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Meadow Sports Football Club
Loop Rd Playing Fields, Loop Rd, Kingfield, Woking
Surrey GU22 9BQ

AGENDA
♦

8 pm Chairman’s Welcome

♦

Guest Speaker
Steve Worsley
“It Shouldn't Happen to a Ref”

♦

Raffle

♦

Woking Referees’ Society 91st AGM

♦

10pm Meeting Close
The next meeting will on 1st April
The deadline for April Warbler is
Friday 22nd March 2019
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the
Society or its’ Committee
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Hi Everyone
Welcome to the March addition of the Warbler
March not only holds the AGM, but also brings cup final appointments and promotion news. This is always an exciting
time for me, because I get to see who I’ve trained as a tutor,
and be proud of members of the society who get appointments and promotions they have worked hard for. Hopefully in some small way
we have helped to get them there! For those of us who don’t get something, it
doesn’t mean we didn’t work hard enough - it just means someone put in a little
more to make a difference, in being noticed.
As I step down from the chair, I would like to thank every member of the society,
and especially the committee, who put every effort into making this a special
place to talk to and meet like-minded people who enjoy this wonderful hobby. I
would like to bestow extra special thanks to Colin Barnett who, as vice chair, has
done a fantastic job standing in for me at meetings I have not been able to attend. Also to Mac whom without his input as editor of this magazine, and as Secretary, this society would grind to a halt, or a very least a slow walk! And of
course Jacko, the treasurer and members’ secretary, as always on point doing a
sterling job keeping the numbers up to date and money in order.
What’s next for me, I unfortunately am not going anywhere! I am going to take up
the role of the training officer, where I hope to reinvigorate the academy meetings
and try and get new members along. I am also now the chairman of the County
RA, and in this role I hope to forge better links between the Local Referees Association’s and the National Referees Association. I will need your input and together we can get things rolling again and make Woking Society even better.
It just leaves me to wish the incoming Chairman all the best moving forward and
to all of you a very big thank you for supporting the society in the way you do.

Pat

2018/19 Membership

2019 Current Status

72 Full Members

General

£1,940.56

6 Friends

Supplies

£304.27

Belgium

£0.00

1 Affiliate Member
92 Referees trained in
2017/2018
20 Referees trained in
2018/2019

Training Fund

£448.68

Youth Fund

£113.50

Total
4

£2,807.01
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Woking Society of the Referees’ Association 91st AGM
Agenda
Chairman Opens the AGM – Pat
Apologies for Absence – Mac/ Floor
Review of 89th AGM Minutes – Mac
Matters Arising All
Officers Annual Reports –
Chairman – Pat
Secretary – Mac
Membership and Accounts – Bryan
Training – Gareth
Supplies – Callum
Warbler - Mac
Subscriptions – Bryan
Chairman’s Thanks – Thanks to the Committee
Elections of Officers and Committee – As Listed in the Warbler
A.O.B
Anything from the floor or committee
Close of AGM by the Chairman
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Chairman Pat opened the meeting and welcomed our guest speakers David Coote
Premier League Referee and Paul Howard National League Referee, along with
30 members.
David and Paul’s topic was “Fire Fire” . We initially discussed incidents that could
cause a “fire” such as referees decisions, rash challenges, local derbys, etc. and
what we as referees should do to quell such conflagrations.
Do we, by our actions extinguish the fire, or pour petrol on it ? That is the question
Split into groups, each table was given a set of 9 cards and asked to rank them in
priority order in a diamond shape. The cards contained actions such as “strictly
applying the laws” to “playing advantage” plus “relaxed calm body language “ to
“strong assertive body language”.
Some groups had “strictly applying the laws” as their top priority, others “awarding
safe free kicks” as a way of calming the situations.
Although the conclusion was that there was no definitive right or wrong action, the
important factor was recognising the correct solution for the situation.
Paul and David pointed out that just as there are different types of extinguishers
for different types of fire then we must be able to use the different types of
“extinguishers” we have at our disposal. Such as when to make a quick decision,
or when to slow down and take your time.
The trick is to be able to pick the right tool at the right time for each situation, but
the one overriding factor in every situation is to “Keep Calm”
David and Paul showed us a number of video clips of matches in which they had
officiated where a “fire” had occurred and what they done to extinguish the flames.
This provoked much discussion and how different actions could have produced
different outcomes.
Following the raffle we had a Q & A session and it was absolutely fascinating to
hear from two referees operating at the highest level of English football.
A question about VAR led David to explain and show via video clips an example of
when he was the VAR at a recent game. He demonstrated exactly what goes on
behind the scenes. The various screens he has at his disposal, one of which runs
a number of seconds behind real time and how he communicates with the referee.
He showed one clip which took 90 seconds to reach the right conclusion, but he
explained most decisions usually take on average 27 seconds.
It was a privilege to have David and Paul visit us at Woking and provide an extremely entertaining and insightful presentation.
Pat thanked David and Paul for taking the time out from their busy schedules to
visit us at Woking and presented them with our customary bottles of wine.
The meeting closed at 10pm
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Paul Howard

David Coote

After the meeting we received the following e mails from David and Paul
Morning Gents,
Can I just say thank you very much for your warm and friendly welcome by
members and committee alike at the meeting last night. On the way home, myself and David reckoned that this was one of the most enjoyable RA meetings we had been present at for a while due to the interaction and enthusiasm
shown.
Thanks for the bottle of wine, which may or may not have been consumed on
arrival home last night!
All the best,
Paul
Afternoon everyone,
Sorry for my belated reply to all your kind emails following Monday night’s really
enjoyable visit to Woking Referees Society.
I was really impressed by the whole organisation of the evening, the welcome
we received and the interaction and behaviour of everyone who attended.
Paul and I commented on Pat’s ability to bring the meeting together and ensuring we were both involved in the Q&A, the standard of the ‘Warbler’, the safe
hands the Society is in with the proposed new Chair, and the choice of Argentinian Malbec as the bottles of red, so congratulations to everyone involved!
I hope you have a great rest of the season and thank you again.
Cootey
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Woking Referees’ Society
90th A.G.M.
Monday 5TH March 2018
Meeting Opened at 21.05hrs by Chairman Pat Bakhuizen
Passed to Mac as Secretary to conduct the meeting.
Apologies:
Bryan Reader ,Glenn La Roche, Tom Jackson, Paul Gorringe, Bill Collis,
Peter Guest, Callum Peter
Minutes from 2017 Meeting:
Matter Arising – no queries and agreed that it was accurate
Proposed – Paul Saunders
Seconded – Gareth Heighes
Officers Annual Reports:
Chairman’s Report – another successful year, no FA Hubs this year which was
disappointing but being reviewed for 2018; local training days may be another alternative plus the National RA Conference/Eve of Final Rally. Committee thanked
for their hard work and efforts; all members that come to each meeting and academy thanked as well for their commitment and support.
Secretary’s Report – monthly meeting average attendance = 23, highest April
2017 = 31; lowest was 16 in Feb 2018 (yet one of the best speakers we’ve had);
other highlights include the Non-league Finals day at Wembley; June saw the Belgian trip with x4 of our members; received £200 from RAFA Youth Referee Development Fund for the academy tablet; November 2017 Roy Butler 45yr Award;
Mike Ellsmore’s passing was a very sad note and £250 donated to MacMillan Cancer Support; Xmas Dinner well attended as always.
Treasurers Report & Membership– account in Warbler as per usual; Bryan Jackson ran through salient points
•
Supplies profit increased by £79.35 due to donations of kit we received from
members that we were able to sell on the training courses throughout the year.
•
Whilst the dinner made a small loss of £25 in tickets sales, the 5 guests more
than covered the cost of their tickets in purchase of raffle tickets.
•
We restructured the way we produce the Warbler with approximately 50% of
paying members opting for an electronic copy.
•
Speaker expenses were greatly reduced to £20 , only 1 speaker charged expenses throughout 2017.
•
The committee approved a number of charitable donations throughout the
year in memory of or in support of those in the Refereeing and Football community.
Proposed – Paul Saunders
Seconded – Tony Loveridge
Ken Chivers to be thanked for the audited accounts as always.
Membership Report – as at 31/12/17
119 Full Members
7 Friends
1 Affiliate member
This is an increase of 11 full members from 2016
8
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Training Report
Gareth thanked all the Tutors for their help and to Pat for his work organizing with
SCFA. Also, thanks to the members for their attendance at the Academy
Supplies Officer
Callum not present but if any members have kit at home that can be donated to
the society then please give to Callum and we can then sell onwards. No profit
made, money just goes back into Society funds.
Warbler Report – thanks to all that advertise in the magazine, also members that
contribute to the stories and articles
Subscriptions Report – Committee discussed and would like to keep subs at
£25 + £11 for Warbler with lesser charges for younger members
Proposed – Barry Rowland
Seconded – Tony Price
Pat formally thanked the committee for their hard work and support.
President’s Report
Vince thanked Pat for handing over and then the Committee, especially Pat,
Bryan and Mac for their additional hard work. VP mentioned that we are very
lucky that we have such a strong committee and society as a whole. Some challenges are ahead, some apathy could creep in so we need to spread the word
and encourage more members to come down and join Woking RA – we can’t rely
in others or the National RA to do this for us.
Also, VP gave special thanks to Martin Read for the Xmas Meal; Mac for the work
put into the Warbler – a massive point of difference for us as a society.
General thanks to the committee and to the general membership. VP encouraged
others to offer their services to join either the main committee or even subcommittees in an effort to keep the society new and vibrant and fresh.
Part Bakhuizen – Chairman
Proposed – BJ
Seconded – Colin
Unanimous vote from the floor
Pat formally thanked Richard from Meadow Sports FC for his friendship and support of our society.
PB will be stepping down at the end of this year as Chairman.
The Committee as detailed in the March Warbler was voted in En-Bloc.
Proposed – Dave Cooper
Seconded – Tom Ellsmore
AOB – nothing from the floor
At the May meeting there will be a FREE BUFFET for our 90th Birthday celebrations so PB encouraged all to attend.
AGM closed at 21.35hrs
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End of Year Accounts 2018
The Society Accounts, have been independently examined and show a moderate profit of £94.31 being made for the year. They continue to show that the Society is in a healthy financial position.
The committee have also confirmed that there will be no need to propose a subscription increase for 2019/2020. This needs ratification by members at the
AGM.
Just to pick out some points from the accounts:
♦

Subscription income is down due to the decrease in member numbers and
more members swapping to an electronic warbler.

♦

Raffle profit is down mainly because we sold less squares for the Christmas raffle.

♦

Warbler expenditure is down because this is the first full year of the electronic warbler so going forward we should be around the figure in future
years.

♦

We have had 2 years of relatively low speaker expenses, mainly the cost
of the wine. This year it will increase due to speakers coming from further
afield and thus charging us more in expenses.

♦

Insurance is an active over 75 RA subscription we have to pay this separately, whereas the insurance for everyone else is part of the RA subscription not a separate payment.

♦

Belgium fund is payments made by 1 member to cover the cost which will
be returned in 2019.

All of the expenditure was approved by the committee.

Membership numbers at 31st December 2018
71 Full Members
6 Friends
1 Affiliate member This is a decrease of 40 full members from 2017 caused by
those new referees in the FA free membership initiative not renewing their RA
membership.
If anyone has any questions please email me and I will answer and provide that
answer to all members and at the AGM.
Finally, my thanks again to Ken Chivers for his prompt turnaround of the accounts.
Bryan Jackson
Hon Treasurer / Membership Secretary
10
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Officers and Committee Proposals 2019/20
Position

2018/19

2019/20

President:
Life VicePresidents:

Vince Penfold
Roy Butler, Ken Chivers,
Neil Collins, David Cooper, Peter Guest, Chris
Jones

Vince Penfold
n/a
Roy Butler, Ken Chivers,
Neil Collins, David Cooper, Peter Guest, Chris
Jones
n/a

Pat Bakhuizen

Andy Bennett

Bryan Jackson Colin Barnett

Vice Chairman: Colin Barnett

Colin Barnett

Pat Bakhuizen Bryan Jackson

Secretary:
Anthony McBirnie
Treasurer &
Membership:
Bryan Jackson
Asst Secretary &
Minutes:
Andy Bennett

Anthony McBirnie

Pat Bakhuizen Bryan Jackson

Bryan Jackson

Pat Bakhuizen Colin Barnett

Training Officer: Gareth Heighes
Magazine Editor:
Anthony McBirnie

Pat Backhuizen

Anthony

Anthony McBirnie

Pat Bakhuizen Bryan Jackson

Supplies Officer: Callum Peter
Asst Supplies
Tom Knight
Officer
County RA DeleBrian Reader
gates:

Callum Peter

Pat Bakhuizen Bryan Jackson

Gareth Heighes

Pat Bakhuizen Bryan Jackson

Brian Reader

Pat Bakhuizen Bryan Jackson

Tony Loveridge

Bryan Jackson Colin Barnett

Gareth Heighes

Bryan Jackson Anthony

Tom Ellsmore

Pat Bakhuizen Bryan Jackson

Tony Price

Tony Price

Pat Bakhuizen Bryan Jackson

Tony Loveridge

Tony Loveridge

Pat Bakhuizen Bryan Jackson

Martin Read

Martin Read

Pat Bakhuizen Bryan Jackson

Paul Saunders

Paul Saunders

Pat Bakhuizen Bryan Jackson
Anthony
McBirnie
Pat Bakhuizen
Anthony
Pat Bakhuizen
McBirnie

Chairman:

Tony Loveridge
Welfare Officer Gareth Heighes
Committee
Members:
Tom Ellsmore

Proposer

Seconder

n/a

n/a

TBC

William Siegmund
Chris Busby
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♦

Congratulations to the 19 members of Woking Society who have been appointed a Surrey County Cup Final this year ( four more than last year!) . In
particular Michael Webb who has achieved the highest County accolade of
refereeing the Saturday Senior Cup, with fellow member Jack Oxenham as
his 4th Official. Well done guys.

♦

Your committee, at their last meeting, discussed the forthcoming National
RA Board elections and have voted for whom we feel will be most able to
contribute to driving the Referees’ Association forward. Please contact me if
you would like further details (macmcbirnie@gmail.com)

♦

It’s our own AGM on 18th March. With a change of Chairman this year,
make sure you come along and find out what the future holds for your Society. With Steve Worsley as our guest speaker as well, it promises be a interesting and informative meeting.

♦

We have sourced a new polo shirt, embroidered with the Woking Referees
Society Logo and priced at a mere £12. They will be available to view and
order at the March meeting.

18th March

Society Meeting and AGM - Steve Worsley

1st April

Society Meeting - Tim Robinson

13th May

Society Meeting - Andy Bennett

17th May

Eve of Final Rally– Bentley Priory, Stanmore Middlesex

19th May

Non League Finals

6th and 7th July

AGM and RA Development Weekend– Venue De Vere
Horwood Estate, Milton Keynes.

12th August

Society Meeting—Pat Bakhuizen :Law Amendments

2nd September

Keith Hiller aka “Willie Red Card “

7th October

Society Meeting - TBA

4th November

Tim Lawrence - (TBC)
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I qualified as a referee in 1988 at 16 and after a number of years officiating on
both adult and youth football, I have concentrated on supporting youth football.
Over the 30 years I have enjoyed refereeing on these, which has led to league
and county cup finals, but wanted to do a bit more.
This has led to working closely with a couple of youth league to improve welfare
and support to young referees and helping the leagues with training and advice.
The latter came from becoming a FA tutor 6 years ago (I have had the honour
to work with Woking’s finest tutors (& Pat)) and it was through looking through
the internet and recording clips to aid this training, this presentation was devised.
So for your entertainment I present – “It shouldn’t happen to a ref!”
This is a light-hearted look through the odd/unusual incidents and decisions that
there has been in various levels of football and a chance to explain if you have
had them also (and what you should or shouldn’t do when it happens)

Steve
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I, along with 18 other members of Woking Society had been invited to the Surrey
County Cup Final Officials meeting at Imber Court on 7th March. Yes, I’ve actually been given a County Cup Final Appointment. The first for 9 years. So thank
you Tim Lawrence, Bob Dick et al. .
There was certainly a few differences from the last such meeting that I attended.
Apart from a much improved buffet, the most glaring was the number of young
referees, including some who were in their first season of refereeing, who have
been appointed to games this year. Tim also mentioned that this year also sees
the highest number of female appointees, including the Under 12 Girls Final,
where the whole team of officials are ladies. A big “Well Done” to Surrey FA.
I’ve been appointed as 4th Official, so I get to play with the electronic subs board,
which should be fun. I also met the other officials on our game, who are all
youngsters ( well most people are young compared to me ) so I’m thinking maybe
the powers that be think that I may be able to offer some advice to the younger
elements of our team.? (Fools!)
A large part of the meeting was taken up with Tim and a colleague (whose name
I’ve forgotten.) explaining the new(ish) Temporary Dismissal Law aka The Sin
Bin. This was mostly due to the law applying to the U21, U18s and U18 Midweek
Cups
After a brief speech by Ray Lewis, President of Surrey FA, we were summoned in
our teams for group photos, after which I endeavoured to get all the attending
Woking Society Refs together for our own group photo - but failed rather abysmally. However I did get most of us, but in separate photos. Apologies to those I
missed but if you’d care to send me a photo of yourselves, I’ll put it in the next
Warbler.
Mac

Michael ; Glenn;

Carl ;

Me ;
16

Jack;

Callum ; Shawn
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Is This a Record?
20th Jan 2019 Surrey Sunday Junior Cup 4th Round.
J B Rangers v Sheen Park Rangers.
Referee ; Alan Briggs
The match was heading for a 3.3 draw and pen's when Sheen scored in the last
minute of added on time. That's fine I thought, home in time for lunch.
Wishful thinking of course as JBR went straight down the other end and scored
the equaliser from a penalty award.
Oh dear never mind, penalty shoot outs don't normally last too long do they?
This one did!!!
The final score was 17.16 to JBR after 46 penalties were taken - not all successfully as the high tally implied.
It went on so long that some spectators who watched from the start gave up and
left and I finally arrived home for lunch just before 2pm!!!
It may be some kind of record in this country. I’m not sure if the records show
enough information for this standard of football.
I think as far as the professional game is concerned the record is 48 spot kicks in
the 2005 Namibian Cup in South Africa.
Regards,

Alan Briggs
Ed. It’s a good job early rounds of the County Cup no longer play extra time,
otherwise Alan would no doubt have been late for tea, never mind lunch!

Robert

Will

Roy

David
17

Saturday
Meadow Bank
Senior
Tues 7th May
Premier
Wed 24th April
U21 Midweek Wed 27th March
Intermediate
Wed 3rd April
Junior
Wed 1st May
Lower Junior
Wed 8th May
Sundays
Premier
Fri 26th April
Intermediate
Fri 5th April
Junior
Fri 3rd May
Lower Junior
Fri 10th May
Veterans
Thurs 9th May
Youth
Under 18 Midw'k Wed 20th March
Under 18
Fri 22nd March
Under 16
Fri 29th March
Under 15
Sun 17th March
Under 14
Sun 17th March
Under 13
Sun 24th March
Under 12
Sun 28th April
Girls
Under 16
Sun 24th March
Under 15
Sun 10th March
Under 14
Sun 10th March
Under 13
Sun 28th April
Under 12
Sun 28th April
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Dan Killick
Dominic Fairhurst
Oliver Hind
Ben Maskery
Will Rutherford
Joshua Massey
Rhys Williams
Archie Matthews
Callum Kirkby
Charlie Stamp
Isa Dabrowska
Georgia Brenton

Janine Daly
Ann Marie Powell
Tim Bochard
Ellie Monday
Lara West

Robert Simkin
Harry Rance
Carl Jones
Gordon Vince
John Besagni

Luke Temple
Declan Wyatt
Joe Wright
Mark Smith-Lachie
David Crick

Stephen Matthews
Adam Merchant
Simon Cornwell
Sam Bunting
Patrick Jolliffe
Morgan Hamilton
George Baines

Assistant 1
Andrew Webster
Neil Keirs
Callum Peter
William Douglas
Erno Vajda
Peter Cox

REFEREE
Michael Webb
Carl Smith
Jonty Bolland
David Payne
Alex McKay
Harvey Henley

Williams Lonsdale
Seb Rodriguez
Morgan Tarrant
Max Wynne
Georgina Solly

Ben Long
Henry Dalton-Stone
Harry Yellen
Anthony Ralph
Dominic Ferris
Stephen Barnes
Jacob Bennett

Peter Bumstead
James Goodall
Conrad Conduah
Andrew Goldsmith
Steven Ferris

Assistant 2
Connor Fanelli
William Siegmund
Jordan Crichlow
Paul Dowell
Daryl Williams
Sam Finniear

Calum Wright
David Solly
Anthony McBirnie
Glenn La Roche
Chloe Longdon

Calum Edgcombe
Dane Johnston
Richard Garland
Max Van Den Berg
Steve Worsley
Terence Creswick
Jamie Kapadia

Warren Igglesden
Jason Connolly

Roy Lawrence
Richard Marus

Reserve Referee
Jack Oxenham
Luke Chapman
Shawn Barclay
Andrew Connor
Dale Leacock
Peter Brody
Peter Ashdown
Gordon Harrsion
Peter Ashdown
Gordon Harrsion
Bruce McLaren

RSO
Brian Fish
Brian Fish
Brian Fish
Bruce McLaren
Peter Ashdown
Gordon Harrison

Rod Wood
Gordon Harrison
Gordon Harrison
Rod Wood
Rod Wood

Bruce McLaren
Richard Hailstone Peter Ashdown
Gordon Harrison
Rod Wood
Rod Wood
Rod Wood
Rod Wood

Tony Loveridge
Rod Wood
Dave Sheldrake
Peter Watson
Tim Lawrence

Observer
Gordon Harrison
Phil Sherlock
Stephen Maguire
Richard Ireson
Peter Barbrook
Martin Allen
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Congratulations to the 17 members of our Society who have been
awarded a County Cup Final appointment.
Please see the highlighted names opposite.
Women's Capital Cup - Semi Final
Abbey Rangers Ladies vs Ashford Town (middlesex) Ladies.
Assistant Referee ; Max Van den Berg
Professional Development League
Millwall u18 v Bristol City u18
Assistant Referee ; Paul Gorringe
Surrey Primary League U11 Finals
Referee ; Glenn la Roche
Surrey County Sunday Junior Cup 4th round.
J B Rangers v Sheen Park Rangers.
Referee ; Alan Briggs
UEFA Development Tournament – Loughborough University
Spain U16 Ladies vs Italy U16 Ladies
Referee ; Andy Bennett
Premier League International Cup
Brighton & Hove Albion U23 vs Bayern Munich U23
Assistant Referee : Andy Bennett
Premier League 2
Arsenal U23 vs Manchester City U23
Assistant Referee : Andy Bennett
FA Challenge Vase 4th Round
Canterbury City vs Newport Pagnell Town
Referee : Andy Bennett
National League Premier
Havant & Waterlooville vs Wrexham
Assistant Referee : Andy Bennett

Surrey FA U21 Cup
Sutton United v Cobham
Referee ; Will Siegmund Assistant Referee :Paul Saunders

National League Premier
Leyton Orient vs AFC Fylde
Assistant Referee : Andy Bennett
Surrey FA Premier Cup - Quarter Final
Farnham v Lingfield
Assistant Referees Pat Bakuizan ;Will Siegmund
19

The Warbler

The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society

A Trilogy by Mike Coventry ( Courtesy The Chiltern Referee)
A pal of mine has been refereeing in and around Johannesburg much as I used
to, i.e. the top available amateur soccer at weekends and the Veterans in midweek. The playing skills are much as I remember Chiltonian standard, but the
discipline is horrendous – the result, in my opinion, of the low standard of refereeing, and even poorer organisation. I do not put my pal into the ‘low’ category,
but then I was his Mentor for some 5yrs!!
The problem with refereeing in a vacuum, i.e. where at meetings one discusses
almost anything but actual refereeing, is that one develops one’s own habits,
good or not so good, as they are never up for discussion by one’s equals. Take
a recent Vets match: a shot a goal is brilliantly caught, but unfortunately not by
the goalkeeper. My pal, all smiles, says “Lovely save, but unfortunately you’ve
left me no alternative” and with a measure of regret produces the red card.
“Don’t send him off Mr. Ref” says some, “Give us the goal and leave him on.”
The penalty is duly taken and converted but still the comments come to rescind
the send-off. Before play continues my pal – Gordon by name – says “Talk
about it amongst yourselves, if you want to let him back on – and it’s the decision
of all of you – he can come back.” After a centre-circle huddle it is agreed the
player should return, and the game continues without further incident. On the
face of it, very much a ‘Spirit of the Game’ decision, but one I wouldn’t have
made. I won’t expand on my reasons, but would love to have this scenario discussed in open meeting.
Another Vets game and Gordon is getting a running commentary on his numerous supposed errors; the ‘expert’ being the home team goalkeeper. Playing it
cool, as I always try to impress on people, Gordon has a little chat which basically gives the ‘keeper the option, according to his attitude, of determining
whether or not his name goes into the book. With arms folded and eyes anywhere, but on the Ref, the caution is inevitable. More comments, as Gordon
moves away, naturally results in a send-off. The ‘keeper goes and subsequently
returns to the field side of the enclosure, offering more gratuitous advice.
Gordon finally convinces him the game does not continue until he moves behind
the rope. At the end of the game the erstwhile ‘keeper jostles Gordon and advises him he won’t be paid “for that diabolical performance” and is less impressed when advised that will also be reported. Returning home, Gordon recounts the sorry tale. “What does he look like?” asks the eldest son and when
told, remarks “Oh, he’s the Coach of our school team!”
The end of a ‘Super League’ game was marred by two spectators seemingly
bent on doing Gordon physical damage. They followed him from the field and
tried to enter the changing room, eventually settling for “We’ll get you when you
come out.” Gordon was unable to understand their grievance unless it was the
‘one minute’ signal he gave to an assistant with a raised index finger. This, of
course, is why we try to communicate with down hand signals against the shorts.
Anyway, having arranged for a Police escort – vive la cellphone – Gordon
changes, dropping his gear on the floor, together with cards and whistle. When
leaving an assistant says “You’ve forgotten your kit” to which Gordon replies “No
I haven’t, I shan’t be needing it again.” And so, another Referee is lost to the
game. As I have asked before: “Do you fancy refereeing here?”
20
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MURPHY’S MEANDERINGS
Back in the 70s, a company with several offices around the United Kingdom
used to hold a sports weekend for their employees every year. It ran from Friday afternoon until Sunday evening and it was a family event. The football tournament took place on Saturday and was arranged by the Basingstoke office
thus Basingstoke supplied the officials. I was one of the referees and for three
years it went without a hitch. It was a good day out, well paid, food supplied
and entertainment for the family. The fourth year there were problems.
Played outside on a small sided grass pitch there were three officials for each
game. I was running the line when a player started to get out of control. He
started to “put himself about” and was spoken to by the referee. Then, behind
the referee’s back and five yards from me he started to argue and get aggressive with an opponent. I shouted to him warning him to quieten down or I’d
have to call the referee over. The player got nasty with me and told me to mind
my own business, it was nothing to do with me, and if I called the referee over
he would come and sort me out. I flagged for the referee and as he came
across, the player started to walk towards me saying he’d told me what he was
going to do. I started to move backwards and he grabbed me. Fortunately,
other players were close to me and they managed to get hold of him and pull
him away from me. A small melee developed as they struggled to control him
and I was able to move clear of him.
When everything had settled, the referee sent him off but he wouldn’t go. An
extremely angry event organiser arrived and tried to persuade the player to go
but the player went to attack him as well only being prevented by the intervention of some players who eventually took him off the pitch. Later, his behaviour
was put down to having drunk too much.
The Basingstoke branch of the company had a team in the Basingstoke league
and we understood that the tournament was registered with the Hampshire
Football Association through them so we sent our Disciplinary Reports to the
HFA. However, due to an oversight the competition hadn’t been registered and
the club was called before the HFA. The player was supposed to play for one
of the firm’s teams registered in another County so
our reports were sent on to that County FA. Then it
was discovered he that he didn’t play for the Company at all and, in fact, didn’t work for them either,
they had no record of him. However, further checks
revealed that he was registered with another team
in that County and he was subsequently charged
and disciplined. As officials, after having submitted
our reports, we never heard any more about the
matter.

Tony Murphy
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From whistles to watches,
flags to record cards, shirts to
socks, Callum’s got the lot.
Help support the society and
make sure you give Callum a
call for all your refereeing needs
callumpeter@gmail.com

07951 425179

Referees Wanted
for the

Farnham & District Sunday
Veterans League

If you are interested
Please call
Colin on 01252 328 953
Or Linda on 01276 512 735
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Adie Shows the Way to Amaryllis
The weather last week was unbelievably warm and sunny. I thought ‘everybody
will enjoy their games today’. Famous last words, I had 4 reports across the 2
Leagues by Sunday morning reporting teams continuously complaining. It is a
sad fact that no matter what the weather some people will find something to
complain about.
As many of you will be aware I had an appeal out for Referees to Officiate on the
9th of March. I had only just managed to cover the 2nd as there are County Cup
Semi-Finals on both Saturdays. I have to say you guys have been brilliant in
coming forward to offer your services and both days are currently fully covered.
The most annoying fact is that by the Friday evening teams are backing out of
their games and I am left with spare Match Officials. For obvious reasons I have
to get the games organised with Referees at least a week in advance and cannot
leave it until the Friday night but it is frustrating when you put in this much effort
and rely on the good nature of the Referees.
League Cup Finals will be taking place during April/ Early May. Some of these
will be in the evenings and, at present, it looks like the SCILW games will be at
Westfield with some, if not all, will be at Abbey Rangers in the G&WAFL. The
Referees have not yet been selected although I do have some in mind once they
are OK’d by the Management Committee. Even if you are not lucky enough to be
selected, why not come along to watch the game, support your fellow Referees
and meet the members of the Management Committee so you can put a face to
the names.
I always find February a little bit bland in the garden as the crocuses normally
await until March to thrust their delicate heads above the soil. This year of
course, with the milder weather, saw them appearing along with the daffodils. I
try to add some colour by growing an Amaryllis or two in the dining room just to
add a splash of colour. We had two magnificent red ones this year, I really like
seeing them but sadly they only last around 10
days so are somewhat short lived. I will continue
with caring for them until the leaves start to die
and then dry them out to store for next year.
As this season draws to an end I commence
planning for next season. It should be interesting
with the addition of ‘Sin-Bins’. After attending a
session on this I can see that a few mistakes
could be made so please ensure you have attended one of the courses so you are ‘up to
speed’ with all the variations of the process.
Keep your availability updated for us Ref Secs.

Adie
23

The Warbler

The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society

Willie the ‘Red Card’ Referee
The flaw of the law
Match:
Weekend Wanderers -v- The Overs Rovers
League:
Sunday Park League (North) Division Three
Pitch condition: Not bad for this time of year
Weather:
Cold and windy with occasional sunshine
I was waiting for the Rovers players to come out of the changing rooms so I could
start the second half. I decided to wait one more minute and spend that time having a quick read of my copy of ‘Laws of the game’. This was one of my favourite
books. Same title every year but the content changes each time. It made me
think.
As a referee of many years’ experience the laws have been tampered with far too
many times over the last few years. As a local ‘grass roots’ referee there are
many laws that will never apply to me so why do we not have two sets of laws that
apply to the professional game and another set for the local parks. After all there
are far more park games over the weekends than there will ever be professional
matches.
Local parks do not have technical areas marked out or with the new change for
next season…….sin bins for all. Where will we tell the players to stand?
Am I ever going to caution a player for entering the referee review area or the RRA
to be technical or maybe caution a player for ‘excessively’ using the ‘review’ television screen signal ? How many times does a player have to make this signal for it
to be ‘excessive’?
Laws of the Game state it is a red card sending off offence if a player or substituted
player enters the video operation room and again to be technical the VOR. I have
awarded many red cards and I would love to add this one to my collection but will it
happen in the local park…….No!
When did ‘biting’ become so popular?
ing?

Have you ever cautioned a player for bit-

As I put my copy of the laws back into my bag the Rovers players had eventually
decide to come back onto the pitch. It must have been very warm and comfortable in those changing rooms as I stood outside in the windy conditions waiting for
them! I counted the players as all good referees should and blew my whistle to
start the second half.
This had not been an easy match so far. Three red cards, one for the Wanderers
and two for the Rovers. Now was the time to focus and concentrate for the next
forty five minutes.
The score is nicely poised at 1-1 and the Rovers forward has an obvious goal scoring opportunity. The Wanderers defender deliberately handles the ball to prevent
the goal but the ball still manages to clearly cross the goal line and enter the goal.
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Decisions to make and there are a few options to consider……
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Award a penalty kick and caution the defender for deliberately handling
the ball
Award a penalty kick and send the defender off for serious foul play
Award a goal and send the defender off for serious foul play
Award a goal and caution the defender for unsporting behaviour
Award a goal and just have a quiet word with the defender as a goal was
scored anyhow
Time to ask the ref on the next pitch for advice

What would your decision be?
I decided as a goal had been scored I would just have a ‘quiet word’ with the offending player. Rovers were delighted that they had scored to take the lead 2-1
and the Wanderers were also delighted that no cards had been shown. Despite
the three red cards I felt confident that both teams would now give me a higher
score today
With Rovers now having nine players on the pitch they continued to show dissent
against my decisions and I had no other option than to use the ‘sin bin’. One
player went to the sin bin shortly followed by another. Rovers were now down to
seven players. We all know that seven players is the minimum but you can
guess what happened next………….
Despite the first ‘sin bined’ player only having two minutes remaining of his ten
minutes before he could return to play by the third player joining the others this
now left Rovers with six players on the field of play.
Why did they introduce ‘sin bins?’ Normally I would have produced yellow cards
and that would have dealt with the dissent. Now players can be shown three yellow cards on one match………………...what is the world
coming to?!
What would you do………..to be continued!
See you all soon.

Willie the ‘Red Card’ Referee
Willie paints an interesting scenario here. With the roll out of sin bins next season would a game have to be abandoned if a team who are losing, deliberately
get a number of players “binned” in order to try and get the game abandoned
due to lack of players? Apparently not, I’m informed, as the situation would only
be “temporary” .
Unless of course a player has been sin binned twice and the team has run out of
substitutes. The said player would also receive a one match ban and a £40 fine
Mac
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95 Sutton Avenue
St Johns, Woking
Surrey GU21 8UL
01483 385776
07780 684416
michaelgeorgelawrence@hotmail.com

Advice on the prevention of
Stalking and Harassmentment
Hamish Brown MBE
Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector
UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to:
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com
Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com
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Classes here now
FOR ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS
MALE AND FEMALE
OF ALL AGES

HAVE FUN
GETTING FIT
For Details

Contact Gareth Price on
07735067158
Winston Churchill School
Every Tuesday at 19.00 - 20.00 hrs

AshTaxis
6 Seater Taxi
Airports , Docks, Social Functions

Competitive Prices
24 hours by appointment
Contact —Colin Barnett on
Tel.
01252 328957
Fax
01252 654811
Mob 07831 404 066
E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com
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What Would You Do ? Answers to February Issue
Q1. In a Sunday League game, the home side’s new winger is show-boating, performing keepie-uppie on the wing. A veteran opponent loses patience and fouls
the winger violently. You send him off, but then notice a crowd of players around
the winger, laughing. In the challenge the winger’s kit has been torn, and it is obvious she is female! What would you do?
A1. She cannot continue. Mixed adult football is not allowed. Her team can replace her if they haven't used all their substitutes. restart with a direct free kick on
the wing. Report the facts to the League.
Q 2. As a Red defender is adjusting his shin guard, the ball is played passed him
to a Blue attacker who is running close to the touch line. The defender dives to his
left and with the shin guard in his hand touches the ball which goes over the touch
line. What would you do?
A2. Award a direct free kick - the incident is regarded as handball.
Q3. In the same incident the Red defender is changing his boot, which he throws
at the ball. It hits the ball which goes over the touch line. What would you do?
A3. Award a direct free kick - this also counts as handball.
Q4. At the pre-match toss, one captain informs you that he fully intends to exercise the special status accorded to a captain. You wonder what he means. What
special status or privileges under the law, does a captain have?
A4. The captain has no special status or privileges, but does have a degree of
responsibility for the behaviour of his team.
Q5. You award an indirect free kick to the Red defence. The Red No.3 steps up
and deliberately kicks the ball against a Blue opponent so that he can play it a second time. What would you do?
A5. Allow play to continue unless the free kick was taken in a careless or reckless manner or using excessive force. In which case an infringement has occurred
and should be dealt with accordingly.
Q6. During a very physical and aggressive match, you see an unused substitute,
standing outside the field of play, throw a boot at an opponent on the field of play.
What would you do?
A6.
Restart with an indirect free kick from where the ball was when play was
stopped
Q7. During play you notice a Red player wearing some jewellery. You stop play
and order him from the field of play to remove the offending items. Sometime later
you notice that he is still wearing some jewellery. You stop play to remonstrate
with him. What would you do?
A7. Caution the player. Restart with an indirect free kick from where the ball was
when play was stopped.
Q8. During kicks from the penalty mark, one of the goal-keepers gets injured and
wants to be substituted. There is one kick to be taken. What would you do?
A8. The keeper can be replaced by a named substitute providing his team has
not used all its permitted substitutes.
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What Would You Do
Question 1. The Blue goalkeeper takes a goal kick but slices it
towards a Red centre forward. After the ball has travelled 10
yards the Blue centre half, to stop the ball reaching the Red
player, stops it with his hand. What would you do?
Question 2. The Red number 7 slips as he takes a corner, so
that the ball moves but does not leave the quadrant. The Red
number 7 stands up and picks up the ball to put it back in the
correct place for him to take the kick again. What would you
do?
Question 3. As the Blues play the ball into the Red penalty area, an idiot in the
crowd blows a whistle that sounds very similar to the ancient ACNE Thunderer which you are using. The Red centre half, thinking that it was your
whistle, catches the ball with his hands What would you do?
Question 4. As a penalty kick is taken by Reds, a pigeon flies into the ball just
before it enters the net. The pigeon and ball collide, but the ball hardly deviates, the goalkeeper had gone the wrong way anyway, and the ball ends
up at the back of the Blue net. What would you do?
Question 5. Reds are losing in the final minutes of a game when they win a direct free kick just outside their own penalty area. The goalkeeper rushes
to take it. Aiming to pass the ball to a colleague, however, he slices the
ball into his own net. What do you do?
Question 6. Reds take a goal kick. The ball leaves the penalty area but a very
strong wind blows it back into the Red's net, without anyone touching the
ball. What would you do?
(Ed. These questions were set by PETER JONES for the County RA Quiz in Jan
16) Courtesy of The Chiltern Referee

Aphorisms
Money can’t buy happiness, but it keeps the kids in touch!
If you think nobody cares whether you're alive, try missing a couple of payments.
Money talks ... but all mine ever says is good-bye.
My therapist says I have a preoccupation with vengeance. We'll see about that!
You know that tingly little feeling you get when you fall in love with someone?
That's common sense leaving your body
Relationships are a lot like algebra. Have you ever looked at your X and wondered Y?
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WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
www.TheFA.com

Wembley Stadium, Wembley, London HA9 0WS
0800 169 1863

FA Refereeing Department
National Managers
“name”@theFA.com

Neale Barry ; Head of Senior Referee Development

Surrey County Football Association
www.surreyfa.com

Meadowbank Football Ground, Mill Lane, Dorking
Surrey, RH4 1DX 01372 384190

Referee Development Officer

Tim Lawrence

The Referees’ Association
www.the-ra.org
contact@the-ra.org
Tel 024 7642 0360

1c Bagshaw Close
Ryton on Dunsmore
Warwickshire
CV8 3EX

Surrey County Referees Association
Honorary Secretary

Brian Reader 01483 480651
ramblingref@gmail.com

Guildford & Woking Alliance League
Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Surrey County Intermediate League
(Western) Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Suburban League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Dave Goater
dave.gosubrefs@outlook.com

Combined Counties League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Philip Nash 07951 415046
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk

Southern Youth League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Nick Clark

Camberley & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m),
richard@harris-net.co.uk

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Bob Dick 07803 007233
bobmdick@btinternet..com

Farnham & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Colin Barnett 01252 328953
cbarnett5978184@aol.com

01372 387094

Surrey Elite Intermediate Football League Richard Brum 07956 185602
richard.brum@sky.com
Referees’ Secretary
Surrey Youth League
Referees’ Secretary

www.wsyl.org.uk
Alan Wiggins 01932 789376 alan.wiggins@wsyl.org.uk

Surrey Primary League
Referees Secretary

Tim Wilson / Mo Sher
referees@surreyprimaryleague.com

Middlesex County FA
Www.middlesexFA.com

39/41 Roxborough Rd Harrow,
Middlesex, HA1 1NS 0208 515 1919

Hampshire County FA
Www.hampshireFA.com

Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF 01256 853000

Berks and Bucks County FA
Www.berksandbucksFA.com
London FA
Www.londonFA.com

1, Kimber Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1SG
Tel: 01235 558450
11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sulivan Rd Fulham
London SW6 3DU 0870 774 3010

