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Meadow Sports Football Club
Loop Rd Playing Fields, Loop Rd, Kingfield,
Woking
Surrey GU22 9BQ

AGENDA
♦

7.00 Academy Meeting

♦

8.00 Chairman’s Welcome

♦

♦

♦

♦

Guest Speaker
Lee Markwick : Looking After Our Officials
Raffle
Woking Referees’ Society 92nd AGM
Agenda Page 7
10pm Close
April meeting will be on
Monday 6th April 2020
The deadline for the April Warbler is
Friday 13th March
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the
Society or its’ Committee
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Hello everyone and welcome to another addition of our very own Warbler!!
Firstly, thanks to all our members who were able to make it to last month’s Society meeting. We were again privileged to host another top-class speaker in the
form of SG1 & SG2 referee Tim Robinson. Tim has become a firm favourite now
at Woking and his presentation was enjoyed by a packed room (of nearly 50 people) at Meadow Sports – I’m sure Mac will be talking more about Tim’s session
with us later in this edition.
It was also great to see so many new faces attend that meeting – we welcomed
members who have enjoyed their first season as a referee (trained on the New
Referee Course by our very own Pat & Co.) to one of our members bringing
along their Mum (sorry Will, I had to mention it!!) who is now enjoying hearing all
about her son’s experiences as a referee, she tends to watch football now and
only what the referee does, instead of the actual quality of the game itself. I think
that’s a trait common to most of us referees’ who go and watch a game “live”, it’s
a habit that’s hard to break!!
We’re now getting into the business-end of the season and many games that
we’re all getting appointed to will mean a lot to clubs, especially if they’re competing at the extremities of their respective tables. A game featuring two teams in a
relegation position or battling it out to stay clear of it carries just as much importance as an appointment to a top-of-the-table clash. Please respect all the fixtures you receive as the game that you are officiating means so much to every
player, club official, spectator and the overall club.
With the above in mind, please continue to make sure that you’re fit to referee
and not refereeing to keep fit. Whilst we all want to be involved on a Saturday afternoon or Sunday morning, heavy pitches and fixture congestion can lead us to
becoming tired, perhaps carrying a slight strain or just feeling a little bit “off the
pace”. If this is the case, talk to your League’s referee coordinator and make sure
everyone knows how you’re feeling. Don’t take a game if you’re not feeling up to
it as not only are you short-changing the clubs but you’re also letting yourself
down.
Good luck to all our members involved in Surrey FA County Cup competitions
(and any League Cup Final as well) – it was great to recognise all of those present at our February meeting and as a Society we’re all really proud of you – go
and enjoy your games as it’s a real honour to be selected for any Cup Final. Do
yourself and the Society proud!!
Our March meeting is split into two parts – the first part will see us conduct our
AGM and the second will see us hosting for the first time Lee Markwick from the
Board of the National R.A. I’m really looking forward to hearing Lee’s presentation and to welcoming him to the Society. The national R.A. has been working
hard over the past few years to rebuild its reputation and to re-engage with its
membership. This is your chance to come down and hear from one if its Board
Members and to ask any questions you may have.
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Pat will be running a workshop on Society night around Assistant Refereeing (I
need all the help I can get so I’ve already booked my place!!). This is a great way
for you to hone your skills, especially for those members who don’t always have
the chance to run the line or have been given a cup final as an AR. Pat works very
hard to build these practical sessions so I’m looking forward to seeing as many of
you as possible down there from 7pm on Monday 2nd March.
Just a quick mention about the AGM – this is YOUR Society and the only way we
can continue to grow, improve and build on our current foundations is for YOU to
come down and have a say in how that looks. A lot of people regard the AGM as
“boring” but we’ve worked hard as a Committee to ensure the actual meeting is
pretty quick, painless and still fairly enjoyable too!! We’re also always looking for
extra help in terms of what can be done in meeting nights so any help to sell raffle
tickets and/or fill in the register of attendance will also
be welcomed.
Finally, if I get a chance and our esteemed Editor allows it, I’ll talk to you later in this issue about my recent wind problem (what a treat for you all!!). I hope
all of you haven’t had too many issues yourself with
the recent wind and that you managed to safely negotiate all of your games as best you could and with
some common sense?
Good luck to you all in your upcoming games and
may the ball run kindly for us all.
See you at Meadow Sports on Monday 2nd March.

Andy

Safeguarding Qualification
I’m sure you’ve all received an email from Tim Lawrence informing us that all
referees must have an in date FA Safeguarding Qualification to register as a
referee next season. It would appear that if you have previously only completed
the Safeguarding guide which consisted of watching a video and completing a
questionnaire ( which I did) then you will have to go on the 3 hour Safeguarding
Course. There are quite a few on the Surrey FA website which you can access
via the link on Tim’s e-mail, and below, but I reckon they will fill up fast. I’m
thinking there is an opportunity for car sharing for the trek to Dorking. ?
http://www.surreyfa.com/news/2017/mar/03/safeguarding-courses
This year’s Development Weekend is returning to DeVere Staverton (where it
was held in 2018) and will take place over the weekend of Saturday 4th and
Sunday 5th July 2020.
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2019/20 Memberships
renewed
87 Full Members
6 Friends
2 Affiliate Members
76 Referees trained in
2019/2020

2020 Current Status
General

£2,011.53

Supplies
Belgium
Training Fund
Youth Fund
Total

£227.92
£0.00
-£174.03
£313.50
£2,378.9

I retired from the Fire Service in 2017 after 30 years. I’m currently a Health &
Safety Trainer/Consultant specialising in Mental Health First Aid, Fire Safety &
Warden, Hoarding Disorder and Basic Life Support.
I Played football up to the age of 50. I hold my level 2 coaching badge, and was
player/manager for the Fire Service Team and also coached youth & schools district teams. I was a talent scout for Charlton Athletic.
I took up the whistle and went to the ‘dark side’ in 2011 having watched both my
sons officiate. I was promoted 7-5 the following year and then to level 4 the year
after. Completed 3 seasons on the Essex Senior League.
Dropped back down to level 5, and now ref on the Women’s National League,
Alliance mid-week, Men’s Olympian & Eastern Junior Alliance, as well as helping
out local leagues to cover games. I’m currently on the Women’s promotion pathway.
I’m also a Futsal Referee and FA Tutor. I Coach & Mentor newly qualified referees and will be looking to start Observing soon.
At my Local Referees’ Association (Thurrock), I held the positions of:
·
Vice Chair
·
Secretary
·
Welfare
·
Recruitment & Retention Officer
I also designed and managed the
web site. I was then asked to join the
National Board in 2016 where I now
head up Welfare, Representation &
Partnerships.
My presentation is entitled
“ Looking After Our Officials” .

Lee
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Woking Society of the Referees’ Association
92nd AGM
Agenda
Chairman Opens the AGM – Andy
Apologies for Absence – Mac/ Floor
Review of 89th AGM Minutes – Mac
Matters Arising - All
Officers Annual Reports –
Chairman – Andy
Secretary – Mac
Membership and Accounts – Bryan
Training – Pat
Supplies – Callum
Warbler - Mac
Subscriptions – Bryan
Chairman’s Thanks – Thanks to the Committee
Elections of Officers and Committee – As Listed in the Warbler
A.O.B
Anything from the floor or committee
Close of AGM by the Chairman
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Chairman Andy opened the meeting and welcomed the 40 members and guests
to the February meeting and congratulated the members who had received
County Cup Final appointments.
Andy then introduced Tim Robinson SG2 Referee and VAR match official, whose
subject for the evening was entitled “Recognition of Match Day Challenges”
Tim first displayed the PGMOL Mission Statement of which the key words were
“Valued” and “Trusted” which is what we should aspire to from players, managers, coaches and fellow officials. Tim then discussed his “Ref Theory” that if we
stay calm, so will our fellow officials and the players/coaches, where as if we
panic when refereeing so will A/Rs players and coaches, resulting in a lack of
trust.
We then moved onto match day challenges and looked at the options we have at
our disposal. What we need to consider when making decisions and how to demonstrate and maintain match control.
We discussed the learning process which included match day experience, self
reflection, meetings with fellow referees’, watching video clips ( Tim was referring
to clips of yourself at the higher levels).
We then watched a number of video clips and discussed whether we would just
give a foul, a caution or a sending off. As is often the case the room was divided
as to what sanction each of us would impose on most of the videos although
there was the occasional unanimous decision.
Again the time of the incident, the temperature of the game, previous incidents,
which we weren't necessarily shown, all played a part.
Tim then asked the question “what if the player committing the foul had already
been cautioned—would we automatically issue another and send said player
off.”? He then explained how as higher up the football leagues you go then there
is a different expectation as to what should happen, with less chance of a second
caution unless the foul was deemed to be reckless/ dangerous.
We then watched a clip where Tim was in the middle and saw an incident where
a he didn't caution a rather cynical foul in the middle of the pitch. A short time
later, the same player deliberately fouled a player in order to stop the game as
one of his team mates had gone down injured. As the second challenge wasn’t
in Tim’s opinion reckless, he again didn't caution the player although he did comment to him that he was a “lucky boy” However had the second challenge been
reckless and endangered the safety of the other player then that would b a different matter as would any second such offense.
We then discussed the merits of stopping the game for an injury, even if not a
head injury, and agreed that the revised drop ball law meant that the team in possession of the ball were no longer disadvantaged and it was often a safer option
than waiting for the ball to be kicked out of play.
After the raffle, Tim fielded a Q&A session, which included questions on VAR, the
Press, and the perils of Social Media.
After thanking Tim for a great presentation and presenting him with our customary bottles of wine Andy closed the meting at 9.55pm
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Andy thanks Tim for an excellent presentation and presents him with our
traditional bottles of wine

Thanks to all those who came along to the February meeting and gave some
great input
The meeting was about ‘THE FINALS’ and your expectations. The main aim was
to say how to dress, how early to attend and what to expect from the experience.
The consensus was to generally enjoy the experience and get out of it as much
as possible. It’s important to relax and enjoy the match from the moment you arrive until you leave and treat it the same as any match and keep your pre and
post-match routines the same
This month we are returning to the outdoors for an assistant referee workshop,
this is a practical session so please come dressed appropriately including warm
and or waterproof jackets. As this is an AR workshop please bring one AR flag
with you (I will have a couple of spares)
Feel free to come along for a 7pm start on Monday 2nd March and invite anyone
who may benefit from an AR workshop refresh
I look forward to seeing you on 2nd March at 7pm and congratulations to everyone who has received a league or cup final

Pat
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Woking Referees’ Society

AGM 2019 Minutes
Monday 18th March 2019
Opened:
Meeting opened at 20.05 by Chairman Pat Bakhuizen
Apologies for absence
Steven Brown
Glenn la Roche
Peter Guest
Ken Chivers
Will Siegmund
Brian Reader
Review 90th AGM 2018 Minutes:
No matter arising
Proposed – Tony Loveridge
Seconded – Paul Saunders
Officers Annual Reports:
Chairman:
Another successful year, although flat in term of numbers
Great season for speakers
Steady ship for 2019
Secretary:
Attendance meeting average = 22
Highest = 28th (90th Birthday). Agreed it was the promise of cake
Lowest was Jan & April = 19
Chairman’s Cup = Richard Adamson and Meadow Sports
Young Ref of the Year = Will Siegmund
Dana Cup = Callum for 3rd season
Paul Gorringe = 25yr award
Nov = 6 attendees attended a workshop with a view to becoming mentors
Christmas meal = another success, big thanks to Mr Read
Dave Cooper = 50yrs member
Lost Len Randall from Chiltern Society – a great provider of articles to the Warbler
Lost Pam Wells = wife of our ex President Denis, several members attended
her funeral
Treasurer:
Accounts in the warbler.
Profit of £94.31
Still healthy position
Low speaker expenses this year, next will be higher with PGMOL speakers
Belgian fund payment returned to Paul G
No questions on accounts
Proposed by Martin Read
Seconded Colin
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Membership:
All stable, benefiting from referees course
Academy:
Thanks from Gareth for the attendees
Supplies:
It’s a YES from Callum!!
Lots of pre-owned kit
Lots of match pads
All good
Warbler:
Big thanks from Mac to advertisers (Hamish, Mick Lawrence, Colin and Tony )
All helps to cover the costs.
Actually lose money on the hard copies.
60-70 downloads from Facebook and website
Subscriptions:
Have to follow the RA subscription for £25 for electronic copy of the Warbler
£36 for a printed copy of the Warbler
Under 18 is exactly the same as the RA of £14 plus £11 for a printed Warbler
Proposal to keep the subscriptions the same.as last year
Proposed by Jacko
Seconded Paul Saunders
Chairman:
Committee thanked by the floor
Committee stepped down
Chairman steps down. Pat said he was honoured to stand for the last 3yrs,
many thanks for the committee especially Colin who has stepped in, Mac who
has been superb Secretary, to Jacko for all his help both in terms of Woking Society and for the admin of the new refs from the FA Refs Course – round of applause from the floor. Many thanks for the last 3yrs.
President:
A few words about Pat – being modest considering most societies are declining,
the vibrancy of the meetings, the quality of the speakers, the leader of helping
Surrey County at training course. Pat has rejuvenated the society over the last
3yrs, puts Refereeing and Woking RA first each and every time.
Elections
The nominations for the Chairman. Officers and Committee members as detailed in the Warbler was voted in en bloc.
AOB: N/A
Meeting closed 20.30hrs
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End of Year Accounts 2019
The Society Accounts, have been independently examined and show a small
loss for 2019 of £39.64, compared with a profit of £94.31 in 2018.
They continue to show that the society is in a healthy financial position.
The committee have also confirmed that there will be no need to propose a subscription increase for 2020/2021. This needs ratification by members at the
AGM.
Just to pick out some points from the accounts:
♦
Subscription income has increased slightly due to a small growth in
paying members to 67 from 60.
♦
Raffle profit has increased due to a larger income at monthly meetings.
♦
Net Warbler expenditure has increased due to having less advertisers.
♦
After 2 years of relatively low speaker expenses, the cost increased as
expected due to speakers coming from further afield and thus charging
us more in expenses. This is likely to be the case for 2020 as well, but
the committee consider it important to have good speakers to drive the
society meetings and maintain membership.
♦
The web site costs are incurred every third year, so will not feature
again until 2022.
All of the expenditure was approved by the committee.
Membership numbers at 31st December 2019
85 Full Members (18 are free members under the RA new referee scheme)
6 Friends
2 Affiliate members
This is an increase of 14 full members from 2018.
If anyone has any questions please email me and I will answer and provide that
answer to all members and at the AGM.
Finally, my thanks again to Ken Chivers for his prompt turnaround of the accounts.
Bryan Jackson
Hon Treasurer / Membership Secretary
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Three Refs Went To School

Bob (Dick top left), Adie Freeman and I (above)
pay a visit to Charterhouse .
Our Alma Mater ?..We wish !
Mac
See Adie’s report on page 28
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Officers and Committee Nominations AGM

Position
Chairman:
Vice Chairman:

Nomination ReElection
ceived for
Nominated by Seconded by required
Andy Bennett

Bryan Jackson Mac McBirnie

No

Colin Barnett

Andy Bennett

Mac McBirnie

No

Secretary:
Mac McBirnie
Treasurer &
Membership:
Bryan Jackson
Asst Secretary &
Minutes:
Vacant

Andy Bennett

Bryan Jackson

No

Mac McBirnie

Andy Bennett

No

Training Officer:

Andy Bennett

Bryan Jackson

No

Andy Bennett

Bryan Jackson

No

Mac McBirnie

Bryan Jackson

No

Pat Bakhuizen

Magazine Editor: Mac McBirnie
Supplies Officer: /
Welfare Officer
Gareth Heighes
County RA Delegate:
Brian Reader
Tony Loveridge
Committee Members

Social Media

Bryan Jackson Mac McBirnie
Bryan Jackson Mac McBirnie

No
No

Chris Busby

Andy Bennett

Mac McBirnie

No

Martin Read

Andy Bennett

Mac McBirnie

No

Paul Saunders

Andy Bennett

Mac McBirnie

No

Will Siegmund

Andy Bennett

Mac McBirnie

No

Callum Peter

Andy Bennett

Mac McBirnie

No

Jonty Bolland

Andy Bennett

Mac McBirnie

President

Vince Penfold

Patron (s)

Tim Lawrence
Richard
Adamson

No
Confirmation at
AGM
Andy Bennett Bryan Jackson
Confirmation at
AGM
Andy Bennett Pat Bakhuizen
Confirmation at
AGM
Bryan Jackson Mac McBirnie
16

Friday 24th April
Friday 3rd April
Monday 11th May
Wednesday 29th April
Thursday 14th May

17

Under 16
Under 15
Under 14
Under 13
Under 12

Girls

Sunday 29th March
Sunday 8th March
Sunday 8th March
Sunday 3rd May
Sunday 3rd May

Sophie Ross
Charlie Stamp
Jacqueline Bisley
Natalie Miller
Tom King

Dan Killick
Dominic Ferris
George Baines
Connor Brosnan
Andrew Byrne
Ciaran Moss

Dane Johnston
Ben Maskery
Patrick Jolliffe
Morgan Hamilton
Ethan Butters
Rhy Williams
Sam Bunting
Lara West
Ellie Monday
Joe Hardingham
Harry Longhurst

Henry Dalton-Stone

Stephen Brown
Richard Garland
Erno Vajda
Rigas Petri
Stefan Malczewski

Callum Peter
Joe Wright
Cliff Angol
Martin Etheridge
George Mangrski

Assistant 1

Nigel Owen

Declan Wyatt
Daniel Whale
Patrick Nixon
Brendan Walsh
Jason Connolly

Wednesday 6th May Jon Creswick
Wednesday 22nd April Chris Williams
Wednesday 1st April Derrick Laing
Friday 1st May
Oliver Hind
Monday 27th April
Daniel Trout

Wednesday 18th
Under 18 Midweek March
Wednesday 25th
March
Under 18
Friday 27th March
Under 16
Sunday 15th March
Under 15
Sunday 15th March
Under 14
Sunday 29th March
Under 13
Sunday 3rd May
Under 12

Youth

Premier
Intermediate
Junior
Lower Junior
Veterans

Sundays

Senior
Premier
Intermediate
Junior
Lower Junior

Saturday

REFEREE

Steve Ferris
Matthew Leaning
Eliza Bisley
Maisie Buckley
Josh Riley

William Wieland

Simon Cornwell
Olivia Stuart
Will Rutherford
Jake Walton

Dominic Fairhurst

Gareth Heighes
Jason Lidbetter
Andrew Sowter
David key
Garry Collins

Jordan Crichlow
Adam Merchant
Alex McKay
Paul Gorringe
Stephen Dombrandt

Assistant 2

Anne Marie Powell
Brian Slyfield
Ethan Swift
Seb Rodriguez
Fergus Horigan

William Siegmund
Harry Yellen
Matt Leary
Dale Leacock
Adrian Freeman
Daryl Williams

Alex Lever

William Douglas
Trevor Heavens
James Whittington
Charlie Robins
Dave Sheldrake

Tristan Greaves
Luke Chapman
Neil Keirs
Simon Graves
John Martin

Reserve Referee
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County Cup Final Appointments.
Congratulations to the Woking RA Members Highlighted

The Warbler

The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society

My Personal Wind Problem !
Over the years, as referees’, we’ve all probably experienced issues before a
game with weather – frost, ice, waterlogged pitches spring to mind, even the odd
dangerous surface due to vandalism by mindless local idiots perhaps?
But Saturday 16th February 2020 will go down for me as a truly unique experience since I began officiating football matches.
Just to set the scene. Over the 10 days before the date above, the UK had experienced some of the most severe weather conditions with wind and rain since
records began. Rail and road travel were nigh-on impossible in some parts of the
country and Wales suffered some terrible flooding that caused danger to life.
I had been fortunate enough to be appointed by the FA to what many considered
to be “game of the day” in the south of England. When the appointments came
out it was 1st vs 2nd in the Bet Victor Isthmian Premier League and when it came
to the day itself, it just so happened that both teams still occupied those positions
in the table. A big crowd was anticipated, and an Observer was duly appointed to
the game, probably to make sure I didn’t try and ruin everyone’s Saturday afternoon!!
Now, another bit of info around this game is that the home team play on a 4G
surface so however wet the weather had been over the previous week or so, it
was 99% certain that the game was going to go-ahead. I started to get myself
mentally prepared for the game in the days leading up to the match and spoke
with both my ARs (more of them later) and the match observer to discuss any
info on the teams and anything else they might feel of interest.
I confirmed the game with the home club secretary via email on the Sunday prior
to the game and we had a polite and good-natured email exchange about the
wind and rain – I said I was a northerner and that this kind of weather is my summer and he told me that as their location as a team was right on the coast, this
was nothing unusual for them either!! All seemed fine and I said in my last communication for him to contact me ahead of the game if he had any concerns.
It came to the Friday afternoon before the game and I started to think more about
how the wind could or would potentially play a big part in this game……and one
thing in particular kept coming back to me and I started to worry a bit. You remember me saying earlier that the game was being played on an artificial surface? Well, if the wind reached the speeds that forecasters were promising
(50+mph) then how would I manage dead ball situations? The wind could be that
strong that the ball may not be able to be kept stationary and with it being a 4G
surface, players can’t just make a divert like they do on grass pitches – I was in a
quandary!!
In my mind, I was thinking “common sense here Andrew, think about it logically”.
For example, would anyone REALLY be bothered if I allowed a goal kick to be
taken with the ball rolling and it perhaps being half a yard outside of the gaol area
at the point it was kicked into play? Would anyone mind a defensive free kick being taken by a team in their own penalty area and/or their own third of the pitch
and the ball be rolling when it was taken? The answer is probably “no” to both of
those scenarios.
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But then I started thinking about corner kicks, ceremonial free kicks around the
area where a shot on goal would be a real opportunity for either team….and perhaps most importantly, what about if I had to award a penalty? I can’t have the
ball moving from the penalty mark at the same time the kicker is in his motion.
Oh damn, I REALLY HAVE got a potential issue here.
So, I tried to be both logical AND proactive. The first thing I did was call the
match observer. I knew him from previous games last season and the season
before.
However, I wouldn’t say that we were kindred spirits, certainly not enough for
me to be able to drag him to one side at 1.15pm on Matchday and say “Just look
the other way mate if I’m giving free kicks and penalties and the ball starts to
move, there’s a good chap”.
My phone call was me trying to be proactive and let him know that I’d already
thought about potential issues and to try and gauge what his thoughts would be
on it. Luckily, he appreciated the call and admitted that he hadn’t thought about
that issue with ball movement and we talked through a few possible things that
could happen. He agreed on goal kicks and defensive free kicks being
“managed” with common sense but we also both agreed that we couldn’t adopt
that technique for big decisions like ceremonial free kicks and penalties. And
this is where he said “if it’s that bad, you’ll have to think about calling it off”.
Now, I’m thinking about a crowd of 1400+ people, a big pay day for the home
club, the away team travelling and possibly having to go home without a game
and come back again on a Tuesday night for a rearranged fixture – good luck to
me trying to “sell” that to both teams!!
So, here’s what I did – I set off from my house at 10.30am on that Saturday
morning and ensured I got to the ground at 11.50am. On the way down, I called
the home club secretary and asked him about the weather conditions and that
I’d like a club official and/or groundsman to meet me at the ground as early as
possible. I established that the away team had set off at 11am and were already
on their way, with a coach for the team and another coach for the supporters. I
also called the match observer on the way down, told him of my arrival time and
he said that he’d also set off early and get to me for 12.30pm to support me with
any decision I had to make, which was of course appreciated massively by myself.
The home club couldn’t have been more accommodating if they tried. Groundsman and Secretary met me, gave me some of their local knowledge on the
weather and we all established quickly that by securing the goals with extra
sandbags and doing the same to the corner flag bases, these items of pitch furniture wouldn’t cause an extra problem. I also made sure that I immediately
grabbed a match ball and went out onto the pitch in full view of anyone that was
watching to demonstrate and show my thought process to seeing if the ball
would move when it was set stationary. At 12noon it didn’t cause a problem and
I also had the good fortune of the away team Secretary also turning up early and
watching me do this.

I came back across to the side of the pitch, grabbed a cup of coffee and
spoke at length with both clubs’ officials and between us we all agreed
that common sense would prevail.
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By me being chatty and open about my concerns and possible management of
certain situations, I’d already managed to get both clubs’ “onside” with my
thought process and any decisions made later in the afternoon.
I did also say that I’d come back and talk more about my ARs appointed to the
game. I’d worked with neither previously so part of my phone call to both of them
in the week prior was to establish whereabouts they were actually travelling from.
The answer I received from them was the Isle of Wight!! Great for keeping costs
down but not great when the weather is crap and the only way off the island to
get to Worthing is initially by ferry!! Now, I’m no maritime expert but I do know
that strong winds and sea travel don’t go well together so I had another headache to think about here. Both ARs told me that the week before, all ferry crossings were cancelled on the Friday night and the same may well happen again
this week. Not ideal at all.
So I made a call to the FA and told them of the potential issue and perhaps they
could work on a Plan B for me if neither AR could get across. To the rescue as
well came our very own David Payne who’s CCL game was likely to be postponed early so I’d mentioned to him that he “may want to contact the FA with his
availability and put himself forward as first reserve”. Nice one Dave and thanks
again as this is exactly what he did.
I was in constant contact with both ARs throughout Friday night and Saturday
morning – luckily the sailings still ran and there were only minor delays/
cancellations, but I knew I had some David Payne back-up if needed!!
I kept this info in my back pocket and when one away team player started to
moan about the weather upon his arrival at the ground at 1pm, I told him that if
my ARs could get to the ground on a ferry from the IOW, then I don’t think playing a game of football in a bit of wind would be an issue!!
So, at the end of this rather long (but hopefully mildly interesting and thoughtprovoking story) you’ll be pleased to know that the game passed without a hitch,
the score was 0-1, a crowd of 1436 witnessed a decent game of football played
between two very good teams and I got 22 handshakes on the pitch and several
in the boardroom afterwards – even from the losing side – which is always a
good sign.
Mr Observer was also happy and praised me and my team for our proactive approach before and during the game.
Hopefully the learning for all of us is think outside of the box when it comes to
weather conditions and how they could affect your game AND always try and be
open with every stakeholder regarding your thought process and decision making.
I think I worked harder in the seven days before the game than during the
90mins itself – that was the easy bit!!
I really hope I don’t get any more bad wind any time soon…..

Andy
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Principal Matters From County RA Meeting
Held On 27.1.20.
♦

Numerous questions around new courses and refresher courses for
Society welfare officers. All to be followed up with Surrey FA.

♦

There is no available money in current Surrey FA budget to send
their Development Group to RA Development Weekend.

♦

No action by Surrey FA to set up course for Asst Refs and 4th officials appointed to County Cup Finals who lack experience of those
roles. Woking Society will be running a workshop at our meeting on
3rd March; this to be promoted at Surrey FA cup final officials meeting.

♦

Not known at present time whether existing number of courses for
new referees would continue. The FA claim Surrey has too many tutors! Revised course content is out for consultation/discussion with
RDOs.

♦

Major decision to promote RA by having flyers printed to get into club
dressing rooms, league handbooks etc. Details to include society
meeting nights, location, contacts. Costs to be borne by County RA.

♦

A player who assaulted a referee received a 10-year ban from all
football. Referee and his Society thought this was too lenient and
were surprised it wasn’t sine die instead. It was explained 10 years is
now the maximum ban under the law.

♦

Guidelines for videoing 10-12 year old players: all parents and both
clubs must agree. If referee spots videoing taking place and is unaware if it is agreed, he should remind managers of guidelines.

♦

Further reminder that if a referee gets charged with an offence by the
FA it is essential to seek help and advice from the RA ASAP, via Society, County RA or David Crick.

Brian Reader

Submitted by
Dave Lawton
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REFEREEING BY NUMBERS
When you decided to referee, did you realise that is was a numbers game.
Perhaps you did when swatting up the min and max of the Field of Play before
the exam. Rather than the size it’s the markings that sometimes cause difficulties. There used to be a ‘parky’ to put things right but with so many recs put out
to contract, there’s seldom anyone around. I’ve often found the penalty mark
missing. We all know it’s 12 yards from the goal line, so I tell the teams I’ll
pace it out if needed. If the one-yard corner arcs are missing?, no worry, but if
a flag post is less than 5 feet take it out and play without it, if necessary.
My only experience with the pitch size was the semi-final of a national cup with
the teams travelling long distances. At the last minute, with both teams on their
team coach the ground was declared unplayable. No mobile phones then but
another ground near bye was found. One team on arrival objected, saying it
was too narrow. A scan of competition rules showed the minimum width was
60 yards. Nothing to measure it by of course, so the referee, who had the
shortest legs, paced it out. “64 yards” he said.
Goals are easy, 8 yards wide and 8 feet high. It’s said that this was based on
the average hight of men in 1863. Don’t mention this to IFAB, as men have got
taller that may decide to enlarge the goals. That would upset the ladies, sorry
women, who have claimed they are too big already. #
Turning up to a ground in deepest Berkshire, the goals crossbars were both
sloping. Measured only by stretching to the tip of my fingers, at one end one
post was 8 feet six inches whilst at the other goal, one was 7 feet 6 inches.
Luckily the secretary, the team manager, the groundsman and the club linesman were there. All the same person of course. Begrudgingly, he fixed both
ends. I wonder what marks I got that Saturday?
What about the size, weight and pressure of the all-important ball? Although I
still carry a pressure gauge and pump, I’ve long since lost the piece of string
that I used to measure the circumference.
The minimum distance from the ball at kick-offs or free kicks, as everyone
knows,. if not observes, is 10 yards. That was about as much as we needed to
worry about opponents keeping their distance but now we have a variety of
distances.
For throw-ins. players must remain at least 2 yards from the point on the touch
line where the throw-in is to be taken (except it seldom is). Then there are the
new ones. At a free kick with a wall of three or more, opponents must remain
at least 1 yard away.. The lowest yet.
The original sizes and distances were all in imperial measurements and have
had to be converted to metric.. The yard is said to be the length of a Roman
gladiator’s stride. So how do you step out 9.15 metres? With 10 paces I guess.
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The next new one is interesting in that metric has to be converted to imperial. This
is when we restart play with a dropped ball. and all players, except the kicker, has
to be at least, 4 metres or 4.5 yards away.
Oh. I nearly forgot the timings but you know its 45
minutes each way, 15 minutes max for the half time
interval. There’s one new figure that might have
some bearing on this. Whilst a drinks break must
not exceed one minute, a ‘cooling’ break can be
from 90 seconds to 3 minutes. Another job for the
stopwatch.

My wife got 8 out of 10 on her driver's test--the other two guys managed to jump
out of her way.
There may be no excuse for laziness, but I'm still looking.
Women spend more time wondering what men are thinking than men spend
thinking.

AshTaxis
6 Seater Taxi
Airports , Docks, Social Functions

Competitive Prices
24 hours by appointment
Contact —Colin Barnett on
Tel.
01252 328957
Fax
01252 654811
Mob 07831 404 066
E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com
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Willy the ‘Red Card’ Referee
Willy the Observer
I had ‘tweaked’ my hamstring and I was not in a position to referee but being an
Observer this at least meant I would not miss my Saturday afternoon football involvement.
I looked to see if there were any local matches and I was fortunate enough there
was a match in the local park just around the corner from where I lived.
I decided to call the referee in question and the dialogue was something like this
–
Willy: Hi my name is Willy and I shall be observing you this coming Saturday. I
see you’re going from level 7 to 6. Have you had any observations yet? If so
how did it go?
Newly Qualified Referee: Hi there. Yes this will be my second observation. I
have only refereed about seventeen matches in total but I feel I am good
enough to be promoted. I received a copy of my first observation but I don’t
know if it was good or bad.
W: No problems email me a copy and I’ll have a read. Is it a league or cup
match this Saturday?
NQR: I don’t know. I didn’t ask.
W: If it’s a cup match is there extra time and penalties?
NQR: I don’t know I haven’t checked.
W: It’s a 2.00pm kick off at Oak Tree Park. What time do you intend arriving?
NQR: I have a match in the morning so hopefully I will arrive as soon as possible
after my first match.
W: I checked in the league hand book and noticed that both teams play in blue
shirts. Are one of the teams changing their tops?
NQR: I didn’t realize that. I didn’t check.
W: It’s important to make a good first impression with the players. A tidy appear
ance and clean boots.
NQR: I’ll give my boots a clean this week. Does it matter if I don’t have a county
badge on my top? The other Observer made a comment about that.
W: A county badge on your top is preferable but I won’t be marking you down if
you don’t. Do you have flags?
NQR: No I don’t but I don’t ask anyone to run a line for me. Will I be marked
down for that?
W: No, not from me but it would be preferable if you do have flags.
I arrived at the venue half an hour before the scheduled kick off. My plan was to
have a chat with the ref and to discuss his previous observation. I did request
for him to email the observation to me but he must have forgotten.
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I looked at my watch and five minutes before kick-off time and no sign of the
referee. Both teams knew me and they both asked me if I would referee the
match if the ref was a ‘no show’.
I thought to myself I usually hear from both of these teams ‘Oh you again’ and
now they seemed pleased to see me and were actually hoping that I could referee their match if the appointed referee was a ‘no-show!
The truth is one of the players would have to referee if the referee was a ‘noshow’ and as we all know NO player ever wants to do that!
Both teams were doing their usual pre match warm up exercises and the home
team manager was doing his best to persuade his substitute to referee the
match. I overheard him say to his manager ‘It’s hard enough to accept being the
substitute today and now I won’t be playing at all! As the substitute said this we
all watched a man on a bike cycling towards the pitch at great speed. He
shouted out ‘I’m here now, let’s get the match started’. He jumped off his bike,
run onto the pitch, blew his whistle and shouted ‘Captains’.
‘Wow, what a first impression’ I thought to myself. No pre match pitch inspection
and no boot and jewellery check. At least he had arrived in his kit albeit no
county badge and muddy boots!
The match kicked off on time but I was not impressed with his non pre match
checks. He was wearing short white socks which told me later ‘I forgot to pack
my black socks’. Despite all of these points none of these would affect his
markings from me today.
In fairness I took into account that he was a young and inexperienced referee.
He did produce his brand new flags but with no pre match preparation he did not
notice when the ‘assistants’ raised their flags.
To be honest this referee had applied for promotion too soon based on his performance today but hopefully if he takes on board my development points he will
only improve and be a better referee.

Willy ‘The Red Card ‘Ref
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From whistles to watches,
flags to record cards, shirts to
socks, Callum’s got the lot.
Help support the society and
make sure you give Callum a
call for all your refereeing needs
callumpeter@gmail.com

07951 425179

Price List
Score pads- £1.50
Referee cards set- £1.50
Referee cards- 50p each
Pump- £3.50
Pressure gage- £3.50
Pump needle- £1.50
Lanyards - £3
Flags- £4.50
Woking RA Polo Shirt - £12
Woking RA Hoodie - £18
Surrey FA badge- £4
Referee socks- £2.50
Various Donated Nike Referee Kit and Training Gear
(make me an offer)
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Referees Wanted
for the

Farnham & District Sunday
Veterans League

If you are interested
Please call
Colin on 01252 328 953
Or Linda on 01276 512 735

Advice on the prevention of
Stalking and Harassmentment
Hamish Brown MBE
Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector
UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to:
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com
Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com
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Adie Goes To Kent And Finds His Soapbox
Storm Dennis certainly took its toll of games this past Saturday with many
games postponed early with the park authorities taking the decision to close all
pitches as early as Thursday evening. I can fully appreciate their predicament
as the wind was likely to be an important factor. We also had some games
abandoned as the weather worsened later in the match. I just hope they will be
playable for this coming weekend as we need to get a lot of matches completed.
For the record I was not officiating on the 15th as the ‘long-haired General’ had
decided we needed to go down to Ashford Kent. It seems her late mother distributed keys like confetti so we had to collect them all and hand them over to
the Estate Agents. Things are moving along quite nicely on that score with the
Flat now under offer and contracts to be signed next week. Fingers crossed it
will go through without too many hitches. Our journey down to Kent was not too
bad but we paid a visit to an old school friend of Diane’s on the other side of
Canterbury. It was just getting dark on our return and I had to dodge some quite
large pieces of tree debris. As we were going to have an evening meal with
some other friends we departed Ashford around 9pm and I took the decision to
go all the way up the M25 and come off at Junction 10 to take the A3 South. I
would normally come off at Reigate Hill and come home through Dorking and
then Albury and Chilworth but with the experience of the Canterbury road I
thought better of it!!
An interesting fact of travelling to Kent over the past year or so. On occasions
when it looked like the ‘Brexit’ was going ahead, the authorities closed half of
the M20 to stack the trucks etc. Well, we have now had the Brexit decision and
there is currently no effect on traveling to Europe so one wonders exactly what
they thought they were up too!! On a similar issue I was reading how much HS2
is going to cost. I know this may sound political but would we not expect the
government to sort out the current infrastructure of your existing railways and
roads first? Of course, I am harping on again about the poxy pot holes that are
re-appearing and causing untold grief!!
I had an absolutely delightful game on the 1st of Feb officiating the Charterhouse V Corinthian Casuals School XI. Ably assisted by Bob Dick and Mac we
were treated to an outstanding game of football on one of the best pitches in the
County with a fantastic backdrop. Added to that we were invited in for some
nosh after the game. If only all our games were this good!!! Great to work with
Bob and Mac – what else could one ask for? Apparently this fixture has been a
tradition since 1883 so it was such an honour to part of history.
A huge congratulations to all you referees who have been awarded a County
Cup Final. I feel sure you will do us proud and I hope you enjoy your final.
If you are going for promotion in the 2020/21 season now is the time to let me
know so that I can start sorting out suitable games for you.
Keep up your availability to us Ref Secs.

Adie
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MURPHY’S MEANDERINGS
It was a first division Football League match in the eighties. I was running the left
back of the away team on the dug-out side of the pitch. With twenty minutes to
go a throw in was being taken by the home team’s current favourite player a few
yards into my half. I was level with the away team’s defence which stretched
across the pitch on the edge of the penalty area. The ball was played back to
the home player who immediately crossed it into the away team’s penalty area
as I looked across the line for offside and infringements.
A lot of shouting came from my left and I looked round to see an away player
with his head in his hands. Apparently, having crossed the ball the home player
had struck the away player as he closed him down. Away players were shouting
at the home player and other players were jostling each other. It seemed something of nothing and, after blowing his whistle to quieten things down, the referee
called me part way down the line to meet him. Standing away from everybody,
but in between me and them, with his back to them, he asked me what I had
seen. “Nothing,” I replied, “I can’t help you. I was looking across the line.” As I
spoke, he turned, glanced at the home player and nodded. Then looking at me
but pointing towards the home player, he asked, “You didn’t see him hit the
away player?” “No,” I said, “I didn’t see anything”. As I was speaking, he nodded
again, looking squarely at the home player as if making a decision and then
turning to me said, “I think he hit the away player. I’m going to send him off. That
OK with you.” “It’s your decision”, I replied He nodded again and, with a final
glance at me and then the player, he called the player to him and dismissed him.
The home team were outraged as they said their player had done nothing wrong
and the away player had play acted to get him sent off. That he had been sent
off everybody put down to me as the way the referee had behaved made it look
as if the player had been dismissed on my say so. I was totally to blame. The
last twenty minutes were a nightmare for me. It was a small ground with the
pitch very close to the crowd from whom I received constant abuse, some of it
quite nasty, as I ran up and down the line. The people in the dug-out took every
opportunity to have a go at me whenever I neared the dug-out, often abusively,
and the players didn’t miss a chance to make their feelings known to me when
they could.
I was fuming when we got back to the changing room and the atmosphere was
quite tense. However, I kept my thoughts to myself and it was a very quiet
dressing room. There was no further contact with the club and we didn’t hang
about afterwards. Although we left the ground together, I have to say I felt uncomfortable with some of the looks I got from people at the club but, there again,
it may have been my imagination.

Tony Murphy
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Vital Stages in Learning Process
There has for long been a way among teachers of looking at the learning-processes that they offer to their students which wisely blends together the theory
and the practice.
Seen from a learner's angle it goes something like this :♦
♦
♦

I hear and I forget;
I see and I remember;
I do and I understand.

If we apply this little idea to the education of Referees, some of it becomes
quickly apparent.
It would be fair to say that most of us find our ongoing 'instruction' as Referees
comes in our society meetings, where we listen to the words of wisdom of our
colleagues and our guest speakers. But that is where the first problems often
arise, I believe. When speakers are offering their knowledge for others in meetings, how often do you see the Referees present do anything except just listen?
It has long been a habit of mine to make the odd note at such times. Colleagues,
I'm sure, think it is just because I have a journalistic streak. It isn't. It is that I
want to remember certain things said.
With my notes, I can then successfully negotiate stage 2, 'I see and I remember'. By reading notes later I can recall the good points easily. This is not far removed from a Referee reading the good points made in writing by his Assessors. The wiser Referees in our Association often read through their past assessments. The less wise don't, I suspect.
In the third stage, the 'doing' leads to the 'understanding'. By trying out the good
ideas suggested by his Assessor...or the society's guest speaker...the matchofficial often starts to really understand what it is all about.
There is no doubt that the more thoroughly you approach the learning process,
the more likely you are to really understand the skills of refereeing. If you don't
believe me, just ask a few people who have become Assessors, for they will often tell you that after years as Referees they have now come across new ways
of look-ing at the art/science of refereeing.
REALLY UNDERSTANDING. That is what it is all about!

Ted Ring

*****************
This appeared in the Second Referees’ Digest June 1994. For those of you who
have never seen this, including me, it consists of articles that had appeared in
issues of the now defunct “The Football Referee.” Practical advice written for
referees by referees.
A copy was kindly sent to me by Tony Murphy with a whole bunch of cartoons,
both of which will undoubtedly appear in future editions of The Warbler …Mac
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Surrey Saturday Senior County Cup
Egham Town vs Frimley green.
Referee : Callum Peter . A/R Neil Keirs
Surrey U16 County Cup Semi FinalGuildford Saints Vs Aldershot Town Reds
A/R : Callum Peter
SPL U14’s finals in April and the SPL U17’s in May.
Referee /A/R Gary Mathews
Veterans County Cup 3rd Round
Hambledon Vets v Old Wimbledonian Vets
Referee : Stephen Brown

2nd March
6th April

Society Meeting and AGM - Lee Markwick
`

Society Meeting - David Phillips

4th May

Society Meeting - TBA

22nd May

Eve of Final Rally - AF Bentley Priory Museum,
Mansion House Drive, Stanmore, HA7 3HT.

4th / 5th July

Development Weekend - De Vere Staverton

You Must Be Joking
Give me ambiguity or give me something else.
Is it wrong that only one company makes the game Monopoly?
Women sometimes make fools of men, but most guys are the do-it-yourself type.
I was going to give him a nasty look, but he already had one.
Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.
The grass may be greener on the other side but at least you don't have to mow it.
If at first you don't succeed, skydiving is not for you.
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WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
www.TheFA.com

Wembley Stadium, Wembley, London HA9 0WS
0800 169 1863

FA Refereeing Department
National Managers
“name”@theFA.com

Neale Barry ; Head of Senior Referee Development

Surrey County Football Association
www.surreyfa.com

Meadowbank Football Ground, Mill Lane, Dorking
Surrey, RH4 1DX 01372 384190

Referee Development Officer

Tim Lawrence

The Referees’ Association
www.the-ra.org
contact@the-ra.org
Tel 024 7642 0360

1c Bagshaw Close
Ryton on Dunsmore
Warwickshire
CV8 3EX

Surrey County Referees Association
Honorary Secretary

Brian Reader 01483 480651
ramblingref@gmail.com

Guildford & Woking Alliance League
Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Surrey County Intermediate League
(Western) Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Suburban League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Dave Goater
dave.gosubrefs@outlook.com

Combined Counties League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Philip Nash 07951 415046
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk

Southern Youth League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Nick Clark

Camberley & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m),
richard@harris-net.co.uk

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Bob Dick 07803 007233
bobmdick@btinternet..com

Farnham & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Colin Barnett 01252 328953
cbarnett5978184@aol.com

01372 387094

Surrey Elite Intermediate Football League Richard Brum 07956 185602
richard.brum@sky.com
Referees’ Secretary
Surrey Youth League
Referees’ Secretary

referees@wsyl.org.uk

Surrey Primary League
Referees Secretary

Tim Wilson / Mo Sher
referees@surreyprimaryleague.com

Middlesex County FA
Www.middlesexFA.com

39/41 Roxborough Rd Harrow,
Middlesex, HA1 1NS 0208 515 1919

Hampshire County FA
Www.hampshireFA.com

Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF 01256 853000

Berks and Bucks County FA
Www.berksandbucksFA.com
London FA
Www.londonFA.com

1, Kimber Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1SG
Tel: 01235 558450
11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sulivan Rd Fulham
London SW6 3DU 0870 774 3010

