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Next month’s meeting  will be on Monday 4th April  

The deadline for the April Warbler is 
Friday 25th March 2022 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the  
Society or its’  Committee  

 
 
 
 
 
 

               Agenda  
 
    8pm Chairman’s Welcome 
 

 50 Year RA Awards Presentation. 
 

Annual General Meeting 
( see agenda on page 7) 

 
Centenary Club Raffle 

 
     What Would You Do ?  
 

10pm Close  

 
 
 
 

Meadow Sports Football Club 
Loop Rd Playing Fields, Loop Rd, Kingfield, 

Woking 
Surrey GU22 9BQ 
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Welcome to March’s Warbler everyone, 
hope you’re all keeping well. 
 
What a meeting we had last month with 
over 40 members attending Meadow 
Sports Club to listen to our guest speaker, 
Jim de Rennes. 
As many of you will know, Jim’s uncanny 
ability to present to a room is unrivalled 
and we were, yet again, treated to over an 
hour of brilliant and thought-provoking 
content from Jim regarding “Managing the 
Managers’ Mouths’” (for those of you who 
did come along, I hope you will appreciate 
my use of apostrophes’ there as well?!!) 
 
What was also so pleasing to see was several new members of all ages joining 
us in person for the first time. To all of you, a MASSIVE thank you and we hope 
to continue seeing you for the reminder of this season and into next and beyond 
– you are the future of this fantastic society. 
 
Our next meeting is on Monday 7th March and this one will be our AGM (which 
won’t take long at all so don’t worry!!) followed by yours truly (sorry…) present-
ing to you all on something that I’m working on currently which I hope will be 
both fun and interactive…..I was making several notes to try and be half as good 
as Jim de Rennes � 
 
With it being the AGM, I really want to stress the importance of as many mem-
bers attending as possible. We are fortunate to have a vibrant and positive soci-
ety BUT this can only continue if YOU the members continue to support it. 
 
And with the above in mind, I hope you will allow me a few sentences (more 
likely paragraphs…!!) about the last three years. Many of you will know that I will 
be standing down as your chairman at the AGM after my three-year stint as per 
the society rules. To have been voted in three years ago was a massive honour 
and privilege and one that I have never taken lightly. The society has such a 
positive name, not just across Surrey but also the country and to be put in 
charge of such a wonderful ship has meant the absolute world to me. 
 
I think you all know just how passionate I am about refereeing and supporting/
developing our membership and county-wide officials wherever I can. I hope that 
over the last 36 months, despite the challenges we have faced from the Pan-
demic, I have steered this ship away from rocky ground and into the wide-open 
spaces of the ocean, in readiness for the next incumbent to shape the society in 
a way they see fit? 
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I want to pay special tribute to the Committee who have put up with me and my 
funny/weird/unusual (delete as appropriate) ways and have given me their un-
wavering support in doing what we can to continue to move the society forward 
– it’s been brilliant, and I thank you for your commitment and passion as volun-
teers. 
 
As part of that committee, there are three people that deserve a special mention 
– Mac McBirnie, Bryan Jackson and Vince Penfold. Let me tell you all now, if it 
wasn’t for the work that you DON’T see or hear about that these guys do behind 
the scenes then your society wouldn’t be in the positive place it is today. These 
three have made me look decent/good/brilliant (delete as appropriate) but all 
the plaudits should really go to them, I have just tried to be the glue that brings it 
all together. So, to Mac, Jacko and Hero – thank you for everything. 
 
And finally, to you the members. I said at the beginning it’s been an honour and 
a privilege to serve as your chairman and I just want to say that again to make 
sure you all know I mean it!! From the bottom of my heart, thank you for taking 
this northerner under your wing back in 2012 and then for allowing me to be-
come your chairman. 
 
The way you have supported and got behind the society and our various initia-
tives have blown me away – as an example, during the first Lockdown where 
we couldn’t meet in person so decided to trial our meetings via Zoom and to see 
over 55 people attending on certain months was unbelievable. 
 
The way you interact at meetings at Meadow Sports and make sure that the 
evenings are always lively, fun but also educational – I can safely say that each 
and every meeting I think someone somewhere in the room goes away having 
learnt something, me included – that’s what this society is all about and it’s 
been truly brilliant to lead it. 
 
Now it’s time for you all to get behind our Chairman-elect, Jonty Bolland. I ap-
proached Jonty back in the summer of last year to “tap him up” to see if he’d be 
interested and when he said “yes” I was so happy. This guy will now be able to 
take the society forward over the next few years with fresh vision, ways of work-
ing and with massive credibility. 
 
I hope as many of you as possible will 
come along to March’s meeting to show 
Jonty your support and to give him the 
same support and enthusiasm that you 
have afforded me. Your society is cer-
tainly in safe hands. 
 
Thank you all again, it’s been an honour. 
Signing off…. 
 

Andy 
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2021/22 Membership 

Current 

77 Full Members 

12 Friends 

2 Affiliate Members 

 

The winners of the February Draw 
 

 
 

Brian Reader 

2022 Current Status  

General £2,378.00 

Supplies £158.75 

Centenary Fund £2044.79 

Total £4,581.54 

  

Centenary club Target £5,000.00 

Centenary club amount 
 raised 

£2044.79 

Still to be raised £2955.21 

eral£2,378.00Supplies£158.75Cent

Numbers in draw monthly prize fund 1st 2nd

up to 75 up to £75 £40 £20 up to £15

76 - 80 £76 - £80 £40 £20 £10 up to £10

81 - 90 £81 - £90 £45 £20 up to £15 up to £10

91 - 100 £91 - £100 £45 £20 £15 up to £10 up to £10

101 - 110 £101 - £110 £45 £20 £15 £10 up to £10 up to £10

annual draw

up to 75 up to £225 £80 £40 £25 £20 £20 up to £20 up to £20

76 - 80 £226 - £240 £80 £40 £25 £25 £25 up to £25 up to £20

81 - 90 £241 - £270 £80 £40 £25 £25 £25 £25 up to £25 up to £25

91 - 100 £271 - £300 £80 £40 £30 £25 £25 £25 £25 up to £25 up to £25

101 - 110 £301 - £330 £80 £40 £30 £30 £25 £25 £25 £25 up to £25 up to £25

8th 9th 10th3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th

Following the success of the Centenary Club the committee have decided to 
change the prize structure. At the moment there are only 2 prizes which share 
the prize fund. Going forward the minimum number of prizes will be 3 with the 
top 2 prizes being slightly smaller than the current amounts the difference going 
to form a 3rd prize. If more members to purchase numbers (currently 73 are in 
the draw) the prize fund will increase and that will allow us to increase the num-
ber of prizes. 
The annual draw in 2021 had 4 prizes, going forward this will be a minimum of 
7. . Please see the table below 

Jacko  

Kaybeetee
Typewritten Text
Dan Skilton
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8.15 pm Chairman Opens the AGM – Andy 
 

Apologies for Absence – Mac/ Floor 
 

Review of 93nd AGM Minutes – Mac 
 

Matters Arising  -  All 
 

Officers Annual Reports – 
 

Chairman – Andy 
 

Secretary – Mac 
 

Membership,  Accounts and Subscriptions– Bryan 
Subscriptions Rule and Rates Change 2022/23 

 
Training – Gareth 

 
Supplies – Carl  

 
Warbler - Mac 

 
Welfare  - Jackie.  

 
Chairman’s Thanks to the Committee  

 
Elections of Officers and Committee – 

As Listed in the Warbler 
 

A.O.B 
 

Anything from the floor or committee 
 

Close of AGM by the Chairman 
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Position 
Current Role 
Holder 

Nomination Re-
ceived for Nominated by Seconded by 

Election 
required 

Chairman: Andy Bennett Jonty Bolland Andy Bennett Mac McBirnie No 

Vice Chairman: 
Colin Barnett Colin Barnett Andy Bennett Mac McBirnie No 

Secretary: Mac McBirnie David Pilling Mac McBirnie Bryan Jackson No 

Treasurer & Mem-
bership: Bryan Jackson Bryan Jackson Mac McBirnie Andy Bennett No 

Asst Secretary & 
Minutes: Vacant Daniel Skilton Mac McBirnie Bryan Jackson No 

Training Officer: 
Gareth 
Heighes Gareth Heighes Andy Bennett Mac McBirnie No 

Magazine Editor: 
Anthony 
McBirnie 

Anthony 
McBirnie Andy Bennett Bryan Jackson No 

Supplies Officer: Carl Jones Carl Jones Mac McBirnie Bryan Jackson No 

County RA Dele-
gate: Brian Reader Brian Reader Bryan Jackson Mac McBirnie No 

Tony 
Loveridge Tony Loveridge Bryan Jackson Mac McBirnie No 

Committee Mem-
bers: Chris Busby Jackie Bisley Andy Bennett Mac McBirnie No 

  Martin Read Martin Read Andy Bennett Mac McBirnie No 

  Paul Saunders Paul Saunders Andy Bennett Mac McBirnie No 

  Will Siegmund Dean Banks Andy Bennett Mac McBirnie No 

  Callum Peter Callum Peter Andy Bennett Mac McBirnie No 

  Jonty Bolland Andy Bennett Jonty Bolland Mac McBirnie No 

 

 
2021/22 2022/23 Increase 

FULL MEMBER - OVER 18 –Printed Warbler 
(INCLUDES Paper copy of Society Magazine, RA SUBSCRIP-

TION  + PA INSURANCE)  

£30.00 £36.00 + £6.00 

FULL MEMBER - OVER 18 –Electronic Warbler 
(INCLUDES pdf copy of Society Magazine sent by email,  RA SUB-

SCRIPTION  + PA INSURANCE)  

£16.00 £20.00 + £4.00 

FULL MEMBER – UNDER 18 – Printed Warbler 
(INCLUDES  Paper copy of Society Magazine, RA SUBSCRIP-

TION  + PA INSURANCE)  

£24.00 £30.00 + £6.00 

FULL MEMBER – UNDER 18 – Electronic Warbler 
(INCLUDES  pdf copy of Society Magazine sent by email, RA SUB-

SCRIPTION  + PA INSURANCE)  

£10.00 £14.00 + £4.00 

AFFILIATE MEMBER 
(i.e. Full Member of another Referees Society) 

£14.00 £14.00 £0.00 

FRIEND OF WOKING SOCIETY £14.00 £16.00 + £2.00 

Proposed Subscription Changes  
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I passed my refereeing course in December 
2009 back home in Somerset, aged 14, and  
moved to refereeing adult football at 16.  
 
I was promoted to level 6 and then moved to 
Surrey  to attend university at Royal Holloway in 
2013. 
 
I refereed on the Surrey Elite and Intermediate 
leagues, eventually getting promoted to level 4 
in the summer of 2015.  
I was promoted to level 3 in 2018 and I am now 
in my third season. I’m also an assistant referee 
on the National League.  
 
Away from football, I work in a consultancy firm during the week where I Lead a 
small team.  
 
Hobbies include trail/ultra running  -  I knocked off a couple of 50 mile runs this 
year  - and cycling.  
 

Jonty 
 

Subscription Rule Change  
  Existing  
 

4.2 Subscriptions shall be effective from and be due on 1st April each year or 

such other date as may be determined. 

4.3 Subscriptions not paid by 31st May shall be deemed lapsed and the Soci-

ety will cease to send further copies of the Society magazine after the 

August edition.   

Proposed  

4.2 Subscriptions shall be effective from and be due on 1st June each year or 

such other date as may be determined. 

4.3 Subscriptions not paid by 30th September shall be deemed lapsed and 

the Society will cease to send further copies of the Society magazine af-

ter the October edition.   
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Woking Referees Society 
Minutes of the 93rd AGM   Monday 1st March 2021 

Held via Zoom  
 

Opened:   Meeting opened at 8pm  by Chairman Andy Bennett 
Apologies for Absence;  Derek Laing , Dave Cooper, Will Siegmund 
 

Review of the minutes of 92nd AGM 2020  
As printed in the March 2021 Warbler 
A true record of the meeting with no matters arising  
Proposed : Pat Bakhuizen 
Seconded : Bryan Jackson 
 
Officers Annual Reports 
 
Chairman : Andy Bennett 
2021 has been an unprecedented and challenging year for us all, both personally 
and in the world of football. 
 
However, Woking Referees’ Society has shown an amazing fortitude through it’s 
Committee and membership in being able to function almost “normally”. 
 
The society only missed one planned meeting (April 2020) due to Covid and by 
the following month, we had diversified and modernised our approach to ensure 
our membership continued to be catered for via the medium of “virtual” Zoom 
meetings. 
I think that all these meetings have been a great success, both in terms of content 
and attendance from the membership – I thank you all for getting behind this and 
making the meetings what they are which is fun, interactive, and thought-
provoking. 
 
The only downside to these virtual meetings is not being able to be together in 
person, with our friends and colleagues and not being able to see and support 
Richard Adamson at Meadow Sports Football Club – I sincerely hope that we’ll be 
able to get back to our old ways and see Richard again soon. 
 
There were many positives in 2020 despite the Covid pandemic. Our Christmas 
Do was held virtually and gave Martin Read a well-earned year off!! 
What was put together by Vince Penfold & Pat Bakhuizen was nothing short of 
phenomenal and I know how much all that attended enjoyed the evening – thank 
you to both for their hard work on the evening. 
 
It would be remiss of me not to mention the passing of Roy Butler late in 2020 af-
ter 50yrs of referee service. He will be sadly missed as will all other Surrey County 
FA referees who sadly departed us last year. 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity as well to thank my/your wonderful Committee. It is 
not a coincidence that you belong to the most vibrant and dynamic society within 
Surrey and the hard work that goes on behind the scenes is second to none. I’d 
like to particularly acknowledge the work Mac McBirnie and Bryan Jackson who 
make my job especially easy – without these two guys I really do believe our Soci-
ety would be a much poorer operation. Thank you again. 
 
.  
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One member of your Committee who will be stepping down is Pat Bakhuizen – I 
think you’re all aware now that Pat and Sally are moving away from Surrey and 
relocating to Aberdeenshire. The work that Pat has done for this Society (and the 
County RA) and the way he has made sure we continue to be at the forefront of 
everything that is accomplished in refereeing in Surrey is hard to put into words – 
all I can offer is our sincerest thanks and gratitude and wish them both every 
happiness and good health in their new lives over the border. 
 
Another massive thank you that I want to offer is to our President, Vince Penfold. 
It is hard to describe how one phone call to Vince whenever I have a query, or an 
issue will ALWAYS make things better. His wise words and knowledge ensure 
that all decisions we make as a Committee and a Society are sound ones – we 
are very lucky to have a figurehead like him. Thank you from us all Vince. 
I continue to see the role of Chairman of Woking Referees Society as a huge 
honour and privilege and I assure you that I’ll continue to work hard for you, the 
membership, for the next year. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Secretary  . Mac McBirnie 
Month Meetings 
March AGM 2020 was the last actual meeting before Lockdown.  
The April meeting was cancelled but we resumed meetings via Zoom from May 
Average attendance over the year was 27 with Tim Robinson attracting 39 in Au-
gust and Dave Phillips 27 in February. 
The Christmas Dinner was replaced by a virtual Christmas party which was 
very well organised by Pat Bakhuizen and Vince Penfold.  
County Cup Finals 2020 
14 Members were appointed to County Cup Finals, but most games were can-
celled due to the outbreak of Covid 19. One game that went ahead was the Girls 
U14s where Society members Ellie Monday, Jacqueline Bisley and Eliza Bisley 
were the match officials. 
The Chairman’s Cup was awarded to Martin Read in recognition of his hard 
work organising the Christmas Dinner for the past 6 years 
The Dennis Wells Trophy for the Young Referee of the year was awarded to 
Eliza Bisley. 
October saw the sad passing of Roy Butler, who had just completed 50 years of 
refereeing. He is a sad loss to the Society and the Surrey refereeing community.  
 
Treasurer  : Bryan Jackson 
Detailed accounts were printed in the March Warbler. Bryan Jackson thanks Ken 
Chivers for once again auditing the accounts 
Key Points  
 End of Year Accounts 2020  
The Society Accounts, have been independently examined and show a loss for 
2020 of £260.29, which is larger than our loss of £39.64 in 2019.  
They do, however, continue to show that the society is in a healthy financial posi-
tion, with total net assets of £2569.34.  
The committee have also confirmed that in response to the Covid situation and 
lack of games being played and match fees received that the society will be re-
ducing the cost of subscriptions for one season only (2021/2022).  
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This needs ratification by members at the AGM.  
Just to pick out some points from the accounts:  
• Subscription income and expenditure has reduced by £368 and £210 as the 
amount of the subscription used to cover the cost the Warbler is not included 
in the 2020 income figure and also due to the reduction in members.  

• Net Warbler expenditure has increased by £74.05 due to bulk purchase of 
stamps, this expenditure would have been larger if the payment made by 
members that receive printed copies had not been used to offset the printing 
costs.  

• There is no raffle profit due to the absence of monthly meetings.  

• Speaker expenses are down due to the fact that we have not had any meet-
ings since March 2020  

• There were no web site costs during 2020  

• The bad debt refers to the cost of the meal for 1 member from the 2019 din-
ner that failed to attend and despite several reminders did not pay. This mem-
ber has subsequently not renewed their subscription.  

• The Centenary fund has increased by £538.53 this is mainly from donations 
received from members. As we are launching our Centenary Club at the March 
meeting the fund should increase year on year to help with costs of our cen-
tenary in 2027  
All of the expenditure was approved by the committee. 
 
Subscriptions 
It was proposed that the subscriptions should be reduced by £9 to £16 for full 
members and £10 for Junior members, For one year only. This is due to the 
lack of games last year because of Covid.  
Members who wish to receive a printed copy of the warbler will be asked to 
increase their additional subscriptions from £11 to £14. This is to help cover 
the costs of printing and postage which actually amount to £17 per member.  
Accounts and Subscriptions  
Proposed  : Bryan Jackson  
Seconded : Brian Reader 
 
Membership numbers at 31st December 2020  
70 Full Members (7 are free members under the RA new referee scheme)  
10 Friends  
3 Affiliate 
This is a net decrease of 15 full members from 2019, made up of 11 new refe-
rees (free members) and 4 paying members.  
No new referees have been trained since January 2020 which has resulted no 
new members joining the society from this source. 
 
Training : Pat Bakhuizen 
Pat Bakhuizen informed the meeting  that no new referees’ courses had been 
run in the last 12 months due to lockdown. But thanked those members who 
attended the Zoom Academy sessions each month.  
A new referees’ course is planned by the SFA later in March, circumstances 
permitting.  Pat explained that a new revised course is being planned which is 
considerably reduced in time to just one evening plus one whole day, although 
delegates must complete an online module first.  
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Supplies: Gareth Heighes 
There were very As well the usual match record pads, whistle flags etc there is 
an abundance of used kit which may have to be donated to a charity. 
 
Warbler:  Mac McBirnie 
Mac thanked advertisers (Hamish, Colin and Bruce) whose contributions help 
cover the costs. Also to Red Eye printers for their outstanding service, who of-
ten print copies the same day.  I would also like to  thank those who have pro-
vided copy and articles etc over the year, including The Chiltern Referee maga-
zine, Tony Murphy, Adie Freeman, Keith “red card” Hiller, Dick Sawden Smith 
from Reading RA. and Jim De Rennes from Kingston Society and Brian 
Reader.   
More articles and particularly match incidents from members would be wel-
come 
 
Chairman: 
Committee thanked by the floor 
Committee stepped down 
Chairman steps down.  
 
President:  Vince Penfold. 
Vince thanked Andy as Chairman whose hard work, dedication and drive has 
ensured that Woking is probably the strongest and most vibrant Referees’ Soci-
ety in Surrey. Helped in no small part by a strong and supportive committee. 
 
Vince also thanked Pat Bakhiuzen who is relocating to Scotland for all his hard 
work and support of the Society over the last 10 years including his tenure as 
Chairman and lately Training Officer. His input and presence will be sorely 
missed but we look forward to hearing about his new venture north of the bor-
der. 
Vince then mentioned the sad and unexpected passing of Roy Butler and that a 
number of members had attended his funeral and had been subjected to a mix 
of sunshine and pouring rain.  
 
Elections 
The nominations for the Chairman. Officers and Committee members as de-
tailed in the Warbler was voted in en bloc.  With Past Bakhuizen standing 
down, one new committee member is Carl Jones who will take over as Sup-
plies Officer from Gareth Heighes who in turn will take over from Pat Bakhuizen 
as Training Officer.  
 
Life Vice President 
The committee proposed that Pat Bakhuizen be appointed as a Life Vice Presi-
dent  
This was carried unanimously 
 
AOB 
Brian Reader commented that it was a shame that the committee was all male. 
It was agreed that a more diverse committee would be beneficial. 
 
Andy closed the AGM at 8.35pm  
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End of Year Accounts 2021 
 
The Society Accounts, have been independently examined and show a small 
profit for 2021 of £18.52, compared to a loss of £260.29 in 2020.  
They continue to show that the society is in a healthy financial position, with to-
tal net assets of £2587.86.  
The committee have also confirmed that following our response to the Covid 
situation over the past 2 years and subscription reduction for 2021/22, we will 
only be increasing the subscription rates by a smaller amount than is necessary 
to return to the level that was paid in 2020/21. The full details of the proposed 
new rates will be circulated separately before the AGM. This will need ratifica-
tion by members at the AGM. 
Just to pick out some points from the accounts: 

♦ As a result of the reduced subscription rates, subscription income re-

duced by £182. Subscription expenditure to the national RA reduced 

slightly by £20.  

♦ Net Warbler expenditure has decreased by £49.06 due to fewer copies 

being printed and posted. We are looking to reduce this further in 

2022. 

♦ There is no raffle profit, as a sum of £223.79 (the total of monies 

raised by raffles during 2021) was transferred to the centenary fund 

before the year end. 

♦ Speaker expenses are down again as we did not use many outside 

speakers during 2021, this will increase in 2022. 

The Centenary fund has increased by £1072.79 mainly coming from the 

monthly centenary club draw, the Euro sweepstake in July and the raffle 

profits.  

All of the expenditure was approved by the committee. 
 
Membership numbers at 31st December 2021  
73 Full Members  
12 Friends 
2 Affiliate members 
This is a net increase of 3 full members from 2020, we lost 7 free members 
(new referees from early 2020) but picked up 10 new members, which included 
4 from recent referee courses and chose to join the society. 
New referees are now trained by Surrey FA and have to apply to Referees So-
cieties if they wish to join. 
If anyone has any questions please email me and I will answer and provide that 
answer to all members and at the AGM. 
Finally, my thanks again to Ken Chivers for his prompt turnaround of the ac-
counts. 
 

Bryan Jackson 
Hon Treasurer / Membership Secretary 
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2022 
 
7th March   Society AGM  
 
4th April   Society Meeting :   David Crick    
 
9th May    Society Meeting  : Craig Hicks  

FA Vase 5th Round 

 

        Surrey County Cup Finals 

BBFA Cup Final 
Women’s Junior Cup 
A/R  David Pilling 
 
Surrey Junior Cup 
Horsley FC v RC Old Boys  
Referee : Stephen Brown  
 

  Request 
Charlotte Pilling is currently writing a project for her medical science course work 
and is compiling a questionnaire which she would like to send to members to 
complete. Her project is about attitudes towards the flu jab, the result of which 
will ultimately define her grades and Charlotte is hopeful that we can help her 
out in this regard.  

Southall v Stansfield 
A/R : Steven Hawks 

Hamworthy v Tunbridge Wells 
A/R Stephen Matthews 

Premier Cup 
Referee : Pat Nixon 
A/R1 : Stephen Brown 
A/R2 :Gareth Heighes 

Saturday Intermediate Cup 
A/R1 : Dan Skilton 
A/R2 : Nick Arbuckle 

Sunday Intermediate Cup  
Referee : Declan Wyatt 
4th Official : Will Smithard 
Observer : Richard Hailstone 

Saturday Junior Cup  
A/R : Paul Gorringe  

U16  Cup  
4th Official : Dean Banks  

Girls’ U14s Cup 
Referee : Eliza Bisley 
4th Official : Jackie Bisley 
Referee Support : Bruce McLaren 
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Woking Referees’ Society AGM 2022 
 
Secretary’s and Warbler Report 
 
Monthly meetings 
March. Held via Zoom. Following the AGM 29 members and guests welcomed 
Sally Lockyer, CEO Surrey FA and Brent Pettit, RDO to the meeting. They 
gave  a presentation on Surrey FA’s vision of refereeing in Surrey. 
 
April  Held via Zoom, 40 members were treated to a fascinating talk from 
Bobby Madley. 
 
May Held via Zoom . 28 members were in attendance to hear a presentation 
by Stuart Carrington a sports psychologist, about dealing with conflict.  
 
August. First meeting back at Meadow Sports.  Gareth Heighes gave 20 
members a run down of the latest Law amendments and  was awarded the 
Chairman’s Cup for his outstanding work as training officer for the Society. 
We also paid our respects to Ron “Rocket” Clarkson, who had sadly passed 
away in July. 
 
September. Due to the ceiling collapsing at the Meadow Sports clubhouse we 
had to switch to Zoom at the last minute to hear Jonty talk about the impor-
tance of  “presence” on the FOP. 35 members were in attendance. 
 
October. 29 members were in attendance to listen to our Patron and ex RDO  
Tim Lawrence explain the importance of Positioning and Movement. 
 
November.  We were pleased to welcome SG2 referee and Friend of the Soci-
ety Tim Robinson back to Woking. 40 members listened to Tim’s talk on 
Achieving Success through High Performance. Dave Cooper was presented 
with a bottle of wine to celebrate 50 years as a member of the RA. 
 
December. Society Christmas Dinner.  30 members and their guests en-
joyed an excellent meal along with a mega raffle and sing song at Sutton 
Green Golf Club. 
 
January. Steve Worsley made his annual pilgrimage to Woking where 25 
Members enjoyed his interactive presentation on “Now What?”  
 
February. 40 members and guests turned out to welcome Friend of the Soci-
ety Jim de Rennes back to Woking. His talk on “managing the manager’s 
mouths” delivered in Jim’s unique and highly entertaining style went down a 
storm. 
 
Overall the average attendance over the year was 35  
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Congratulations to our long standing member Tony 
Loveridge who will be receiving a prestigious Brit-
ish Citizen Award (BCA). 
 
This award is for exceptional individuals who have 
made a positive impact on their communities in the 
UK. It acknowledges Tony’s over 5 decades of vol-
untary work for the Sea Cadets, as well as 35 
years of service with the Royal British Legion.  
 
Tony said “I’m well chuffed with the award. I can 
remember when I first joined the sea cadets in No-
vember 1959.” 
 
Tony has also been a referee and a member of the Referees’ Association since 
1968, initially at Kingston RS and then with Woking, where he has represented the 
Society at County RA. 
 He should also be receiving his 50 Year RA membership award  shortly. 
 
From everyone at Woking Referees’ Society a massive congratulations to you.  
  

Dean 
 

Due to the lack of games and county cup finals during the 2020/21 season the 
Denis Wells Shield for the Young Referee of the Year was not awarded in 2021. 
  
After five years as your Secretary I've decided to stand down and I’m delighted to 
report that David Pilling and Dan Skilton have both offered their services and will 
be taking on the role jointly. I’m sure they will do a stirling job and thank  them for 
their generous offer.  
 
I shall however, continue as editor of the Warbler.  
 

Mac  
     *************************** 
The Warbler  
 
I would like to thank advertisers (Hamish and Colin) whose contributions help 
cover the costs. Also  Red Eye printers for their outstanding service, who often 
print copies the same day.  I would also like to  thank those who have provided 
copy and articles etc over the year, including The Chiltern Referee magazine, 
Tony Murphy, Adie Freeman, Keith “red card” Hiller, Dick Sawden Smith from 
Reading RA. and Jim De Rennes from Kingston Society. Also Brian Reader.  
And Tim Lawrence and anyone else I’ve missed who has sent me contributions.  
 
Suitable articles and particularly match incidents from members are always wel-
come. 
 

Mac  
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Andy opened the February meeting and welcomed our 
guest speaker Jim de Rennes from Kingston Society and 
Friend of Woking RS, along with 40 members and guests. 
Apologies had been received from Richard Hailstone, 
Garteh Heighes, Vince Penfold, Eliza Bisley, Pat Nixon.  
 
Jim’s talk was entitled “Managing the Managers’ Mouths.”  
(note the apostrophe!)  
Jim pointed out an article in the Non League Paper which 
claimed that there had been 23 dismissals and 41 cau-
tions from the technical area this season. He also high-
lighted the letter in the February Warbler from disgruntled 
residents within earshot of Sheerwater FC’s ground.  
 
He asked us to consider under what circumstances would we as an Assistants 
Referees draw the attention of the referee to the behaviour of the technical area. 
He talked about the “prevailing culture” and how the F word has more or less re-
placed the more mild “bloody” and how difficult it can be for officials of a certain 
generation are much less accepting of the change in attitudes and language. But 
all agree that personal abuse and the use of “cheat” was probably the most in-
sulting. Other considerations were the pre match referees instructions although 
Jim felt the often used expression  “we all have our own tolerance levels” was 
not very helpful.  
 
Jim then asked us what we do differently as a referee to control the benches 
(and players) on a local park verses on a supply league game.?  
All agreed that we should be far less tolerant of abusive or offensive language on 
a local park where other nearby park users and children could inadvertently be in 
earshot. A slightly more relaxed view could perhaps be taken in an enclosed 
ground where spectators have chosen to be in attendance.  However as in the 
aforementioned letter received from Sheerwater residents, there is still a limit as 
to what should or shouldn’t be accepted.  
 
The Laws  of the Game aren't really very helpful in 
this regard either, but as Jim revealed in his one 
and only visual aid, it is important that we “Keep 
Calm and Carry On “ and  uphold the laws to the 
benefit of all participants.  
 
Andy thanked Jim for his highly entertaining and 
insightful presentation and please would he return 
next year. 
 
Quote  
“ I don’t know what I’m thinking until I’ve heard what 
I’ve said”   Jim de Rennes Feb 2022  
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It’s a Family Affair  

Proud Mum Jackie Bisley, our Welfare Officer, along with her daughter Eliza and 
son Archie, in the middle (both in the picture and on the FOP)  for his first game 
for SCWGL U13s at Elstead.  Jackie says “ The boy did good for his first game 
with offsides and the A/Rs weren’t bad either. It’s credit to Gareth Heighes for 
the quality of his teaching that meant he could officiate at such a good standard 
today. Hopefully it’s not the last time this team of 3 get to work together.” 
 #proudmum.   

After a short break the Centenary Club numbers were drawn ,the winners being 
Dean Banks and Brian Reader, followed by the evenings raffle.  
Andy then showed a video clip of an incident in a recent FA Cup game Liverpool 
v Cardiff. A foul by the Liverpool keeper on a Cardiff forward, when well outside 
his penalty area. The Referee, Andy Madley, gave  yellow card to the keeper, but 
should it have been red was the question? The room was split almost half and 
half, with Andy questioning why they had reached that conclusion. It was an fasci-
nating debate and summed up that all important part of the Laws of the Game “ In 
the opinion of the referee”  
 
Society Business. Tony Loveridge informed the meeting of the recent appoint-
ment of Craig Hicks as Surrey FA’s RDO, who will be our guest speaker in May, 
and also of SFA’s new Chairman Alex Warner.  
Mac McBirnie reminded the meeting he had the referee badges for any newly 
qualified referees who had completed their first 5 games.  
Andy asked if as many members as possible could support the March meeting as 
it was the AGM and it was his time to stand down as Chairman. He closed the 
meeting at 10pm 
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Andy & Mac  

Great meeting last night with Jim De Rennes. 

As you come to the end of your term I must say it's thanks to you both that 

Woking R.A. has become even stronger. It must be like a full time job at 

times ! 

I joined Woking R.A on my return to England in 1996 and it was al-

ways strong but you chaps have kept most of our older members plus added 

(as seen last night) a lot of newer young referees as well, which is a hell of a 

feat! 

Regards  
 
Paul Gorringe  
 
(London & Surrey F.A. Referee) 

League Development Officer SIL Western 
 
   ******************************************** 

Dear Woking Society 
 
I'm writing to convey my grateful thanks to the 40 members who gave their 

time and active participation to our joint consideration of how to best man-

age the managers' mouths. (Please note the position of the apostrophe!). 
 
I hope the session enabled us to remind ourselves that controlling the lan-

guage emanating from the touchlines is no easy task, but that it remains our 

continuing and consistent responsibility to STAY CALM while we CARRY ON 

attempting to manage the game in the interests of all the participants: play-

ers, coaches, spectators, match officials and anyone else who might be ad-

versely affected by the match (eg: the neighbours at Sheerwater FC's new 

home at the Eastwood Leisure Centre) 

It's (Please note the apostrophe!) a challenge, like so many for match offi-

cials, that we must rise to without fear or favour. 
 
Jim de Rennes 

PS: Can you imagine me staying calm on the field of play? Good heavens, I 

even get over excited about the use of apostrophes! 

PPS On the morning of Friday 11th February 2022 a national news paper re-

porting on the resignation of the Metropolitan Police Commissioner Dame 

Cressida carried the following headline: “DICK'S OUT”  Imagine that with-

out the apostrophe !  
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Adie’s Going On An Outing With His Lathe 
 
It is a sad fact that we are still losing games to the COVID 19. My personal opin-
ion is that intended restrictions are going to be lifted too early. My conversations 
with various medical teams reveal that they are of the same mind and are con-
cerned with cases escalating. I fully appreciate that deaths seem to be receding 
and this is probably due to the vaccination program. I am also led to believe that 
younger persons will be offered the jab which can only be a good thing. We are 
all aware that children, particularly younger ones, are one of the highest distribut-
ers of viruses. I am just grateful that Diane has retired and nowhere near a 
school. If your game is postponed I will do my best to get you a game but we are 
now seeing the numbers of matches reducing. 
 
News on the home front is that the down-stair WC is finished (yippee), Graham 
did his usual excellent job on it and it only remained for me to make a door for 
the boxing in area I constructed. The op on my finger had hindered me from 
completing the task but last Saturday it felt more flexible so I went for it. I cut out 
the door from some pine I had and planed it up. Chiselled in the hinges and all 
set to fit. It went OK but a suffered severe pain in my finger after fitting the 
screws as I had to use my left hand due to the constrictions in the room. Diane 
painted it this week, although Graham will inspect it at the weekend – no doubt 
with plenty of criticism but it won’t come from me so I can take solace in that! 
 
I am hoping that this weekend I will give the lathe a bit of an outing and see if I 
can use my gouges again. I have missed using it for the past month or so and I 
hope that will be rectified. Graham has completely demolished his drum shed 
and cut up all the wood (all for use on my wood burner) no sign of the fox return-
ing so far while they were working but I did spot him a few nights ago near the 
bird-table. I think the intention over the next few weekends is for Graham to get 
the footings in. Sounds to me like this is hard manual work – think I will stick to 
the consultancy role. 
 
I heard on the local radio that you can get a grant 
for planting hectares of farm land with saplings. 
On my wanderings etc around my locality there 
are many areas with trees that when I look at 
them I have concluded that really we should have 
money spent on existing woodland as well. To 
my mind we have a lot of badly maintained wood-
land but I guess that is just a sign of the times 
that the estates do not employ a woodsman 
these days. 
 

Stay Well    

Adie 
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ARE VARS BULLYING THE REFEREES ? 
 
Anyone who has met Keith Hackett will know that 
he lives and breathes refereeing. Formerly head 
of the PGMO of course and now retired he is still 
likely to air his opinions on refereeing today. In a 
recent Telegraph article he made a provocative 
comment on today’s Premier League referees 
and VAR.  
 
The game was one that I had featured in my own 
newspaper column, the Liverpool match at Crys-
tal Palace. For anyone who hasn’t witnessed it, 
let me outline the incident in question. Diogo Jota 
of Liverpool was chasing the ball inside the Pal-
ace penalty area when Palace goalkeeper, Vicente Guaita, came off his goal 
line and headed towards the ball, which he never reached.  In fact he was on 
his knees when Jota who with a hint of a change of direction, ran into him.  
 
Kevin Friend, the referee, was faced with a number of alternatives here. Did 
Guaita bring down Jota, did Jota deliberately change his run to fall over Guaita 
when the ball was out of his reach, so he could claim he had been fouled, did 
Guaita deliberately move in Jota’s path, so guilty of impeding, or was it just two 
players colliding with one another?   
 
After a lengthy deliberation he decided that no offence had been committed and 
to restart with a goal kick. This is where the VAR came in and he changed his 
verdict to award a penalty. This was a crucial decision, Liverpool were leading 
by 2 goals to 1 but it was Palace who were looking most likely to score,  
This is where Keith Hackett came in.  
 
‘It was an awful decision,’ he said. ‘Football is a contact sport. the referee was 
in a reasonably placed position and got his decision right. Sadly, once VAR gets 
involved we all know what going to happen. Referees need to stand up to VAR, 
they are just capitulating once they get to the screen. Kevin would have been 
under great pressure, making that lonely walk to the video. He had been thrown 
into the furnace by VAR, He should have said “No,  I was right the first time”, 
but he was undermined by the process. It’s only natural that he caved in and 
gave the penalty’. 
 
Like Keith, I am a supporter of VAR when it meets it original intention to spot 
any clear and obvious errors. On a few occasions recently however,  I have 
wondered if the view from the VAR cameras is the same as we see on televi-
sion, which show clearly that no offence has been committed. but is still given.   
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REFEREES NEEDED 
We need to recruit more referees to the League. There will be some players out 
there who are about to hang up their boots. If they’re not going to get involved 
in running your club how about pointing them towards taking up the whistle.  
Ex-players who have participated in this league are ideal candidates for us be-
cause they have a good understanding as to what is needed to officiate at this 
level and they’ll earn £40 per game. Pass their details to Adrian Freeman, 
Referees Secretary. We’ll even refund some of their course fees provided they 
officiate in our league.     Derek Stovold Chairman SCILW  

Some things never change—Below an picture of a youthful Peter Guest and 
rather hirsute Neil Collins  (c1994)  and a plea from Derek Stovold  
Chairman Surrey Intermediate League West  (Feb 2022)   
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AshTaxis 
  6 Seater Taxi 
Airports , Docks, Social Functions
  

           

    Competitive Prices 
   24 hours by appointment 
 
   Contact —Colin Barnett on 
   Tel.  01252 328957 
   Fax  01252 654811 
   Mob  07831 404 066 
   E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com  

Are you a new referee looking for advice or support or a more experienced refe-
ree wishing to discuss a point of law or a match incident ? Then your Society is 
here to help.  
 
Refereeing, particularly at grass roots can be a lonely experience and a friendly 
voice after a particularly difficult game can often be beneficial to ones mental be-
ing. 
 
You are welcome to contact the following members either by phone (at a reason-
able time) or by email if you have any concerns or even just want a word of en-
couragement.  
 
Andy Bennett    andy@euroboozer.co.uk    07538 714747  

Jonty Bolland    jonty.bolland@hotmail.co.uk  07818 202425 

Gareth Heighes (Training Officer)  garethheighes@btinternet.com 07707 118446  

Jackie Bisley  ( Welfare Officer)   jackiebisley@yahoo.com   07830 3147868 

Mac McBirnie   macmcbirnie@gmail.com  07770 643229  
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From whistles to watches, 

flags to record cards, shirts to 
socks, Carl’s got the lot. Help 
support the society and make 
sure you give Carl a call for all 

your refereeing needs   
 

 
 

Price List  
 

Score pads- £1.50 

Referee cards set- £1.50 

Referee cards- 50p each 

Pump- £3.50 

Pressure gage- £3.50 

Pump needle- £1.50 

Lanyards - £3 

Flags- £4.50 

Woking RA Polo Shirt - £12 

Woking RA Hoodie - £18 

Surrey FA badge- £4 

Referee socks- £2.50 

Various Donated Nike Referee Kit and Training Gear   
(make me an offer)  

 

aheather942@aol.com   07903 845694  
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The Story of the Late, Late Assistant Referee 
 

I would like to think that we all make every effort to arrive early enough for our 
match appointments.   Only last week the referee on the next pitch arrived liter-
ally two minutes before the scheduled kick off.   He was wearing his referees’ kit 
but did this allow enough time for a pitch inspection or a boot and jewellery 
check……..No! It did not. He had cycled on his bike from his match at a nearby 
venue but the match had kicked off later than expected which delayed his arri-
val.   
 
Back to this story where I had been appointed to a county cup semi-final.  An 
appointment that I was delighted to accept.  This was a London FA appointment 
but the venue was certainly not London but a trip to Essex!  A long journey but a 
good venue in a stadium………..Harlow Town Football Club.  A county cup 
semi-final is a ‘big’ match and I certainly looked forward to this one. 
The referee contacted me earlier in the week and asked if I would meet him at 
Harlow train station at 11-00 am.    The kick off was for 1-00pm and the referee 
wanted the three of us to be relaxed and have plenty of time to prepare for the 
match.   I arrived early at 10-20 a.m. and the referee also arrived early at 10-45 
a.m. I stress all the times because the other assistant was nowhere to be seen.   
 
The referee phoned the other assistant who kept replying “I am just around the 
corner and will be with you very soon”.      I have no idea what ‘corner’ he was 
talking about because despite three calls to his mobile and each time he was 
always ‘just around the corner’! 
 
To say the referee was not pleased would have been an understatement.   For-
tunately I knew the referee from our days on the Ryman Isthmian League to-
gether but our ‘missing’ assistant was some one that neither of us knew. 
 
We waited until 11.20.  The referee made a fourth call and amazingly the assis-
tant mentioned the ‘corner’ yet again!  
 
The referee told the assistant that we would meet him at the venue.  So far this 
was anything but a relaxed pre match atmosphere.   
 
The two of us changed and it is awkward for a referee to give a pre-match in-
struction talk with only one assistant present, namely me.   
 
We went out onto the pitch for a warm up and were pleasantly surprised by the 
number of supporters present.   The ‘home’ team were Tottenham Hotspur La-
dies and I suppose we should not have been surprised with a cup final appear-
ance for the winners. With the kick off only ten minutes away the referee was 
forced into making alternative arrangements and fortunately the home team as-
sistant manager was a qualified referee.   
 
This meant another team talk.  A brief one albeit not as detailed as the previous 
one back in the changing room. 
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It was almost kick off time and we led the teams out onto the pitch and started to 
shake hands for ‘Respect’.   Low and behold a vision appeared……it was the 
missing assistant who had finally driven around ‘that corner’ he kept on mention-
ing. 
 
Our team was now officially complete.  Out latest addition alas did not make a 
good first impression.   Obviously apart from being very, very late his appear-
ance was untidy.  His top was not tucked into his shorts, one sock not pulled up 
and muddy boots.  Earlier in the week the referee the referee requested that we 
should not officiate in the morning.  Obviously our late assistance had chosen to 
ignore the referee’s instructions.   
 
I had been briefed on my match instructions but alas all the referee could do 
was to tell the new arrival what side of the pitch to take position on.    Not a per-
fect start.   Within seconds the ball went out for a throw in.    The referee sig-
nalled one way and the assistant signalled the opposite direction.  
 
 If the assistant had arrived as instructed then maybe he would have been told 
to look at the referee first to look for an indication for direction or maybe to be 
told to just wait an extra second or two to avoid two officials giving conflicting 
signals.  Possibly every referee’s nightmare when the referee indicates one was 
and the assistant signals the other way.  Very unprofessional. 
 
The morale of the story is to always give yourself plenty of time for your journey. 
Have you planned the route, are road works planned, are there any bus, under-
ground or train delays or cancellations?   
 
I have yet to be late for any match and hope that record always stays the same. 
 

Keith Hiller  



The Warbler                                                                The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society  

30 

Advice on the prevention of  
Stalking and Harassmentment  

 

Hamish Brown MBE 
 

Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector 
 

UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been 
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to: 

 
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject 

 
Website: http://hamishbrownmbe.co.uk/ 
Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com 

Referees Wanted 
for the 

Farnham & District Sunday 
Veterans League 

 
 
 

If you are interested 
Please call 

 
Colin on 01252 328 953 

Or Linda on 01276 512 735 



WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE  
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 
www.TheFA.com 

Wembley Stadium, Wembley, London HA9 0WS 
0800 169 1863 

FA Refereeing Department  
 National Managers 
“name”@theFA.com 

Peter Elsworth ; Head of Senior Referee Development  

Surrey County Football Association  
www.surreyfa.com 
 
Referee Development Officer 

Meadowbank Football Ground, Mill Lane, Dorking  
Surrey, RH4 1DX     01372 384190 
 
Craig  Hicks Tel: 01372 387 094 
Email. Referees@SurreyFA.com 

The Referees’ Association  
www.the-ra.org 
contact@the-ra.org 
Tel 024 7642 0360  

1c Bagshaw Close 
Ryton on Dunsmore 
Warwickshire 
CV8 3EX 

Surrey County Referees Association 
Honorary Secretary 

Brian Reader 01483 614008                                        
ramblingref@gmail.com 

Guildford & Woking Alliance League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911 
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk 

Surrey County Intermediate League 
(Western) Referees’ Secretary 

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911 
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk 

Suburban League  
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

 Dave Goater  
 dave.gosubrefs@outlook.com  

Combined Counties League 
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

Philip Nash 07951 415046 
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk 

Mid Week Isthmian Youth League 
Referee and Assistants Secretary  

Roger Wells 07723 304332  roger.wells99@outlook com  

Camberley & District Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

 Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m), 
 richard@harris-net.co.uk  

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Bob Dick 07803 007233  
bobmdick@btinternet..com 

Farnham & District Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Colin Barnett 01252 328953 
cbarnett5978184@aol.com 

Surrey Youth League 
Referees’ Secretary 
U16  - U18s   Stephen Brown           

referees@wsyl.org.uk 

 

mcfcfan@btinternet.com  

Surrey Primary League 
Referees Secretary 

Jake Walton / Tom Elliott 
referees@surreyprimaryleague.com 

Middlesex County FA 
Www.middlesexFA.com 
 
Hampshire County FA 
Www.hampshireFA.com 
 
Berks and Bucks County FA 
Www.berksandbucksFA.com 
 
London FA 
Www.londonFA.com 

Rectory Park, Ruislip Rd, Northolt, Middlesex UB5 5FA 
0208 515 1919 
 
Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way 
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF  01256 853000 
 
 
1,  Kimber Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1SG 
  Tel: 01235 558450 
 
11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sullivan Rd Fulham 
London SW6 3DU   0207 610 8360 

Surrey Premier County Football League  
Referees’ Secretary 

Geoff Knock  
geoff.knock@btinternet.com   






