinary skills will be brought 
to the fore, this may sound strange to some but as Diane cooked so many 
Christmas dinners in the past it is now my responsibility. The dishwasher will be 
a godsend as I used to spend a lot of time washing in the past. Talking of this 
yesterday I cooked up the honey-roast hams for the boys (one of their demands 
every year) plus a few other things so it was a larger wash than normal. Instruct-
ing Diane not to open the dishwasher door as it would be on for a while, what did 
she do? You guessed it, open the door and got a face full!! Not that I laughed 
(much)!! 
 
As I am owed so much holiday I took the two weeks off before Christmas to get 
on with my wood-working projects. Spoon holders for friends and family made 
from cherry that a mate gave me, and lidded bowls made from wild mango (very 
sustainable) and that wonderful timber Umbilo. I think Umbilo is one of my fa-
vourites as it not only has a good grain but has truly spectacular colours. Other 
than Thermal Ash I think it is one of the better ones to machine as well. I am now 
using carbide tipped tools which really make light work of the harder timbers. 
Diane thinks it’s her turn for projects so has stated giving me suggestions (sorry, 
instructional demands) for what she wants. 
 
On a final note, I still have at least a dozen flowers on my fuchsia outside the  
dining-room window! 
 
Stay Safe         
 
Adie 
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2022 
10th January  Society Meeting    Steve Worsley  
 
7th February  Society Meeting    Jim De Rennes  
 
7th March   Society AGM  
 
4th April   Society Meeting   David Crick    
 
9th May    Society Meeting   

FA Cup 2nd Round Proper 
Saturday 4th December 2021 
Portsmouth FC vs Harrogate Town FC 
AR2: Andy Bennett 
   
Surrey County Senior Cup 
Tuesday 21st December 2021 
Sutton Utd FC vs Sheerwater FC 
Ref: Andy Bennett 
AR1: Derrick Laing 
 
 EFL League One 
Saturday 11th December 2021 
Oxford Utd vs Wigan Athletic 
AR2: Andy Bennett 
 
Saturday 1st January 2022 
Charlton Athletic FC vs Wycombe Wanderers FC 
4th Official: Andy Bennett 
 
FA Trophy 
18th December 2021 
Slough v Eastbourne 
4th Official  ; Derrick Laing  
 
Surrey County Intermediate Cup  
Lightwater vs AFC Holloway 
Hambledon vs Staines Lammas 
Referee  :Dan Skilton  
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In the Bleak Mid Winter 
 

Thanks to a succession of mild winters, one problem that many new referees 
have yet to encounter when judging whether or not a pitch surface is playable, is 
that posed by a covering of snow. 
 
There can be no sure guide given on paper as to what may, or may not, be a 
playable snow covered surface. It is vitally important, however, that the referee 
forms his opinion unaided by helpful hints from club officials or players of either 
side. 
 
Sad to say that sometimes one team has an ulterior motive for wanting, or not 
wanting, the game to go ahead. Subtle indeed are the suggestions made to you 
to, "Call it off, ref," or, "We have played on far worse than this." 
 
Arrive earlier than usual so that your deliberations are not subjected to this kind 
of pressure. One tip is to take a ball onto the pitch and kick it about to see what 
happens. Does it take on the dimensions of a giant snowball as the snow sticks 
to it? Does it require a hefty hoof to move it at all? And what are conditions like 
underfoot? Does the snow cover a frozen layer of (often rutted) soil, or does it 
yield to the proverbial stud? 
 
Run about, with and without the ball. Do you feel well-balanced and capable of a 
sprint without falling whistle over spare watch? 
 
Try a sudden change of direction. If you don't feel happy on your own, can you 
cope with the mobility that being a referee demands during the game? 
 
The fact that a pitch is snow covered should not automatically rule out play. If in 
your opinion the game can proceed without the conditions endangering the play-
ers, or the play degenerating into a farce, the next obvious step is to see that all 
the pitch markings are exposed. 
 
Most players and club officials of both teams will set to with a will if your request 
is made in the proper manner. I have no objection to the referee joining in -1 
have done it myself and I think it is good P.R. 
 
Ultimately, a referee has to be guided by his own experience and instinct. Since 
this article is aimed primarily at the new referee, instinct should play a part in 
forming an opinion. 
 
Most officials have played football at some level or other. If in doubt, the answer 
to the question, "If I was a player today, what would I think of a referee who 
asked me to play on this surface?" should help you come to a sensible decision. 
One final tip, if you decide to sanction play. Should the conditions subsequently 
prove dangerous to the players, or play become farcical, do have the courage to 
call for an abandonment. 
 
A player may suffer a serious injury, and we all know that that can happen in per-
fect playing conditions. But guess who will get the blame?  
 
Colin Clarke witting in The Second Referee’s Digest 1994 
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A Goalkeepers Control of the Ball  
 

Some years ago, I had a surprise phone call from the producer of Match of the 
Day. He had read my column criticising the BBC’s use of controversial decisions 
made in those days to publicise Match of the Day. You know the sort of thing, 
‘Five controversial decisions in today’s Premier League. Watch them on Match of 
the Day tonight’. My point was that when these decisions were shown, there 
were no one with a good enough knowledge of the Laws of the Game to discus 
them, I suggested a referee or ex-referee.  
 
Apparently, they had discussed my article at their Monday meeting and decided 
to ask Keith Hackett, who was head of the PGMO at that time, to come up with 
something, separate from the programme, to explain the relevant Laws. Keith 
told me some time later that he had never been approached.  
 
What reminded me of this, was the controversy at the Leicester v Aston Villa 
game shown recently on Match of the Day 2. No referee was called in to give an 
opinion but presenter Mark Chapman said that they had contacted the IFAB for 
their views and Mark was waiving a copy of the Laws of the Game in his hand, 
so at least some movement had been made. The book was open at the page 
where it outlined what constituted the goalkeepers control of the ball with his 
hands.  
 
This is important of course, because the Law says a goalkeeper may not be 
challenged while he has control of the ball with his hands.  
This is described as ‘the ball between the hands or between the hands and any 
surface (e.g. ground. own body} or by touching it with any part of his hands or 
arms except if the ball rebounds from the goalkeeper or the goalkeeper makes a 
save *holding the ball in the outstretched hand *bouncing he ball n the ground or 
throwing it in the air’. 
 
Leicester’s goalkeeper, Kasper Schmeichel, did make a save, knocking the ball 
down with his right hand and then firmly holding it down on the ground with his 
outstretched left hand. I completely agree with Michael Oliver’s decision, 
prompted by the VAR, that it was against the Law for the attacker to kick the ball. 
But also I have sympathy with Mark Chapman. He was told by IFAB that the part 
I have put in italics should be read separately from the last two sentences which 
have asterisks, but if you look at the wording in the Law, you will see there is no 
full stop. A typographical error no doubt, but it doesn’t help the understanding of 
the Law.   
 
Personally I wonder if the mention of the ball rebounding and of making a save is 

not only confusing but also unnecessary. If the ball has 
rebounded surely it is no longer under his control and if 
he has made a save, either he still has the ball, which 
means he can’t be challenged or he has knocked it 
away in which case it’s no longer under his control.   
 
Let’s hope the IFAB will review this for next season’s 
changes to the Laws of the Game, so even TV present-
ers will understand it easily.   
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Willy the ‘Red Card’ Ref  

To award the best decision 

You must be in the best position 

But the most difficult decision and for this there is nowhere to hide 

Is when you blow that whistle and award an offside 

In a good position for a promising attack 

You must be up with play so there’s no looking back 

Ahead of the second last defender when the ball is played 

A blast of the whistle and an upright arm is displayed 

You are in no doubt your decision was right 

Your position gave the perfect sight  

Surely no one will argue but it didn’t take long 

Three seconds later and players tell me I’m wrong 

It was an easy decision from where I stood 

But the offside law by players is not understood 

Of course from the bench the manager can see from fifty yards away 

In no uncertain terms he has to have his stay 

He tells me ‘I’m rubbish and I haven’t got a clue’  

I tell him to ‘Keep quiet, that’s enough from you’  

Now we all know the best place to be 

The perfect position for us to see 

Managers scream from the bench that I’m wrong with my decision 

But they can see everything from their position 

So maybe next game I’ll stand by the bench and not move 

Let’s see if the manager’s behaviour will improve 

So if the manager can see perfectly over seventy yards 

From the half way line I’ll show the cards 

So if the manager can see from the bench and that’s no mean feat 

Maybe I’ll join him and take the next seat  

I won’t have to run because the bench has the perfect view 

If I am unsure I’ll ask the manager because he’ll tell me what do! 

 

Take care and stay safe. 

 

Willy the Red Card Ref  
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Bad Language 
 

I’ve seen several articles on bad language and they always seem to end on a 
note of “does anyone have any answers?” Well, I certainly don’t, but I do have 
a point of view. I only recently qualified as a referee and have a handful of 
games under my belt. However, I have been associated with football for many 
years as a player and manager. 
 
To me, controlling bad language comes down to that well tried and well used 
phrase “common sense”. I realise that the Laws of the Game provide a solu-
tion, but in all honesty each situation is different and therefore requires a differ-
ent approach. My own guidelines really depend upon the type of crowd watch-
ing the game. If there are children on the touchline, then I make a point of tell-
ing both captains to watch their language. If the crowd consists of what I call 
the “Hello John” brigade, then I fail to see how bad language would upset them. 
It’s more likely that this type of crowd would swear more than the players. If I 
have warned the captains about swearing, then at the first incident I award an 
indirect free kick to the opposing team. I have tried this method twice so far and 
is has proved quite effective. Players soon realise that giving away free kicks 
for silly reasons could be detrimental to the score line. 
 
Swearing also needs to be categorised. I think it’s all dependent on the circum-
stances. The player who has just been kicked or has missed a sitter is unlikely 
to say, “Oh dear me, what a mistake” is he? Swearing at a volume that cannot 
be heard on the touchline is unlikely to cause offence. However, swearing at an 
opponent in an aggressive manner is likely to cause bad feeling in the game 
and the offender deserves to be sent off. As a player, I was never cautioned, 
but one referee did point out that a certain sentence I used not only defied the 
Laws of correct grammar but was also physically impossible. I appreciated his 
style and only hope mine is as good. Yes, we must curb foul and abusive lan-
guage, but we must judge the content and effect. If it offends an opponent or 
the crowd, then the law should be applied. If it harms nobody, then I feel it is 
better to ignore it. If these comments sound contradictory or inconsistent to the 
Laws, then all I can say is the famous quote, “He who is without sin, let him 
cast the first stone.” 

 
Paul Lacey  

Via Tony Murphy  

Pundit of the year: Rio Ferdinand, for arguing he should be Man United's  
sporting director in this exchange… 
 
Rio: "I see it the way I see, and I stand by that and I'm very comfortable and confi-
dent in saying what I have to say" 
 
Host: "Who would you bring in?" 
 
Rio: "I dunno". 
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AshTaxis 
  6 Seater Taxi 
Airports , Docks, Social Functions
  

           

    Competitive Prices 
   24 hours by appointment 
 
   Contact —Colin Barnett on 
   Tel.  01252 328957 
   Fax  01252 654811 
   Mob  07831 404 066 
   E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com  

Are you a new referee looking for advice or support or a more experienced refe-
ree wishing to discuss a point of law or a match incident ? Then your Society is 
here to help.  
 
Refereeing, particularly at grass roots can be a lonely experience and a friendly 
voice after a particularly difficult game can often be beneficial to ones mental be-
ing. 
 
You are welcome to contact the following members either by phone (at a reason-
able time) or by email if you have any concerns or even just want a word of en-
couragement.  
 
Andy Bennett    andy@euroboozer.co.uk    07538 714747  

Jonty Bolland    jonty.bolland@hotmail.co.uk  07818 202425 

Gareth Heighes (Training Officer)  garethheighes@btinternet.com 07707 118446  

Jackie Bisley  ( Welfare Officer)   jackiebisley@yahoo.com   07830 3147868 

Mac McBirnie   macmcbirnie@gmail.com  07770 643229  
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From whistles to watches, 

flags to record cards, shirts to 
socks, Carl’s got the lot. Help 
support the society and make 
sure you give Carl a call for all 

your refereeing needs   
 

 
 

Price List  
 

Score pads- £1.50 

Referee cards set- £1.50 

Referee cards- 50p each 

Pump- £3.50 

Pressure gage- £3.50 

Pump needle- £1.50 

Lanyards - £3 

Flags- £4.50 

Woking RA Polo Shirt - £12 

Woking RA Hoodie - £18 

Surrey FA badge- £4 

Referee socks- £2.50 

Various Donated Nike Referee Kit and Training Gear   
(make me an offer)  

 

aheather942@aol.com   07903 845694  
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Indian Hills  and Few Old Groans 

♦ Neil Diamond used to go by Neil Coal before he was famous. But then the 
pressure got to him. 

 
♦ I think the girl at the Airlines check-in just threatened me. She looked me 

dead in the eye and said, “Window or aisle?” I laughed in her face and re-
plied, “Window or you’ll what?” 

 
♦ Aren’t animals amazing. I just passed a hospital and there was a sign say-

ing ‘Guard dogs operate at this hospital’ 
 
♦ I've decided that I'll give up making puns during the Christmas period. I'm 

sure yule be glad to hear that. 
 
♦ A wise man once said to me... "Sir, get off the stage. You're ruining the 

nativity for the other parents." 
 
♦ My Dad gave me some sound advice on his death bed, "Son" he said 

"never use a sub woofer." 
 
♦ The First Rule of Condescending Club is kinda complex and I don’t think 

you’d understand it even if I explained it to you. 
 
♦ I'm starting a group for highly intelligent dyslexic people with a high Q.I. 
 
♦ I went through a phase of wanting to be in a pantomime. But its behind 

me now. 
 
♦ I couldn't believe it when the boat sank on my Egyptian holiday. I was in 

denial... 
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The following was sent to me by Paul Gorringe. It would appear that with the 
shortage of referees 3rd party “agents” are profiting from the situation. The follow-
ing was sent out by London FA. I've not heard of this happening in Surrey.  
  
Joint County FA Statement - 3rd Party Referee Appointing 
 
Dear Referee, 
  
I hope you’re well and your seasons are going well, as we head into (for some) 
the Christmas period/break. 
  
London FA and the Amateur FA have prepared a statement regarding Third 
Party Appointing of Referees as allegations have been made against a few refe-
rees across the area (London, Greater London and the borders) about referees 
profiting from supplying referees to clubs and also overcharging referees. We as 
a County FA are advising that any referee appointment you gain, you should find 
out the amount from the club/team/league that you’re officiating and confirm that 
it is as of their competition rules to ensure that the club aren’t getting over-
charged and you’re unknowingly assisting in that process and that you also know 
for yourself, that you’re not being ripped off. 
  
If you’re unsure on who to contact within the club/team/league, please contact us 
at the County FA, myself, @Jamaal Horne and/or @Jordan Crichlow will be able 
to assist (if the competition is outside of London FA, you can still contact us, but 
you also have Daniel May at Middlesex FA and/or Daryl Ann at the Amateur FA 
who will point you in the right direction). 
  
Should you have any questions/concerns regarding the attached or above, do 
not hesitate to contact me. If you’re concerned that you know someone doing 
this, again, please do not hesitate to contact me, particularly during the referee 
shortage, we don’t want clubs or referees to suffer. 
  
Although, a bit of a sour note above, leaving you with a positive message, I hope 
you have a fantastic festive period and for those resting, have a great rest, those 
who are officiating, hopefully it rolls smoothly for you. Stay safe, and have a very 
happy, healthy and successful New Year! 
  
Best wishes 
 
Deryll David 
RDO London FA  

Quote of the Year: "If I had Hitler, Napoleon and this referee in front of me, 
and only two bullets, I would shoot the referee twice" - Russian manager Viktor 
Zubchenko.  
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Advice on the prevention of  
Stalking and Harassmentment  

 

Hamish Brown MBE 
 

Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector 
 

UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been 
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to: 

 
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject 

 
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com 

Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com 

Referees Wanted 
for the 

Farnham & District Sunday 
Veterans League 

 
 
 

If you are interested 
Please call 

 
Colin on 01252 328 953 

Or Linda on 01276 512 735 



WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE  
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 
www.TheFA.com 

Wembley Stadium, Wembley, London HA9 0WS 
0800 169 1863 

FA Refereeing Department  
 National Managers 
“name”@theFA.com 

Peter Elsworth ; Head of Senior Referee Development  

Surrey County Football Association  
www.surreyfa.com 
 
Referee Development Officer 

Meadowbank Football Ground, Mill Lane, Dorking  
Surrey, RH4 1DX     01372 384190 
 
Brent Pettit   Tel: 01372 387 094 
Email: Brent.Pettit@SurreyFA.com  

The Referees’ Association  
www.the-ra.org 
contact@the-ra.org 
Tel 024 7642 0360  

1c Bagshaw Close 
Ryton on Dunsmore 
Warwickshire 
CV8 3EX 

Surrey County Referees Association 
Honorary Secretary 

Brian Reader 01483 480651                                        
ramblingref@gmail.com 

Guildford & Woking Alliance League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911 
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk 

Surrey County Intermediate League 
(Western) Referees’ Secretary 

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911 
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk 

Suburban League  
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

 Dave Goater  
 dave.gosubrefs@outlook.com  

Combined Counties League 
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

Philip Nash 07951 415046 
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk 

Mid Week Isthmian Youth League 
Referee and Assistants Secretary  

Roger Wells 07723 304332  roger.wells99@outlook com  

Camberley & District Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

 Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m), 
 richard@harris-net.co.uk  

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Bob Dick 07803 007233  
bobmdick@btinternet..com 

Farnham & District Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Colin Barnett 01252 328953 
cbarnett5978184@aol.com 

Surrey Youth League 
Referees’ Secretary 
U16  - U18s   Stephen Brown           

referees@wsyl.org.uk 

 

mcfcfan@btinternet.com  

Surrey Primary League 
Referees Secretary 

Jake Walton / Tom Elliott 
referees@surreyprimaryleague.com 

Middlesex County FA 
Www.middlesexFA.com 
 
Hampshire County FA 
Www.hampshireFA.com 
 
Berks and Bucks County FA 
Www.berksandbucksFA.com 
 
London FA 
Www.londonFA.com 

Rectory Park, Ruislip Rd, Northolt, Middlesex UB5 5FA 
0208 515 1919 
 
Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way 
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF  01256 853000 
 
 
1,  Kimber Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1SG 
  Tel: 01235 558450 
 
11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sullivan Rd Fulham 
London SW6 3DU   0207 610 8360 

Surrey Premier County Football League  
Referees’ Secretary 

Geoff Knock  
geoff.knock@btinternet.com   




