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AGENDA
♦

7.15 Academy Meeting

♦

8.00 Chairman’s Welcome

♦

Guest Speaker - Pat Bakhuizen
“The Use of Arms”

♦

Society Business

♦

Problem Corner

♦

10.00 Close
Next Month’s Meeting
Monday 1st February 2016
The deadline for the February Warbler is
Tuesday 12th January 2016
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the
Society or it’s Committee
3

The Warbler

The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society

Hi everyone, I hope you and your Guests all enjoyed the Christmas Celebration
at Hoe Bridge and thank all involved for such a great evening, looking forward to
another in 2016 already.
I would like to wish you all a Happy and Prosperous 2016 and as I won’t be
around for the January Meeting, I look forward to seeing you all again next February.
We are now looking forward to the second half of the Season and I would like to
wish all you good luck in your Promotions and County Cup appointments.
Carry on whistling
Regards

Colin
Hon Chairman

4th January

Society Meeting

Pat Bakhuizen

1st February

Society Meeting

TBA

7th March

Society AGM - Andy Bennett Quiz Night

4th April

Society Meeting

TBA

9th May

Society Meeting

TBA

Accounts January 2016
2015/16 Membership
58 Full Members
7 Friends
1 Affiliated Member

General
Supplies
Belgium
Training Fund
Youth Fund
Total
4

£2,641.17
£146.00
£0.00
-£212.00
£113.50
£2,688.67
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In 2013, the National Referees Association in conjunction with the FA set out the
ideal criteria and standards for a successful Local Referees Association. The initiative, called Quest, (QUality Excellence STandard) consists of 3 stages namely
Bronze, Silver and Gold.
The criteria for the Bronze and Silver level is detailed later in this issue.. LRAs
can submit their application to the NRA where it is audited by an Independent
Verification Team.
As a society, Woking have submitted our application for the Bronze standard ,
reasonably confidant that we meet all the relevant criteria and with a little bit of
effort, no reason why we shouldn't be able to apply for the Silver standard in the
near future.
Last month I published membership figures for Surrey RAs (Woking has the largest membership at the moment) but looking across the country there are many
Societies which would appear to be in dire straits with numbers in single figures.
One reason is that no one is willing to take on the responsibility of chairman,
secretary etc, but another could be that they are not particularly well run and do
not provide an environment which is welcoming or where new (and old) referees
can enjoy like minded company, exchange experiences and learn their craft.
Refereeing at local level, which is were we all start out, is a lonely affair and the
support and encouragement a good Society can bring is invaluable.
When I joined Woking RA in the mid nineties, meetings were very formal affairs
with a “top table” long drawn out “officers reports” with all remarks “through the
chair” before the Guest speaker was finally allowed to do his or her presentation.
Then Peter Guest took the Chair and with his Committee turned the Society
meeting on its head. Gone was the top table, the Guest Speaker started the
meeting, and the majority of Society business was conducted at Committee
Meetings and officers reports printed in the Warbler. Vince then introduced the
pre-meeting “Academy” for new referees’ . All of which have helped make Woking one of the Counties top LRAs.
By applying for the Quest Standards it will ensure we keep our eye on the ball,
so to speak, and become the place for referees to encourage more referees to
join the RA.
Our guest speaker this month is none other than our own Pat Bakhuizen who will
be speaking about the “use of arms”. I’m presuming he is not talking about the
“Fire” variety as per the American Constitution “Right to Bear Arms”, which a
Brazilian referee resorted to recently (see page 11).
Mind you I can see no reason why all folk shouldn't be able to wear long sleeves
if they want too. When I was “lining” on the Suburban some years ago there was
always the occasional referee who insisted we all wore the same length sleeves.
Tough, as for years I only had long sleeves on my one and only top. Assistant
Refs don't have the advantage of being able to keep moving and can often remain in one spot for a length of time, usually on the half way line in one sided
games. I feel its vital to keep warm in order to maintain concentration, so they
should be allowed to wear as many layers as required and leave the “bare arms”
to the man in the middle.
May I wish you all a very happy and prosperous New Year

Mac
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Society Christmas Dinner 7th December 2015
Hoe Bridge Golf Centre
43 members and guests enjoyed a festive start to Christmas at the annual Christmas Dinner at the Hoe Bridge Golf Centre. The evening was a great success with
excellent food and convivial company and the addition of an entertaining table
quiz, and the usual Christmas Grand Raffle.
Congratulations and our thanks must go to Martin Read for once more organising
a terrific event. They seem to get better each year.
I have included below a few letters from members expressing their thanks to Martin. Mac
Gentleman
Please pass on my sincere thanks for inviting me to your annual festive dinner
to all at Woking Referees
I thoroughly enjoyed the evening and the staff at Hoebridge need recognition
as my salmon was excellent .I apologise for partially cleaning up in the raffle
but hope my gestures were not misinterpreted
Once again thank you for inviting me and I wish you all a very merry Christmas
and a whistle blowing New Year
Kind regards
Richard Adams (Meadow Sports)
Had a very good evening; good food and good entertainment
Glenn
Dear Martin,
Many thanks again for all the hard work you put in to organising last night's
meal. Gill & I both thought it was the best meal we have ever had at Hoebridge.
The quiz was much appreciated too, even if I may be a little biased as our table
won.
Best wishes,
Brian.
Fantastic
Great night everyone. ; thoroughly enjoyable evening.
Merry Christmas to all
Vince
Excellent, another very successful year.
Well done and thank you to Martin for all his hard work and to Mac, Jacko and
Tom for the contribution to making the raffle happen
And finally thank you to all the committee for their continued support of a wonderful society
Merry Christmas and hope you all have a great start to 2016
Kindest Regards
Pat
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A message from Barry
Firstly may I wish you all a happy, successful and healthy 2016. I hope you all
had a good Christmas and Santa was kind to you and your families.
Those of you that attended the Christmas meal had a really good evening, excellent food, and good company. The evening was really entertaining, and competitive the table quiz was challenging and informative and was created by Martin, who was judge and guardian of the answers (however, some tables had
their own interpretation of the rules). This was followed by the Raffle With many
wonderful prizes. One person won more than 1 prize and generously gave
away some of his prizes to other people who had not won ( what a gentleman).
The evening finished with a game of Heads or Tails and raise money to tip the
staff.
On a personal note I would to thank all of you that ask me about my wife and
sent their best wishes it was appreciated.
I look forward to seeing you all in January.
Barry.

A group of referees in their 40s discussed where they should meet for a reunion lunch. It was agreed that they would meet at Wetherspons because the
waitresses were attractive and wore miniskirts.
Ten years later, at age 50, they again discussed where to meet for the reunion
lunch. They agreed again that it would be Wetherspoons as the food was good
and the beer selection excellent.
Another 10 years later, at age 60, again they discussed where to meet and
agreed that Wetherspoons was good as there was plenty of parking and it was
good value for money.
At age 70 they again discussed where to go and decided on Wetherspoons as
it was wheelchair friendly and had a disabled toilet.
Another ten years passed, they are all in their 80s by now, and again where to
have the reunion lunch was discussed.They finally agreed that Wetherspoons
it would be as they hadn't been there before!
Awful Christmas cracker jokes (thanks to Brian and Martin)
What do you drain your sprouts in at Christmas?
An Advent colander.
What happened to the man who stole an Advent calendar?
He got 24 days!
What do you call a little lobster who won't share his Christmas presents?
Shell-fish.
What did Father Christmas say to Mrs Christmas when he drew back
the curtains on Christmas Day
“Looks like Rain Dear”
7
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SCRA DELEGATES’ MEETING 30.11.2015
Vince had intended to be there as a board member, but unfortunately was ill.
Prime points discussed:
1. Yet another reminder received from SCFA that there is NO EXTRA TIME
in County Cups this season – if scores are level after 90 minutes, matches
go straight to licks from the penalty mark. All Societies asked to pass this
on to their members
2. All Societies should have reported their views on the RA 3-year development strategy by 20/11/15 to SCRA by 20/11/2015. Few had. Reminder
issued.
3. Correspondence from HO received by Secretary is forwarded to all Societies. Recent topics:
♦
RA Office to be closed 5/12/15 to 4/1/15
♦
Request for information to go in RA Directory
♦
Insurance
4. Very negative feedback from all other societies about the office closure.
5. Lack of understanding of the relationship with Sports Officials Consultancy,
especially from those not present at RA-FA event at end of October (to be
fair, there had been no advance intimation that there would be a presentation on SOC at the RA-FA event).
6. Question asked “who is SE representative on RA-FA Youth Council?” Answer - not known..
7. Brian Fish said he would be going to County RA liaison meeting at Redditch on 10/1/16. No dissent.
8. One County RA had achieved QUEST bronze status, though the literature
only indicates QUEST is for Local Societies. I suggested SCRA ought to
be considering applying, but it would first have to update its rules (last revised 2004?). Not received with any great enthusiasm, but I agreed to attempt to draft any necessary rule changes.
Summary: A very negative meeting.

Brian.
12.12.15
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•

MATCHES
29

•

RED CARDS
7

•

YELLOW CARDS
90

Personal information
Year of birth
1985
County FA
West Riding FA
Southampton v West Bromwich Albion, 27
First Premier League Match
April 2013
Profile
Robert Madley made his debut as a referee in the Barclays Premier League
when he took charge of Southampton’s encounter with West Bromwich Albion
in April 2013, after plying his trade in the Football League for four seasons as
a National list official.
The West Yorkshire-based referee began officiating in 2002 and worked his
way up to the Football League and professional cup competitions in the
2009/10 campaign, making his debut in the middle when Northampton Town
took on Fleetwood Town in the FA Cup in November 2009.
Madley oversaw matches predominantly in League One and League Two in
the following two campaigns, but his first task of refereeing a top-flight team
came when Everton hosted non-league Tamworth in the FA Cup.
In the 2012/13 season, Madley was regularly the man in the middle for
matches in the Championship, as well as a selection of lower league, League
Cup and FA Cup ties, and he made his top-flight debut at St Mary’s Stadium.
Subsequently, he has earned a spot in the Select Group of Premier League
officials from the 2013/14 Barclays Premier League season.
Madley was in charge of the first and second leg of the 2014/15 FA Youth
Cup Final between Chelsea and Manchester City.
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Referee and player positioning for the kick-off
Laws of the Game guide the referee to take up a position just outside the centre
circle in the kicker's half, at A as shown.
Increasingly I am seeing players -particularly the left-winger, who is out of the
referee's vision, getting well into the opponents' half before the ball is played.
What about standing even wider at position B?

That way the view into the centre circle is maintained so that any irregularity
can be spotted and, with the wider view, better surveillance of all the relevant
players can be made.
Invariably, having been 'played forward' the ball is passed back to midfield - often with a view to firing it to the left winger who was already stealing a march on
the opposition when the start was made!
When the ball is played, the referee still has time to move to a new position anticipating the next phase of play.
Law 8 tells us about a kick-off:
♦
All players must be in their own half of the FoP with all the opponents at
least 9.15 metres distant
♦
The ball is played forward
Too frequently, we see the player about to receive the ball standing a metre into
the opponents' half, even at FIFA level. Why do referees tolerate this? In practical terms, it is no disadvantage or inconvenience to the team taking the kick-off
to abide by the laws. It is yet another way in which sloppy refereeing is contributing to a breakdown of law and order. Tolerate that and the players will expect
many other infractions of the law to be allowed. Why not stamp some authority
on the game from the start?

The Letter and the Spirit of the Law
Picture the scene: a lower division non-League ground. 30 minutes to play with
the score at 2-2. Home team has an attacking throw-in on the left, midway into
the opponents' half with a replacement ball. Reason: the ball was kicked out
over the stand behind the thrower.
As the throw is being taken, some helpful soul kicks the old ball back over the
stand and it lands in the penalty area behind the referee's back - he is watching
the throw. What happens next? By now, technically, the ball is in play when the
referee realised there are now two balls on the FoP.
10
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He correctly whistled to stop play. What next? He demanded a contested dropball restart no more than 5 yards from in front of where the throw was taken from
despite the first and second balls now being inside the penalty area. Wise move,
you may well think; we don't want a contested drop-ball inside a penalty area big problem!
The attacking team are a bit miffed - one caution for disagreeing with the referee!
The defending team couldn't believe their luck, no longer facing an attacking
throw-in. Reading the situation, they might well have settled for an alternative
way of resuming the game. But what were the referee's options?
1.
Do as perhaps he did, strictly according to the Law, when he
became aware of the incident. He could not have been sure where the intruding ball was at the exact time the throw-in was taken.
As it happens, the throw-in was probably not actually completed when the old ball
came into the ground.
2.
Allow an uncontested drop-ball for the defending team to kick the ball back
out-of-play.
3.
Instruct a retake of the throw-in.
It is a matter of common sense application of law and natural justice. Which of
the three courses of action would best suit the situation - 1, 2 or 3?
Q. Incidentally, why did the referee do what he did?
A. Because the assessor two weeks previously had told him to do it!!!
Writing in The Chiltern Referee

(Depending on the time between the throw in being taken and the referee spotting the second ball on the FoP, my inclination would be to take the throw again
Ed)

Ref Goes for his Gun
Av shocking incident occurred over the weekend in the city of Brumadinho, according to The Telegraph. The referee, Gabriel Murta, was allegedly assaulted
by members of visiting team Amantes de Bola before he went and got his gun.
Murta, who reportedly works as a police officer during the day, claims to have
been kicked and slapped by the Amantes manager and his substitutes after they
demanded a red card for a player on Brumadinho. Murta reacted to the attack by
going to the locker rooms and returning with a gun, according to The Mirror.
When confronted, Murta wasted no time in pulling out the gun, keeping it down
and to his side, but visible for all involved to see. A fellow official restrained
Murta, who eventually returned to the locker room and put away his gun.
Brazilian referees' association commissioner Giuliano Bozzano told The Mirror in
an article published on Tuesday that Murta will undergo a psychological assessment before facing a potential suspension or lifetime ban.
"What’s happened is obviously not a common occurrence and I don’t want to
rush into anything," Bozzano said.
Soccer referees have many means of maintaining control over a match, but going for a gun instead of a red card is definitely not one of them.
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'it's a North-South Divide but where are all the Southern Referees?
Last Sunday I was multi-tasking, not usually a feat associated with the male of
the species I must admit, but there I was reading the Sunday Times whilst flicking between the three live games on Sky TV, and alternating between the Rugby
World Cup semi-final and the United States F1 Grand Prix - exhausting work but
I am nothing if not determined. Elsewhere in Chezdace my Wife was cursing
(possibly at me) whilst carrying out the Sunday afternoon ironing chore - at least
I'm told it is a chore but one I have yet to take on despite my dedication to multitasking.
Returning to The Sunday Times after the exhausting work I have detailed above
I was reading through the previous day's football results, most particularly the
team sheets, Match Referees and their stated Counties. To my amazement
seemingly all the Referees were from Northern Counties- Tyne & Wear after
Tyne & Wear; County Durham after County Durham; Northumberland; South
Yorkshire; West Yorkshire and rarely a southern Referee getting a mention, so I
ask 'where are all the Southern Referees'?
I turned to the 2015/16 Premier League Handbook and there on page 494 I discovered the bitter truth. Of the 79 names on the National List of Referees just 20
are from southern Counties and not one name from either London or Middlesex.
But worse was to come, the list includes the Select group of Premier League
Referees and of the 17 names just one, Kevin Friend is from a southern county
and that assumes you count Leicestershire as a southern
County, but if you include occasional Premier Referees, Roger East (Wiltshire)
and Keith Stroud (Hampshire) the total increases to just 3. Again I have to ask
'where are all the southern Referees'?
There have rarely been Football League Referees with an address including a
London postcode, but our own Tony Ward, who served with distinction at the
highest level 1980- 1993 including the first season of the newly established Premier League, was registered with London FA and I can recall both Alf Bond (the
one-armed Referee) and Alfie Buksh had London postcode addresses but were
registered with Middlesex FA.
Whilst I can understand economic circumstances probably preclude young Referees from living close to central London, surely there must be many Referees living in the Home Counties who should be breaking through onto the Football
League. A further glance at the handbook reveals the 20 southern Referees include 5 from Surrey; 3 from Essex and 2 from my own county of Hertfordshire.
Indeed there is one Referee living on the Isle of Wight and the travel problems
associated with Ferries I can only guess at - getting to grounds is one thing but
getting back home?
However I can highlight one southern (well almost) Referee from Cambridgeshire
who recently infiltrated the north, I was there to attend the game and, if you will
forgive me a moment of name-dropping, it was Hartlepool versus the 'Mighty
Bees' of Barnet on Tuesday evening 20th October. Yes, dear reader, a 500 mile
midweek round trip although I must confess I took the wimps route - Grand Central train both ways and overnight accommodation in the Travelodge Hartlepool
Marina.
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The Referee was Kevin Wright, but chaperoned by northern Assistants from East
Yorkshire. Well done chaps for good solid performances and for Barnet the first
away point of the season at the seventh attempt.
So come on you Bees and come on you southern Referees and let's show these
northern lads what we can do!
Peter Dace writing in the Normidian November 2015
(Good to see Surrey are well represented ! Ed )

Triple Jeopardy and Time Wasting Injuries
After reading your article on the IFAB proposals of “triple jeopardy” and injured
players timewasting I wanted to respond.
The article said:
“Finally two more gripes. Firstly what has become of the IFAB proposals to end
the triple jeopardy of being sent off for denying an obvious goal scoring opportunity, conceding a penalty and receiving a one match suspension. Surely it is time
to suspend its operation where a penalty is awarded as this produces in return an
obvious goal scoring opportunity and the player can receive a simple yellow card
caution. The position is exacerbated when it is the goalkeeper who is sent off.
The situation outside the penalty is different because it does not so provide the
same opportunity.”
With regard to this what happens when a penalty is not scored? Where is the justice? If an attacker is fouled with an open goal how would a yellow card and no
goal from the resultant penalty be a fair outcome? At least with the status quo the
offender is sent off giving partial justice.
Additionally, I would also suggest that a player who DOGSO by deliberately handling the ball close to / on the goal line is yellow carded and a goal awarded to
the attacking team. Why should the attacking team have to face a goalkeeper
who could stop them getting the goal they were about to score previously? This
would cut out the red card and restore justice with a goal and a yellow card.
Secondly one of the most frustrating things in the game is where a player is
treated on the field and then goes to the touchline, is waived back and sprints
back onto the pitch.
Often, when winning, this is used as a ploy to waste time. Perhaps a rule could
be introduced of a mandatory two minutes waiting time on the touchline before
being able to return. Players and managers might then think again about going
down as if struck by a thunderbolt only to miraculously recover when they want to
return to the fray.
With regard to this I think this is a good idea. Additionally I would like to say when
the referee has awarded a free kick and the non-guilty player is injured the player
who commits the foul is asked to leave the FOP until the injured player is ready to
return or for two minutes, whichever the shorter period of time. This would prove
tricky for goalkeepers who foul players but they would have to be the exception to
the law.
Steve Wildgoose responding to an Editorial in the Normidian
13
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Coventry's Corner
WILL HE? WON'T HE?

On a hot Saturday afternoon and an extra-large pitch with a very slight incline, I
considered the game I was watching to be 'challenging'. I was assessing the
referee for 6-5. The visitors took the lead three times, but the hosts eventually
won.
The referee missed the first offside signal from both club assistants (5mins,
Qmins). The visitors 'keeper was penalised (38mins) for carrying the ball beyond
the box - he'd been pushing the boundary a number of times and an earlier word
on the matter would have been appropriate. The game restarted with an indirect
free kick -whoops! (Refer Law 12, Direct Free Kick, 10th bullet point).
Our man in black's signalling was akin to that of traffic policemen, with both arms
in use even when it wasn't advantage, but with the right arm dropped immediately an indirect kick was taken - contrary to Law 13 as we all know (don't we?).
There was an abundance of whistle use -why do so many officials appear to
overlook Referee Signals, Use of whistle, 5th/6th bullet points and subsequent
paragraph? Then there's Guidelines for Referees, Positioning with ball in play, so
basic yet so often ignored.
Finally there's my old favourite, barely a level 7/6/5 game without the issue
raised, Law 3 substitution procedure, 5th bullet point - before entering the FoP,
the substitute waits for the player he is replacing to leave the field. There is my
second favourite: walking into 'No Man's Land' with all the players behind you!!
One day, though there's no pleasure in it, I'll have to tell someone "I told you so"
But not quite finally - we have the upside to consider. Employing a high tolerance level, with advantage foremost, the Referee was clearly in control of the
match. His ongoing willingness to briefly clarify certain (correct) decisions, and to
acknowledge input from his assistants, was significant - the quiet word and/or
firm admonishment even more so. The fact that only two yellow cards were
raised (78mins, 90mins) was strength, not a weakness. The handshakes postmatch spoke volumes.
Following a delicious Carlsberg, I was leaving then did an about turn. At a table
where a number of players were gathered I said "Excuse me lads, what did you
think of the Referee?" "Great" said one, "Very good" another, "No bother" a third.
"He should have given us three penalties" said a fourth, to ribald laughter from
his team-mates.
I could be assessing him 5-4 next season.
Courtesy of the Chiltern Referee
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Murphy’s Meanderings
I heard an interesting story the other day concerning a young referee in his first
season.
He was refereeing a local match where a group of spectators had gathered by
one of the goals. The play was up the other end of the pitch when, following a
long clearance, it switched suddenly to the end where the spectators were. The
centre forward ran onto the ball and as the goalkeeper dived at his feet, shot past
him and the ball ended up in the net. The centre forward claimed a goal but the
goalkeeper appealed vehemently to the referee that it was going wide of the goal
but one of the spectators standing alongside the goal had deflected the ball in.
The referee was in a quandary because, not only was he some fifty yards away
from the incident, but as the goalkeeper had dived he had shielded the ball from
the referee's vision and the referee had not actually seen the ball go into the goal.
Unsure of what to do he saw a person standing in the crowd of spectators whom
he had seen at a referee's meeting and, assuming him to be a referee, asked him
if it was a goal or not. He was told it was a goal which he duly gave. When the
match ended he learnt the truth. The spectator was a member of the team who
had scored the goal and was not a referee at all. He had only been at the referee's meeting because he was thinking of taking a referee's course. The ball had
been deflected into the goal by a spectator. The moral of the story is quite simple.
Only give what you see and if you don't see it, don't give it.
An extremely boring Sunday league match was drifting to its conclusion with the
score one all. The winger received the ball and was brought down by an overzealous tackle by a tired full back. As they rolled off the pitch, both players lost
their tempers and tried to hit each other although it was more a brawl with flailing
arms and no player connected with a punch. As quickly as they started they
stopped realising the stupidity of their actions.
The referee, aware there were only a couple of minutes until the end of the game,
told both players as they got up that as far as he was concerned they were both
injured and would need to receive treatment until the end of the game thereby
taking no further part in the game. If they insisted on coming back on he would
send them off for fighting.
They both stayed off and the match ended without any further problems.
Was this a good common sense answer to a difficult problem or should the referee have taken disciplinary action? What would have happened if one player had
accepted the offer and one refused? What do you think?

Tony Murphy

“I want to help other clubs. I speak my mind and other chairman should too. In
fact, they can come and have lunch with me at Harrods, where I can serve them
with stags’ testicles form my Scottish estate, Balnagowan. We all need big balls
in this business”
Mohamed El Fayed (ex chairman Fulham)
15
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The Adventures of Willy ‘Red card’ Woodwork
The Whistling Referee
Part 45 – Wall to wall

Match:
League:
Referees mark so far:

Cockfosters Casuals –v- Reds Rovers
Division Three – Sunday Park League (North)
Ten out of ten…………. of course!

I awarded a direct free kick to Reds Rovers just outside the Cockfosters Casuals
penalty area. I paced ten steps from where the foul had been committed and
where the ball had been placed. I wanted to ensure the players in the ‘defensive’
wall were the required distance from the ball. The players knew not to argue with
me because I knew exactly the correct distance and if they did their usual comments of ‘Are you positive that’s ten yards ref? It seems more like twenty yards’.
Those were the comments that normally made me produce a yellow card.
So all seems well here. Players are in the correct position as is the ball and just
as I prepare to blow my whistle four Rovers players run forward and stand directly in front of the defending Casuals players. This inevitably led to players
pushing, holding and a few toes being trodden on. I blew my whistle hoping this
would all stop.
The facts were that the Rovers players could position themselves directly in front of the Rovers players and I politely informed them that if I
saw any contact I would award an indirect free kick to Cockfosters Casuals as
they were ‘impeding the progress of an opponent’. I was really pleased with myself to be able to quote the law to the players but the players felt I was making
the whole thing up as the players had no idea what ‘impedement’ actually was.
They spoke about obstruction and did not seem to understand ‘to impede an opponent’. They had no idea the word ‘obstruction’ was removed from the laws of
the game a number of years ago. In fairness to the players the dictionary shows
that impede means to obstruct but there we are.
Fortunately Rovers decided to take notice of my advice and decided they did not
require their players standing in front of the defending players. The kick was
taken and went ten yards over the cross bar.
Can the attacking team position themselves directly in front of the defensive
‘wall’?
Can a referee request the attacking players not to stand there and move?
Was our referee correct when he quoted the law?
What does to ‘impede’ a player actually mean? (Do you have the same dictionary
as Willie?)
Is to ‘impede’ an opponent a direct or indirect free kick?
Is ‘to impede’ a cautionable offence?
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Rovers continued to attack the Casuals goal but the Casuals defence were
resolute.
They had a great advantage in that all their defenders were tall and the Rovers
forwards were not.
Casuals continued to repel the Rovers attacks on goal and all the high crosses
into the penalty area were headed away with ease.
Suddenly Rovers concocted a solution to this problem. Yet another high cross
was kicked into the Casuals penalty area but this time rather than being met by
a Casuals tall defender one of the Rovers players jumped onto the back of a
team mate and towered above everyone else as they run forward and met the
ball with a powerful header that entered the goal. Rovers all immediately celebrated their goal and Casuals immediately wanted the goal disallowed.
This time I was unable to quote the law. I needed a moment and a copy of the
laws of the game to read and check! I knew no foul had been committed and
that there was no offside but what infringement had actually been committed?
If a player jumps on the back of an opponent, yes, an infringement has occurred
but I really could not think of any offence and duly allowed the goal. I suppose I
could have checked with the referee on the next pitch but that would have
shown the players that I was not sure even though in reality I was!
Luckily for me the next two times Rovers attempted this ‘jump on the back’ plan
the player fell off his team mates back and fell to the ground and they duly
abandoned this strategy.
Was our referee correct to award the goal?
If not, what offence had occurred and what would have been the re-start?
Should our ref have asked the ref on the next pitch for advice?
My advice is for all referees to award every decision clearly and with confidence.
It works for me!
It is always advisable to keep a copy of the ‘Laws of the game’ in your kit bag
for reference as I do…….it’s always good reading!
Willy Woodwork
Willy ‘Red card’ Woodwork…………the whistling referee.
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Pages from Yesteryear
The Warbler December 1996
Why do they always overlook the PERFECT REFEREE?
Dead easy, refereeing at top level, mate! Nothing to it! I'd have shown them
how it should be done if they'd chosen me for Euro 96 instead of some of the
blokes they did. I'll never understand why most of them get chosen for top
games. After all, this refereeing lark is so simple in my book, but they constantly
get it wrong.
Pairerto, the Italian, is a good referee, you say? He might be in Italy, mate, but
didn't he go soft on Gazza? Td have had him back in the dressing-room inside
ten minutes -Gazza, that is - but you could throw Pairerto in for good luck as
well! You know, he's such a poor referee in my opinion that I doubt if he'd be the
top-marked one in our local league. He 'd have to go some to be better than
me. I can't remember the last time one of our local clubs didn't say I was the
best they'd seen all season. Mind you, you'd expect that, with me being' so
good, wouldn't you?
Coming closer to home, that Elleray bloke makes me chuckle. Did you see
all those bookings in one match in Euro 96? Yeah, I call 'em "bookings," but you
can call 'em "cautions" if you really insist. Too much demand for doing things
dead right in refereeing, if you ask me. Let 'em get on with the game, I always
say.
What's that you say, if every referee did it straight by the book like Elleray does
there'd be an end to accusations of inconsistency? Well, you might be right in
theory, I suppose, but if I'd had the chance to do it my way Fd have sorted 'em
out, and without any bookings at all. How? Well, I'm just a brilliant referee, you
see. As I said, I find it dead easy! Elleray would learn a lot from me! 1 know
thousands of other referees wouldn't agree with me when I say that, but that's
their problem, not mine.
Dermot Gallagher, you mention? Well, they might have given him the Cup Final
last May, but that was an easy game in my opinion, and he might have been
chosen for lots of top competitions, like Euro 96, but he makes far more mistakes than I do. I admit that on a good day, he might only make a couple of
mistakes, but on your average day I reckon I don't make any. Even on a disaster-day for me, I'm still better than all of them clowns on FIFA!
Where do I do my reffing? Well, I am Class One, of course, and I ref on the local supply league, as they call it. But I know I'm a lot better than that.
Haven't I just told you how I'd sort 'em out if they put me on the FIFA List? I get
visits from them Assessor blokes from time to time but what can they teach
me? Nowt at all!
They're
idiots,
fogeys, completely out of touch with
good reffing like mine, ever}' last one of 'em. Lord knows where they find 'em!
Must have all been useless refs in their day, I reckon!
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What do I know about the Laws, you ask? Well I' m spot on, mate. No need for
me to read the Chart. What's that? They don't call it the Chart any more? Didn't
know that! I only ever read the Chart once, when I took the qualifying exam.
They told me Fd just scraped a pass, but 1 know they were all wrong. I must
have got 98% at least, if they'd been honest about it. Probably full marks! There's
always been somebody to do me down since 1 started refereeing. Can't think
why, though!
Look at it like this. I've been refFing about ten or eleven years. I've not sent a
player off for at least eight years. And only a handful of bookings in all that time.
Stuff what the so called Laws say! I'll tell you, mate, I don't need any Laws. You
just don't, if you're as brilliant a ref as I am. "Mr Perfect Control", that's me!
Join The RA? Come off it! They're not getting any money out of me. I'm underpaid as a ref, considering how good I am, so every pound 1 get is mine, not The
RA's. Besides, what could they teach me? More like 1 could teach them a bit
about good refereeing, I should think! And all that rubbish about being assaulted.
Ah well, I suppose I'll stay at this level of reffing forever. I know they've got it in
for me. I must have upset somebody somewhere along the way. Can't think why.
They just seem to promote the wrong refs year after year. Still, it's their loss if
they continue to overlook me.
To put it another way, Assessors, Referees' Secretaries, the County FA, The FA
itself, UEFA, FIFA, the whole lot of them - they're a set of plonkers who wouldn't
know a good referee if they saw one!
An attitude problem? No, mate, it's them not me who've got an attitude problem,
not me!!

Edgar Winder
The FOOTBALL REFEREE
The Referees' Association

Spotted by Tim Lawrence
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Adie and his Architrave
I’m writing this article in the middle of December as we have to get the information to the publishers before they have their Christmas break. Our weather has
been most unseasonal with very mild temperatures. According to the BBC website it is due to the El Nino weather phenomena and warm winds coming up from
the Azores. Either way, there are daffodils blooming in my garden and I still have
a couple of flowers left on the fuchsias.
On to football. This Saturday will see the final games of 2015 and all has been
going well. Now would be a good time to remind you that ALL cautions and dismissals must be noted (including the code) on your Match Reports to me. Only a
small minority seem to forget this but it is in everybody’s interests so that we can
gauge the clubs discipline. The fixture secretaries will be announcing the first
games of 2016 so ensure that you have notified your respective Ref Secs of your
availability. Once they are confirmed on the website I will be appointing the
match officials so keep your eyes open for announcements over the Christmas
break..
Last weekend saw a plethora of Red Cards. I really cannot explain why these
things happen in batches. I will get two or three Saturdays in a row when I receive few, if any reports of dismissals and then I get a multitude in one week! I
cannot blame it on the weather, they can’t all get out of bed the wrong side, may
be the players just save it up for one good blowout!
Almost there with the bedroom. I am having to design and manufacture my own
architrave for the attic doors. The house is so old the existing architrave is somewhat ornate so any modern type just will not look right (in my book). Diane has
bought me a drill press for Christmas. This has sat in the dining room in a big
box for around a month because it is too heavy and awkward to get it up the
stairs. I went into Wickes and purchased some timber and last weekend manufactured a sturdy stand for it and Diane suggested that I build the drill press and
install it, in her words, ‘to get that big lump out of my dining room1’. I hope she
was referring to the drill and not me!
Over the festive season I have a load of logs to cut up and split. Some of them
are rather ‘knotty’ so take a bit of effort to get them sized up. I have found that
drawing faces on them works a miracle. Bits go flying around the garden at a
phenomenal rate as the
axe thunders into a particularly awkward lump. I
usually get told off by
Diane as she has the idea
that the face I have drawn
looks like her mother –
perish the thought!!
A Prosperous New Year to
you all

Adie
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From whistles to watches,
flags to record cards, shirts
to socks , Gareth’s got the
lot in his big black bag
Help support the society and
make sure you give Gareth a call for all your refereeing
needs
07707 118446 garethheighes@btinternet.com

Referees Wanted
for the

Farnham & District Sunday
Veterans League

If you are interested
Please call
Colin on 01252 328 953
Or Linda on 01276 512 735
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QUEST (QUality Excellence Standard)
The principal objective of QUEST is to improve the function and quality of each
local Association. The scheme is inclusive and has been designed to allow all
local Associations to achieve QUEST Gold status over a period of time.
There are 3 levels of QUEST:
QUEST Bronze – Foundation level, basic for all local Associations – foundation
level. (RA award)
QUEST Silver – Intermediate level for local Associations that wish to demonstrate that they are operating at a higher level and are moving towards the requirements for QUEST Gold. (RA Award)
QUEST Gold – Highest level for local Associations which have achieved excellence in all aspects of the QUEST programme.
Bronze
1. The local Association MUST have a fully developed constitution which the
members are fully aware of, and can demonstrate that the membership of the
local Association is given the opportunity to be pro-actively involved in all aspects of the local Association’s decision-making process e.g. participation in the
election of officers etc.
2. The local Association SHALL keep accurate and up-to-date records of all
Members on an electronic database to enable efficient communication and record retention.
3. The local Association SHALL have sufficient funds to enable the local Association to function efficiently for future years.
4. The local Association SHALL have its annual accounts verified and signed off
annually by an independent and competent person. (Note – means a person/s
appointed by the Members to verify the accounts)
5. The local Association SHALL submit their constitution (following the National
Model) as part of the evidence which SHALL cover the executive management,
annual fees, local rules and regulations regarding their membership – and
SHALL have been in existence for at least 1 year.
6. The local Association SHALL produce minutes of their business and are encouraged to disseminate minutes to its Members.

Q. Why does Ed Milliband like Advent calendars?
A. He gets to open the door to No 10.
I told my grandad to go to Amazon for his Christmas shopping. He phoned me
two days later from Brazil.
Q. Why were Jeremy Clarkson's colleagues excited to try his mulled wine?
A. Because they'd been floored by his punch
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Silver
In addition to satisfying all requirements of QUEST Bronze:
1. The local Association should provide a basic mentoring programme together
with match day advice given by FA trained Coaches or Mentors.
2. The local Association is encouraged to attract a YOUTH (under 25) representation on the Executive committee.
3. The local Association SHALL construct a training plan and have a proactive
approach to training and must be able to demonstrate a clear partnership with
the CFA and their RDO.
4. The mentor officer SHALL be able to provide pro-active support to all Members and be a voice of re-assurance.
5. At least one training session per season SHALL be conducted by a YOUTH
Member
6. The mentor officer SHALL have a proactive relationship with the CFA RDO.
7. The ongoing and general development of the local Association should consider the evolving formats of football such as 9 v 9 and other aspects of football
within the local area.
8. The local Association should encourage participation in fitness programmes/
sessions developed by the CFA.
9. The local Association SHALL work proactively with the RA Head Office and
any other stakeholders e.g. CFA, to achieve efficient delivery of administration
compliance – documentation must be completed on time and in full – this
SHALL include remote data access of Head Office data base.
10. The local Association must be able to demonstrate that monies received
from Members are processed to Head Office by the 25th of each month. (Failure
to comply would evoke an automatic suspension of the application process and/
or accreditation. QUEST Accreditation could be removed immediately – with the
local association having to provide a recovery plan within 7 days from being notified).
11. The local Association must have the facility to communicate fully with key
stakeholders by electronic means.
12. Working with the local leagues is critical to the overall development of an Association’s Members and the local Association must be able to demonstrate a
positive working relationship with local league/s and be able to demonstrate effective mentoring for newly qualified referees when officiating in the league/s.
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My refereeing career started on a casual basis, running the line for my son’s
youth team. Then on my 40th birthday I received the basic referee’s course and
started to do it properly! Bitten by the bug, I went for promotion and I am now a
level 5 referee, regularly officiating on the Surrey County Intermediate League,
Ryman Youth and Surrey Youth Leagues.
I joined Woking RA in 2010 after a little gentle persuasion from my course tutor,
Vince Penfold, and soon after joined the committee and then quickly became
secretary for the society – a role I enjoy. I also get a kick out of being a county
mentor. I have assisted many new referee courses and became a level 1 (t) tutor
in September 2015.
I am married to my wife, Sally, and my son, Conor is
now 17 years old. In the little spare time I have when
I’m not refereeing, I spend it cheering on my wife
when she’s competing with her horse.
My subject for my talk is “The Use of Arms”

Pat

SCFA Senior Cup. Knaphill v Ashford Town.
Referee : Tom Ellsmore
SCFA Senior Cup. Godalming v Tooting & Mitcham.
Assistant Referee : Tom Ellsmore
F.A. Academy
Chelsea u16 v West Ham u16
Referee : Paul Gorringe
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95 Sutton Avenue
St Johns, Woking
Surrey GU21 8UL
01483 385776
07780 684416
michaelgeorgelawrence@hotmail.com

Advice on the prevention of
Stalking and Harassmentment
Hamish Brown MBE
Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector
UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to:
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com
Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com
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Is the Premier League good for English Football ?
! suppose it all depends what each of us want from English football or, maybe,
how we would like to see English football develop. You will probably agree with
me that the fact the Premier League is so competitive, that it is great to get up
into it but, parachute payments notwithstanding, it is terrible to be relegated out
of it, and for the top clubs to remain in situ they are absolutely bound to carry on
recruiting from 'abroad1 rather than from any home countries, meaning that the
money chase will be permanent, and teams labelled ENGLAND will continue to
be made up of just a few 'stars1 plus others whose regular first team place in any
Premier League team cannot be guaranteed. We have all had plenty of time now
to not just 'spot the trends1 but to also see the likely future. Do you see any other
Premier Clubs, other than the Manchester pair and two, possibly three London
Clubs, being Champions for the foreseeable future ? (How about Leicester? Ed )
For how long will the North East carry on with its massive support for its Clubs,
Newcastle being outstanding in that respect, before the penny drops, and they
realise that top of the League is (almost) a closed shop ? I could describe myself
as a long-suffering Wolves supporter, being there throughout what were their
'glory years', being fortunate enough to watch them win 3 different knockout trophies at Wembley,* but just look at west Midlands in general, noting that Villa,
West Brom, Brum and now Wolves are ALL looking for someone to buy their
Club. Football fanatics need not apply, unless of course they are also multi millionaires.
Do.you honestly see any of those 4 clubs able to'rattle.the cages of the 4 or 5
clubs already mentioned ?
The die is well and truly cast. Not that the 'select 4' are all that great, various
clubs on the mainland of Europe, for a variety of reasons, appear to have taken
stock of their own assets, worked out exactly what it is that those 4 clubs do and,
sure enough, we are now finding it more difficult to 'get past the group stage' in
the Competition that really matters (Champions League) and we are in dire danger of losing our right to a fourth entry.
Slippery slope indeed. Bear in mind that the 4 clubs each have a foreign gentleman at the helm, so yet another way in which OUR English football is suffering.
Yet here we are, 'qualifying1 so very well, but mostly against nations we only
used to play in 'exhibition matches', and we all know (don’t we ?) that as soon as
we come up against a decent team it will be 'excuses all round' again.
There is something to be said for a tight quota for the number of native born
players in any Premier League squad or even team, but the Clubs won't wear it
and the F.A. are very unlikely to support it? and certainly would not force it.
All of which leaves anyone coveting the title of England Team Manager as some
sort of hero, or slightly 'disturbed'.
You have to be 'getting on a bit”to have a clear memory of our England triumph in
'66, those of us able to remember the Argentina and Portugal games, Sir Alf's
conviction that "We shall win the World Cup", and then that glorious Final, are
privileged indeed, but we need to make the most of the memory, it is the only
one we'll ever get.
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Classes here now
FOR ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS
MALE AND FEMALE
OF ALL AGES

HAVE FUN
GETTING FIT
For Details

Contact Gareth Price on
07735067158
Winston Churchill School
Every Tuesday at 19.00 - 20.00 hrs

Ash Taxis
6 Seater Taxi
Airports , Docks, Social Functions

Competitive Prices
24 hours by appointment
Contact —Colin Barnett on
Tel.
01252 328957
Fax
01252 654811
Mob 07831 404 066
E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com
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What Would You Do?
(answers to December issue)
Q1. In an attack in Blues goal area, you see the ball strike the arm of a player, but
are not sure who handled and from which side. The ball then drops to a Red
player who immediately scores. What do you do?
A1. You cannot guess, so you must award the goal.
Q2. You award a direct free kick to Reds and a striker plays the ball into the penalty area. The Blue defenders rush out to catch a Red player offside. But he then
steps behind the goal line and off the FoP. You award a goal which is hotly disputed by Blue defenders. What would you do?
A2. It is not an offence for a player who is in an offside position to step off the FoP
to show the referee that he is not involved in active play. So it is fine for him to
step off the FoP without the referee's permission.
Q3. In sweltering heat the sprinklers are turned on at half time - but cover only half
of the pitch. It means the home side will have a double advantage: their attackers
playing on a fast surface, and their defenders operating on a slow one. The away
team are furious and demand action. What would you do?
A3. If possible, stop the watering. Play the second half, advising both teams the
matter will be reported to the authorities.
Q 4. In the 90th min a pacey young winger nutmegs a veteran defender, who
groans and collapses apparently unconscious. Fearing for his health the winger
stops running towards goal and kicks the ball towards the touchline, only for the
defender to make a miraculous recovery. You suspect foul play. What would you
do?
A4. The winger means well but should play to the whistle. You should not just drop
your suspicion about the defender's behaviour. Speak to the manager and tell him
you will be reporting the apparent feigned collapse.
Q5. The home team's captain is tired and wants to come off. So when he sees his
manager replacing someone else with his final change he's furious. He tells his
colleague to stay on the FoP, and walks off himself, shaking hands with the substitute as he goes. Uproar! What would you do?
A5. It is up to the club to decide the substitution. If they cannot agree who is going
off, inform the manager and the captain that you will abandon the game and report
them. That should focus minds!
Q 6. Following a challenge for the ball a Blue defender is upset with your decision
not to penalise or award a free kick to the Blues. The ball remains in play with
Reds attacking. The Blue player, within the FoP, spits at you, the referee. What do
you do?
A6. Award an indirect free kick where the incident occurred. Show the Blue player
a red card.
Q7. A goal is scored by Reds. Before you restart play you realise that there was
an extra person on the FoP who happens to be a named substitute of the team
who conceded the goal. What would you do?
A7. Award a goal. The referee must allow the goal if the extra person was a
player, substitute or team official associated with the team that conceded the goal"
Courtesy of the Chiltern Referee
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What Would You Do?
Question 1
You award a penalty kick to Blues and signal for the kick to be taken. The kicker
strikes the ball, and then you hear the ball burst and it goes well wide of the goal
post over the goal line. What would you do?
Question 2
It is a physical game. With the ball in play a Blue defender within his own penalty
area strikes a colleague. You have not seen any associated incident. What
would you do?
Question 3.
The ball goes over the goal-line and you award a goal kick. A Blue defender
takes the kick and with a tremendous kick scores directly into his opponents
goal from the goal kick. What would you do?
Question 4.
A Red striker and the Blue keeper sprint for a loose 50:50 ball bouncing in the
goal area. At the last moment, the striker decides to duck out of the challenge
and stops dead. But the keeper's momentum makes a collision inevitable. The
keeper clears the ball then sends the striker flying. What would you do?
Question 5.
A Red player, after dribbling past three Blue defenders, is through on goal. But
he is brought down by the three Blue defenders all tackling at the same moment.
Clearly they have denied the Red player a goal-scoring opportunity. What would
you do?
Question 6.
A free kick allows the Red attacking side to cross an aerial ball into the Blue goal
area. A Blue defender leaps to try and clear the cross, but the ball clearly strikes
his outstretched arm. However, you have noticed that his eyes were closed during the incident. What would you do?
Question 7.
You are in your first season as a referee. It's the last game of the season - a
draw means both sides will stay up. Players from both sides were running down
the clock to ensure a drawn game. The ball comes to you, and you instinctively
kick it, but it spins away and ends up going in the goal. What would you do?
((Ed. Questions 1-3 were taken from the National RA Quiz final
2015, thanks to Colin Morris. Questions 4-5 were taken from "You
Are The Ref" by Keith Hackett and Paul Trevillion.)

Courtesy of the Chiltern Referee
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WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
www.TheFA.com

Wembley Stadium PO Box 1966
London SW1P 9EQ

FA Refereeing Department
National Managers
“name”@theFA.com

Ian Blanchard ; Senior National Game Referee Manager
Roger Vaughan ; Recruitment, Retention & Development
Neale Barry ; Head of Senior Referee Development

Surrey County Football Association
www.surreyfa.com

Connaught House 36 Bridge Street Leatherhead,
Surrey, KT22 8BZ
01372 373543

Referee Development Officer

Tim Lawrence 01372 373543

The Referees’ Association
www.the-ra.org
ra@footballreferee.org
Tel 024 7642 0360

1b Bagshaw Close
Ryton on Dunsmore
Warwickshire
CV8 3EX

Surrey County Referees Association
Honorary Secretary

Surreyra@hotmail.com
Brian Fish 01483 420007 fishbaak@yahoo.co.uk

Guildford & Woking Alliance League
Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Surrey County Intermediate League
(Western) Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Suburban League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Tony King
tkingsfl@yahoo.co.uk

Combined Counties League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Philip Nash 07951 415046
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk

Southern Youth League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Peter Harris 01252315856 / 07967 988840
Peter.harris1767ntlworld.com

Camberley & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m),
richard@harris-net.co.uk

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Bob Dick 01483 300155
bobmdick@btinternet..com

Farnham & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Colin Barnett 01252 328953
cbarnett5978184@aol.com

Surrey Elite Intermediate Football
League
Referees’ Secretary

Richard Brum 07956 185602
richard.brum@sky.com

Surrey Youth League
Referees’ Secretary

www.wsyl.org.uk
Alan Wiggins 01932 789376 alan.wiggins@wsyl.org.uk

Surrey Primary League
Referees Secretary

Scott Kelly
referees@surreyprimaryleague.com

Middlesex County FA
Www.middlesexFA.com

39/41 Roxborough Rd Harrow,
Middlesex, HA1 1NS 0208 424 8524

Hampshire County FA
Www.hampshireFA.com

Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF 01256 853000

Berks and Bucks County FA
Www.berksandbucksFA.com

First Floor, Stratton Court, Kimber Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1BZ Tel: 01235 544890

London FA
Www.londonFA.com

11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sulivan Rd Fulham
London SW6 3DU 0870 774 3010

