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Next  meeting  will be on 
Monday 8th August 2022 

The deadline for the August Warbler is 
Friday 29th July 2022 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the  
Society or its’  Committee  

 
 
 
 
 

               Agenda  
 

                   7pm Academy Meeting  
 

    8pm Chairman’s Welcome 
 
        Guest Speaker  

Stephen Brown  
“Dissent” 

     
Presentation of Chairman’s Cup and  

Dennis Wells Young Referee of the Year Shield  
 

Centenary Club and Society Raffles 
 

Society Business  
 

10pm Close  

 
 
 
 

Meadow Sports Football Club 
Loop Rd Playing Fields, Loop Rd, Kingfield, 

Woking 
Surrey GU22 9BQ 
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We made it.  Season 21/22 is slowly drawing to a 
close.  Let me start by saying a big well done for 
everyone’s efforts over the past months - if you’re 
anything like me, this has felt like a rather long sea-
son and I must admit, I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t 
looking forward to a break over the summer.  
 
Last month saw an excellent presentation from 
David Crick on player management which I thought 
was fantastic.   I certainly took some things away 
from the evening to use in my own games, and I 
hope you all thought it was as valuable as I 
did.  This month, we’re welcoming a presentation 
from Stephen Brown on dissent. 
 
Congratulations also to all those who have received 
Cup Final appointments.  These are a fantastic 
achievement and a great way to end the sea-
son.   Please do continue to let us know of any cup 
finals you have.  It is remarkable the number of 
prestigious appointments Woking RA members 
have received; I personally think that you’d be hard 
pressed To find another Society with so many this 
month. 

 
Keep an eye out for our ‘Strategy Survey’ over the next couple of weeks which 
will be dropping in to your inboxes.  We’re looking for your help and guidance 
as we form our society’s strategy over the next year or so, so your thoughts 
and opinions are massively appreciated. 
 
Finally, thank you to you all for your support this 
season.  The society has continued to go from 
strength to strength and that is showing by the 
fantastic numbers we are seeing at our meetings 
each month. 
 
Keep working hard until the end of the season, 
and most importantly, continue to enjoy your 
games.  Lastly, enjoy the well deserved break! 
 

Jonty 
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Well we’ve reached the pointy end of the season which means this is your last 
Warbler until August and a couple of months rest for your editor. 
Congratulations to all of you who received semi final and final cup games be it for 
your County or League. I managed to pick up the Surrey FA appointments, 
thanks to Bob Dick, for the Plum Tree but very few sent me any for their League 
Cups. I’m not sure if any of our members received any or didn't think to inform me 
although I believe that the GWAL and SILW didn't have any cup games this sea-
son. A shame as the Warbler goes out to many referees across the county and 
beyond and its always nice to “boast” about our Society member’s achievements. 
 
A few months ago Peter Guest, life vice president and past chairman, handed me 
a box file full of clippings and copies of the Warbler from when he was the editor 
back in the mid 1990s. I’ve been having a very pleasant time reading though 
them and picking out one or two articles for you to enjoy in this and future issues. 
Back in those days, the magazine was compiled by typing and cutting and past-
ing on A4 paper before being sent to Jacko for copying onto A5 paper and sta-
pling together. A lot of hard work. These days I’m fortunate enough to use Micro-
soft publisher, which makes an editors life much easier, but it can still time con-
suming; looking through various other publications to find what I think may be of 
interest to you all. I’m always indebted to my regular contributors including Dick 
Sawden Smith, Adie Freeman, Tony Murphy, Keith Hiller, Jim de Rennes and 
magazines such as Touchlines (Sutton Refs) The Chiltern Referee, The Nor-
midian ( North Middx Refs) The Last Word ( Hallam and Sheffield CRA).  A big 
thanks also to Tim Lawrence who has started sending me his thoughts, including 
this month an intriguing bunch of questions to test your knowledge of the Laws of 
the Game. Thanks also to Hamish and Colin for their adverts.  
 
On the subject of the laws, I’m taking orders for hard copies of next seasons 
LOTG books. Steve Worsley is kindly organising everything this year. He will be 
compiling the orders from the Surrey and London Referees Societies and placing 
the total with the IFAB in Switzerland in early July for delivery later that month. 
Because the order is in the hundreds, he is able to keep the costs down to 
around £4 per copy. I have heard of referees who have ordered directly from 
IFAB forking out £30 for the book. Another reason to be a member of the RA. So 
let me know if you wish to receive a copy. 
 
Passing the referees course is I feel not unlike passing your driving test. Its all 
very well knowing the theory, but knowledge can only come with experience and 
that can be a very hard way to learn. However, within the Woking Referees’ Soci-
ety there exists an enormous wealth of knowledge and experience, which one 
can tap into and absorb without having to go through the often painful “ learning 
by ones mistakes.” To help you on your way you will be glad to know that the 
Academy is back with Gareth and David at the helm to guide you through the 
mystery that is the art of good refereeing. So why not come along at 7pm next 
Monday and see  what your Society can do for you. 
 
Have a great summer and maybe see you at the Surrey Senior County Cup Final 
and watch Andy, Jonty and Callum in action on 17th May ?         

Mac  
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2021/22 Membership 

Current 

80 Full Members 

12 Friends 

2 Affiliate Member 

 

The winners of the April Draw  
 

Eliza Bisley £45 
Pat Bakhuizen £20 

Roy Lomax £10 
Richard Adamson £9  

2022 Current Status  

General £2,408.71 

Supplies £223.19 

Centenary Fund £2,237.79 

Total £4,869.69 

  

Centenary club Target £5,000.00 

Centenary club amount 
 raised 

£2,237.79 

Still to be raised £2,762.21 

 

  Women’s Euros 2022 Sweepstake  
 
The society are organising 2 sweepstakes for the 
Womens Euro Finals, which will raise money for the 
Society Centenary fund. 
 
We are intending on having 2 ‘sweeps’, which will be 
open to all members,  
 

One sweep will consist of the 16 participating countries, with prizes for the mem-
bers that draw the teams that finish 1st, 2nd and the losing semi finalists .  
 
The second sweep will consist of the 13 referees in the tournament, with prizes 
for the members that draw the referees that officiate in the final and 2 semi fi-
nals.  
 
Tickets for both sweeps will be £5 each and members can have up to 3 tickets 
in each sweepstake and will be allocated by a random draw about a week be-
fore the tournament starts in July. 
 
More details will be sent by email and WhatsApp after the May meeting. 
 

Jacko 
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Born in Manchester and has blue blood. Lived in Chobham past 27 years. 
Married to Johanna.1 daughter Jenna and grandson Henry. 1 stepson Jose. 
 
Graduated with a maths degree and post grad Diploma in Marketing. 
Worked for BT for 34 years and retired in 2008 when Director of Marketing. 
 
Played football at various (low) levels. Former captain of Chobham AC (age con-
cern). 
 
Favourite footballing moment: playing against Rod Stewart at Stamford Bridge. 
Worst footballing moment: medial ligament injury following 50/50 fair challenge 
with Brian Moore (ex-rugby England international) 
 
Favourite sporting moment: playing chess against Kasparov (World Champion) 
Worst sporting moment: drawing a very important game of chess from a certain 
winning position (and I had no referee to blame) 
 
Qualified as a Referee in 2008 (Vince was my Training Officer). Reached Level 
6 in 2011 and Level 5 in 2014. 
 
Referees at various levels of football including schools, Chelsea and Fulham 
Academies, Guildford and Woking Alliance League, Surrey Hants Border 
League, Surrey County Cups, British Universities (mens and ladies), Woking 
and Esher Colleges, Chelsea Ladies and Football For All (football for disabled). 
Ref secretary for Surrey Youth League, University of Surrey (7 teams) and Foot-
ball for All.  
 
Favourite Refereeing moment; Refereeing a Chelsea 11 including John Terry, 
Marcos Alonso, Pedro, Cesc Fabregas, David Luiz, and Oscar, versus Chelsea 
U19’s. ( See below)  My two ARs were Bob Dick and Peter Ashdown. 
 
Worst refereeing moments: far too many to mention. 

My talk will be on Dissent           Stephen   
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Woking RA Meeting 4th April 2022 
 
Presentation by David Crick – Player Management 
 
♦ Do we ring up colleagues who refereed the sides the week before? 
 
♦ Reading players body language – How big are their pupils? 
 
♦ Proximity – Increases your credibility and control whilst decreases the 

chance of unwanted reactions 
 
♦ Clinical approach – small details, will help long term with sides. 
 
♦ Aim to be the best you can be – take pride, second best is never good 

enough. 
 
♦ Summary – Manage from the start, remain calm, read players body lan-

guage, manage your destiny, credible decisions aided by proximity 
 

Centenary Club Winners Eliza Bisley, Pat B, Ray Lomax, Richard Adamson 
 

Steve Matthews – Incident in game 
Player injury in the 88th minute, required ambulance. 20 min to arrive and 20 min 
to clear scene. Healthy debate regarding abandoning or playing on. Communi-
cation with clubs is key. 
 

Andy Bennett – Clip of Dulwich v Slough – Could the second caution have been 
managed following the players refusal to come over? Would this be a reason-
able opportunity to flash a yellow card as it helps 
deescalate tensions? 
Mark – Coin toss – Does a virtual coin toss invali-
date the match result? Is there a breach of referee 
regulations? 
 

Alan Hill – spoke about Kit for Africa – took some 
spare kit away with him. 
David Pilling -reminded members on Eve of Rally 

volunteers and Non-league tickets day. 

Jonty thanked David for taking the time to visit Wok-

ing RS and  presented him with the customary bot-

tles of wine  
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David Crick presented  FA Referees badges to Olivia Froom and Charles 
Sherrod on completing their first 5 games. We wish them every success on 
their Refereeing journey.   

Congratulations to our New Referees  

The Academy is back !!  
 
You should have all received an email from David regarding 
the re-introduction of our very successful Academy. (see 
below) 
 

“Gareth and I are proposing that the first academy session 
will be on Monday 9th of May starting at 7pm. It will be 
open to anyone, irrespective of age or experience.  
 
We plan to operate for about 40 minutes to allow a bit if time 
to get a drink etc before the main meeting.” 
  
Although primarily aimed a recently qualified refs or those who are seeking pro-
motion, it is an ideal opportunity for anyone to participate within  a small group to 
discuss points of law, match experiences etc with Gareth and David and no 
doubt other experienced referees/ tutors such as Andy and Vince who are likely 
to drop in. 
 
Gareth and David  
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Don’t forget to report! 
 

Recent research has shown that 90% of referee abuse in the grassroots game 
goes unreported. At the same time young referees are leaving refereeing in 
droves because of the abuse they are subjected to. What can we do about this? 
All of us can help by reporting any abuse that we are subjected to as referees to 
the County FA. It may be that we feel “it wasn’t that bad” or feel that because we 
are able to deal with it that it doesn’t matter but if we choose to ignore dealing 
with the unsavoury people that unfortunately frequent football on the odd occa-
sions then we are only leaving them to abuse our colleagues the following week, 
and that colleague could be a 14 year old child. 
 
Referee abuse (from players and non-players) has increased significantly in the 
last couple of seasons and it is totally appropriate to deal with it promptly and 
firmly. If you do not feel the matter is serious enough to report via a discipline 
report on the Wholegame system or to the County FA then you can make the 
club or league welfare officers aware as there may have been a number of pre-
vious incidents and overall the matter could need the FA’s attention. 
 
Referees should report behaviours that are sustained/repeated and are consid-
ered to be (or approaching) match official abuse or disrespect. Threats of vio-
lence to match officials, players or supporters should be reported to the County 
FA. Acts of violence towards match officials should be reported to the County 
FA and to the police. 
 
If you have any incidents you want to talk through please get in touch via wel-

fare@wokingreferees.co.uk 

Jackie  

Please note that Jackie will be at the May meeting should anyone need their FA 

CRB application documentation verified   (That would be me then !  Mac )  

  

A referee is very over-weight, so his doctor puts 
him on a diet. "I want you to eat regularly for two 
days, skip a day, and repeat the procedure for 
two weeks. The next time I see you, you'll have 
lost at least five pounds". When the referee had 
returned he had lost nearly four stone. "That's 
amazing" said the doctor. "Did you follow my in-
structions?" The referee nods. "I'll tell you 
though, I thought I was going to drop dead that 
third day". "From hunger you mean?" queries 
the doctor. "No" replies the referee.  

"From skipping”  
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Topic of the Month: Managing the game to a safe conclusion 
 
At this stage of the season, some match officials are selected to take charge of 
promotion or relegation battles. Often these are the officials who have performed 
well throughout the season and are in with a chance of promotion to the next 
level. It is therefore commonplace for pre-match instructions to include phrases 
such as ‘No surprises today’, and ‘Safe refereeing when we need to.’ Here are a 
few thoughts on how this can be accomplished:  
 
Management of cautions  

♦ This is an ideal opportunity to manage the temperature of the game by 
taking time to ensure that the player is pacified prior to the restart.  

♦ It is also a time to ensure that the caution is recorded in the correct col-
umn and next to the right number of one’s note book.  

♦ Clarify the identity of the players cautioned at half time to save any diffi-
cult discussions in the second half!  

♦ If there is any hint that a player has been cautioned twice and not sent 
off, encourage the AR to seek clarification before play is restarted.  

 
Management of substitutions  

♦ In a recent Bundesliga game, Bayern Munich had 12 players on the 
pitch for a very short time.  

♦ When a substitution is requested whilst a player is being assessed for 
an injury, where possible, try to delay the substitution procedure until 
the injury is dealt with. This means that there can be no confusion as to 
which player is being substituted. As a referee, have a very clear signal 
to indicate when a player leaving the field on the opposite side to the 
technical areas is being substituted.  

♦ When multiple substitutions are taking place, the referee sometimes 
joins the AR (or the bench-side AR joins the 4th Official) in monitoring 
the process. If it is a volatile game, the referee can still observe the pro-
cedures from a suitable distance. As an AR (or 4th Official), it is best to 
do a quick count-up to check that the right number of players are on the 
pitch before the resumption of play.  

 
Use of advantage  

♦ In a tight game, this should still be used, but sparingly and very rarely 
from shirt-pulling offences which can provoke retaliation.  

♦ When advantage is being played, be sure to communicate this clearly, 
especially if the offence is in front of the technical areas.  

 
Late goals  

♦ When a team gets a late goal to reduce the deficit, there is often a sce-
nario in which the attacking players attempt to wrestle the ball from the 
goalkeeper, leading to a physical confrontation inside the goal net.  

♦ Anticipation of potential confrontations and communication that a) the 
time will be monitored and b) the team that has just conceded will actu-
ally need the ball to take the kick off, can defuse these situations.  

 
       Courtesy of The Chiltern Referee  
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Hi Mac  
On Monday evening 25th April, Craig Hicks and I attended Abbey Rangers FC 
for their monthly managers, coaches and members evening. We were asked to 
go along as Guest Speakers and present to the room. I think there were 50-60 
attendees on the evening and it was a brilliant 2.5hrs spent with everyone to 
hopefully educate them more on the LOTG and refereeing in general. We 
started with a brief intro on both of us and then moved quickly into a multiple 
choice LOTG quiz – 5x simple (ish) questions for the room to decide on. This 
was great and the variety of different answers certainly got the room thinking 
about a few things and that perhaps refereeing isn’t as easy as they thought?!! 
  
We then did a Q&A which was very popular and took up the rest of the evening 
(we even had to ignore the 2x match clips we were going to show and discuss) 
with lots of interaction and honesty from the room. Off the back of our evening, 
Vince forwarded to me this morning that attached letter which was sent by Nick 
Riley (ARFC Chairman) to Sally Lockyer (CEO Surrey FA). 
  
We hope that we can continue to develop links with ARFC thanks to Vince’s 
hard work and dedication as their Referee Coordinator and also off the back of 
this, we can perhaps secure a few more faces at Woking Society – this is 
something I plan to chat with Vince and Nick about moving forward in the close 
season. 
 

Andy Bennett 

I started refereeing in early 2019 having completed the 
Referee course under the unrivalled instruction of Woking 
RA and have been a member ever since. Plying my trade on 
the Guildford and Woking Alliance and Surrey Western 
leagues I’m currently a level 6 but have my fingers crossed 
to be a level 5 next season and to see where I can go from 
there 
 
Outside of refereeing I’m a fellow chartered accountant with 
a focus on renewable energy (wind and solar). When I’m not 
stuck behind my desk or watching Crystal Palace, home or 
away, I’m kept busy by my two young daughters whose lack 
of enthusiasm for anything related to football gives a good 
balance to my free time.  
 
I'm looking forward to working with the rest of the committee to make sure our 
Woking Society continues to thrive.          
           Dan 
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Tim’s Teaser’s  
1. At the taking of a red team corner kick, a blue team player punches a red team 
player in the penalty area before the kick is taken. Should the referee? 
a) Award a penalty kick and send off the blue team player 
b) Award a penalty kick and caution the blue team player 
c) Caution the blue team player and restart with the corner kick 
d) Send off the blue team player and restart with the corner kick  
 
2. At the taking of a penalty kick, a team-mate of the attacker, enters the penalty 
area before the ball is kicked. The penalty kick is taken and the goalkeeper saves 
the penalty kick and the ball rebounds to the attacking player, who had en-
croached, who then scores. Should the referee? 
a) Disallow the goal and award an indirect free kick to the defending team and 
caution the attacking player who encroached 
b) Disallow the goal and award an indirect free kick to the defending team and 
take no disciplinary action against the player who encroached and then scored 
c) Award a direct free kick to the defending team 
d) Have the penalty kick retaken as an attacker encroached 
 
3. The referee has stopped play and awarded a free kick to the blue team. A red 
team player picks up the ball and deliberately holds it to prevent the free kick from 
being taken. What is the correct decision? 
a) Caution the red team player for unsporting behaviour 
b) Caution the red team player for delaying the restart of play 
c) Ask the red team player to drop the ball where they are standing 
d) Ask the red team player to give the ball to the blue team where the free kick is 
to be taken from. 
 
4. A red team player pulls the shirt of a blue team player on the line of the penalty 
area, denying an obvious goal scoring opportunity. Should the referee? 
a) Award a penalty kick and send off the red team player 
b) Award a free kick and send off the red team player 
c) Award a free kick and caution the red team player 
d) Award a penalty kick and caution the red team player 
 
5. A blue team and red team player enter in to a tackle. At the same time, the blue 
commits a careless foul and the red commits an excessive force foul tackle. What 
should the referee do? 
a) Send off the red team player and restart with a dropped ball 
b) Restart with a dropped ball 
c) Send off the red team player and award a free kick to the blue team  
d) Award a free kick to the blue team 
 
6. After a goal is scored and the blue team number 9 takes their shirt off in cele-
bration, the referee at first fails to see that the assistant referee has their flag up. 
The referee disallows the goal for offside. Do they? 
a) Do nothing, as the goal has been disallowed. 
b) Caution the blue team number 9 for Unsporting Behaviour 
c) Publicly rebuke the blue team number 9 
d) Send off the blue team number 9 
Questions compiled by Tim “The Law” Lawrence   answers elsewhere in this 
publication 
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  Stephen’s  Discerning  Dissertation 
 

I have been studying a football coaching and man-

agement course at UCFB Wembley over the last 3 

years and I have just completed my dissertation.  

The purpose of my research was to identify whether 

coaches/managers change their approach to a 

game based on the match officials as well as the op-

position. 

 The background of the research came from the pas-

sion I have for football, as well as incorporating the 

effects match officials could cause on a game.  

I would like to take the time to thank everyone who 

sent over their cards to me as it helped with my data 

and analysis with putting together what I feel to be a successful report.  

Although the research shows at the present time that coaches don’t consider 

match officials affecting their tactics and strategies, there is room for further de-

velopment within the subject to gain further in-depth analysis on how a match 

official sets themselves before and during the game, as well as the opportunities 

to analyse the higher levels of the National Football League System and how 

they have an expectation from officials to give certain decisions which could af-

fect the process from a coach or manager.  

I am happy to share the report with anyone who would like to have a read 

through it (pre-warning it is 57 pages long) 

Stephen Matthews 
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Adie Lets the Train Take the Strain  
 
I commence this article with the sad news that one of our Referees, Dominic 
Spena sadly passed away following an illness. Dominic was an excellent Refe-
ree on the SCILW, officiated in League Cup Finals and was a real stalwart, refe-
reeing in all weathers. He had not been well over the past few years but I kept in 
touch. Our thoughts are with his family at this sad time.  
 
Additionally, the sad news that Derek Fry who ran the line for Ockham FC for 
many years passed away earlier this month following an illness. Many will re-
member Derek from the years Ockham were members of the SCILW and latterly 
the GWAFL. Again another stalwart who assisted on the line no matter what the 
weather. A match was arranged for Easter Saturday for him and his charity but 
sadly he passed away before the match took place. Richard Levett, Alan Briggs 
and myself officiated the match which was very well supported by around 40 
players (many roll on roll offs that day), together with a sunny afternoon we 
raised a good sum for the charity. 
 
So we come to the final games of the season. It has been a difficult season in 
both Leagues and although we managed to pick up Match Officials during the 
season it was a very trying time particularly before Christmas. We lost several 
Referees through illness, retirement and University and coupled with the fact we 
had around 14 extra games over the two Leagues I really struggled to cover all 
the games. Next season it is anticipated we will have 2 first team Leagues in the 
SCILW as well as the Reserves League and hopefully the return of the League 
Cups. 
 
I took a well-deserved break last week down to Diane’s old stamping ground in 
mid Kent. We met up with some friends and had a steam train ride from Tender-
ton to Bodium Castle. This is one I would very much recommend as Tenderton 
Station as well as the town are quite fascinating – a little bit of the past.  
 
On my journeys to and from work I see quite a lot of sights. Around 10 days ago 
a Muntjac deer was hit and has remained on the central reservation near the 
Hook/Ockham turnoff. With this warmer weather I am sure it will not be long be-
fore it goes off pop with a real smelly mess. Unless, that is, if the local council 
don’t remove it! (Fat chance). 
 
All that remains now is for me to thank you all for your dili-
gence and superb support this season. Without you I 
could not do my job. I will be sending out the registrations 
for the 2022/23 season fairly soon, PLEASE complete as 
quickly as possible. I know you cannot give me dates yet 
but it will ensure you are in the Handbooks and stop clubs 
phoning me to get details. 
 
Have a great summer and enjoy the break. 
 
Stay Well 
 

Adie 
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Derek Fry Charity Match Ockham  

Adie takes charge at Ockham, ably assisted by Woking RS members  
Richard Levett (on the left) and Alan Briggs  
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45 Year ago the following 2 articles appeared in The Warbler. It shows how 
some things have changed whilst others not so much. Ed  

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Why do players come out of the dressing rooms five to 

ten minutes before the kick-off? To please the crowd?, 

because they need the exercise? NoI I don't think so, 

to warm up, surely* 

These days, when most clubs, even at Junior level par-

take in some form of training, the importance is given 

to warming up first to enable the muscles to loosen* 

So why if Referees are urged to train and get fit donft 

they do the same sort of thing. Lets face it, at all 

levels the Referee/Linesman walk out from the dressing 

room into the middle and off they jolly well goI Is 

this because if a Referee came out in front of crowds 

(where applicable) he would get jeered at if he did 

some warming up exercises• Surely if the spectators and 

players realised that the Referee cared about his body 

and fitness in much the same way as players do, it 

could only lead to respect. Pood for thought. 

Have you heard about the new torture imported from Si-

beria?  You put a man in a flimsy shirt and a pair of 

shorts,, stick a flag in his hands then send him out in 

freezing conditions to run the line. Seriously though, 

I'm not a coward, but in the freezing weather of late 

would it not be more suitable if the Linesman were bet-

ter protected from the elements. After all once the 

game starts the players and the Referee (usually) get 

moving and can keep warm, but this may not be the case 

for the Linesman.  Medical evidence will prove that 

cold effects the body and the mind tends to slow down, 

no good for those split second decisions. 

The reason I mention all this is not just from my own 

experience, but recently I have watched two games in 

very cold conditions and in the second half of both 

matches it was obvious that the Linesmen were very very 

cold and this was affecting their concentration.  If 

goal-keepers protect themselves from the elements, why 

not Linesman ?   Food for thought ? 

 

Jeff de Mesquita 
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GOOD ADVICE FOR THE YOUNG ‘UNS 

What follows are two letters, one sent to our County 

Delegate by a newly qualified Referee and the latter 

is his reply, which I’m sure will serve as sound ad-

vice to any member confronted with a similar situa-

tion. 

 

Dear Sir, 

I am writing to you for some advice as a newly quali-

fied referee with the hope of help concerning the case 

of a player I sent off earlier this season. 

Hie player was suspended for 7 days and fined£2 and I 

consider that lenient to say the least*  If referees 

are expected to enforce the laws then surely the play-

ers must incur the punishment to fit the crime.  In 

this case the player was cautioned by me after a dan-

gerous tackle and then later in the game, saw fit to 

swear at me and so I gave him his marching orders. 

By the way, the player dismissed all this as a "pack of 

lies" on my part.  So, I like making up stories, filling 

in forms and attending hearings!11 However, with the 

player expecting the worst, with mutterings under his 

breath whilst awaiting the verdict of "anything up to 6 

weeks", it turned out to be just the opposite and 7 days 

only.  I say that it is ridiculous when I consider a 

player in my own club got 3 weeks and £5 for the same of-

fence last season.  If it rains next week and the game is 

off then the player I sent off will have served his 7 

days without missing a game.  I know that the decision 

cannot be changed now, but I register the strongest pro-

test about the justice given in my first case and I hope 

you may be able to carry this further for me in your ca-

pacity as County Delegate. 

 

Dear …….. 

Thank you for your letter.  I can well understand your 

feelings in this matter, especially the feeling of re-

sentment at the seeming leniency of the punishment when 

compared with players who receive far longer periods of 

suspension. We have all suffered from this feeling at 

some time or other in our refereeing careers, when we 

feel that justice has not been done after we have carried 

out our part of the penal system by cautioning or dis-

missing a player from the field. 

One thing you must get out of your mind.  You weren’t  

 disbelieved by the Commission hearing the case.   

             Continued on next page  
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The player was found guilty - and that means that your 

evidence was accepted and the player had his rejected.  

The sentence is a different matter.  Once a verdict has 

been arrived at, the Commission consider what penalty to 

impose.  It is then that the player's past history is 

looked into, carefully weighed up and the appropriate 

punishment in all the circumstances is given.  This is 

something that only the Commission can decide, after 

having gone through all the facts at their disposal.  

This is something that is not available to the referee - 

nor should it be. 

You must liken your task to the job of the policeman. He 

sees an offence - arrests the culprit - and then gives 

his evidence to the magistrate.  Once the accused has 

been found guilty, the policeman's interest should be 

finished* What sentence the magistrate decides to im-

pose, he fixes in the light of the convicted person1s 

previous record etc. 

You have carried out your task correctly by sending the 

player from the field and then submitting your evidence. 

That is your task completed.  What happens after that 

should not concern you, although, human nature being 

what it is, we are all naturally full of interest.  How-

ever, you must not let it worry you.  Your concern 

should be whether the player was found guilty or not and 

there the matter should end.  If we had any say in what 

sentence the player gets, we should be acting as both 

policeman and judge, and that is just “not on”  

I hope that this clarifies matters.  It is natural to be 

disappointed if a player seems to have got away with 

it1, but please don’t let it upset you.  Just carry on 

doing your job on the field to the best of your ability, 

and forget about any consequences of action you may have 

to take. 

Don’t hesitate to contact me if I can be of further as-

sistance.  And - whatever happens - don't let it get you 

down.  Go out on to the field and enjoy your refereeing. 

 

Ken Longhurst 

                  ************************* 

Note. Should anyone find themselves in a similar situation and be asked to ap-
pear at a hearing and would like support or advice then please do not hesitate 
to contact anyone on the committee. Names and contact numbers are at the 
front of this publication. Special rules apply for anyone under 18. For further 
clarification Jackie Bisley our Welfare Officer is there for you. 
Mac  
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WOKING SOCIETY - THE REFEREES ASSOCIATION 
Affiliated to the Referees Association & Surrey County Referees Association 

President: Vince Penfold 

www.wokingreferees.co.uk 
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TRUMPET BLOWER IS A BLAST OF FRESH AIR 
 

Even if last year had not been such a thin year for British sporting heroes, Liam 
Daish would be The Man of 1994. Liam who? 
 
Mr Daish is the captain of Birmingham City, which in itself qualifies him for not 
much else than to pass unrecognised anywhere outside Englandfs Second Divi-
sion city and his Mum's front room. 
 
But last week he did something so rare, so priceless and so instinctively witty 
that he deserves an award. He brought a smile to the face of our national game. 
 
When his team scored a goal one of Birmingham1s fans was so ecstatic that he 
threw a trumpet on to the pitch. Daish promptly picked up the instrument and 
played a few happy notes to the delight and amusement of all the spectators. 
 
For this unpardonable act of humour he was, of course punished. The crime: ex-
cessive celebration. The redress: one yellow card. 
 
Welcome to English football - no laughing allowed. Instead of taking the referee 
out behind the main stand and quietly putting him out of his misery, the League 
upheld Daishfs accumulation of disciplinary points.  So rather than pat him on 
the back they slapped him with a two-match ban. 
 
But the Scrooges could do nothing to deprive him of his sense of humour* In-
stead of grinding through the drudgery of an appeal, the Man of the Year came 
up with the quote of the season. 'I must be the first footballer booked for blowing 
somebody else's trumpet1. 
 
(The Jeff Powell Monday Column, The Daily Mail, 19.12.94) 
 
Thanks to Peter Guest who included this in The Warbler February 1995 
Also for the cartoons below  
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FA Trophy Semi Final 2nd April 
Bromley FC v York City 
A/R1 Andy Bennett 
  
EFL League One: 
Saturday 9th April 
Oxford Utd FC vs Sunderland FC 
4th Official: Andy Bennett 
  
EFL League Two 
Saturday 30th April 
Northampton Town vs Exeter City 
AR2: Andy Bennett 
 
Surrey F.A. Sat Junior Cup Semi Final 
Dial Square v RC Old Boys 
Referee  Paul Gorringe  Asst Ref  Carl Jones 
 
Capital Women’s Cup Final – Senior Section 
Ahford Town (Middx) v Dulwich Hamlet Ladies 1st Team 
A/R 1 Jackie Bisley 
4th Official  Eliza Bisley  
 
Southern League Div 1 South Play Off Final  
Winchester City v Bristol Manor Farm 
A/R David Pilling 
 
Combined Counties Premier Cup Final 
Badshot Lea or Southall v Walton & Hersham or London Lions 
A/R Nick Arbuckle 
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2022 
 
9th May    Society Meeting :  Stephen Brown 
 
15th May    Eve of Final Rally  The KIA Oval  
 
8th August  Society Meeting  New Laws Gareth Heighes / David Pilling  
 
5th September  Society Meeting  : Craig Hicks 
 
3rd October  Society Meeting : Tim Lawrence 
 
7th November  Society Meeting  : John Busby 
 
5th December  Society Christmas Dinner Sutton Green Golf Club 
 
   

Would any  member be interested in helping at the 
2022 RA Eve of Final rally on Friday 13th May?  
Details are below of time and location, the KIA 
Oval. This is an historic choice as the Kennington 
Oval was the venue for the first ever FA Cup Final 
between Wanderers FC and Royal Engineers. 
 
The help that would be required by the RA would 
be manning reception, stewarding and such du-
ties. Doors open/registration begins at 18.00 so 
anybody helping would need to arrive by 17.30. 
 
All travelling costs would be covered as well as 
admission to the event itself (value £15.00)which 
will include not only presentations but the opportu-
nity to meet match officials from both the Emirates 
FA Cup Final and the Vitality Women's Cup Final. 
 
 Please contact Phil Jones at Kingston RS  
philipjones54@btinternet.com 
 

The RA is also honoured to not only welcome the Women’s FA Cup Final 
Match Officials to the event, but also to have Bibi Steinhaus Webb (Women’s 
Select Group Director at the PGMOL) and her team deliver a development ses-
sion. This Development Session will start at 18.15 with the main event 19:15. 

Answers to Tim’s Teasers      1 d ; 2 b ; 3 b ; 4 a ; 5 c ; 6 b  
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HOW OFTEN DO YOU WATCH WOMENS’ FOOTBALL?  
 
How often do you watch women’s football on television? I ask this because there 
has been quite a lot of it recently, with both semi-finals of the Vitality Women’s 
FA Cup competition being shown over the same weekend. Often when I ask this 
question I get negative replies such as. ‘I never watch it, it’s not like real football 
is it?  
 
And yet when I was watching one of the semi-finals, it suddenly came to me, that 
this is how we hope football would be played. This is how it should be played. I’m 
not talking about the fact that it was mostly played at ground level, with slick 
passing. Or daring saves made by the goalkeepers We can get that with men’s 
football. It was when there was a throw-in, that made me realise the different 
game that I was watching.  
 
The throw- in was taken from the spot the ball went out of play. If you were 
watching a Premier League or Championship game  the thrower would make his 
way ten or fifteen yerds further up the pitch, but here, it was where the ball went 
out as if says in the Laws of the  Game. The same thing applied to any free kick. 
They were taken, as written in Law 13, where the offence occurred. No trying to 
steal a few yards but not only that, the players of the offending team didn’t stand 
over the ball to prevent the kick being taken quickly or kick the ball away to delay 
the start. They just retired from the position and got on with the game. 
 
These are offences that according to the Laws are punishable by a yellow card. 
When did you ever see one issued despite it becoming normal behaviour in 
men’s football. I guess I would  be near the mark if I said that you’ve never seen 
it happen. And another thing that doesn’t seem to happen in women’s football is 
diving, pretending that your opponent has brought you down, or holding your 
head to make out you have been punched in the face. In other words, no cheat-
ing. 
 
There are of course fouls, players do go down. 

There are injuries, perhaps that is why those 

‘wise men’ in the Football Association back in 

1921 decided ‘it was not a suitable sport for 

women’. But there is no stopping them now. I 

noticed about thirty small countries and islands 

in the Caribbean taking part in qualifying rounds 

of the FIFA Women’s World Cup. The same will 

be happening all over the world. I hope they en-

joy their matches and I for one will be looking 

forward to watching the finals in 2023.  
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Ragnick’s Ref Revolution,  
found in the Mail, 28th March 2022 

 
Referees could soon start training with clubs, thanks to a proposal put 
forward by Manchester United interim boss Ralf Rangnick. He told a re-
cent summit between managers and refs' boss Mike Riley that officials 
should train with clubs to allow players to get to know them, rather than 
only seeing them during matches. And his view was backed by the rest of 
the room, who agreed that refs should be given access to the elite-level 
facilities at Premier League clubs. 
 
Rangnick's ref revolution is now being looked at by referees body 
PGMOL and could come into play from next season. While details are yet 
to be ironed out, such a move would see officials permitted to use the fa-
cilities at clubs, and they could referee training-ground matches as part of 
an attempt to build a better understanding of the role. Rangnick, in 
charge at Old Trafford before a planned move upstairs at the end of the 
season, believes that bringing the likes of Anthony Taylor, Michael Oliver 
and Kevin Friend into club training grounds would allow them to get to 
know players and potentially break down negative preconceptions. 
 
Former Premier League referee Mark Halsey responded to the above 
news story with the following post at caughtoffside.com on 30th March: 
Referees training with Premier League clubs can benefit refs and 
players.  
 
Premier League referees training with clubs is not anything new. I did it 
for 12 years with Bolton at their Euxton training ground during the major-
ity of their Premier League days between 2001-13. I would fully back offi-
cials to restart this approach because it certainly made me a better refe-
ree. I lived in Bolton so I felt it was common sense to use their facilities 
and I contacted then manager Sam Allardyce. 
 
Working and training alongside top-flight players added to my personality 
as a high-level referee but also improved my relationship with players. 
Even now I am friends with Kevin Nolan and Kevin Davies. I would join in 
with their pre-season programme which helped me get fit. Sometimes I 
even beat a few of the players in running tests and they weren’t happy! 
 
Then during the season, I would referee any training matches, 11 a-side 
or smaller sided games. At the same time, because of my background as 
a non-league goalkeeper, I would also take part in the drills undertaken 
by Jussi Jaaskelainen and Kevin Poole which were led by Fred Barber. 
Training in that environment also aided my understanding of the game 
and it became a real benefit for me on a match day. 
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Due to my locality to Bolton, I did not referee them in the Premier 
League. But my experience working with them meant I knew what was 
coming from top-flight rivals, especially their moans and traits as how 
they behaved in training was replicated on a match day. It definitely 
helped me in my decision-making understanding elite players and 
therefore I would have no issue with the likes of Michael Oliver training 
with Newcastle or Kevin Friend at Leicester. 
 
Yes, there will be conspiracy theorists but they need to be ignored. 
Once a referee crosses the white line they make a decision based on 
what is in front of them. No one should ever question a referee’s integ-
rity. 
 
Comments from Mike Jacobs writing in The Chiltern Referee 
I can only assume refs would train with their local teams as they can't 
referee them in the normal course of a season. And if a ref does not 
have a local team, how much daily travelling will be involved and the ref 
would not be able to referee that team in the course of a season. Tak-
ing all that into account, aren't we short of referees anyway (especially 
decent ones), so how will that work out? 
 
Mike Jacobs  
Spotted in The Chiltern Referee  

In The Press  
 
PREMIER LEAGUE referees are set to be strongly represented at the World 
Cup in Qatar later this year    | after British officials were overlooked com-
pletely in Russia four years ago, with Michael Oliver, Anthony Taylor and 
Stuart Attwell in contention. Of the 99 referees and assistants involved at the 
previous World Cup, there was none from England, Scotland, Wales or 
Northern Ireland     I -the first such snub for British officials in 80 years. All 
three top-flight referees feature on FIFA's long-list for the World Cup, which 
will be whittled down later this year. 
Daily Mail.  

♦ I used to go out with a girl who was into astrology, when we split up I 
was in Pisces...  

♦ "But it hasn't got a tail so I'm pretty sure it's a hamster.", IT helpline, sigh 
"OK, click on the hamster..."  

♦ What if oxygen is actually poisonous and it just takes 75-100 years to kill 
you?  

♦ I just can't seem to get out of my 1970's Ford car. I'm Cortina trap.  

Funnies  
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AshTaxis 
  6 Seater Taxi 
Airports , Docks, Social Functions
  

           

    Competitive Prices 
   24 hours by appointment 
 
   Contact —Colin Barnett on 
   Tel.  01252 328957 
   Fax  01252 654811 
   Mob  07831 404 066 
   E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com  

Are you a new referee looking for advice or support or a more experienced refe-
ree wishing to discuss a point of law or a match incident ? Then your Society is 
here to help.  
 
Refereeing, particularly at grass roots can be a lonely experience and a friendly 
voice after a particularly difficult game can often be beneficial to ones mental be-
ing. 
 
You are welcome to contact the following members either by phone (at a reason-
able time) or by email if you have any concerns or even just want a word of en-
couragement.  
 
Andy Bennett    andy@euroboozer.co.uk    07538 714747  

Jonty Bolland    jonty.bolland@hotmail.co.uk  07818 202425 

Gareth Heighes (Training Officer)  garethheighes@btinternet.com 07707 118446  

Jackie Bisley  ( Welfare Officer)   jackiebisley@yahoo.com   07830 3147868 

Mac McBirnie   macmcbirnie@gmail.com  07770 643229  
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From whistles to watches, 

flags to record cards, shirts to 
socks, Carl’s got the lot. Help 
support the society and make 
sure you give Carl a call for all 

your refereeing needs   
 

 
 

Price List  
 

Score pads- £1.50 

Referee cards set- £1.50 

Referee cards- 50p each 

Pump- £3.50 

Pressure gage- £3.50 

Pump needle- £1.50 

Lanyards - £3 

Flags- £4.50 

Woking RA Polo Shirt - £12 

Woking RA Hoodie - £18 

Surrey FA badge- £4 

Referee socks- £2.50 

Various Donated Nike Referee Kit and Training Gear   
(make me an offer)  

 

aheather942@aol.com   07903 845694  



The Warbler                                                                The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society  

30 

Advice on the prevention of  
Stalking and Harassmentment  

 

Hamish Brown MBE 
 

Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector 
 

UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been 
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to: 

 
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject 

 
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com 

Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com 

Referees Wanted 
for the 

Farnham & District Sunday 
Veterans League 

 
 
 

If you are interested 
Please call 

 
Colin on 01252 328 953 

Or Linda on 01276 512 735 



WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE  
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 
www.TheFA.com 

Wembley Stadium, Wembley, London HA9 0WS 
0800 169 1863 

FA Refereeing Department  
 National Managers 
“name”@theFA.com 

Peter Elsworth ; Head of Senior Referee Development  

Surrey County Football Association  
www.surreyfa.com 
 
Referee Development Officer 

Meadowbank Football Ground, Mill Lane, Dorking  
Surrey, RH4 1DX     01372 384190 
 
Craig  Hicks Tel: 01372 387 094 
Email. Referees@SurreyFA.com 

The Referees’ Association  
www.the-ra.org 
contact@the-ra.org 
Tel 024 7642 0360  

1c Bagshaw Close 
Ryton on Dunsmore 
Warwickshire 
CV8 3EX 

Surrey County Referees Association 
Honorary Secretary 

Brian Reader 01483 614008                                       
ramblingref@gmail.com 

Guildford & Woking Alliance League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911 
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk 

Surrey County Intermediate League 
(Western) Referees’ Secretary 

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911 
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk 

Suburban League  
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

 Dave Goater  
 dave.gosubrefs@outlook.com  

Combined Counties League 
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

Philip Nash 07951 415046 
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk 

Mid Week Isthmian Youth League 
Referee and Assistants Secretary  

Roger Wells 07723 304332  roger.wells99@outlook com  

Camberley & District Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

 Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m), 
 richard@harris-net.co.uk  

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Bob Dick 07803 007233  
bobmdick@btinternet..com 

Farnham & District Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Colin Barnett 01252 328953 
cbarnett5978184@aol.com 

Surrey Youth League 
Referees’ Secretary 
U16  - U18s   Stephen Brown           

referees@wsyl.org.uk 

 

mcfcfan@btinternet.com  

Surrey Primary League 
Referees Secretary 

Jake Walton / Tom Elliott 
referees@surreyprimaryleague.com 

Middlesex County FA 
Www.middlesexFA.com 
 
Hampshire County FA 
Www.hampshireFA.com 
 
Berks and Bucks County FA 
Www.berksandbucksFA.com 
 
London FA 
Www.londonFA.com 

Rectory Park, Ruislip Rd, Northolt, Middlesex UB5 5FA 
0208 515 1919 
 
Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way 
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF  01256 853000 
 
 
1,  Kimber Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1SG 
  Tel: 01235 558450 
 
11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sullivan Rd Fulham 
London SW6 3DU   0207 610 8360 

Surrey Premier County Football League  
Referees’ Secretary 

Geoff Knock  
geoff.knock@btinternet.com   




