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The December meeting  will be our Christmas Dinner  
Monday 13th December 2021 

The deadline for the December Warbler is 
Friday 26th November 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the  
Society or its’  Committee  

Meadow Sports Football Club 
Loop Rd Playing Fields, Loop Rd, Kingfield, Woking 

Surrey GU22 9BQ 
 

                       Agenda  
 

                         8pm Welcome 
                         ********* 

                         Guest Speaker 

                          Tim Robinson 

      *********        

     Centenary Club Raffle    

 ********* 

Society Business 

******** 
10pm Close  
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Hi Everyone 
 
Welcome to November’s Chatter and the wider edition of 
our excellent Warbler magazine. 
 
Let’s get straight into it and give a big thank you to our Pa-
tron, Tim Lawrence for an excellent presentation at our Oc-
tober meeting. It was great to see a room of 30+ people of 
all refereeing levels enjoying and debating the four clips on 
show. 
There was certainly some “lively” debate at times and for 
me, personally, I feel that this is the best way for us all to 
be able to contribute, learn and enjoy. 
Thank you once again Tim and although you’re technically classed as retired, it 
certainly appears that you continue to be as busy as ever!! 
 
This month sees us welcome back for his third visit Premier League & Select 
Group 2 referee Tim Robinson. Tim needs no introduction by now and has 
been invited back due to a) his superb topics of discussion and b) being very 
cheap on expenses!! 
In all seriousness, to have another top class match official who’s operating at the 
top of the game to give up their valuable time to come and speak to us is fantas-
tic and we’re looking forward to the evening – please do all you can to clear your 
diaries and come along, let’s see if we can beat the attendance we achieved last 

time Tim came to see us (Note: it was 45!!) � 

 
Onto some County FA news and our RDO Brent Pettit leaves his role at County 
HQ on November 12th. I will be responding to Brent with a collective thanks from 
our Society for all his hard work over the last year and a half since he came into 
the role – it has certainly been a testing time for him both personally and profes-
sionally, not least due to the Pandemic. Good luck in your future career Brent 
and thanks from all at Woking Society. 
 
We continue to grow as a Society in terms of membership with three new arrivals 
since our last meeting. Matt was present at Loop Road for October’s meeting, 
and we also say hello to Alex and Will as well – please make them welcome at 
our next meeting and make sure they get involved - Gentlemen, you’re very wel-
come!! 
 
More good news for some of our members was the email that landed in their in-
box on the 12th October informing them of their mid-season promotion from Level 
5 to Level 4. This is a fantastic achievement and the start of their journey into 
semi-professional football, as a referee at Supply League level and as an Assis-
tant Referee at Contributory League level. 
Therefore, please join me in congratulating Ollie Hind, Erno Vajda, Pat Nixon 
and Dec Wyatt on their collective promotions. 
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Tim is a Select Group 2 referee, taking 
charge of matches in the Championship.  
 
He began his career by officiating locally 
on the Chichester and West Sussex 
Sunday League and the Sussex County 
League before progressing through the 
levels to achieve promotion to the Na-
tional List for the 2012/13 season.  

 
Following a career as a PE teacher, he became a full time referee in 2016 
when he was offered a place on the Select Group 2 panel. 
 
He has recently received some excellent appointments, including the Champi-
onship Play Off semi-final first leg between Bournemouth and Brentford in 
May 2021. He also refereed a Premier League game between Burnley and 
Newcastle in May 2019.  
 
 

Finally, my time as Chairman of this great Society is coming to an end – at 
the AGM in March we will be voting in a new Chairman – and part of my role 
is to ensure that we have some continuity in place for Committee positions. 
This Society is unable to rely on the same five or six individuals who volun-
teer to do everything and therefore I am urging all of you to ask yourselves 
“what can I do to help preserve and grow my society”. 
For example, Mac has informed us that he wishes to step down as Secretary 
at the AGM after three years. We have been very fortunate to have Mac (and 
Pat before him) willing to take on this position and now we’re looking for the 
next Secretary to support the incoming Chairman. If you think this could be 
something for you, please feel free to give me a call to discuss as it’s impor-
tant we get this sorted as quickly as possible. 
 
Right, that’s it from me, enjoy your games in November and I’m looking for-
ward to welcoming you all to Meadow Sports FC (Loop Road, Woking) on 
November 1st for our evening with Tim Robinson as our guest speaker. 
7.30pm for an 8pm prompt start. 
 
See you there!! 
 
 

Andy 
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2020/21 Membership 

As at 20th October  

70 Full Members 

12 Friends 

3 Affiliate Member 

 

2021 Current Status  

General £2294.50 

Supplies £152.65 

Belgium £0.00 

Training Fund £181.97 

Centenary Fund (formerly 
Youth Fund) 

£1262. 58 

Total £3737.42 

 

The October winner was  
 

Richard Adamson, who won both the  
first and second prizes  

 
♦ With the recent promotion to level 4 of four of our members, Woking now 

has, out of its 68 members, a remarkable 23 level 5 referees and a further 
20 who are level 4 or above.  

 
♦ May we extend a very warm welcome to two new members Will Smithers 

and Alex Smithyes. We wish you a long and fruitful association with Woking 
Referees’ Society and hope to see you at a meeting at Meadow Sports soon  

 
♦ It was good to back at Meadow Sports last month and to catch up with 

 friends and colleagues once more and also to be able to welcome new 
 members Stephen Matthews, David Pilling (and Charlotte) and Matthew 
 Mahoney to the fold (I hope I haven’t missed anyone) and look forward to 
 seeing you all next month when Tim Robinson is our honoured guest.   

      
♦ A reminder that Dean Banks is our “Social Media Mogul”  If you have any-

thing you’d like Dean to post then please contact him at  
 deanbanks2005@hotmail.com or phone/whatsapp  07775516007. 
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FA Youth Cup 3rd Qualifying 
Barnet vs Bromley 
Referee - Stephen Matthews 
 
Aldershot Town vs Tonbridge Angels 
Asst Referee - Roy Lawrence 
 
FA Trophy 3rd Qualifying Round  
Cray Wanderers vs Kings Langley  
A/R Declan Wyatt 
 
FA Challenge Trophy  
Bedfont Sports v Romford.  
A/R William Douglas    
(Referee Tim Robinson!)  
 
Saturday 16th October 
Football League Two 
Leyton Orient vs Walsall 
AR2: Andy Bennett 
 
Tuesday 19th October 
Football League One 
Cambridge Utd vs Sheffield Wednesday 
AR1: Andy Bennett 
 
Surrey FA Sunday Lower Junior County Cup 
SUN 17 OCT 2021  
Gordon's Camels 1st -v- Milford Green  
Referee: Stephen Brown, 
 
Surrey Senior County Cup  
Abbey Rangers v Farnham  
Referee :Derrick Laing 
 
Surrey FA Junior Saturday Cup 
Dial Square 1st 1X v Abbey Rangers 
Referee : Carl Jones 
 
Horsley Reserves v Dorkinians 3rd 
Referee : Rob Simpkins 

Congratulations 
 

 to the following members for achieving promotion to Level 4  
 

Oliver Hind : Patrick Nixon : Erno Vajda :  Declan Wyatt  
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Last month’s meeting was held on 4th October at the Meadow Sports clubhouse 
and was attended by 26 members. Apologies for absence were received from 
Richard Hailstone, Jackie and Eliza Bisley, Dean Banks, Gareth Heighes, Paul 
Gorringe, and Carl Jones. 
 
Chairman Andy opened he meeting and kicked off by presenting Jonty Bolland 
who was our guest speaker at our September meeting which had to revert to 
Zoom at the last minute due to the ceiling at the clubhouse collapsing, with a bot-
tle of wine. 
 
He then welcomed our guest speaker, Society Patron Tim Lawrence, whose talk 
was on  Positioning and Movement.  
 
Tim started by telling us what he has been getting up to since he retired as RDO 
at Surrey FA. As well as being on granddaughter(s) duties 4 days a week, he has 
become heavily involved with training Observers for the FA,  including Jersey FA, 
PGMOL/FA and Sussex FA. Also training 20 female observers for the FA 
and also at 2b Level and the new Level 4 to 3 observers, plus the FA Community 
website for Step 2 to 6 observers.   
On the RA front Tim is part of the National RA Welfare team, Welfare Officer for 
Sussex RA and Surrey RA and chairman of Horsham RA. He also leads a small 
 support group of Surrey RA level 4 referees and assists with the Chelsea and 
Fulham Academies, the running of which as been taken over from Surrey FA. 
( So much for retirement Tim? . Ed ) 
 
Tim commenced to take us through a series of video clips and asked us, in our 
groups, to consider the following. 
 

♦ To look at how quickly the referee reacts to a fast attacking move 
 
♦ Look at the referees movement and how quickly he covers the distance 
 
♦ Where the referee moves to enabling him to get a credible viewing angle 
 
♦ The importance of having dynamic movement 
 
♦ Does the referee make the correct decision. 

We then watched a number of video clips which included incidents where bye the 
referee would have been in a better position to view an incident had he been 
quicker off the mark and anticipated play.  
We saw examples where the referee was left “flat footed” and struggled to keep 
up with play. 
 
Other videos showed excellent examples of the referee, who by keeping on the 
move and on his toes was able to not only keep up with play, but also able create 
an angle to maximise visibility. As always the video clips engendered much de-
bate and interestingly in contrast to the usual situations where the referee(s) 
could possibly have done better, it was fascinating and very enlightening to see 
best practise being performed. .  
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Andy presenting Jonty and Tim with bottles of wine for their excellent presentations 
in September and October respectively  

Two examples in particular showed excellent best practice.  
 
In one the referee is on the move in the Blue’s half of the field of play near the 
centre circle. The referee reacts to the Blue’s attacking move and keeps up with 
play with a fast run and is always within10 metres of play.  The Yellow 4 chal-
lenges for the ball and the Blue 3 goes to ground. The referee has a good viewing 
angle of the challenge and decides that the Blue 3 tried to deceive the referee by 
pretending to have been fouled. The referee kept running towards the incident and 
showed the Blue 3 a yellow card (caution) for his actions. The Blue 3 did not ar-
gue with the referee and accepted the caution as he knew what he had done.  
 
In the second one,  The referee was initially on the move during active play when 
play was around the penalty area and was not ‘flat footed’. As the referee was 
moving he was therefore able to act quickly to the fast moving attack that ensued. 
As a result he ran from penalty area to penalty area, approximately 70 metres in 9 
seconds displaying dynamic movement (he actually overtook 2 defenders)  
Although he started to run in a straight line to cover the distance, he then moved 
to his right to get an angle on the challenge that was made. He was then 10 me-
tres away from the ensuing foul tackle and as a result no-one questioned his deci-
sion to award a penalty kick.  
 
At the conclusion of an excellent and thought provoking presentation Andy 
thanked Tim and presented him with a bottle of wine.  
 
We then had the Centenary draw followed by Stephen Brown describing a couple 
of match incidents in which he was involved and asking the members for their 
opinion. It was agreed that Stephen had made the correct calls. 
 
Andy thanked everyone for coming along and closed the meeting at 10pm  
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Where have all the Refs Gone?  
David Pilling crunches the numbers 

 
We all have read about the shortage of referees and possible causes but it got 
me thinking. How bad has it got, and how long will it take to recover. The first 
question was covered in last month's edition of the Warbler beautifully articulated 
by our secretary Ant McBirnie. We also got an understanding on what the CFA 
are trying to do about it. None of this however portrayed the question how long it 
will take to recover. After all referees are dropping out, retiring, failing fitness 
tests, finding other things to do with their spare time.  
As someone who spends their working life analysing numbers, I thought I would 
try and get to the bottom of this question. Maths I appreciate isn't everyone's fa-
vourite subject, please bear with me, I will try and keep it as simple as possible.  
 
So here goes: 
 
Recruitment and Retention 
 
Year One  
If the CFA runs 20 courses with 24 participants each (Double what has been 
achieved to date, with typical course size) this will produce 480 new referees per 
year.  
Approximately 10% of all attendees are adults. Therefore 48 new adult referees 
per year.  
Approximately 90% of those adults are doing the course because of their junior 
club being short of a qualified official. This leaves us with just 5 new refe-
rees per year that will enter the open age system.  
 
It's a start.  
 
Of the remaining youth officials, they are typically 14 or 15 years of age - so un-
able to officiate in open age until they become 16 (should they choose to) Let's 
assume there is an even split of 14- and 15-year-olds on each course so 216 in 
each age category. 
 
 Year two 
The 216 - 15-year-olds will turn 16 but we will lose 15% naturally (32) leaving us 
with 184 young referees who have the option to enter the adult game.  
Approximately 10% of these will make that transition. (18)  
Add that to the 5 adults from year two courses then we have 23 referees in the 
open age system.  
 
Year three  
Year one’s 14-year-olds and year twos 15-year-olds are now 16. So, in effect 
432 less the normal losses at 15% leaves 368 referees with the option. Applying 
the 10% above and rounding up (trying to be positive) 37 will enter the system. 
Add this to the 5 from the new courses, means we will have 42 referees.  
 
Year four and five 
A similar pattern should follow as happened in year 3.  
 
In five years of recruiting, we will have added 154 referees to the open age pool 
of match officials 
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Promotion 
Part of the CFA role and the metrics they are judged by is the ability to move 
referees up though the pyramid. You are unable to apply for promotion until you 
have completed a full season as a L7 referee. I have compiled a table below to 
show the yearly available candidates and assumed an 80% success rate for that 
first promotion to L6  

 

Assumptions  
*2 remaining from Y2, 5 adults plus 18 youngsters = 25 
We have in effect added 61 level 6s over a 5-year period.  
Let’s now assume that 50% want to try and go higher to L5 and have a 70% suc-
cess rate. Followed by 50% application and 25% success to L4. What does the 
landscape look like?  

 

In Summary 
If each CFA does double what Surrey have currently done (and to be fair they 
have done more than some other CFA’s), we can look forward to 4 – yes you 
read that correctly 4 new level 4 referees in 5 years’ time. 
 
There will obviously be referees in the system which will go for promotion already 
that will add to these figures, but this is about the shortfall and making up the 
gap.   
 
I think the focus then should be on the solutions. Such as - 
 -  Adult only courses with a view only to enter the open age game? 
 -  Get rid of Sunday league football and keep men's football to Saturday alone? 
 - Keep youth and women to Sundays - eases the demand on a diminished        
 workforce ?   That is one for the more creative individuals to resolve  
 
I suggest some of us older members might need to keep dusting down those 
boots, topping up the Cod Liver Oil supplements and keep going strong. They 
are going to need us big time!! 
 
Happy refereeing. 

            David  

 

  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 

Available for L6 Promotion 0 5 25* 56 65 

Number of Applicants 0 3 13 28 33 

Successful Applicants 0 3 10 22 26 

Residual L6s 0 2 15 34 39 

  Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 

Current L6 3 15 34 39 

6-5 Applicants 2 8 17 20 

Success to L5 2 6 12 14 

Resulting L6s 1 9 22 25 

Available for L4 Promotion 0 2 8 19 

Apply for L4 0 1 4 10 

Success to L4 0 0 1 3 
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Hi Mac 
 
I've read the Warbler and the points about the shortage of referees. This has 
been coming for a long time but no doubt the pandemic hasn't helped recruit 
new ones. Years ago with the Reading Training team we ran three courses a 
year and we were restricted to no more than 6 candidates under16. That went 
out of the window when the organisation went to county level. It's not their fault. 
Once upon a time we used to get players who were coming to the end of their 
playing days in one way or another. OK they weren't going to progress very far 
because of age but some made fine referees, That doesn't seem to happen 
these days, I would love to know why. It's the same for playing football in a way. 
There are masses of youth teams around here, with plenty of volunteers but 
only a comparative few go on to men's teams. Our Sunday League is deci-
mated.  
 
I remember watching television when in San Fransisco and they interviewed a 
young boy who was giving up football and taking up skate boarding, When 
asked why, he said because my dad doesn't know anything about skate board-
ing. We want parents to take an interest but is it sometime too overbearing?  
 
 Personally, but I know this is supported by Stuart Carrington and Tom Webb in 
their books, I think a large a large part of the problem is a lack of mentoring. I 
did a lot of mentoring when we had our own scheme in Reading, young and not 
so young beginners. Sometimes for the young it was as much keeping the par-
ents of their backs as trying to make them better referees. I know that a lot only 
did it for the money, they told us so on the courses, which doesn't help, so we 
will never keep them all, but my target was to keep them refereeing for more 
than 2 years. I've only once been asked to mentor since it has been organised 
at county level, although I have done it for local leagues.  
 
 

“I’ve never been a goal scorer, only own goals. Good own goals” 
Arsenal’s Steve Bould  
 
“The best Italian this club has signed is the chef” 
Frank Leboeuf on Chelsea 
 
“As the ball came over, I remembered what Graham Taylor said about my  
having no right foot, so I headed it in” 
John Barnes scoring against Taylors Aston Villa in a 1988 GA Cup tie.  

They Said  It  
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“ROCKET” RON CLARKSON (1941-2021) A MAN OF PRINCIPLE 
 
Throughout his more than 60 years and in excess of 6,000 matches as a referee 
in Surrey, and sometimes far beyond, Ron Clarkson remained constant in his 
unwavering commitment to the highest standards of integrity in all aspects of his 
officiating. 
 
In his life as a whole, Ron was a Christian, a gentleman and a gentle man. 
These qualities are not always conspicuously present in the world of football. 
Indeed, much of the time it is hard to find even one of them on display, either on 
or off the field of play! 
 
For me, one incident in particular serves as an exemplar of Ron’s character both 
as a man and as a match official. The occasion was a pre-season friendly at St 
George’s Field, Tolworth for Corinthian Casuals. The payment of match fees for 
such games has always been a vexed question. Clubs tend to hope, or even ex-
pect, to pay nothing.  Match officials, on the other hand, knowing full well that 
there is in reality no such thing as a “friendly”, expect to be paid something at 
least approaching what would be the going rate for a competitive game between 
the same two sides. 
 
It is also often the case that on the occasion of these fixtures, the usual match 
day club officials are on holiday, and the whole responsibility for the running of 
the event falls on the hapless shoulders of one unfortunate individual, who has 
to simultaneously carry out the impossible task of looking after the teams and 
the match officials while also collecting the gate money and running the bar. 
Such was the case on this day. 
 
No mention was made of a match fee before the game. Afterwards, eventually, 
the head of the hapless individual appeared round our changing room door and 
breathlessly enquired, “How much do we owe you?”  
 
Quick as a flash (or a rocket perhaps!) Ron replied, “£15 each will do.” This was 
at a time when the going rate probably would have been £35 for the referee and 
£25 each for the linesmen (as we were at that time designated). 
 
In due course our friend returned, rushed into the room and thrust the money 
into our hands and disappeared. We straightened out the crumpled notes and 
saw that we had been given £50 each!  This must have been a great deal more 
than the gate and bar takings for the evening put together! 
 
While two of us hesitated as to our next move, Ron again took charge, insisting 
that the error should be explained 
and the money returned. 
 
The Christian, the gentleman and 
the gentle man would not for a 
moment have allowed us to even 
consider doing anything else! 
 

Jim de Rennes 
Kingston Referees’ Society    
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Hello Mac,  
The following was sent to me from the BBC Archives staff. 
Mind you, years ago when I was watching a game in Colombia the referee 
sent off a player. At the end of the game Army guards with guns made a group 
around him as he walked off for his safety!  
 

Paul Gorringe  
 

A Brazilian footballer has been charged with attempted murder 
after kicking a referee in the head during a lower league match. 
Sport Club Sao Paulo player William Ribeiro attacked Rodrigo Crivellaro after he 
awarded a foul against him on Monday. 

The match against Guarani was suspended in the second half and Crivellaro was 
taken to hospital. 

The referee was later released from hospital while Ribeiro has been sacked. 

The club said the incident, which happened in the year of their 113th anniversary, 
was "one of the worst in its history" and that they are evaluating what further ac-
tion to take. 

Sport Club Sao Paulo are based in the city of Rio Grande, 200 miles south of the 
state capital Porto Alegre, and play in the second division of the Rio Grande do 
Sol state championship. 

Guarani won the restarted match 1-0 a day later, the state football federation 
said. 

PIRBRIGHT CLUBS AND SOCIETIES ANNUAL  
GENERAL MEETINGS SEPTEMBER 2021  Part 2  

 
The Pirbright Players AGM: The Chair's annual review noted seven stages in 
their performances this year. In the pantomime one of the toddlers was sick, 
whilst the teenagers had rather whined and dragged their feet The romantic lead 
had sighed too much and upset the heroine by doodling poems about her. Secu-
rity front of house was scruffy and needed a shave, there had been complaints 
about his bad language and 'argumentative' attitude. The Director, on the other 
hand, drew upon his experience and jokes to keep the peace among the crew, 
when he wasn't sneaking into the kitchen for a snack. One of the company's 
longest standing members continued valiantly in support roles, and could be for-
given the unfortunate incident when he went on stage wearing carpet slippers, 
though hopefully the new braces will solve his other embarrassing costume mal-
function. Sadly the oldest member had finally decided to retire, having coped val-
iantly in spite of regularly mislaying his dentures and spectacles. The last straw 
came when a dose of Covid left him unable to taste the interval tea and biscuits. 
As his parting shot he complained about the overuse of a particular typeface in 
Company communications, saying that it was 'Sans everything!' 
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HOW LATE IS TOO LATE WITH THE FLAG? 
 
It has always been good advice that assistants should delay raising 
the flag for a moment (2/3 seconds) in order to be sure that the 
player they are going to penalise is in an offside position and di-
rectly involved in play. 
 
It has also been considered good practice to flag immediately if 
there is the possibility of a dangerous collision causing injury. Most 
often this would be between an onrushing attacker and a goal-
keeper. 
 
We also know that it is best, if possible, to stop play in the case of an offside in-
fringement, before the ball finishes up in the back of the net. Disallowing the goal 
as one team celebrates is never easy! 
 
Why then in the recent Chelsea v Manchester City match did we see examples of 
very clear offside offences not being penalised sooner in the situations described 
above? 
 
In the first instance a City player was a yard offside when he began to chase a 
long clearance. The assistant didn’t flag until the ball reached the advancing goal-
keeper with the attacker almost crashing into him. 
 
In the second half a Chelsea player was a yard offside at the beginning of a 
counter attack. In this case no flag was raised until after everyone in the ground 
thought that Chelsea had scored a crucial equalising goal. 
 
It seems that it is only in the Pre-
mier League that assistants 
have been instructed to delay 
the flag in these situations. In the 
Champions League matches the 
following week assistants were 
seen to flag immediately for ob-
vious offsides.  
 
Perhaps we should be told what 
the thinking is behind what 
seems a very unhelpful mode of 
proceeding? 
                                                    
           Jim demonstrating the art of signalling offside  
 

 Jim de Rennes 
Kingston Referees’ Society 
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Still the requests for referees come pouring in. Still the number of instances of dis-
sent and abuse seem to go up. When are the powers that be going to realise the 
connection? Are sin bins working I ask myself? The whole point of the latter was 
for them to act as a deterrent and get players to think twice before opening their 
mouths. Perhaps the sin bin time should be increased to 15 or 20 minutes? Or 
maybe hit the player with a fine as well? As I said in my October Musings the re-
spect programme seems to gone  right out of the window. 
 
I had an interesting phone call the other day from a fellow who told me that he 
regularly refereed local games but was no longer registered with a County. He had 
in the past reached the old Level 1 but had then “dropped under the radar” as he 
put it. It would appear that he usually got games from teams who had either not 
been appointed a referee by their league or whose referee had pulled out for one 
reason or another. He had himself come to the conclusion that although he was 
issuing cautions and even dismissals he was unable to process them through the 
usual channels for the County FA to deal with. Not a good situation.  
His question to me was how could he re—register with a County FA without having 
to literally start again and have to attend a New Referees’ Course along with the 
now fairly exorbitant fee.? Unfortunately I didn't have an answer and pointed him in 
the direction of Brent our RDO.  
I did wonder though whether there are other refs who had qualified some years 
ago and had to give it up due to various reasons, (kids, work, re-location come to 
mind) but who would now like take up the whistle once again. What we need is a 
refresher course to bring them up to date with the latest law amendments rather 
then the full blown course.  
Speaking with Gareth, our Training Officer and one of the few Referee Developers  
in Surrey, who, he tells me has run 3 New Refs Course in the last 4 weeks, so is 
obviously doing his bit to improve the situation, there used to be what was known 
as a “Conversion Course” for refs moving from mini soccer to 9 and 11 a side. This 
was cut in the recent restructuring of the New Referees’ Course. But he along with 
Steve Worsley, fellow Referee Developer, Training Officer for Kingston RS and a 
regular visitor to Woking, are trying to revive a version of the Conversion Course. 
They realise that there is real need for this, along with a “refresher” as I’m suggest-
ing. Apparently they have been in conversation with Brent, but are not sure what 
the future holds now he is moving on. On that note I would like to thank Brent for 
all that he has done to help refereeing in Surrey, given the very trying circum-
stances he found himself in with the advent of lockdown and furlough just as he 
started in the RDO role. I wish him well in his future endeavours.  
 
If there was one Law in football that you would like to change or add,  what would 
it be?  For me it would be that after a team has scored a goal they would not be 
allowed to touch the ball, only the opponents could.  How many times do we see 
the goal scorer, or a fellow team mate, try and grab the ball from the back of the 
net end up having a tussle with the goalkeeper in a vain attempt to hurry the game 
along. Ridiculous! Should be a straight yellow in my book.  
Meanwhile stay safe ( the numbers are creeping up) and keeeeeeeeeep whistling 
(sorry Strictly’s back on)  

         Mac   
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1st November  Society Meeting     Tim Robinson 
 
13th December  Society Christmas Dinner 
 
2022 
10th January  Society Meeting    Steve Worsley  
 
7th February  Society Meeting    Jim De Rennes  
 
7th March   Society AGM  
 
4th April   Society Meeting   David Crick   (TBC)  
 
9th May    Society Meeting 

The Surrey Primary League are looking for referees to officiate on a Sunday 
for kick-offs between 10am and 2pm. 
 
We have two Referee Co-ordinators Jake Walton (U16s-U18s) and Tom Elliott 
(U7s-U15s) 
 
There is no need to sign up for weeks in advance. 
 
A spreadsheet is sent out on a Sunday evening, where you can let Jake & Tom 
know your availability, you can chose the age group you would like to referee 
and choose the kick-off time that works for you.  There is also a box to put a 
note e.g. 8 mile radius from home. 
 
Later in the week Jake & Tom then send out any games that they have been 
unable to cover and so you can sign up to a match later in the week too. 
 
Refereeing youth matches can be challenging, but as a League we would like 
to see more qualified referees officiating at our matches and in return would like 
to help and support you in your refereeing. 
 
For more information please email: 
referees@surreyprimaryleague.com 
or 
secretary@surreyprimaryleague.com 
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Annual Referee Event - Thursday 11th November 

Surrey FA is happy to confirm that we will be hosting a FREE dedicated event 

to celebrate Refereeing in Surrey and hear from an expert panel of guest 

speakers, whilst also allowing Referee's from across the County to get to-

gether again following the Covid pandemic.  

 

When: Thursday 11th December 

Time: 18:30 - 19:00 networking with presentations, workshops and guest 

speakers 19:00 - 21:30 

Where: Imber Court, East Molesey, KT8 0BT 

 

Booking details and further guest speaker announcements will be provided 

next week so please keep a look out for further information. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to Imber Court on the night 

 
 
 
 
Surrey FA has now delivered 11 new referee train-
ing courses to date across the county and have a 
further 5 to deliver before Christmas break. 
This will mean that we have trained over 260 new 
referees. 
A plan of at least 6 more in the new year increase 
the numbers by a further 140+ 
  
We have actively directed them towards the local 
RAs so that they can arrange to collect the FA 
badge once qualified.  
 
This we hope will increase the  numbers that attend meetings and join the RAs. 
  
Badges will be sent to the local RAs to distribute to all newly Qualified referees. 
  
Would like to thank all the referees for the time they give to the game and ef-
forts they put into refereeing and supporting others. 
 
We will continue to support all and feel free to contact us when needed. 
 

Brent Pettit  RDO Surrey FA  
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AN OCCASIONAL VIEW FROM THE (ARM)CHAIR 
 
Observations  
There seem to have been a lot of wrist injuries recently with many players taking 
the field of play with strapping around their wrists, with one of the major perpe-
trators being the first £100 million player in the Premier League. Or is there an-
other reason for all that bandaging, maybe to actually prevent injury when going 
to ground regularly? Or perhaps to wipe one’s face when sweaty? Oh no, of 
course not, that what a professional’s shirt is for nowadays, other than wiping 
the ball prior to throw-ins. And what’s all this touching the grass when entering 
or even exiting the field of play often accompanied by pointing to the sky with 
both hands with arms in a position of surrender, sometimes with eyes closed 
and reading an imaginary book? My gut feeling is either superstition or religion, 
but how come we have survived all these years, win lose or draw, without the 
need to invoke celestial beings? You will note that the wrist bandages are un-
wound and thrown away when being substituted, perhaps in frustration at their 
lack of ultimate support? 
 
Minor Match Incident 
13th September, Everton at home to Burnley, early on the home centre forward, 
Richarlison, went down with a scream of pain, clutching the obligatory shin, and 
rolling over and over after a challenge. Referee Martin Atkinson, played on ig-
noring the histrionics to the utter chagrin and dismay of the Everton player. I im-
mediately thought “great decision”, as I have identified the perpetrator as one of 
a number prone to exaggerate any contact in the hope of gaining a foul or get-
ting an opposition player carded. When nothing was given after about 10 sec-
onds Richarlison ruefully got to his feet and continued with a glare but without a 
limp. 
 
Precedent 
Now, I have no inside knowledge, but it would be naïve not to think that if I can 
finger the usual suspects from my armchair then how much more so can profes-
sional referees with access to video and slo-mo replays over the course of a 
season. It would also be naïve to think that these same top-level referees do not 
discuss these culprits amongst themselves and their coaches. They know those 
who make a habit of trying to con referees and those who make the most of 
minimal contact on their back when about to lose possession, and go down 
seeking to gain an unfair advantage. Martin Atkinson, who comes across as one 
of the least egotistical referees and happy not to draw attention to himself, then 
went on to have an excellent game with consistent decision-making, turning 
down further appeals from Richarlison for fouls until the striker got the message 
and started to play football. Very occasionally this might mean that a player is 
genuinely fouled and fails to get the decision, but in my book their reputation has 
preceded them, cultivated over numerous games. Referees have got wise, and 
players are now getting their just deserts. I applaud Martin and his colleagues 
who are now seen to be getting the balance about right. 
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At Our Level 
 How does this apply to us? One of my mantras was always “be a thinking refe-
ree”. Try not to just control the game that’s in front of you and make the next deci-
sion, but always be aware of patterns of play, what might happen, the best posi-
tion to be in to cover likely progression in play. As an example, if you are on the 
halfway line and a forward breaks through in a one-on one situation with the op-
posing goalkeeper, what do you do? Do you stand and wait for the outcome 
thinking that if a goal is scored, I’m in a good position for the restart so I’ll just 
conserve energy and wait and see what happens? Or do you just check your as-
sistant referee is in a good position to help you out? Or does a breakaway one-
on-one situation immediately trigger a response in you of the need to sprint for-
wards to get proximity and a good angle of view on what might potentially happen 
– perhaps goal scored, perhaps keeper collides with the forward, possible foul, 
inside or outside the penalty area, possible penalty-kick, possible denial of an ob-
vious goal-scoring opportunity, possible sending-off, all of which are major deci-
sions which demand your presence if you are to retain any credibility of decision 
making? 
 
 Can we Learn to Read the Game? 
 This is perhaps an obvious example of “reading the game”. We are often told to 
read the game, but what does that really mean and how do we do it – is it an in-
nate ability or can it be learnt behaviour? Try to picture other scenarios which 
may pop up in a game, and try to evaluate possible responses, thinking through 
what in your opinion would be a correct course of action to take. Share your 
views in discussion with other referees and ideally ones you respect with experi-
ence of operating at higher levels. Pick their brains to fast-track your own experi-
ence. 
 
Another Benefit of Society Meetings 
This is one of the benefits that attending Society meetings gives you. We discuss 
match incidents in a constructive manner, kick it about, and come up with agreed 
best practice and a way forward. Learn from others’ mistakes so you don’t need 
to make them. Be a thinking referee. Or alternatively just don a wrist bandage 
and point blindly at the sky!  
 
John Cooke 
Writing in the AFA Lonsar Argus 

“The match will be shown on Match of the Day this evening. If you don't want to 
know the result, look away now as we show Tony Adams lifting the trophy for  
Arsenal.”    Steve Rider  
 
“Their team is like a bad haircut. Long up front but short at the back” 
Robbie Earle 
 
“We have more non—English players in our league tan in any other country in the 
world.”    Elton Wesley  

More Quotes  
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Should We Help Players?  
Fernando Chappell is someone few followers of the 
game in this country will be aware of, but he was a 
much-revered FIFA referee in Peru who had a reputa-
tion as a reputation as an excellent anecdotal story 
teller. When he retired recently, he was quickly seized 
upon by the local media for some tales about his time 
as a referee.  
 
One tale that intrigued me was when he was asked if it 
was true that he protected players. He started off by 
saying that he did like to help players and went on to 
talk about one particular player who was well known for his firebrand tempera-
ment. In one match, Fernando said he told him to calm down and taking his ad-
vice, he went on to score a goal.  
 
It reminded me of a county cup tie I refereed many years ago, when the two 
teams were badly matched. One player of the side loosing heavily was losing his 
temper. I took him to one side and told him that he was obviously a good player 
and he should calm down. Unfortunately, unlike Fernando’s player, he didn’t take 
the advice and I finally sent him off with his team losing 7-2. But should I have 
talked to him at all or just let him get on with it? 
 
 Like most referees I suppose, I have often run alongside players with the ‘quiet 
word’. An example might be a player flying in with his feet up at the goalkeeper 
as he went to pick up the ball. If it fell far short of the goalkeeper with no need to 
stop play. a quiet word when backing away from the penalty area, shows you 
have seen and disapprove of such action. 
 
But I have gone a little further and even shouted at players who looked  as if they 
were about to lock horns. I was therefore pleased when lining at a cup final 
where a Football League referee was in the middle, to hear him shout at players 
‘Don’t foul. don’t foul’. But is this our job? 
 
I related at an RA meeting when refereeing a woman’s match, I explained that 
they could contest the dropped ball, (before the Law change of course). They 
were so used to kicking it back to the goalkeeper; they wondered what I was talk-
ing about. When I explained, they opted to contest it. An Observer in the audi-
ence said, quite loudly, that I should not have said anything at all.  
 
If a goalkeeper is unsure about picking up a ball sliced accidentally to him by a 
team mate should we shout, ‘you can pick it up’, or is that on the border of bias. 
But if he asks and we answer ‘yes’, is that in order? 
 
I sat in at a RA Zoom meeting where a video of a game, started with a niggly 

tackle in the centre circle before the ball was played down field. The opposing 

players involved in the centre circle squabble were still at it, and finished up in 

the penalty area where the defending player kicked his opponent. The referee 

however was chasing the ball down to the corner of the other side of the pitch 

and hadn’t seen the blatant foul. However the assistant referee flagged so the 

referee stopped the game and came over to him. At that stage the video was 

stopped and members asked for their views.  
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Willie the ‘Red Card’ Ref - ‘So Var So Good’ 
 

I shall be honest, I shall not be rude 

But VAR this season has improved 

To tell a player he is offside by his armpit 

The players reply ‘You are talking s***’ 

VAR has caused too much delay 

At the local park we just get on our way 

Win some, lose some just leave off sides to the ref 

But with VAR we have to hold our breathe 

All the pitches are looking great 

Normally now they are in a state 

 
After lockdown everyone is just happy to play 

Guaranteed a game every Saturday 

After the game a shower, a drink and a meal 

Everyone smiling because that’s how they feel  

So far so good but will it progress 

Or will VAR again be a mess 

One thing for certain we are getting less 

We really need a lot more refs 

 

Red Card Willie  

I spoke up and said that it was obviously a video about preventive refereeing, at 
which I was literally shouted down. 
 
So I ask, is it our job to help players as Ferando Chappell said he did, should 

we be seeking to prevent fouls or just punish them as they occur?  
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Adie’s Creative Tendencies Curtailed 

 
It has become increasingly difficult to cover all the games in the GWAFL this 
season. The reasons are various but it remains that we simply do not have 
enough Match Officials each week. This is not confined to the SCILW and the 
GWAFL. Information has reached me that most Leagues are suffering shortages 
and it is quite a worrying situation.  
 
I recall back some 20 years ago when the then Ref Sec of the SCILW had cer-
tain weeks that he could not obtain enough Referees to cover all the games. Ad-
mittedly we had 4 divisions at that time and the GWAFL had a similar situation. 
 
 We have several Match Officials (including myself) currently suffering from inju-
ries, hopefully these will soon become a thing of the past and not manifest into 
more serious issues. I am not for one moment expecting my Match Officials to go 
out and referee when they are not fit. Heaven forbid, I would never forgive myself 
if any suffered a major injury just to cover a game. 
 
Another issue which concerns me is the lack of administration from certain clubs. 
I would not for one minute wish to tar every club with the same brush but this is 
an item that will, no doubt, to be discussed by the Management Committee.  
Administration is important within the Leagues for both clubs and Referees alike. 
Clubs are expected the make contact with the opposition and the Referee at 
least 5 clear days before the match, produce a team sheet and report the result. 
Referees are expected to complete Match Day Report Forms and send them to 
the respective recipient. Most are very good at this but there are times when 
apathy seems to raise its ugly head. 
 
Enough of the admonishments, we will get onto better things.                                           
 Well done to all those Referees who braved the particularly filthy weather on the 
2nd of October. Comments came back to me about feeling like drowned rats and 
were still wringing themselves out hours later!! The dedication of you guys is sec-
ond to none and you have my gratitude for not allowing the weather to discour-
age you. 
 
The bird table is complete (pic) and, al-
though the local ‘table feeders’ were a bit 
apprehensive about the new one, hunger 
got the better of them and the sparrows 
in particular soon visited in their flocks. 
Our Robin is a regular visitor and I even 
saw a couple of magpies strutting about 
after some free food this evening.  
 
With the coal bunker improvements and 
the new drain cover complete I am hop-
ing Diane will leave me alone to get back 
to wood-turning and carry on with my 
creative tendencies (fat chance)!!! 
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AshTaxis 
  6 Seater Taxi 
Airports , Docks, Social Functions
  

           

    Competitive Prices 
   24 hours by appointment 
 
   Contact —Colin Barnett on 
   Tel.  01252 328957 
   Fax  01252 654811 
   Mob  07831 404 066 
   E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com  

I hope you all managed to obtain enough fuel recently for your cars. I could not 
credit the panic at the pumps and the queues for fuel. Personally I think the me-
dia is to blame for most of it. They are now, I believe, telling us of toy shortages 
(amongst other things) for Christmas. 
 
 I was very amused to see our local baker 
had a sign in the window ‘Bread shortage, 
panic buy here’. This is the same shop (that 
shares my brand of humour) that had a sign 
on the door last year ‘Please wear a mask in 
this shop if you do not we will have to check 
your temperature. P.S. We only have rectal 
thermometers’. Absolutely brilliant and it 
brings a smile to my face. I have noticed (like 
many of you) that the Covid cases are in-
creasing. Please, please be careful out there 
and stay safe. 
 

Adie 
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From whistles to watches, 

flags to record cards, shirts to 
socks, Carl’s got the lot. Help 
support the society and make 
sure you give Carl a call for all 

your refereeing needs   
 

 
 

Price List  
 

Score pads- £1.50 

Referee cards set- £1.50 

Referee cards- 50p each 

Pump- £3.50 

Pressure gage- £3.50 

Pump needle- £1.50 

Lanyards - £3 

Flags- £4.50 

Woking RA Polo Shirt - £12 

Woking RA Hoodie - £18 

Surrey FA badge- £4 

Referee socks- £2.50 

Various Donated Nike Referee Kit and Training Gear   
(make me an offer)  

 

aheather942@aol.com   07903 845694  
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MURPHY’S MEANDERINGS 
 

Over my career I had a few experiences with club linesmen. One club linesman 
I’ll always remember ran the line on local Saturday games and used to bring a 
big radio with him to the game. During the second half he would balance the ra-
dio on his shoulder with his right arm, holding the radio up to his ear listening to 
the football commentary. Using his left arm to make all decisions, he would still 
try and run up and down the line and keep level with the second rearmost de-
fender.  
In my first season I came across a linesman who flagged for everything. No 
sooner did the ball go forward then up went his flag. Consequently, I over-ruled 
him quite a lot. Eventually, in anger, he snapped my flag in half over his knee, 
threw it on the ground in disgust, and went home. 
 
I was refereeing a local Sunday league game. When I went to start the second 
half, I was surprised to find there was no linesman, only my flag lying on the 
ground. When I asked the team where their linesman was, they said they didn’t 
know as he was nothing to do with them. They only had eleven players and when 
this stranger offered to run the line for them, they were more than grateful. I was 
told later that this was a regular occurrence at this ground, somebody turning up, 
offering to run the line and then disappearing for the second half. 
 
One of the more unsavoury experiences I had occurred when I was refereeing a 
boy’s match. The centre forward was known as a prolific goal scorer and was 
having an excellent match, causing his opponents considerable problems. Two 
thirds of the way through the first half the club linesman called me over and, tell-
ing me that the player had sworn at him, instructed me to send him off. Whilst I 
would never send a player off on a club linesman’s word, I have to say that I had-
n’t heard this player say a dicky bird throughout the game. The linesman became 
very upset and angry when I refused to do what he wanted and making my posi-
tion clear I left him stewing on the touchline. The incident caused me to watch the 
linesman more carefully and it was clear from his decisions, especially regarding 
offside, that as his players couldn’t stop the boy, he was now trying to do it his 
way. At half time I determined to have a word with the him but in the event I didn’t 
have to as the team changed linesman. 
 
Finally, a club linesman story that didn’t involve me. It was a Sunday league 
match and a member of the team, who was a spectator, ran the line for the first 
half before having to leave. He was making his way home, walking round the 
pitch, watching play as he went when, as he passed his team’s goal, the oppos-
ing centre forward was in the process of rounding the goalkeeper and slipping the 
ball into the empty goal. Quick as a flash, he ran onto the pitch, kicked the ball 
clear over the touchline, turned and ran off before anyone could catch him. Whilst 
the goal could not be given, the player was known, and eventually he was fined 
and suspended by the County Association. 
 

   Tony Murphy 
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Peter Dace recalls  ‘The Day I Refereed Jimmy Greaves’ 
 
Tuesday 21st August 1979 Haringey Borough v Woodford Town in the Athenian 
League 7.30 pm kick off at the ‘real’ White Hart Lane. 
Jimmy was wearing number eight for Woodford Town and I was newly in the mid-
dle as an Athenian League Referee together with Linesmen colleagues Derek 
Brown and Reg Filben.  Perhaps many will have little knowledge of the Athenian 
League which was officially ‘outside the system’ and hence other Referees were 
serving on The Football League and had the Athenian as an option for a run-out.    
 
So, a big night for me and when I could definitely say Jimmy and I were perform-
ing in a league at the same level.  Strictly speaking he was of course DOWN to 
my level but to my mind I had reached UP to his level. 
Frankly I do not have any memories of the game other than the score was a 1-0 
win for The Borough and so the great man did not score. Records show this was 
Jimmy’s last season as a pro footballer and there are no records for him after 
Woodford Town in 1979-1980. 
 
He did however score on one or two other occasions and his Wikipedia page 
shows he had a career total of 469 goals in 708 appearances.  These numbers 
do change a little depending where you read them and in the Spurs programme v 
Aston Villa 3.10.2021 there is a good tribute and record of his appearances for 
Spurs 
 
“His return was 266 goals in 379 appearances between 1961 and 1970 – 220 
goals in 321 League games, 32 goals in 36 FA Cup ties, five in just eight League 
Cup ties and nine in 14 European matches.”  And, not to forget his 44 goals in 57 
senior England appearances which included 28 goals and 42 caps during his 
time with Spurs. 
 
However as a follower of the ‘mighty bees’ - (yes, Barnet FC) now sadly languish-
ing close to the relegation zone of the National League I was especially inter-
ested in his records whilst at Underhill, then in The Southern League Premier Di-
vision.  According to ‘Reckless’ the indomitable follower and record-keeper of 
The Bees, Jim made eighty appearances between 30.8.1977 and 24.2.1979, 
scoring 34 goals.  Indeed Jim is on record as saying the best goal of his whole 
career was scored for Barnet at Grantham when he volleyed home following a 
corner. 
I long recall one of Jim’s jokes about his career – “if you ask the Chelsea support-
ers when I was at my best, they will say Chelsea. If you ask the Spurs supporters 
when I was at my best, they will say Spurs. But if you ask the West Ham support-
ers when I was at my best, they will say Chelsea or Spurs”. 
 
So well done Jim, a wonderful career, terrific humour (‘it’s a funny old game 
Saint’) and so many marvellous memories you leave with us including for me, 
when I was standing behind the Paxton Road goal 16.12.1961 when you made 
your Spurs first team debut and scored a hat-trick against Blackpool in a 5-2 vic-
tory.  Rest in Peace Sir. 
 

       Peter Dace writing in The Normidian  
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Advice on the prevention of  
Stalking and Harassmentment  

 

Hamish Brown MBE 
 

Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector 
 

UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been 
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to: 

 
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject 

 
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com 

Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com 

Referees Wanted 
for the 

Farnham & District Sunday 
Veterans League 

 
 
 

If you are interested 
Please call 

 
Colin on 01252 328 953 

Or Linda on 01276 512 735 



WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE  
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 
www.TheFA.com 

Wembley Stadium, Wembley, London HA9 0WS 
0800 169 1863 

FA Refereeing Department  
 National Managers 
“name”@theFA.com 

Peter Elsworth ; Head of Senior Referee Development  

Surrey County Football Association  
www.surreyfa.com 
 
Referee Development Officer 

Meadowbank Football Ground, Mill Lane, Dorking  
Surrey, RH4 1DX     01372 384190 
 
Brent Pettit   Tel: 01372 387 094 
Email: Brent.Pettit@SurreyFA.com  

The Referees’ Association  
www.the-ra.org 
contact@the-ra.org 
Tel 024 7642 0360  

1c Bagshaw Close 
Ryton on Dunsmore 
Warwickshire 
CV8 3EX 

Surrey County Referees Association 
Honorary Secretary 

Brian Reader 01483 480651                                        
ramblingref@gmail.com 

Guildford & Woking Alliance League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911 
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk 

Surrey County Intermediate League 
(Western) Referees’ Secretary 

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911 
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk 

Suburban League  
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

 Dave Goater  
 dave.gosubrefs@outlook.com  

Combined Counties League 
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

Philip Nash 07951 415046 
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk 

Mid Week Isthmian Youth League 
Referee and Assistants Secretary  

Roger Wells 07723 304332  roger.wells99@outlook com  

Camberley & District Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

 Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m), 
 richard@harris-net.co.uk  

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Bob Dick 07803 007233  
bobmdick@btinternet..com 

Farnham & District Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Colin Barnett 01252 328953 
cbarnett5978184@aol.com 

Surrey Youth League 
Referees’ Secretary 
U16  - U18s   Stephen Brown           

referees@wsyl.org.uk 

 

mcfcfan@btinternet.com  

Surrey Primary League 
Referees Secretary 

Jake Walton / Tom Elliott 
referees@surreyprimaryleague.com 

Middlesex County FA 
Www.middlesexFA.com 
 
Hampshire County FA 
Www.hampshireFA.com 
 
Berks and Bucks County FA 
Www.berksandbucksFA.com 
 
London FA 
Www.londonFA.com 

Rectory Park, Ruislip Rd, Northolt, Middlesex UB5 5FA 
0208 515 1919 
 
Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way 
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF  01256 853000 
 
 
1,  Kimber Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1SG 
  Tel: 01235 558450 
 
11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sullivan Rd Fulham 
London SW6 3DU   0207 610 8360 

Surrey Premier County Football League  
Referees’ Secretary 

Geoff Knock  
geoff.knock@btinternet.com   




