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Meadow Sports Football Club
Loop Rd Playing Fields, Loop Rd, Kingfield, Woking
Surrey GU22 9BQ

AGENDA
♦

7.30 Academy Meeting

♦

8.00 Chairman’s Welcome

♦

Guest Speaker

Paul Field
Chairman National RA
♦

45 Year presentation to Roy Butler + Buffet

♦

Society Business

♦

10.00 Close
Next month’s meeting will be The Christmas Dinner on
Monday December 11th
The deadline for December Warbler is Friday
1st December
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the
Society or its’ Committee
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Hi Everyone,
Thank you to Tim for coming along last month
and giving us food for thought about where and
when we blow our final whistle
This month we are have the pleasure to welcome the National RA Chairman Paul Field
with his presentation on “Moving Forward Together”
So winter is starting to kick in and the weather
is definitely changing! Make sure you take extra time to prepare for your games and allow
for the change in the ground condition.
The County cup and League cup games are now in full swing, please make
sure you are aware of the individual completion rules and try not to mix them
up, because if you make an error on the rules the game will need to be replayed
and you may find you get some forced time off from County FA
Don’t forget our December meeting is our annual dinner at Hoebridge Golf Centre and the menu is available on the website, book your place now and come
along and enjoy a great evening
Enjoy your games and see you soon

Pat

2017/18 Membership

2017 Current Status

104 Full Members

General

£2,146.05

7 Friends

Supplies

£154.00

1 Affiliate Member

Belgium

£0.00

66 Referees trained in
2016/2017

Training Fund

£534.30

Youth Fund

£113.50

45 Referees trained in
2017/2018

Total

£2,947.85
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♦

The Christmas Dinner last year was I reckon our best
yet.. The food and service, and of course the organisation, was excellent. At £25 per head it’s a bargain. So
why not get yourself down to Hoebridge next month, bring a friend, or
your better half, (or both) and enjoy some festive fun. See the menu on
page 10 and send your choices to Martin and your monies to Bryan. See
you there.

♦

We’ve added a few more guest speakers to the forthcoming meetings including Mark Ives the Head of Judicial Services at the FA , Ray Herb,
newly elected board member of the National RA and Jim De Rennes
Training Officer of Kingston RS. Just April and May to fill, but we have
some names in the pipeline for your edification and delight !

Whoops . . !!
An amazing, true story from the Middlesex area: A Beazer Homes League linesman was refereeing on his local league, when he came under a lot of criticism
from a large, ugly and loudmouthed woman on the touchline. Towards the end of
the game, after suffering this abuse for long enough, he said to a player who happened to be running alongside him, "God, fancy being married to that," At which
the player said " I am".
The above appeared in the May 1991 Warbler but it reminded me of an incident
last year whilst refereeing a Surrey Intermediate League game.
The captain of one team was rather vocal and also rather liberal with his choice
of language. Not at anyone in particular but it his adjectives of habit you might
say, left a lot to be desired. After a particularly loud outburst I asked him to mind
his language and reminded him that the use of such was a dismissible offence
under the laws of the game. I also pointed out that there were young children
playing nearby and he should have more consideration. He looked at me,
looked at the youngsters and replied
“That’s ok ref, they’re my kids “ !
Good to see quite a few of the Woking Society attending the Surrey Fa Referees
Event last week. Craig Hicks, EFL referee and Harry Lennard, Premiership and
FIFA Assistant Referee gave a fascinating interactive talk. Unfortunately they ran
out of time and proceedings were rather rushed towards the end. I wouldn't like to
say that Tim Lawrence's warm up act could have been shorter but we could have
done with starting a bit earlier and cut the buffet eating time down. Although it
was a very nice buffet ! Thanks to Tim and Bruce et al for organising it all.
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Woking Referees Society Meeting October 2nd 2017
The Academy meeting was held before main meeting and headed up by Andy
Bennett, Gareth having been given a late date change appointment.
Main Meeting
Pat opened the meeting and welcomed this months speaker Tim Lawrence the
Surrey FA RDO
22 member were in attendance . Apologies for absence received from Mike Ellsmore, Gareth Heighes.
Presentation
Tim Lawrence gave a fascinating presentation entitled “End Game” The premise was how do you finish a game and when exactly do you blow the whistle?
Tim showed a couple of video clips where the referee blew for full time at very
inopportune moments eg, just as a player scored, or when there was a potential
penalty claim.
After much debate and the usual breaking into groups to discuss various scenarios it was decided that the following points should be taken into account when
ending a game, rather than just blowing up exactly on the time on your watch
♦
The temperature of the game
♦
The score
♦
Is it a cup or league game?
♦
Pick a moment when the ball is in a neutral area
Make sure you are in close proximity to the ball
♦
♦
Try and position yourself with the “happy players” (usually the winners)
♦
Avoid when ball is in the attacking 3rd
♦
The objective must be to Always Finish Safely
Pat thanked Tim end presented him with a couple of bottles of wine.
We then held the raffle
After a short break Pat showed a number of video clips of fouls and had us all
moving about the room depending on whether we thought the outcome should
be a red, yellow free kick only on no foul. Interestingly with 2 of the clips there
was 100% agreement with the whole group but a couple of others resulted in divided opinions.
AOB
Alex Rose Taylor spoke of a difficult game he had recently experienced due
mostly to one of the teams remembering him from a previous game where their
behaviour had left a lot to be desired.
Colin Barnett asked for details of the forthcoming Christmas Dinner. Martin Read
to be asked to update members.
Glenn La Roche informed the meeting that a recent charity schools tournament
he had helped organise raised an impressive £504 for MacMillan Nurses
Andy Bennett expressed a wish to organise Academy Training sessions on the
outdoor 3G pitch —aimed at anyone who wished to come along and join in.
The meeting closed at 10pm
6
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Pat presents Tim Lawrence with a
couple of bottles of wine

6th November
11th December

Tim in full flow

Society Meeting

Paul Field, Chairman RA

Society Christmas Dinner

8th January

Society Meeting

Ray Herb RA Board Member

5th February

Society Meeting

Mark Ives FA Disciplinary Officer

5th March

Society Meeting

Jim De Rennes , AGM

9th April

Society Meeting

TBA

14th May

Society Meeting

TBA

That's football, Mike, Northern Ireland have had several chances and haven't
scored but England had no chances and scored twice.
TREVOR BROOKING
. . . and so they have not been able to improve their 100 per cent record.
SPORTS ROUNDUP
In terms of the Richter Scale this defeat was a force eight gale.
JOHN LYALL
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Max Crocombe: Salford City goalkeeper sent off for urinating
Salford City goalkeeper Max Crocombe was sent off for urinating during his
side's 2-1 win at Bradford Park Avenue.
The 24-year-old New Zealander was shown red in the 87th minute of the National League North game.
"He was told by the steward twice not to do it and he went ahead and had a
pee," said Park Avenue secretary Colin Barker.
Crocombe later apologised, saying he has been in an "uncomfortable position"
and made "an error in judgment".
A spectator made a formal complaint and the incident was reported to the police.
Barker added: "He went to the side of the stand as I understand it. I didn't actually see it, but the referee definitely sent him off for it because he was alerted to
it by his linesman."
During the game, Park Avenue tweeted: "We can confirm that Crocombe has
been sent off for urinating during the game. We are not joking."
Former Oxford goalkeeper Crocombe joined Salford in May. The club is owned
by businessman Peter Lim and five former Manchester United players Ryan
Giggs, Gary Neville, Phil Neville, Paul Scholes and Nicky Butt.
Salford reacted to the dismissal by tweeting: "Red Card! Crocombe sees red for
something off the ball. No one has a clue what has happened."
Earlier this month Giovanni Liberti was banned for five games for urinating at
away fans in a Serie D game.
Spotted by Brian Reader BBC Sport

I hate it when people compare
Lionel Messi with Jesus. I mean
he’s good and all, but he’s no
Messi!!
The missus accused me of caring more about my fantasy football team than my own kids…In
my defence, I had Smalling,
Kompany, Shaw and Baines.
In 26 years as Manchester
United manager, Sir Alex Ferguson won 13 Premier League trophies, 10 community shields, 5
FA Cups, 4 League cups, 2
Champions Leagues…and only
used one piece of chewing gum.
Spotted in Touchlines
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SURREY COUNTY REFEREES ASSOCIATION REPORT
Meeting on 27th September. Items of interest.
Sin Bin trial. Surrey Primary League is only league in Surrey taking part in the
trial. It was reported that there seemed to be a difference in emphasis between
official FA written guidance and practical training advice about referees stopping/
re-starting watches if there is a short stoppage in play whilst a player is in the sin
bin. Before the trial started referees were told that multiple offenders in the sin
bin at once wouldn’t happen in practice and not to worry about needing multiple
watches etc, yet we were told that on the first weekend of the trial one referee in
another county had 5 players in the sin bin at once, all sent there at different
times.
Links with local leagues. Croydon Society is inviting league referees secretaries to their meetings, with some success.
RA re-structuring. SCRA has responded to proposals with two major concerns:
(1) President must be a RA member;
(2) the whole package is uncosted so we have no idea whether it is affordable
or sustainable – therefore we did not feel the membership could possibly
vote on the proposals as they stand.
Two more minor concerns were
(3) sourcing of volunteers of the right calibre for Board sub-committees
(4) some of the roles expected of CRAs were unrealistic without FA backing
(bearing in mind FA withdrew funding from RA/FA hub scheme in which
Woking Society was taking part last season).
(5)
SCRA Youth Council. No progress, no volunteers. Alex Bradley has been promoted to vice-chair of RA Youth Council. Ffion Eade, the new SE Programme
Representative, will be our future contact. SCRA now rather sceptical about
need for SCFA Youth Council and SCRA Youth Council – is there an element of
duplication? But wish to reassure youth members that if they have problems that
need to be pursued at CRA level please raise with your delegate and we will do
our best.

Joke of the month
Wife to a friend:
"My husband is apparently a good referee but he knows nothing about cooking
- he thinks that poached eggs are illegal"
.
Submitted by Mike Coventry in The Chiltern Referee
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Monday 11th December, 7.30 pm for 8 pm.
Hoebridge Golf Centre, Old Woking, GU22 8JH
Starters
Gravlax of Salmon with Dill
or
Ham Hock Terrine with Wholegrain Mustard Mayonnaise
or
Roasted Sweet Potato Soup
~~~~~
Mains
Roasted Turkey Breast with veg and all the trimmings
or
Roasted Red Mullet Fillet
Both accompanied with Roasted Carrots & Parsnips, Buttered
Sprouts & Peas
or
Mushroom Ravioli in a Sage Butter
~~~~~
Desserts
Medley of Christmas Pudding Cheesecake, Rich Chocolate Truffle
Torte & a Snowball Shot
Or
Cheese Board with a selection of Cheeses
~~~~~
Coffee & Mince Pies

Cost £25 per person,
Payment to Mac or Jacko by 30th November.
Cheques payable to Woking RA.
Bank Transfer to a/c 02710897 sort code 30 94 77

Menu selection choices to
martin.read5@btinternet.com
Smart casual dress.

“it will be a cracker”
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This Month’s Speaker
Paul Field - Chairman on the National Referees Association
Home is on the outskirts of Redditch Worcestershire. I
played football for Southern League team’s Redditch
United, Alvechurch and various Sunday morning teams
and it was after a game that I offered to a work colleague,
who was a football league referee, a view about the referee
we had the previous weekend – that he wasn’t fit to referee
and had no empathy to the game. I was told if you think
you can do better then take the course. 10 weeks later I
qualified and have been refereeing for 23 years mainly in
the West Midlands and what a great career it’s been and
like many others I wish I had started much earlier.
One aspect that’s tricky is the work/life/referee balance.
Following an engineering career I have worked for the last 20 years within retail
sector mainly within imports/legal/compliance and travelled with work to over 70
countries promoting ethical and environmental trading. Today I work within the TV
shopping industry broadcasting in UK, USA, Russia, Korea, and across Europe.
An extremely fast moving industry.
I have been an RA member since I qualified, and in my informative years it was
The RA that gave all the support. I joined The RA board in 2010 as a co-opted
member and was elected in 2012. It was my thought at the time that I could aid
with marketing support and my fall-back position would be around governance,due to my retail back-ground.
It became apparent to me that there many issues (and I did wonder at times –
what am I doing here?). 2012 was a key moment and I suddenly found myself
Treasurer.
I am not an accountant but believe in sound due-diligence and risk assessment
also numbers which are understandable! Within days of the AGM in 2012, a board
of inquiry was set-up which is well documented with the David Crick and Barry
Bright report. We had to grab the opportunity and working with Albert Astbury
(Eastleigh) history will show this was a critical moment for the Association. My vision at the time was to ensure the financial sustainability of the organisation and
the 2013 AGM papers gave an indication of what was coming and some big decision had to be made. The following couple of years were rocky in terms of stability
which was inevitable as change management can be painful, but since becoming
Chairman in 2015 we are now moving forward with the “member” being the focus
of everything we do, driving outstanding value, relevance, support – with a core
DNA of being Dynamic Nurturing Accessible.
I travel around LRA’s and CRA promoting our great and historic organisation with
a deal of satisfaction as we are going in the right direction. I look back with the
formation of the RA-FA Youth Council, QUEST, and an association which is now
growing. We have changed the perception of our stakeholders, and we are raising
our game as an outward looking organisation – “Moving forward together” with
something for everyone.

Paul Field
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Good Intentions
Those of us who have been refereeing for some years will remember the days
when fouls had to be intentional. For instance, before penalising a trip, you had to
be convinced that the intention of the player was to trip his opponent. If you felt
he had lunged out in an attempt to play the ball but mistimed it, or his opponent
was too quick for him and he accidentally brought him down, then this did not
constitute a foul.
This changed because it was thought wrong for referees to have to try and guess
what was in the player’s mind. Also, of course it did give referees a ‘get out’ when
they failed to penalise an offence. So this was changed and only offences like
handball and spitting were left requiring to be deliberate before we stopped the
play. We were told what mattered was the consequences, not the intention of the
action.
Why do I mention that now? Simply because the lawmakers are changing the
laws again on intent. Last year they bowed to pressure from coaches’ groups on
what they termed the triple punishment for denying an obvious goal scoring opportunity. The law was changed last season as we all know. It now says that if a
player brings down an opponent outside the penalty area in such an opportunity,
then he will still be sent off, but if this happens inside the penalty area, the referee
must decide whether it had been the player’s intention to play the ball. It is still a
foul of course but only warrants a yellow card.
Although this was supposed to be a two-year trial, it has already been deemed
successful, (on what grounds were are not told), so the principle is being extended. One of the offences of unsporting behaviour, for which a yellow card
should be shown, is interfering with or stopping a promising attack. If this is by
means of a tackle, in the opponent’s penalty area the referee now has to consider
whether he thought the player’s intention was to play the ball, in which case he
should award the penalty but withhold the yellow card.
All plain and simple you might say, but how far should ‘intentions’ go. In one of
the close season matches in which a VAR (Video Assisted Referee) was used
there was one incident that set me thinking. A player in his opponent’s penalty
area was running diagonally towards the goal when he tangled with the legs of a
defender also running towards the goal and he was brought down. True, the defender had not tried to play the ball, in fact he never even made a tackle. He had
not intended to bring the player down. The VAR decided that it was denying an
obvious goal scoring opportunity and the player was sent off. If the defender had
tried to play the ball, he could have stayed on but as it was an accident without
any intention, he was shown the red card.
The other intriguing thing about the incident, which obviously won’t affect that
many of us, is this; when it comes to judging intentions, to second guessing what
is in the player’s mind, whose responsibility is this, the referee's or the VAR's?

Dick Sawdon Smith
(Reading RS)
Courtesy of The Chiltern Referee
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Tough bans for players abusing referees
The Football Association has introduced a series of tough new mandatory bans
for grass-roots players who abuse referees after a strike last season by officials
and a Daily Telegraph campaign for action.
In a series of rule changes that come into force for r 2017-8 season, players at all
grass-roots and youth levels will receive an automatic minimum five-year ban if
they assault a referee. There will also be at least an 84-day ban; and £100 fine for
any physical contact with a match official. Verbal threats will now be sanctioned
with a minimum ban of 56 days or 6 matches and a fine of £50.
County FAs have all been written to by the national governing body and told that
disciplinary commissions must impose these sanctions and can increase them
based on any aggravating factors. The FA's previous recommendations for punishments were not mandatory and, as extensively reported by The Telegraph,
many referees felt both endangered and unsupported.
The FA was accused of allowing the Respect Campaign, which was launched in
2008 to run out of steam but a dedicated Respect Manager was reinstated last
year. As well as the new mandatory bans, the FA is trialling sin-bins in 32 lower
leagues. One of those taking part is the Surrey Youth League (SYL), who chairman, Graham Ekins, warned last year of a potential fatality after a weekend of
matches when allegations ranged from a parent threatening to stab a referee,
abuse of a child referee, a touchline fight among parents and a linesman being
butted. ( it’s the Surrey Primary League that’s trialling the Sin Bin not SYL .Mac )
Ekins has since overseen a series of changes that inspired a dramatic improvement and last week, the SYL was named National League of the Year in the annual Respect Awards. Among the initiatives in Surrey was an undertaking to ensure that every player, manager and parent signed a code of conduct at the start
of the season.
Respect marshals were introduced to work as a conduit between referees and
teams. Significantly, supporters are prohibited from standing on the touchline behind either linesman during a match. "The changes have made a huge difference
and show how you can make improvements if you galvanise everyone," said
Ekins.
I saw this in the Chiltern Referee and as I know many of our Woking Refs officiate
in the Surrey Youth league I’d be interested in their experiences on the League
and the effectiveness of the Respect Marshals
I was interested to read that in France a 15 year old player has been banned for
30 years for punching a 17 year old referee after he was shown a red card.
Apparently the Lad had already been sanctioned a number of time for physical
and verbal attacks on team-mates and his coach.
One has to admit it makes the new measures drawn up by the UK’s Football Association look pale in comparison.

Mac
13

The Warbler

The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society

MURPHY’S MEANDERINGS
In the 1990s the system changed and on Panel league games Football League
assessors came into the dressing room before the match to hear the referee’s
instructions to his linesmen. The first time this happened to me I was very nervous and I missed several points. I therefore wrote my instructions on a piece of
paper and from then on used it as an aide-memoire when giving my instructions.
A few weeks later I was at a senior league match and having given my instructions needed to go to the toilet urgently. I rushed into the toilet and realised, too
late, that there was no toilet paper. I was in a bit of a predicament but then I had
an idea. My match instructions were still in my short’s pocket. I was saved.
It was a very warm September afternoon and I was refereeing a senior league
match. The away team were overwhelming the home team and most of the first
half had been played in the home team’s half, the away team’s goalkeeper was
the loneliest player on the pitch. When we came out for the second half the home
spectators had brought a chair from the clubhouse and put it in the six-yard area
for the away goalkeeper to sit on. Thinking better of it the goalkeeper moved the
chair to the side of the goal and sat there taking the sun for the rest of the half
only moving for the occasional back pass.
In the mid-seventies, the Football League brought out the Football League
Memorandum, a document giving guidance to officials on control, management
and cooperation on Football League matches. It was only made available to Football League officials although it eventually filtered down to the lower leagues.
Along with a local colleague I had been appointed linesman to a Hampshire Senior cup match between Basingstoke Town and Thorneycroft Sports. It was a
tough local derby. Both teams were at the top of the Hampshire County League
first division and their grounds were less than a mile from each other being at opposite ends of the same road. The players knew each other well and there was a
lot of rivalry between them. Add the fact that it was being played mid-week under
floodlights and we had a game on our hands. The Hampshire FA, aware of the
potential of the game, had appointed a Football League referee to control the
match. As we changed for the match it was very much “me”, he showed very little
interest in us, and never once did he ever mention his pre-match instructions or
what he required from us. As we neared the kick-off he picked up the ball and left
the changing room walking towards the touchline. Concerned, we asked him what
he wanted him us to do. Looking surprised he replied, “Football League memorandum,” and ran off to the centre circle. We were both Football Combination
linesmen and were aware of the “memorandum” but we didn’t know what it contained, we didn’t even know what line to run. We had a quick chat, decided what
we were going to do and just got on with it. He did his thing, we did what we
thought he wanted, and, fortunately, the game went well. There was no discussion about the game afterwards, he changed and, thanking us for our assistance,
left. Another one to chalk up to experience.

Tony Murphy
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Surrey FA County Cups
Saturday Intermediate Cup Rd 2
Horsley v Oxted & District
Referee : Paul Gorringe
Saturday Lower Junior Cup
Laleham Athletic v AFC Gatton
Referee : Carl Jones
Saturday Junior Cup
Worplesdon Phoenix Res v South Wimbledon.
Referee : Carl Jones
Saturday Lower Junior County Cup
Hersham First -v- Dorkinians Fourth
Referee : Stephen Brown
Senior County Cup
Westfield v Abbey Rangers
Assistant Referee : Callum Peter
Saturday Premier County Cup
Met Police Res v Nottsborough
Assistant Referee : Callum Peter
Sunday Lower Junior County Cup
Knaphill Athletic Senior v Molesey Strollers
Referee : Will Siegmund
Intermediate County Cup
Keens Park Rangers First v Raynes Park Vale Reserves
Referee : Will Siegmund
Saturday Lower Junior Cup
Traco Athletic v Sutton High
Referee : Roy Butler
Sunday Veterans Cup
Mytchett Athletic Seniors Veterans v Ashridge Park Veterans Old Boys
Referee : Roy Butler
FA Trophy
Hayes & Yeading v Chesham
Assistant Referee : Jackk Oxenham
FA Vase 1st Round Proper
Broadbridge Heath v Kensington Borough.
Assistant Referees : David Payne & Shawn Barclay
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The Cat Is Out Of The Bag
Interesting to hear one of the football pundits tell us last Saturday that that “it was
revealed at a pre-season meeting with Premiership referees that there must be a
very high hurdle before a second yellow card is issued”.
This came out of a discussion about a Manchester City player receiving a second
caution late in added time for a goal celebration. How high was that hurdle?
Nonetheless, the referee was absolutely, technically correct under the circumstances despite being roundly criticised for ‘over-reaction’ and a lack of commonsense.
So we are back to the consistency and correct application of law debate. Why
should it only need an early, unsporting trip for a first yellow yet demand almost a
grievous assault for a second one?
Cautions – especially those for unsporting acts – cover a whole spectrum with the
referee having to make an instant decision on how to deal with it. That decision
rightly has to take in other related factors such as the offender’s apparent temperament, the temperature of the game, the degree to which the unsporting act
was an inconvenience to the victim’s team. Even mandatory cautions, such as for
delaying a restart by kicking the ball away have varying seriousness – how soon
after the whistle / how apparently deliberate was the act / how far was the ball
kicked etc. Very little in football offence judgement is clear-cut.
And on the matter of consistency ………I’ve been noting down some of the incorrect
application of law in recent televised matches:
♦

♦

♦
♦

♦
♦
♦
♦

Much deserved second cautions that have been, at worst, ignored or just dealt
with a ‘final warning’. Often the second offence had been worse than the first
for which a caution was given.
Allowing throw-ins to be taken tens of metres away from where the ball crossed
the line, often but not always closer to the thrower’s goal line, in the interests of
speeding up play. There is always a tactical advantage in taking these throws
quickly with the ball further away from opponents.
Allowing quick, ’convenient’ free kicks to be taken tens of metres away from
where the offence occurred and excusing it by signalling an advantage.
Not dealing with encroachment when opponents are allowed to stand very
close to a free kick being taken, even waggling a foot at the ball in a token gesture of defiance.
Invasion of the penalty area at a penalty kick; I even saw one defender get
ahead of the kicker.
Goalkeeper rushing at the ball even before the penalty kick is taken, closing
down the kicker.
Overwhelmingly penalising forwards rather than defenders for pushing/holding
in the penalty area at corners and attacking free kicks. Approximate ratio 20:1.
Goalkeeper and referee both dressed in black.
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And not just by the referees: I’m fed up with commentators talking about ‘intent’. “Yes,
it was a careless/reckless tackle but there was no intent there.” So what? “Yes that
was a dangerous tackle but he played the ball.” When are we going to make knowing
the LoTG a compulsory subject for the experts?
Football at the top has become too self-indulgent with its money and show-biz image.
It is fast degenerating from a genuine sport. Applying the laws as they are clearly written in a sensible and consistent manner has been submersed by the notion that professional football is now an [expensive] entertainment that is not there to be spoilt by
some officious busybody stopping the flow of the game because of technicalities.
George Orwell wrote ‘1984’ in 1949. What a visionary he was! William Harrison wrote
‘Rollerball’ in 1975, perhaps not as famous, certainly not an English Literature subject,
but a bleak picture of the world to be [2018] that is dominated by a wealthy, violent,
globally popular sport in that two teams clad in body armour skate on roller skates
(some instead ride on motorcycles) around a banked, circular track. The object of the
game is to score points by throwing a softball-sized steel ball into the goal. The team
without possession of the ball is defensive and acts to prevent scoring. Rollerball is a
full-contact sport in which players have considerable leeway using fair means or foul
in order to take or maintain possession of the ball and to score points.
Is football going that way?

Courtesy of The Chiltern Referee
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Referees’ tolerance of foul play annoyed fans and
blighted 1950s matches
Restrained use of yellow cards by officials meant any caution was headline
news but that attitude was not always for the good of the game
13 October ~ One Thursday in the 1950s the headline on the sports page of the
Woking News & Mail was that the local team’s star player, Charlie Mortimore, had
been booked the previous Saturday. Today the headline news would be a game
without a booking. If such things were relatively unusual then, sendings off were
even rarer.
I did not see one until my 85th game, in September 1959, when Gateshead leftback Ken Moffitt departed in a 3-2 defeat at Aldershot. To nobody’s surprise, it
was for “arguing with the referee” and not for serious foul play. Players who had
been sent off were treated almost as pariahs. During their suspensions, which
were measured in days and not in matches, they had to stay away from their clubs
and they were not paid. This might in part explain why referees were reluctant to
use the ultimate sanction.
In 1950s Britain, tolerance of what were often described as “robust” challenges
was still widespread. Even so, we were well aware that some teams and some
players were “dirty”. We Woking supporters, for example, disliked our then Isthmian League rivals Wimbledon for their win-at-all-costs attitude, which included a
lot of blatant intimidation.
However, you only have to watch footage of Peter McParland’s cheek-breaking,
and unpunished, assault on Manchester United goalkeeper Ray Wood in the 1957
FA Cup final, won 2-1 by Aston Villa, and hear commentator Kenneth Wolstenholme’s impassioned assertion that he had done nothing wrong to realise that
things really were different then.
In another Cup final seven years later, West Ham left-back Jack Burkett made one
particularly high challenge on Preston’s Dave Wilson and has admitted that he
would have been sent off for it now. Instead referee Arthur Holland settled for having a quiet word, saying: “You don’t want to be the first to be sent off in a Cup final,
do you?”
Not every game in those days was a clogging match but fans were not happy
when rough play went unpunished and referees came in for criticism for tolerating
it. The problem was that they lacked the powers they have today which made leniency more likely in tricky situations, as Ken Aston found when he refereed the
gruesomely violent Chile v Italy game in the 1962 World Cup. Both sides were
equally to blame, but only Italy were punished, having two players sent off as the
hosts won 2-0.
Aston later chaired FIFA’s Referees Committee and suggested the introduction of
red and yellow cards for the 1970 World Cup. Previously, the match officials just
had their notebooks, and there was no written rule that two cautions meant that
you were off, though a booking was in effect a warning not to do it again.
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Back then, too, you could commit what we now call “professional fouls” with impunity – Pelé was crippled by more than one Portugal player in the 1966 World
Cup under the indulgent gaze of another English referee, George McCabe.
Meanwhile, anyone who saved a goal by handling on the line would be very
unlucky to be booked..
However, even if we were not happy about some of the tackling that was tolerated, we also preferred the British “get stuck in” way of playing to what were perceived as the devious methods of foreigners. For some mysterious reason it was
felt that a full-blooded crunching tackle that took the man and not the ball was
less dishonest than pulling a player back by his shirt. The truth is that there were
plenty of foreign butchers and some British shirt-pullers.
Despite the mountains of red and yellow cards that are now issued, football is
undoubtedly less violent than it was when I started watching, with noticeably
fewer broken legs. Over the years the laws have been gradually modified to enable more creative players to flourish, and they are now applied more rigidly.
We are still very far from perfection, but games like Chile v Italy, and the equally
violent Intercontinental Cup ties of the late 1960s involving the European and
South American club champions, could not happen now. And for that we should
be grateful to those who saw the need for change and acted on it.
As for Charlie Mortimore, he turned 89 on April 12 and remains Woking’s greatest player, even though he did get booked. Once.
Richard Mason writing in “When Saturday Comes” via Mal Davies

Certain people are for me, certain people are pro me.
TERRY VENABLES
I'm going to make a prediction - it could go either way.
RON ATKINSON
And with just 4 minutes gone, the score is already 0-0.
IAN DARK
They've got their feet on the ground and if they stay that way they'll go places.
JOHN GIDMAN
I was disappointed to leave Spurs, but quite pleased that I did.
STEVE FERRYMAN
Being naturally right-footed he doesn't often chance his arm with his left foot.
TREVOR BROOKING
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"IT'S A DOG'S LIFE"
At least once in a while on some club's ground, a game gets held up when a
stray dog gets on to the pitch and play is suspended whilst the canine is caught
and carried off.
Although the appearance on the animal is usually a cause for some laughter,
they are really a bit of a menace particularly when it's never quite sure of what
the reaction of the dog is going to be when caught.
For instance, Brentford's keeper at that time, Chick Brodie, was out of action for
several weeks after injuring himself tackling a stray dog on the pitch! whilst it
may have its funny side, when one gets this kind of reaction it takes on a serious
note.
How the stray gets into the ground isn't difficult to solve because they usually get
under a turnstile and pass unnoticed mingling with the people going in. Gradually
they find a gap in the crowd or retaining wall and so on to the pitch where they
are naturally delighted to find plenty of room to frolick about.
Dogs are a fairly common sight at soccer grounds up and down the country.
Southend United once had fun and games when a rabbit scampered on to their
pitch and a field mouse or even the odd rat are fairly commonplace.
We recall, a few years ago, we had a large black crow that used to settle on the
field whilst the game was in progress, and once we had so many poor results
that the bird got the blame or, if you like, the bird got the bird I
We think we can lay claim here to the strangest "intruder" on the pitch ... a piglet!
A few seasons back, to publicise one of their Rag Week money raising efforts,
some students let a pig loose here with a little "advert" on his back. This caused
quite a stir ... quite a laugh ... and a problem too ... . No one claimed it after the
game and we were left with it on our hands before handing it to the RSPCA!
Actually, it is surprising the kind of things that some people try to bring into a
football ground. Not far from here, a regular attender at league matches takes his
bicycle with him through the gates. He's a season ticket holder and once had his
bike pinched from the car park so now he takes it inside the ground with him ...
true! We also know on at least one ground two supporters have permission to
take their dogs into the ground with them - one animal is a tiny Manchester terrier and it sits tucked in his owner's coat all through the match with just a shiny
nose to be seen.
The other fan takes his place on the terraces and the dog sits faithfully at his side
and doesn't move away throughout the entire game. These are isolated cases, of
course, for not every club would encourage such a situation but it's one of the
many problems football's administrators get thrown at them.
In fact, to coin a phrase, you might almost say that they have "a dog's life".
From an old Nottingham Forest programme
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MACHO OF THE DAY
With acknowledgement to the Fleet Town (Jewson Wessex League) Programme.
Long before the ref blows his whistle for the start of the game we will be treated to
the first of the 'Macho Trivial "Pursuits of the Day'. This begins with almost all of
the 22 players shoving their hands down the front of their shorts for some last minute 're-arrangements'. At this point most of the ladies in the crowd will be trying to
focus their view elsewhere, hoping to look skywards and find a convenient plane
flying over the ground, if not we will rummage in our handbags looking for something - anything!
This exhibition will be closely followed by the first of the game's competitions,
namely, 'Who can pull up their shorts the highest without actually cutting themselves in half?'. Winner of this competition to date must be Gazza who has the
highest grass burns we have ever seen, nearly up to his armpits! Ladies, this competition will usually be followed by another brief 're-arrangement' so, handbags at
the ready!
Competition number two will start the first time the ball goes out of play. It's the
Champion Spit Competition. You've heard of Spit the Dog? Well he's got nothing
on these guys! They can manage long distance, synchronised spits like you've
never seen. Point of note here, don't sit too near the front of the stand and always
watch which way the wind is blowing.
Just when you thought it was safe to tuck .into your half time snacks comes the
'Piece de Resistance', the "Handkerchiefless Nose Blow". Guaranteed to turn you
off your hotdog. This must be the ultimate macho image maker, if not why else
would the professionals wait till the Match of the Day cameras have them full face
before they 'Blow'. Well if it's good enough for them it's good enough for our lads
(should we approach Kleenex for sponsorship next year?).
Not mentioned in any of these pursuits of course are the 'Gentlemen in Black', they
of the knife edge pleated shorts and the brylcreemed hair (or should it be the other
way round?). Anyway the worst you will see them do is rummage in the top of their
socks for their pencils. At least I think it's their pencils, if it's not it certainly brings
new meaning to the phrase "Interfering with play"!
For all these little habits and pursuits would we swop our dear players? Too £$%\
right! Mel Gibson please contact.
The loyal band of lady supporters (the forgotten heroines of washday).
Both these article first appeared in the Warbler May 1991
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From whistles to watches,
flags to record cards, shirts to
socks, Callum’s got the lot.
Help support the society and
make sure you give Callum a
call for all your refereeing needs
callumpeter@gmail.com

07951 425179

Referees Wanted
for the

Farnham & District Sunday
Veterans League

If you are interested
Please call
Colin on 01252 328 953
Or Linda on 01276 512 735
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Adie Thunders to the Rescue
I have just had quite a testing week with reports of Referees going down with calf
strains (I think Bob and I between us have 7 Refs with the injury) and the SCILW
having a lot of ‘Home Draws’ in the Intermediate Cup.
That said I was delighted by the way the Match Officials rallied round and enabled me to cover all the games (famous last words).
It is not just having enough Referees to go around I spend a long time trying to
localise you guys as best I can. Sitting at my work-station accompanied with a
beer or two I manage to get there in the end.
Also I spend quite a while on the phone to Bob Dick in order to assist him with
the Cup games. Bob is very good and doesn’t just take Referees but asks me to
help out and I am always happy to oblige. We get there in the end!!
Diane came to me for some advice concerning whistles. Apparently all the Staff
at the school had been issued with a whistle for playground duty etc. Diane
showed it to me and commented that they were somewhat pathetic and they
probably purchased a job lot of 10 for a pound! Consulting my good self I informed her that most Referees prefer either and Acme Thunderer or the Fox
40m Classic. I have both so we took them into the garden to try them out. She
plumped for the Acme so I duly found one of my spares and fitted it to her key –
ring. From what I can gather it has been a resounding (no pun intended) success
at school. Thinking back I did recommend the Acme to a colleague of mine from
work for his son-in-law to use at his school and he is delighted with the result.
An appeal from my youngest son to make a stand for his recently acquired
aquarium. He gave me the dimensions and I estimated that full of water it would
weigh around a quarter of a metric tonne! Took the trusty Mondeo down to
Wickes and returned with inch thick timberboard, four inch square timber plus
some four by two for bracing. Guess I have my work cut out for a few weeks as
he will want it all shaped and rounded and my routers will be working overtime
on this project one thinks.
The old snitch seems to be healing well but
the scars are still very prominent. They should
go down well for Halloween – won’t need a
mask. Only thing is, I think that so many
nerves were severed I have quite a few ‘numb’
areas on my conk. Still, better than the alternative.
Keep the availability coming

Adie
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Part 63: The Perfect Referee
The definition of the perfect referee
Is to stay calm and take responsibility
Be strong, stand firm and be fair
When the going gets tough the players don’t care
Apply the laws show yellow and red
Don’t let the players mess with your head
All signals clear for the players to understand
An outstretched arm and an extended hand
Blow that whistle very loud
Even if there is no crowd
Don’t let those players cause depression
Dress to impress for that good first impression
Whether at Premier league or at grass roots
Always have those shiny boots
Dress to impress bit by bit
Always look good in your kit
Use the captains to help you out
Better to talk than have a player shout
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Willie the Whistler the perfect referee
Is there a better referee than me?
I may not be in the premier league
But there’s nothing wrong
With Sunday Park League North Division Three
Attend county training courses for the referees
You can only improve and be like me
Go to the gym so you can move
It’s always good to improve
Look after your health and your well being too
Then there is nothing you can’t do
Why not try for promotion
It’s so easy with no commotion
Level seven then six then five
Feeling fit and so alive
If you fancy then go for more
Are you good enough for level four?
Look at Willie he is the best
What makes him stand out from the rest
Alas for Willie he is level seven
But maybe for Willie that is heaven
He does it for enjoyment and for fun
It gets him out the house and he has a little run
It’s all about enjoyment whatever level you are!

Willy Woodwork
Willy ‘Red Card’ Woodwork……
……the ‘whistling’ referee.
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95 Sutton Avenue
St Johns, Woking
Surrey GU21 8UL
01483 385776
07780 684416
michaelgeorgelawrence@hotmail.com

Advice on the prevention of
Stalking and Harassmentment
Hamish Brown MBE
Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector
UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to:
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com
Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com
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Classes here now
FOR ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS
MALE AND FEMALE
OF ALL AGES

HAVE FUN
GETTING FIT
For Details

Contact Gareth Price on
07735067158
Winston Churchill School
Every Tuesday at 19.00 - 20.00 hrs

AshTaxis
6 Seater Taxi
Airports , Docks, Social Functions

Competitive Prices
24 hours by appointment
Contact —Colin Barnett on
Tel.
01252 328957
Fax
01252 654811
Mob 07831 404 066
E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com
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What Would You Do? - Answers to October Issue
Q1. You share a surname with the home team's keeper. When he commits a foul on an
opponent in the penalty area, you award a penalty against him. His team mates scream
foul abuse at him, using his surname. But several of them are looking directly at you.
What would you do?
A1. It is irrelevant to whom they are directing the abuse. It is unacceptable. Dismiss the
ringleader. If there are two equally guilty players dismiss them both.
Q2. At the coin toss with the captains you fumble the catch. But the home captain cleverly plucks the coin from the air before it hits the grass, then slaps it on his wrist and
challenges his opponent in the usual way. The away captain shouts "heads" and heads
it is. Both are happy to kick off in the normal way. What would you do?
A2 Take no action. The toss was correctly carried out. Use common sense and start
the game.
Q3. You accidentally block a defence-splitting pass, so you apologise for your clumsiness. You think the players have accepted it and moved on - but moments later, the
midfielder who actually played the pass suddenly sends you flying with a brutal
"accidental" body charge. "Sorry for being so clumsy", he says. What would you do?
A3. Stop play if the ball is already dead. Consult your assistants. If they are certain the
body charge was deliberate, dismiss the player for violent conduct. If they are not sure,
let it go, and include the details in your report.
Q4. The last defender makes a clean tackle on the edge of the area, and ends up in a
heap with the striker. Spotting another forward racing on to the loose ball, which has
stopped right on the 18 yard line, the defender swipes it away with his hand. What
would you do?
A4. Award a penalty - the line forms part of the area. Caution the defender for unsporting behaviour; or issue a red card if you think it was DOGSO.
Q5. You have played extra time in a cup final with the Reds having finished with 10
men - a defender had two yellow cards. You prepare for the kicks from the penalty
mark and the Blues have selected a player to be excluded in order to equalise the
numbers. As the Red team take their second penalty, the Blue keeper dives to his left
but shouts in pain as his knee buckles under him. Clearly he cannot continue. The
Blues still have an unused substitute, and you advise the Blue captain that since it is
the keeper who is injured, they may use him. However, the captain says that it is the
player who was excluded at the start of the penalty kicks who is their best keeper replacement and he wishes him to be allowed back on to the pitch. What would you do?
A5. This is allowed. Law 10: A keeper can be replaced at any time by a substitute (or
by a player excluded to make the numbers equal) but may not take a kick.
Q6. You award a free kick to Blues 15 yards outside the penalty area. You are surprised when the defensive wall line up on the edge of the area rather than 10 yards
from the ball. You signal the kick to be taken and a superb effort is blasted into the top
corner. As the scoring team celebrate, the defending team protest that they had expected to be advised as where they should stand, as their coach had emphasised their
always playing in a sporting manner and never encroaching at free kicks. They are now
upset that you have allowed their sporting attitude to be used to their disadvantage.
What would you do?
A6. Award the goal. Had they advised you in advance of their intentions, then it would
be only right for you to assist them with their positioning. For any further such free kicks
be careful not to allow a repeat of this situation.
Q7. A player emerges for the second half wearing spectacles, saying his contact
lenses kept falling out. What would you do?
A7. You have to make sure that there is no risk of injury to the player or opponents.
If they are "standard" spectacles you may have to intervene and have them removed.
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What Would You Do?
Question 1.
A Blue defender, under pressure in his own penalty area, safely manages to shepherd the ball out of play. With his team a goal down and only minutes to play, he is
keen for a re-start quickly, so he throws the ball to his keeper for the goal-kick and
runs quickly forward out of the penalty area, leaving the opposing forward well behind. The keeper attempts to blast the ball upfield but somehow manages to hit the
back of the defender's head. The ball rebounds into the penalty area, straight to
the delighted forward who turns and thumps the ball into the net. The keeper immediately points out that the forward should not have been in the penalty area
when the goal-kick was taken, so it should be a re-take. What would you do?
Question 2
With the penalty area clear of all players except the keeper, he takes a goal-kick
sideways to his left back standing near the touchline. An opposing forward spots
that the defender is distracted and that there is not much pace on the ball, so runs
diagonally across the penalty area, managing to intercept the ball about a yard
outside the area. He promptly dribbles into the area and neatly chips the keeper,
placing the ball inside the far post. What would you do?
Question 3
A keeper is about to take a goal kick. An opposing Red forward is standing just
outside the penalty area with a Blue defender in close attendance. You are aware
that there has been some off-the-ball "handbags" between these two players, so
elect to remain in their vicinity until the kick has been taken. Unfortunately, you are
so busy watching the two of them that you do not realise that the keeper has sliced
his kick directly at you. It bounces off your arm and back into the penalty area. The
forward is quick to react but the keeper just beats him to the ball and drills it out of
play over the touchline. What would you do?
Question 4.
A Blue defender plays a pass through his own area towards a team-mate standing
a few yards in front of his keeper. But as the ball rolls, the keeper trots out and
picks it up. What would you do?
Question 5
After a fierce but fair melee in the box, the ball drops to a Red striker. Before he
can tap it into the net, a Blue defender suddenly stops it with his hand, then points
to blood trickling down his face. What would you do?
Question 6
A Red penalty taker slowly and meticulously prepares for his kick. But as he walks
back out of the area for his run-up, a Red team-mate suddenly races in and
smashes the ball into the net. What would you do?
Ed. Questions were taken from "In the referee's opinion" in Touchlines - Sutton RS,
and from "You Are The Ref" by Keith Hackett and Paul Trevillion)
Courtesy of The Chiltern Referee
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WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
www.TheFA.com

Wembley Stadium PO Box 1966
London SW1P 9EQ

FA Refereeing Department
National Managers
“name”@theFA.com

Neale Barry ; Head of Senior Referee Development

Surrey County Football Association
www.surreyfa.com

Unit 2E (2nd floor),St Martins House, St Martins
Walk,Dorking,Surrey,RH4 1UW 01372 373543

Referee Development Officer

Tim Lawrence 01372 373543

The Referees’ Association
www.the-ra.org
contact@the-ra.org
Tel 024 7642 0360

1c Bagshaw Close
Ryton on Dunsmore
Warwickshire
CV8 3EX

Surrey County Referees Association
Honorary Secretary

Brian Reader 01483 480651
gillian.reader@ntlworld.com

Guildford & Woking Alliance League
Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Surrey County Intermediate League
(Western) Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Suburban League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Tony King
tkingsfl@yahoo.co.uk

Combined Counties League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Philip Nash 07951 415046
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk

Southern Youth League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Nick Clark

Camberley & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m),
richard@harris-net.co.uk

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Bob Dick 07803 007233
bobmdick@btinternet..com

Farnham & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Colin Barnett 01252 328953
cbarnett5978184@aol.com

Surrey Elite Intermediate Football League Richard Brum 07956 185602
richard.brum@sky.com
Referees’ Secretary
Surrey Youth League
Referees’ Secretary

www.wsyl.org.uk
Alan Wiggins 01932 789376 alan.wiggins@wsyl.org.uk

Surrey Primary League
Referees Secretary

Melissa Brundish

referees@surreyprimaryleague.com

Middlesex County FA
Www.middlesexFA.com

39/41 Roxborough Rd Harrow,
Middlesex, HA1 1NS 0208 424 8524

Hampshire County FA
Www.hampshireFA.com

Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF 01256 853000

Berks and Bucks County FA
Www.berksandbucksFA.com

First Floor, Stratton Court, Kimber Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1BZ Tel: 01235 544890

London FA
Www.londonFA.com

11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sulivan Rd Fulham
London SW6 3DU 0870 774 3010

