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Meadow Sports Football Club
Loop Rd Playing Fields, Loop Rd, Kingfield, Woking
Surrey GU22 9BQ

AGENDA


7.15 Academy Meeting



8.00 Chairman’s Welcome



Guest Speaker
Martin Atkinson
Premier League & Elite FIFA Referee
87th Annual General Meeting 2014












Apologies for Absence
Minutes of 86th Annual General Meeting
Matters Arising
Annual Reports
Rule Amendment
Subscriptions for 2015/16
Re-election of Officers & Committee
Committee Vacancies
Any Other Business
10pm close

The deadline for the April edition is
Friday 27th March 2015
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the
Society or it’s Committee
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Congratulation to all of our members who have been given a County
Cup Final, you all deserve the honour the whole of our membership are
really proud of you all. I will try to attend as many of your games as I
can to support you, and I hope many of your colleague will also come
and support you.
As I forecast we have had some of the dreaded white stuff and games
are being cancelled left, right and centre! Let’s hope the weather improves quickly.
Those of us who attended the February meeting were treated with an
excellent presentation on Body Language and coaching methods by
Lee Cable. Lee is one of our members who has had a glittering Career
in Refereeing, He started refereeing after being trained at Woking, during he’s career Lee had gone to the heady heights of the Premier
league. The presentation included clips and photo’s of top referees in
action and focussed on their Body language, I am sure that many of us
will take on board the advice given to us by Lee.
Our Guest speaker for March is another top
name Martin Atkinson Premier League Referee.
I hope we can have a Full House.

This will be followed by the AGM. I look forward
to seeing you all.
Barry

Accounts March 2015

Membership

General

61
5
2

Supplies
Belgium
Training Fund
Youth Fund

Full Members
Friends
Affiliate

Total
4

£2,566.59
£146.40
£0.00
£70.00
£113.50
£2,896.49
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Year of Birth
County FA
First Premier League
Match
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1971
West Riding
20th April 20054 Manchester City v Birmingham City

Martin Atkinson began his professional refereeing career at just 16 years of age
and has risen through the ranks to become one of the most well respected officials in the Premier League.

After starting in local leagues, he advanced to the Football League’s list of assistant referees in 1998. Promotions quickly followed and he was refereeing Conference matches by 2002.
Atkinson had been an assistant referee in the Premier League between 2000 and
2003, but his first taste of refereeing in the top flight came when he was in the
middle for Manchester City’s clash with Birmingham City in 2005.
He has been a permanent fixture in the Premier League ever since and, after refereeing the 2006 FA Community Shield and 2008 FA Trophy Final, his most notable moment in English football came when he took charge of the 2011 FA Cup
Final between Manchester City and Stoke City.
Atkinson has been a FIFA-listed official since 2006 and is one of three Select
Group referees who is an Elite FIFA referee. He has also refereed Champions
League matches as well as at Euro 2012, where he teamed up with fellow Select
Group referee Howard Webb.
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Minutes of 86th Annual General Meeting of
Woking Referees’ Society
The AGM commenced at 21:15hrs.
Apologies for Absence:
Brian Reader
Nick Arbuckle
Ken Chivers
Review of the 85th AGM Minutes:
The minutes were proposed by Dave Lawton and seconded by Paul Saunders.
Officers Reports:
Chairman:
Barry Rowland said his first year as Chairman had been a pleasure and an honour and if Woking RA were a football team, it would Premier League.
Barry spent time giving special mentions to the things that make the society so
great, namely the venue at Meadow Sports, our list of guest speakers, the premeeting Academy, the fitness sessions, the social calendar, the Warbler and
the honest, open, educational and entertaining debate.
He gave thanks to all officers and Committee Members of the Society for their
help and support to him in his first year and closed by saying that the Society
has a very bright future.
Secretary:
Pat Bakhuizen addressed the members and informed everyone that the average attendance at Society meetings was 29; this was up three members on the
previous year. This figure has been boosted by the success of the Basic Referees’ Course run by Woking RA on behalf of Surrey FA.
Vince and Barry were acknowledged for their hard work on the above courses
and also Tom Ellsmore for his continued rise through the Surrey Development
Group.

Pat explained that the Society has had to be a little more frugal on their Guest
Speaker policy this year but that we are also awaiting confirmation of other top
names for the remainder of the year, along with Lucy May who has already confirmed her availability for next month’s Society meeting.
Finally it was noted that the format of the evening whereby we have the first half
with a Guest Speaker (Charles Breakspear on this particular evening) and the
second half as the AGM encourages more attendees and a generally more
“interesting” evening. Charles was also thanked for his entertaining and interactive talk and for staying to attend our AGM.
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Membership & Accounts:
Bryan Jackson opened his section by referring all members to the latest addition
of the Warbler for our Year End accounts. Overview is a profit this year of
£587.49 against a loss from last year. This trend is cyclical i.e. one year a profit,
one year a loss due to the purchase of stamps for the Warbler, yearly in advance.
The accounts were proposed by Bryan Jackson and seconded by Ken Chivers.
Ken Chivers was also thanked by Bryan for his continued hard work regarding
our accounts and it was acknowledged that he has saved us many hundreds of
pounds over the years due to him completing this work for free. All members
showed their appreciation of this fact.
Membership numbers are down from 68 full members to 64 with five friend and
two affiliate members.
Bryan reminded everyone that he still has to chase people to renew their yearly
memberships and that this is now up for renewal.
This section was closed by Bryan reminding everyone that we continue to have a
well-run and healthy Society.
Training:
Vince informed the members that Woking Society has helped run three Basic
Referees’ Courses this year, with attendance being 26, 26 & 25 respectively. The
venue used was Byfleet Village FC and this has been very well-received by all
attendees of the courses.

Summer courses will continue to be held at Meadow Sports and Richard was
thanked for his support of this.
Vince reminded everyone that Woking RA are the first choice for the Surrey FA
when it comes to running the Basic Referees’ Courses which is a great acknowledgement of our Society.
From all the newly-qualified referees, we are still struggling to attract new members to Woking Society. Vince urged the members if they have any ideas as to
how we can develop this then to let him know ASAP as we need to capture even
a small number of these new referees’.
Vince expressed his thanks to fellow members who help run the courses with
him, namely Barry Rowland. Also, Dave Lawton & Pat Bakhuizen have joined the
team and will be involved with the Basic Referees Course moving forward.
Finally, Gareth Heighes will be attending the National FA Training Course at St.
Georges Park, Burton upon Trent this year to add to our skill base as a Society
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Rule Amendments:
The only rule amendment proposed this year was:
Rule 5.6. Increase the LVP from five to seven
There were two objections from the members; the first from Dave Cooper
(current LVP) and the second from Roy Butler (proposed LVP by the Committee).
Mr Cooper observed that he felt by raising the number from five to seven, this
would demean the title and role of LVP and that he would be opposing the proposed rule amendment.
Mr Butler then took the floor to object to the proposal with the same reasons as
Mr Cooper.
Bryan Jackson responded by explaining the timeline for previous LVP nominations and said that originally there was no limit at all for the number of LVP roles;
this position is and always has been tightly regulated and each and every nominee for the position has been deemed worthy of this role by the Committee. He
urged the room to accept the rule amendment on behalf of the Committee.
Bryan then reminded the room of all current LVPs’ within the society and gave a
brief pen-picture of each person whilst the votes were counted and verified.
From the floor, Vince Penfold asked (via the Chair) why Mr Cooper felt the increase in numbers demeaned the position of LVP when the people who were being nominated for the role were worthy and would increase our standing as a Society.
Dave Lawton also commented (via the Chair) that the process is about recognising worthy members, not the actual number of LVPs’.
These comments were noted and accepted by the Chairman.
Voting Results:
For = 24
Against = 1
Abstentions = 2
Spoilt Paper = 1

Motion carried as a result of the above voting process.
Subscriptions:
Bryan Jackson reminded all members present that there would shortly be an
email sent to everyone reminding them that memberships are again up for renewal as of the 1st April 2014.
There will be no increase to subscriptions this year.
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Chairman’s Thanks:
Barry Rowland thanked everyone present for their attendance and also the Committee for their hard work, especially Pat Bakhuizen and Bryan Jackson for their
contribution on the night itself.
.
Barry then introduced our outgoing President Peter Guest to the members who
gave a speech to the room.
Peter thanked the Chairman and Committee and commented on the solid foundations we have as a Society. He said he is leaving the Society in a stronger position than when he joined it and his leaving is down to personal relocation within
the UK – he still hopes to attend the occasional meeting and will stay in touch
with many current members.
He also wanted to record a vote of thanks to our Patron Pam Wells who after 10
years in the role has requested she stand down from the role. Peter read a letter
to the room from Pam who thanked everyone in the Society for their support.
It is to be noted on record that Pam has given unwavering support to Woking RA
and has also contributed to our yearly Xmas event by providing the excellent buffet.
Peter asked the room if his final act as President could be the writing of a letter
to Pam on behalf of us all to thank her for all her support and efforts – the room
was in full agreement of this.
Finally, Peter then welcomed our new President Vince Penfold to the floor and
Vince gave a short speech on the honour of being asked to become President
and how he would give total, 100% support to the Society.

Election of Officers & Committee:
The current Chairman was happy to stand again in the role and this was proposed by Dave Lawton and seconded by Gareth Heighes
All other Committee Member nominations were carried.
Also, Paul Saunders joined the Committee as Committee Member – this was
proposed by Andy Bennett and seconded by Dave Lawton.
A.O.B:
LVP roles were offered to Roy Butler and Peter Guest; both were delighted to
accept the role.
Close:
The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 21:55hrs.
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End of Year Accounts 2014
The Society Accounts have been independently examined and continue to
show that the society is in a healthy financial position.
The committee have also confirmed that there will be no need to propose a
subscription increase for 2015/2016, which will still need ratification by members at the AGM.
To summarise, you will see that the profit for 2014 was £258.91 compared with
the profit made in 2013 of £587.49.
For information there was a loss in 2012 of £324.76.
The differences between 2013 and 2014 are easily visible in the accounts, but
to pick some out:

Warbler costs - where in 2014 we purchased sufficient stamps not
only for 2015, at a discount of nearly 4p per stamp

Website costs - in 2013 included 3 years hosting and a further 9 years
ownership of the 'wokingreferees.co.uk' name.

Profit from supplies - this figure dropped as the committee decided to
‘write off’ the cost of the remaining stock of society ties as there had
been little movement in stock numbers for 3 years.
Membership numbers at 31st December 2014 were
60 Full Members
5 Friends
2 Affiliate members

A decrease of 4 members
If anyone has any questions please email me and I will answer and provide
that answer to all members and at the AGM.
Finally, my thanks again to Ken Chivers for his prompt turnaround of the accounts.
Bryan Jackson
Hon Treasurer / Membership Secretary
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WOKING SOCIETY of REFEREES ASSOCIATION
Balance Sheet
As at 31 December 2014

2014
£
Current Assets
Cash at Bank
Cash in hand
Stock

2,962.24
11.50
154.90
----------3,128.64

Current Liabilities
Reserves & Accruals

470.00
------------

2013
£

1,994.72
50.31
417.70
----------2,462.73

63.00
----------

Net Assets

£ 2,658.64

=========

========

=======

2,399.73

1,812.24

Capital Account
Opening balance b/f
Excess/)Deficit) Income for the year

258.91

-----------Closing balance c/f

£ 2,658.64

===============

=======

£ 2.399.73

587.49

-----------£ 2,399.73
=======

I have examined the records, books and vouchers of the Society and, in my opinion, they
show a true and fair reflection of the assets and liabilities of the Society as at 31 December
2014 and the Income and Expenditure Account show a true and fair reflection of the income
received and expenditure paid throughout the year ended 31 December 2014

................................................................
K J Chivers – Certifying Accountant

11

The Warbler

The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society

WOKING SOCIETY of REFEREES ASSOCIATION
Income and Expenditure Account
For the year ended 31 December 2014

2014
£
Income
Subscriptions
Profit from supply sales
Donations
Profit from raffles
Dinner Profit/(Loss)
Cup Final ticket profit

Expenditure
Warbler
RA & SCRA Subscriptions
Donation for use of Hall
Donations
Stationery & Postage
Speaker expenses
Web site

Excess/(Deficit) Income over Expenditure for the year
============================================

.........................................................................
B Jackson
Hon. Treasurer
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2013
£

1,998.00
43.39
166.00
307.71
(25.00)
28.00
----------2,518.10

2,160.00
225.92
222.00
282.62
85.00
0.00
---------2,975.54

709.48
931.00
100.00
100.00
6.95
411.76
0.00
-----------2,259.19
------------

423.21
1,219.00
100.00
50.00
6.35
372.16
217.33
----------2,388.05
-----------

£ 258.91
======

£ 587.49
======
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WOKING SOCIETY of REFEREES ASSOCIATION
Notes to the Accounts
Year ended 31 December 2014

2014
£
Supplies
Sales

Cost of Sales (stock adjusted)

Profit for year
===========

345.00

427.66

301.61
--------

201.74
--------

£ 43.39
======

Accruals
Subscriptions
Training fund

0.00
470.00
------£ 470.00
=====

Warbler
Cost of printing & distribution
Less
Advertising Revenue received

Net Cost to Society

63.00
0.00
-------£ 63.00
=====

673.21

225.00
---------

250.00
--------

100.00
0.00
-------£ 100.00
======
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£ 225.92
====

934.48

£ 709.48
=====

Donations
Woking Hospice
RA Benevolent Fund

2013
£

£ 423.21
=======

0.00
50.00
-------£ 50.00
=====
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Barry Rowland
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From whistles to watches,
flags to record cards, shirts
to socks , Gareth’s got the
lot in his big black bag
Help support the society and
make sure you give Gareth a
call for all your refereeing needs:
garethheighes@btinternet.com
07707 118446

Referees Wanted
for the

Farnham & District Sunday
Veterans League

If you are interested
Please call
Colin on 01252 328 953
Or Linda on 01276 512 735
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The following was received from Cedge Gregory, one of the longest serving
members of the Woking Referees’ Society.
The Committee thanks Cedge for his generous contribution to The Society’s
Funds

Groans
Due to the current economic crisis, Greece is cancelling all production of
humus and Taramasalata. It's a double dip recession.
…………………………………...
A dwarf goes to a very good but very busy doctor and asks "I know you
are busy but do you treat dwarves?"
The doctor replies "Yes, but you will have to be a little patient".
…………………………………….
Two women called at my door and asked what bread I ate. When I said
white, they gave me a lecture on the benefits of brown bread for 30
minutes.
I think they were those Hovis Witnesses.
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Woking RA & Refereeing as a focus
2014 – 2015 has been a difficult and emotional rollercoaster of a season!
It started with me failing my promotion to level 5 in March, mainly due to my
level of fitness. Being a member of the society at Woking I spoke to a few
people for their advice, and obviously the response was to get fitter and try
again. I was good enough but just not fit enough.
I had been feeling tired for quite a while, and this failure in what I love doing
had left me feeling down. I was still feeling a bit off colour a few weeks later, so
I went to the doctors. After a series of tests, I was diagnosed with a second
bout of testicular cancer, which put things back into perspective! I even considered stepping down from my place in the society committee and having a
rest from refereeing.
However after much deliberation and conversations with my wife Sally, and my
friends in the society, I chose to use both the society and refereeing as my focus to beat the cancer. So I reapplied for promotion and continued putting effort into my role as secretary at the society. I had an operation to remove the
infected part of my body and after a week or two of recuperation; I had 18 sessions of radiotherapy. I had to scale my refereeing back and only do Saturdays
to give my body time to heal after each session, but with the support of the referee’s secretary of the league I was able to do, I got the games I needed towards my promotion.
I became more focused on getting some great guest speakers for the society
evenings and hopefully I have achieved this. I have lost a bit of weight, mainly
due to the illness and not being able to drink alcohol, so I took this as a positive. The sicker I have felt the more help I have needed from my friends in the
society, and this in turn has made me more determined to achieve my promotion to level 5 and to make the society stronger. At a recent meeting at Surrey
FA, we were told we were the bench mark society that all other societies
should be modelling themselves on; this was not my doing but made me feel
proud that we were carrying on what had been put in place by previous committees.
I am glad to say that I am on course to achieve my promotion and I am now
over my treatment (although a couple of bits lighter!). I’m feeling better and
more energised, thanks to the support of Sally, Frimley park hospital, members
of the society especially Vince Penfold, Andy Bennett, Gareth Heighes and
Dave Lawton. I am proud to be a member of such a brilliant and supportive
society. Thanks also to Adie Freeman for his understanding and cooperation,
and finally thank you to refereeing for getting me through a tough point in my
life.
Thanks

Pat
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The Adventures of Willy ‘Red card’ Woodwork
Whistling Referee
Part 38 – The ‘insisting’ Assistant
Match:
Cockfosters Casuals –v- Reds Rovers
League:
Division Three – Sunday Park League (North)
Venue:
Hackney Marshes – Pitch 165
Today’s assistants: Oh dear!
Any good referee and can I say what a good referee I am, will wish for two neutral assistants who will assist you on the day. Sadly for me today I had two club
assistants. One who hardly moved from the half way line and was constantly
making calls on his mobile and the other who waved his flag even for corners in
the other half. I am sure the plane flying overhead almost landed due to the
erratic waving.
Over the years when I have acted on many matches in the capacity as a assistant referee I have often witnessed a challenge that in my opinion if I were the
referee then I would have blown my whistle because I had observed a unfair
challenge. But the simple ‘secret’ here is before any waving of the flag the assistant should always look at the referee first.
The following needs to be taken into account before the assistant makes any
decisions 
Firstly is the referee in a creditable position?

Are they for example within ten to fifteen yards from the incident?

Did the referee have an unobstructed view of the incident?

Does the referee maybe shout ‘Good challenge’ or maybe gesture to the
players to play on?

Did the assistant have a better view than the referee?
Taking these points into consideration the last thing the referee wants is the assistant waving their flag for a free kick when in the opinion of the referee the
challenge just witnessed was a completely fair challenge. If the assistant does
signal for a free kick then this would be a perfect example of the assistant who
‘insisted’ rather than ‘assisted’. Remember the referee is there to referee and
the assistant referee is there to assist the referee.
I’m sure that all makes
sense.
This all leads nicely to what happened next. Two opposing players run to challenge for a loose ball. They arrived at the ball almost simultaneously and the
ball run loose towards the Casuals goal keeper. He shouted over to the assistant ‘Can I pick it up’? Which the assistant replied ‘Yes’.
Naturally at the time I was unaware of this and on watching the ball being
picked up by the goal keeper I blew my whistle because in my opinion the ball
had last been played by the Casuals defender. All the players seemed to be
looking at each other as no one seemed to understand as to why I had blown
my whistle. They were all puzzled to say the very least.
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I informed the goal keeper that I had awarded an indirect free kick against him as
he had received the ball direct from one of his team mates and picked up the
ball.
‘But the lino said it was okay. He told me I can’. The goalie replied.
I looked
over to the ‘lino’ who once again was on his mobile. He told the person at the
other end to ‘hang on a moment’.
I walked over to my ‘assistant’ and told him
once again to turn his phone off and put it away. I knew this was to no avail. I
asked him if he had told the goal keeper if he could pick the ball up and my assistant just smirked and said ‘Yes, what’s the problem?’ I shook my head and told
my assistant to concentrate and just signal if the ball goes out of play and not to
give any instructions to any players. My assistant smirked again, said ‘Okay’
and then carried on with his phone call. Better to have two assistants rather
than one if I had elected to relieve the assistant of his duties.
Club assistants……..Oh dear!
What instructions do you give to the club assistants?
Ball in and out of play or can they signal for offside as well?
I always show them how to signal and to keep the signal until acknowledged by
me, do you do the same?
Always ensure your club assistants are briefed prior to the match. Not too much
detail but enough to show that they are part of your team. It is also good if you
bring them to the centre pre match to meet the captains and observe the coin
toss. If one of the ‘assistants’ are replaced (they are normally substitutes) then
also make sure the new assistant receives some instructions.
Keep waving the flag,

Willy Woodwork
Willy ‘Red card’ Woodwork…………the whistling referee.

Remember it could happen to you next week!

In the Press
IVE remarked before about the eagerness of professional football to go into full
Pray 4 Muamba mode on the flimsiest of pretexts. The Premier League never
misses an opportunity for vicarious grief. So I wasn't surprised to see Spurs
players all wearing black armbands the other night. Turned out they were a
mark of sympathy for team-mate Nacer Chadli, whose father has just died. Fair
enough. For a moment, I thought they were mourning Deirdre from Coronation
Street.
Martin Samuel writing in the Sunday Mail
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PAGES FROM YESTERYEAR - The Warbler May 1996
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

The following article was originally printed in the Dorking Society magazine, il.i
author being Chris Heaton-Hanis and will hopefully get you thinking!.
On Tuesday, 21st November, "The Sun" newspaper carried a couple of interesting pictures. Hidden amongst the quotes and photographs of Princess Diana and
Prince Charles there was a small article about a manager of a Sunday morning
football team.
The man concerned had two photographs of himself in the paper. One of him
urging his side to compete harder, the other of him throwing a piece of timber
when he, with many others, rioted at the Republic of Ireland international not so
long ago.
Why should this article be noteworthy? Well, for me it just goes to confirm the
sort of people that are running and playing for some football clubs nowadays. I
know that the majority of the players are decent law-abiding citizens, but what on
earth is it that turns one person in every fifteen into a monster when they get involved in a game of football and why on earth do we, as officials, sit back and
take what is dished out at us?
I recently refereed a Suburban League (Western Division) game. In the first half,
I cautioned two players for what we call "handbags" and what some would call
"adopting an aggressive attitude". At the very end of the first half, I had to send
off one of those players fir attempting to separate an opponent's shin from his
ankles, using only one pair of football boots (studs showing) and excessive force.
I was lucky, I was only a few yards away and so what could have turned quite
nasty was kept under control.
Two minutes or so later, the first half ended. As I and my neutral linesmen went
to our changing room, we found the player's trainer standing across our door. He
was simply there to intimidate us and so I asked him to move and we went in. As
I walked past him, he told me I was a pratt. That makes one easy report. After
the game, which his team lost, he was there again. You really did have to admire
his persistence. This time, along with a few choice words, he told me that I was
the best player for his opponents. He made sure that all the players in his team
could see and hear what he was doing. Again, another thing to report.
But reporting that is not the point. I went out there with my two linesmen and we
actually performed very well and we all had good games. To come off the pitch
and then basically be called a cheat by an unqualified club official, simply because you have done your job, I believe, just shows the malaise that has been
allowed to slip into the game of football. This man should have been lifting his
team's spirits, rollicking the bloke who got himself sent off for letting down his
team-mates and leading by good example. Instead, he was rude, crude and offensive.
I am sick and tired of watching games, be they on television or just down the
park where, if a team is doing badly of if the referee sends a player off, he then
becomes fair game for all those who wish to abuse him.

20

The Warbler

The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society

How many times do you see referees abuse players when they miss an open
goal or fall over the ball. But as a referee, all you have to do is put on your kit
and you become the person that everyone wants to have a go at. It really is not
surprising that so few young referees are coming through, because who in their
right mind would choose to try and referee two pub sides on a cold, wet Sunday
morning, where at least a small percentage of players are there just to bait the
referee?
To be quite honest, I think that enough is enough and we should start to try and
put pressure on the F.A. to make positive changes throughout football to make
the referees job that bit easier:

No club should be allowed to affiliate to a County FA unless it has decent,
separate changing facilities for officials

All leagues should have teamsheets and all players should have ID cards

The referee should have the power to caution/send off players as soon as
he arrives at a game ( I think he does! Ed)_

Fines for cautions and send offs should be doubled

All teams should have a designated manager who has been on an F.A. administered course,
that in, say two or three weeks, basically explains the Laws of the Game

No game should be allowed to start without two linesmen and if one team
fails to provide a club linesman, then that team should forfeit the game

Club markings of referees should stop. Marks should only be taken into account if given by an assessor. If this means that a referee only gets four
marks in a whole season then so be it - at least those marks will be a fair
representation of how he or she has performed and I
believe that this could improve consistency amongst referees. No longer
will some referees be tempted to be "extra fair" to try and get better marks
from clubs. Also, surely it is ridiculous for qualified referees to be marked by
unqualified and partisan club officials?

Times are changing within football. No matter what standard you referee at,
when you put on that kit, you might have amateur status, but you should
be treated like a professional: because that is the way most referees I know
go about their job — professionally.

A footballing story from the London Old Boys' game.
(With thanks to the AFA Argus)

The referee's whistle wouldn't work so he said he would shout 'stop' when there
was an infringement.
'What happens if the player keeps on running?' he was asked 'In that case,' said
the ref, 'I'll shout "stop you bastard",'
Fifteen minutes later a crowd of 200 had gathered, bemused at the sight of a
chap in the centre circle shouting 'stop you bastard' every 10 seconds.
From the November 1995 Warbler
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Adie’s Auto Mania
Our first real dusting of snow for a workday morning tried my patience today. I
don’t think I have ever had a car like this company VW Golf that collects so much
cr#p off the road. On my journey to and from Basingstoke I think I used half a litre of washer fluid on the back window. If anybody else has a car like this please
assure me that I am not alone. My own car is a Mondeo with a sports pack so
has a boot spoiler. When I used to drive up to Kettering to pick up my , now late,
friend I hardly had any muck on the back even in wet and snowy conditions!
On the subject of cars a mate of mine and I were reminiscing about the old days
when we first started our motoring. We were apprentices and didn’t earn much
money and this was reflected in our lifestyle. Steve had a 1600 Capri, ‘Skins’ had
a 13/60 Triumph Herald and yours truly had a Mk11 Cortina that I bought for
£400 (13 weeks wages in those days). A further 5 weeks money went on Insurance so, as engineers we performed our own servicing and repairs.
The standard service of points, plugs, oil and filters were child’s play for us and
pretty soon we advanced to more difficult projects. Leaf-springs and shock absorbers on both the Fords, brakes on all three and we got pretty good at exhausts as well. Steve got a good pay rise at the end of his apprenticeship and
bought an 1850 Dolomite. We had a fun afternoon and evening replacing the
gearbox – experiencing a collapsible prop shaft that wouldn’t.
We did become expert with Stromberg Carbs and when ‘Skins’ bought an Escort
Estate we decided that camping was a good idea.
We clubbed together and bought a frame tent plus twin-burner stove and we
were set.
First job was to find a campsite that was within staggering distance of a pub and
that that one would take all male parties. Can you imagine what would happen
now if they refused!!! We used ‘Skins’ Escort for the first trip and had a good
week in Charmouth.
My turn next. My Cortina was a rarity as it had a bench seat in the front and a
column gear shift. The boot was cavernous so loaded with crates of home brew
beer, tent and kit we set off. It was silly b#gger time so we all sat in the front with
our hats on back to front and a good time was had by all.
Sorry to reminisce like this and I feel sure that some of the Referees who are
older than me will have equally fond memories but that is what life is. Nowadays
I shudder at the thought of crawling under my car on a wet and cold evening and
when I lift the bonnet I’m afraid I don’t really want to touch it other than oil check
and top up the washer bottle!
Football wise all is going well in both Leagues. I could do with some more referees on the G&WAFL although I have 3 new ones on the books. Congratulations
to all the Match Officials who have been given County Cup Final appointments –
all well deserved.

Adie
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A few thoughts for you, Ref!
The following observations have been made during the early weeks of the current season by an experienced assessor. They are an amalgamation of thoughts based on what
was seen in several games. In all the games, the referee had the help of two neutral assistant referees.
If any of these questions applies to you, please give it some deep thought, it might just
make you a more effective referee as you seek to climb the promotion ladder.


When a goal kick is about to be taken, where do you think your best positioning
might be if you are going to see all that you need to see in midfield? Are you sensibly placed if you are somewhere inside the centre-circle? Might you stand wider
than that, perhaps somewhere out towards the touchline? Will you ever choose to
stand alongside the rearmost defender of the team defending the goal kick, and of
so, why? Do you use the early goal kicks in the game as a guide to help you judge
the likely landing-area of the ball after the goal kick? Why do some referees watch
the ball in flight instead of watching the players, who will surely 'tell' you by their
actions where the ball will come down?



What is so fascinating about the grass that you spend quite a lot of dead ball time
looking at it? Where might your eyes be more usefully trained at such times? Do
you ever try to make the occasional eye-contact with a player who has just infringed or looks likely to temporarily lose his composure?



Why does the penalty area become an apparent no-go zone during open play?
Have you made a conscious effort not to go in there? Has it never occurred to you
that, together, the two penalty areas make up nearly twenty percent of the total
playing area?



Do you ever rush your indication of a goal lick or a corner kick and then find
several protests coming your way as players shake their heads or smile to
each other? Has it not occurred to you that by waiting just a second or two when
you are not 100% certain whether it's a goal kick or a corner, the players might
often make the decision for you: their reactions and movements will often
tell what the right decision should be?



Do you think that those situations where you need to decide whether it was a
foul when boots and the ball come quickly together might be slightly different on a
wet, greasy playing surface than they are when it is very dry? Might you be just a
little hasty to decide on a foul at such times? Have you thought about waiting just
a second to see what the players' reactions are? If you did that, would the players
automatically think you have waited for an appeal before you made your decision?



How often do you make use of a controlled smile to help keep the situation free of
unpleasant reactions? Most players have a sense of humour, and they respect an
understanding referee, don't they?



Can you ever be seen showing a red card to a player who quietly uses unacceptable language to you after a controversial decision three-quarters of the way
through the game, when the opposition manager has spent all that time yelling,
foul-mouthed, about all sorts of things, so that everyone in the ground can hear it,
yet you have simply ignored it?

(This originally appeared in Benchmark, the magazine of the Sheffield & Hallamshire
RA, issued in November 2014 and spotted in the Chiltern Referee).
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SCRA DELEGATES’ MEETING 26.1.15
There had been a meeting called of all County RAs on 11th January, but for unknown reasons the SCRA Secretary Brian Fish had not been directly advised of
it, and he only learnt of it the day before by which time he had another commitment. So Surrey RA were unrepresented.
The Board has issued a report of the meeting, putting a very rosy glow on it.
However only 31 out of 47 County RAs were represented, so we’re wondering
how many others of the 16 missing RAs were not advised of the meeting.
Sessions included a recap on events of 2014 and plans for 2015, the question
of value for money in terms of member benefits, a presentation by the RA-FA
Youth Council, and changing the perception of the RA.
The final session was “Have Your Say” but the focus of this seems to have
been on a lot of comparatively trivial matters rather than the vitally important
ones of membership, recruitment and retention.
Because of low RA membership numbers some County FAs are derecognising County RAs by not allowing them seats on County FA committees:
thankfully we haven’t reached that position in Surrey.
We understand that the new office is just one room in business premises owned
by the husband of the office administrator, but the terms have not (as far as we
are aware) been disclosed. The new office is only manned 20 hours per week
and SCRA questions whether that is sufficient. But we understand the old office
was sold at a profit to put the RA nationally on a much sounder financial footing.
Despite the newsletter about the January meeting, SCRA is still concerned by
the general lack of communication from the Board – there were 13 newsletters
in 2013, but only 2 in the whole of2014.
Meanwhile, Surrey FA is still concerned about RA membership generally,
though Surrey’s figures are by no means the worst for loss of members.
SCFA will be holding preliminary talks in June with a company interested in possibly providing on-line learning for referees. This is still very much in its preliminary stages and no decisions have been taken nor are any further details
known at the present time

SCFA has written to one referee who had not been sending in disciplinary reports. This came to light after a club enquired the length of suspension for a
player who had been sent off.
All referees are reminded they MUST send in their reports, please!

Brian.
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Congratulations to the following members who have been awarded
Surrey County Cup Finals
Saturday Senior
Jon Creswick : Reserve Referee
Saturday Premier
Tom Ellesmore : 1st Assistant
Saturday Intermediate
Andy Bennett : 1st Assistant
Gareth Heighes : 2nd Assistant
Sunday Intermediate
Derrick Laing : Referee
Sunday Junior
Richard Hailstone : Assessor
Sunday Lower Junior
Dave Lawton : Assessor
Under 15s
Shawn Barclay : Referee
Under 12s
Callum Peters : Referee

U18's Youth Cup (Surrey) Semi Final
Frimley Green Select (SYL) -vAbbey Rangers Youth (U17)
Andrew Bennett, ; Referee
Tony Price: 1st Assistant

2nd March

Society Meeting - Martin Atkinson
AGM

13th April

Society Meeting - Ian Blanchard

11th May

Society Meeting - Stephen Green
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Classes here now

FOR ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS
MALE AND FEMALE
OF ALL AGES

HAVE FUN
GETTING FIT
For Details

Contact Gareth Price on
07735067158
Winston Churchill School
Every Tuesday at 19.00 - 20.00 hrs

Ash Taxis
6 Seater Taxi

Airports , Docks, Social Functions

Competitive Prices
24 hours by appointment
Contact —Colin Barnett on
Tel.
01252 328957
Fax
01252 654811
Mob 07831 404 066
E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com
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95 Sutton Avenue
St Johns, Woking
Surrey GU21 8UL
01483 385776
07780 684416
michaelgeorgelawrence@hotmail.com

Advice on the prevention of
Stalking and Harassmentment
Hamish Brown MBE
Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector
UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to:
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com
Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com
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Courtesy of the Chiltern Referee
29

The Warbler

The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society

Courtesy of the Chiltern Referee
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WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
www.TheFA.com

Wembley Stadium PO Box 1966
London SW1P 9EQ

FA Refereeing Department
National Managers
“name”@theFA.com

Ian Blanchard ; Senior National Game Referee Manager
Roger Vaughan ; Recruitment, Retention & Development
Neale Barry ; Head of Senior Referee Development

Surrey County Football Association
www.surreyfa.com

Connaught House 36 Bridge Street Leatherhead,
Surrey, KT22 8BZ
01372 373543

Appointments Secretary
Referee Development Officer

Rod Wood 0208 979 2477 & 07860 400995
Rod.wood@surreyfa.com
Tim Lawrence 01372 373543

The Referees’ Association
www.the-ra.org
ra@footballreferee.org
Tel 024 7642 0360

1b Bagshaw Close
Ryton on Dunsmore
Warwickshire
CV8 3EX

Surrey County Referees Association
Honorary Secretary

Surreyra@hotmail.com
Brian Fish 01483 420007 fishbaak@yahoo.co.uk

Guildford & Woking Alliance League
Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Surrey County Intermediate League
(Western) Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Suburban League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Tony King
tkingsfl@yahoo.co.uk

Combined Counties League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Philip Nash 07951 415046
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk

Southern Youth League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Peter Harris 01252315856 / 07967 988840
Peter.harris1767ntlworld.com

Camberley & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m),
richard@harris-net.co.uk

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Bob Dick 01483 300155
bobmdick@btinternet..com

Farnham & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Colin Barnett 01252 328953
cbarnett5978184@aol.com

Surrey Elite Intermediate Football League
Referees’ Secretary

Richard Brum 07956 185602
richard.brum@sky.com

Surrey Youth League
Referees’ Secretary

www.wsyl.org.uk
Alan Wiggins 01932 789376 alan.wiggins@wsyl.org.uk

Surrey Primary League
Referees Secretary

Martin Etheridge
etheridgemartin@aol.com

Middlesex County FA
Www.middlesexFA.com

39/41 Roxborough Rd Harrow,
Middlesex, HA1 1NS 0208 424 8524

Hampshire County FA
Www.hampshireFA.com

Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF 01256 853000

Berks and Bucks County FA
Www.berksandbucksFA.com

15a London Street, Farringdon
Oxfordshire, SN7 8AG 01367 242099

London FA
Www.londonFA.com

11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sulivan Rd Fulham
London SW6 3DU 0870 774 3010

