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Meadow Sports Football Club
Loop Rd Playing Fields, Loop Rd, Kingfield, Woking
Surrey GU22 9BQ
7.45pm for a prompt 8pm start

AGENDA


7.15 Academy Meeting



8.00 Chairman’s Welcome



This Month’s Speakers
Vince and Barry
“ Great Expectations”



Society Business



10pm Finish

Next month’s meeting is on Monday 4th November 2013
The deadline for the November edition is
Friday 25th October 2013
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the
Society or it’s Committee
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Well another month has flown by, I hope you have all had games and have not
had too many problems.
I was really pleased with the first of our Referee Academy sessions, I sat in part
of the session and was very impressed, as was our guest speaker Albert
Astbury.
Albert is the Chairman of the Referees Association, he gave a presentation on
what is going on at the R.A. this was followed by a lengthy question and answer
session. Albert did his best to answer all questions, however, I was not completely satisfied with some of his answers, particularly about Direct membership
and the financial arrangements for Local Referee Societies.
I am now even more confused as I was recently at a meeting where David Crick
had a different view of how the Direct membership will be organised, lets hope
we can get clarification from our County RA delegates.
I understand that this month we will have an in-house speaker, I can’t wait to
see who it will be. I was at Kingston Societies meeting last week and the guest
speaker was Gary Richardson the BBC sports presenter best known for the
sports news on Radio 4 among other programmes. Gary was a very entertaining speaker with plenty of anecdotes and also some demonstrations of what
can go wrong on live radio.
I think it might be a good idea to try and get him to come along to Woking, as he
has links with Woking.
I look forward to seeing you on the 7th October.

Barry
Albert (on left) receiving the Society’s thanks
and a bottle from Brian Reader

From the Treasurer /

Membership Secretary

2013 Current Status
General

£2017.05

Supplies

£277.08

Belgium

£0.00

Youth Fund

£113.50

Total

£2407.64

2013/14 Membership
As at 25th September
64 Full Members
5 Friends
2 Affiliate Members
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I received a phone call the other day from Keith Hiller, aka Willy the Whistler
Woodwork, the celebrated referee of the Hackney Marshes (pitch 165) whose exploits we have been reading about these past months. Keith was explaining that
Willy’s adventures, although very tongue in cheek, do have a serious side in that
they can be used as a training tool by providing topics for discussion at meetings.
In fact I remember Vince doing just that at one of our meetings some while ago.
It is certainly a unique and often amusing way of getting points of law across so
hopefully Willy will continue to dazzle us with his innovative refereeing, although I
do reckon he must have sent off most of the Red Rovers team by now.
Only 3 games into the season and already I have a case of misconduct by a manager. It was very strange as the game had been progressing along quite nicely,
with no problems from the players. We were into the last 10 minutes when a couple of very minor incidents sent the guy ballistic. I’ve been sworn at, moaned at,
had various comments passed about my eyesight, parentage, interpretation of the
laws of the game etc etc, but I don't think in 17 years or so of refereeing have I
been subjected to such a sustained barrage of abuse, although I don’t recollect
him swearing. Even though I gave him a warning, he continued and then had another go at the end of the game. I of course sent a report to County that evening. 2
days later I received an e-mail from him apologising profusely for his behaviour.

A couple of weeks ago I accompanied my son and grandson, aged 2 and a few
months to “Rugby Tots”. I’d not heard of this before so looked it up on google
(other search engines are available) . It was started in 2006 to fill a gap in the child
development sector by using Rugby specific skills to aid in the development of
young children. It has since established into a franchise and operates in some 9
countries. The programme has been designed to develop a child’s physical, psychological and social attributes, as well as gently encouraging rugby specific skills
such as running with the ball, finding space, kicking, catching, scoring a try and
much more.
It is split into 3 age groups namely 2 to 31/2 ; 31/2 to 5 and 5 to 7 years old. In the
youngest group, which my grandson attends every Saturday morning,
they encourage children to use core skills like balance, agility and co-ordination.
They also stress the importance of children of this age beginning to develop social skills, and promote these by encouraging the Rugbytots to share, take it in
turns and work together to complete certain activities.
They use multi-coloured foam balls and cones to ensure the children's safety at all
times. The 30 minute parent participated session includes passing, catching, try
scoring, cone kicking, and games involving giant rugby balls. My grandson, proudly wearing his Rugby tots kit absolutely loves it. He hasn’t quite got the hang of
obeying all of Coach Phill’s instructions yet, but my son is convinced he’s a future
England No 8.
I’ve also discovered a similar franchise for football, called Little Kickers, which
starts with kids at 18 months. I just need to point this out to my son!
Keeeeeeeep whistling (sorry, but it’s back)

3

Mac

The Warbler

The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society

What would you do? Sent to me by Bryan Jackson

Whilst out walking the dog on Sunday morning I noticed a tree which was overhanging the field of play on a local park pitch.
There are 2 pictures below which shows its position, but if unclear, the tree was
about 2-3 metres behind the goal line, but branches overhung 3-4 metres inside
the penalty box.
If you were appointed to officiate on this pitch what would you do when you spotted the tree
a) During your pre match pitch inspection ?
b) During the game when the ball hits it whilst being cleared by a defender and
drops into the path of an attacker, who smashes it into the goal ?
c) At any other time during the game?

Premier League referees need independence
Premier League referees are not showing enough red cards, according to former top official Mark Halsey.
"The Premier League want fast, furious and physical games," Halsey told the Sun. "It is
also what the world wants and for which TV pays huge sums of money. But you do wonder if we are doing a disservice sometimes by being different and letting the game flow
more than our colleagues abroad."
Halsey said one of the issues was that the Premier League paid the referees and so had
more input into how they officiated games.
"In all other footballing nations, it is the national federations who control refereeing, not
their main league. La Liga, Serie A and the Bundesliga are servants, not masters. One
of the problems in our current system is that the Premier League funds the [match officials], along with the FA and Football League to a lesser extent.
"In effect, these organisations are paying the wages of referees. There is clearly potential for vested interest here. Down the years we have seen that certain managers can put
pressure on the League to make sure the [game] is run a certain way and refereed under that system."
"At a referee's meeting at Burton late last season we were shown 39 incidents where red
cards should have been issued in the Premier League but only seven had been. That
meant we had missed 32 cards between us.
"I know English football's card count was down to a reputation for letting games flow, an
average of one red card every 8.6 games compared with one every 2.6 in Spain, but that
was ridiculous."
Thanks to Mal Davies
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ALBERT ASTBURY, THE CAR PARK, AND THE POSSIBLE
CASE OF NEGLIGENCE
Going back to the nineties and I was refereeing a Camberley & District Sunday
League game over at Yorktown. Just before halftime the goalkeeper slid out
towards the edge of the box to gather the ball, however, on getting up the
keeper looked down to see a 5 inch cut on his leg, that was leaking blood. We
scoured the said area for anything that may caused this cut, but to no avail. It
was not a deep cut and after a plaster or two and some bandage the game
continued. That was the last I heard of the matter.
I have not been to many meetings over the last few years for various reasons,
but I was able to go to the September meeting, although I did miss the first part
of Mr Astbury’s presentation. I was quite horrified to hear of a referee who is
being sued for a few thousand of our Queens finest, over a cut or something
on the field of play. I am assuming that the player is saying that the pitch was
not fully inspected before the game by the match referee and therefore negligible, and therefore easy in today’s blame world society. After asking a question
Mr Astbury said that we could be sued, well that may be the case, but good
luck on that my friend. Now my question is “Why hasn’t the player or club got
their own insurance”? A fair question I believe. I am sorry Albert but the RA
should be helping this referee, not to endure such rubbish and possible loss of
a referee.
Anyway if this is the way we are going to go then the only answer is this. Firstly
we treat the field of play like a car park, you use it at your own risk, which
would be part of the competition rules. If the teams are not happy with that
then before the game a full scale sweep is done by both teams.
That means every body involved in the game is spread out along one goal line
and then we ALL proceed up to the far goal line and check the pitch for items
that should not be there. By doing this everybody should be happy and if the
full sweep is not done by all then the game is not played. Harsh you may say,
but do they want to play or not? Or we play on like we do now and no claims
can be made.
After all it is their game, we just turn up, ref the game and then go home, or at
least I do.
EAMONN SMITH


It was really difficult for us, playing in the midday sun with that
The things they say

three o'clock kick-off. David Beckham
 Playing with wingers is more effective against European sides like
Brazil, than English sides like Wales. Ron Greenwood, former England Manager
 I'd be surprised if all 22 players are on the field at the end of the
game - one's already been sent off. Jimmy Greaves
 It's headed away by John Clark, using his head. Derek Rae, Commentator
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Hi Mac,
Just wanted to put down a few thoughts for the warbler about something both
my son and I have noticed that happens in top flight football and goes unpunished, which makes me wonder that if you were to pull a player up at grass
roots level he would even know this law exists.
It is the unforgotten six second law that should apply to goalkeepers. I did
a google search and was very interested to find that so many people ask if this
law or rule (as they incorrectly refer to it) still applies.
It seems there was a women's semi final game in 2012 between Canada and
USA when the ref made such a call. With Canada leading, 3-2, in the 78th minute Monday, Pedersen (the ref) ruled that Canada’s goalkeeper, Erin McLeod,
held the ball for more than six seconds after making a save. The ensuing free
kick led to a penalty kick in what turned out to be a 4-3 win for the Americans.
Some of the reports say that Pedersen was brave to make the decision even
though the goalkeeper was said to have held the ball for at least 11-12 seconds. I personally think that the right decision was made and believe that if this
particular law is not meant to be enforced why is it still in place, I also believe
that the players should know the laws of the game they are playing as well.
Just one last thought about this topic, as a ref I usually shout out to a goalkeeper if I think he his taking to long and often warn them when there is a
break in play if they are doing it a lot,. I do wonder now if any of them know
what I am going on about.
Many thanks
Mike Ward

A true story...by Brian Reader.....
We've just returned from holiday in the Aeolian Islands, north of Sicily, via Catania on the Sicilian mainland.
Whilst waiting at Catania airport on the return journey last Sunday evening, Gill
noticed a young lady approach a smart middle-aged Italian man to ask for his
autograph, and then several people wanted to be photographed with him. We
didn't recognise the "celebrity" and wondered who he was. Next we realised that
there were several people nearby wearing a football strip, some obviously far too
old to be players. I spoke to one rather portly man and he said he was the chef
for the team dealing with their food and diet - only then did I realise the badge on
the strip was that of Serie "A" team Parma FC who had been playing away
at Catania that afternoon (result 0-0). I subsequently had a brief chat with the
"celebrity" manager, who I later discovered was Roberto Donadoni.

Ed . Any one else have any “claims to fame”?
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Charles, Harry, Billy & Me – 3.
“What’s on tonight, then?” Charles was at the bar getting another round in, and
though we’d managed to get our normal corner, the Thatcher’s Arms was somewhat crowded which was unusual for a Monday night.
“Darts match,” said barman George in his favourite deadpan manner, “postponed
from a few weeks ago ‘cos of the weather.”
“You have got to be joking! An indoor sport postponed for the weather!”
George was unrepentant. “Away team couldn’t get here through the snow. This
was the only available evening, convenient to both teams.”
Charles returned with the pints and the explanation.
“I’ve had three weekends cancelled this season because of the weather,” I said,
“two due to rain and one on account of a frozen pitch. Generally the home team
phone you in advance to let you know so that you don’t waste time travelling. But
a couple of weeks ago I went to a ground, arrived around 9.15 for a 10 o’clock
kick-off and there was nobody there at all. Admittedly it had been quite wet and
sleety for a couple of days beforehand, but the morning was OK and I had not
heard from the home club so I went along. Having waited until 10 o’clock with
nobody turning up I was livid but, but following some emails to the club and the
League Secretary I got my match fee paid and an abject apology”
It was pretty obvious that Harry would want his say next. “But surely they don’t
have to pay you if the match doesn’t take place. You haven’t done any refereeing
to warrant getting paid.”
“I think you’ll find,” chipped in Charles, “that most leagues specify that if you attend the ground intent on playing the match, and then it doesn’t happen for any
reason – pitch conditions, away team not turning up, whatever – the home team
still have to pay the referee the standard fee, or at least part of.”
Me again. “I remember last year I went to an early Sunday morning game, when
it had been particularly cold, freezing overnight, but it was quite a sunny start to
the day. Unfortunately one end of the field of play was still frozen because it was
sheltered from the low winter sun by a line of tall trees. Very hard ground that
end and I called it off.”
“Bet you’ve never abandoned a game, though, after having started.” Harry was
still only warming up.
“Afraid I have, twice in 15 years. Both times because of rain. Pitches perfectly
alright for the start of the games, but torrential rain on each occasion led to
flooded areas of the playing surface and the ball unable to move sometimes.
Abandonment then became inevitable.”
Harry was not giving up. “What happens then? Does the fixture have to be replayed or does the score at the time stand?”
“Well, I just send in my match report to the League, and that decision is up to
them.”
“I watched ‘The Vikings’ last night.” Billy had rightly recognised that the discussion had run its course, and this was not going to have any relevance to it.
“Terrific action film. Old now, of course, and what a load of hokum, but the presence of Kirk Douglas makes it believable whilst you’re watching.”
General agreement, particularly as he is also one of my favourite actors.
Next, general amazement! - Billy went to the bar to get a round in.!
WokRAM
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MURPHY’S MEANDERINGS
I was refereeing on the Astro turf at QPR. Throughout the first half the Rangers’
right back had been taking the ball up to the halfway line and then chipping it diagonally to the corner of Southampton’s penalty area causing Southampton’s defence many problems as they did not know whether to let the ball bounce and
were very hesitant. I was running left wings and as the Rangers right back started
moving up to the half way line with the ball I knew what was going to happen.
Quickly I started to move into a position where the ball would land and when it was
crossed I was about ten yards from the penalty area.
However, for once, the defender decided not to let the ball bounce but instead volleyed it away – straight at me. In self-defence – as the ball was coming straight at
my midriff – I brought my knee up for protection. I was too quick because instead
of the ball hitting me, my knee hit the ball sending it over the top of the Southampton defence, clearing all defenders and landing in front of a Ranger’s forward eight
yards out from goal. With only the goalkeeper to beat, he promptly scored Rangers
third goal. Ranger’s players were jubilant and it was only my scowling at them that
stopped them thanking me for crossing the ball (although the scorer did give me
the thumbs up).
I wanted the ground to open up and swallow me, I felt so embarrassed. As the defender came by I said, “Sorry but I couldn’t get out of the way.” He stopped, turned
to me and said “C—t”, and ran off. He’s right, I thought, I shouldn’t have apologised. As I turned away a wag in the crowd shouted, “Sign him on, he’s better than
what we’ve got!” And the result – Rangers won 3-2.
****
The corner was on my side. I signalled for the kick to be taken and then looked into the penalty area. “Look out ref”, I heard. I turned my head and saw the ball coming straight for me. I tried to duck but it was too late and I only succeeded in heading the ball goalwards. It cannoned against the foot of the post and was scrambled
away by the defence. “Still,” said the defender, “It wouldn’t have counted anyway,
ref, ‘cos it was you who headed it.” I smiled and let out a sigh of relief.

Tony Murphy

SNOTTY RECEPTIONIST
An older gentleman had an appointment to see the urologist who shared offices with several other doctors. The waiting room was filled with patients. As he approached the receptionist's desk, he noticed that the receptionist was a large unfriendly woman who
looked like a Sumo wrestler. He gave her his name.
In a very loud voice, the receptionist said, "YES, I HAVE YOUR NAME HERE; YOU
WANT TO SEE THE DOCTOR ABOUT IMPOTENCE, RIGHT?"
All the patients in the waiting room snapped their heads around to look at the very embarrassed man. He recovered quickly, and in an equally loud voice replied, 'NO, I'VE
COME TO INQUIRE ABOUT A SEX CHANGE OPERATION, BUT I DON'T WANT THE
SAME DOCTOR THAT DID YOURS.'
The room erupted in applause.
8
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byJeffPettitt

A thought on criticism: in essence there are two types - constructive and destructive.
Constructive criticism is designed to build on a skill or performance. It is identifying areas of strength, so they can be acknowledged, maintained and built upon.
It is also identifying areas for improvement, so that they are executed better next
time and become strengths.
Effective constructive criticism uses specific examples to illustrate where improvements can be made. For example, consider the words "Your positioning
was not very good: try to improve". They are not a good example of effective
constructive criticism as they are (i) non-specific and (ii) not offering advice on
how to improve.
"Your positioning at corner kicks was predictable: players from both sides quickly
became aware of this and used it to their advantage. In the 43rd minute, for example, the Blue Nos 4 and 6 combined to block your line of vision, preventing
you from seeing the Blue No 5 stamping on the foot of the Red No 9 as they
awaited the taking of a corner kick. You correctly penalised the Red No 9 for his
retaliatory punch but the initial offence escaped a sanction. If you make a conscious effort to vary that position, or move at the very last minute, you will be
more effective at preventing or spotting offences."
This is a complete contrast. It is really useful because it is specific, it points out
why an improvement is needed and it offers advice on how to improve.
Destructive criticism is designed to break or destroy. It is often a smokescreen
for others' failings: an excellent example is the team manager who uses an aftermatch media interview to criticise the referee so that the failings of his team (or
himself) are not examined.
The other use for destructive criticism is to attempt to influence a future decision.
This can happen during a game: a player will try to plant the idea in your head
that you have a got a big decision wrong and now you "owe them one". Glenn
Hoddle famously said (after the World Cup game against Argentina in 1998
when Beckham was sent off) that he felt a 50-50 decision should have gone his
way later in the game because "It was an opportunity for the referee to even
things up". Hoddle genuinely felt that way and he was not alone.
Referees, however, do not (or should not!) think that way.
We get (or should get!) constructive criticism from assessors and mentors: we
should use it to make us better referees.
We get destructive criticism from managers, players, fans and anyone trying to
mask their own failings or to get "into our heads" for next time. We need to be
aware of that: identify it, treat it with the contempt that it deserves and not let it
influence us as effective referees.
Courtesy of the Capital Referee with thanks to Paul Gorringe
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Four extracts from the book "I Rest My Case (Unpublished letters to the Daily Telegraph)":- Spotted by Brian Reader
SIR - I now know why Wayne Rooney does not sing the national anthem. It begins with the letter G, and Wayne has never progressed beyond F.
David Hughes, Chedburgh, Suffolk.
SIR - How can the Football Association attempt to control Rooney's outbursts
with any credibility when their very initials are an open invitation to obscenity?
Granville Davies, Crowborough, East Sussex.
SIR - Who has Rooney offended so badly? I was most impressed at a recent
Stoke CIty match by the home supporters' command of basic Anglo-Saxon and
their rhythmic obscene
chanting, far beyond Rooney's capabilities.
In the good-humoured crowd were many women and children, most of whom
seemed to know the trademark chants.
These sensitive sports writers need to get out more into the real world.
Commander Alan York (retd.), Sheffield.

SIR - A fight on Ladies Day at Royal Ascot resulted in eight arrests. There were
eight more on Tuesday. eleven on Wednesday, and 22 on Friday including five
for drug-related offences.
I think I'd feel safer going to watch Millwall.
Anne-Lisa Jones, Richmond, Surrey.

Canadian Signs
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From whistles to watches,
flags to record cards, shirts
to socks , Tony’s got the lot
in his big black bag
Help support the society and
make sure you give Tony a
call for all your refereeing needs 01483 836388 /
07722795637
a.price370@ntlworld.com

Referees Wanted
for the

Farnham & District Sunday
Veterans League

If you are interested
Please call
Colin on 01252 328 953
Or Linda on 01276 512 735
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The Adventures of Willy ‘The Whistler’ Woodwork
Part 24 – The Miss
Match:
Venue:
League:

Cockfosters Casuals –v- Reds Rovers
Hackney Marsh – Pitch 165
Division Three – Sunday Park League (North)

The Rovers player watched the ball as it came towards him. He was poised to hit
the ball on the volley and repeat the goal he had scored in the first half. As his
leg moved back just seconds before making contact with the ball the Casuals defender shouts “Miss!” and even though contact was made the shot went blazing
over the goal. This certainly now had me in a quandary as I summed up all my
options…….
a) Red card for denying an obvious goal scoring opportunity
b) Yellow card for denying an obvious goal scoring opportunity
c) No caution
d) Award a penalty
e) Yellow card and restart with a goal kick
f) Indirect free kick and a yellow card for unsporting behaviour
g) The player shot wide and no foul was actually committed so restart with a goal
kick
h) Ask the referee on the next pitch (Not the assessor!)
i) Drop ball as nothing in law states a player cannot shout ‘Miss’.
Being a referee is not always an easy job. Decisions have to be made and I certainly had to make one now. What would you produce any cards and how would
you restart? I duly cautioned the defender for unsporting behaviour and restarted
with an indirect free kick in favour of Rovers. Maybe I should have restarted with
a goal kick as the player did in fairness miss but then I thought that was not really
punishing the offending team.
I made sure the defending players were ten yards from the ball and told the players I would whistle before the kick was taken. I looked around and all was fine
and I duly blew my whistle. The Rovers player took two steps forward and instead of kicking the ball he picked it up with both hands and then replaced the
ball about three inches from the original position.
Casual’s players shouted “Hand ball”. And I thought they might have a strong argument here. There was no doubt the Rovers player had deliberately handled
the ball and I blew my whistle again and now awarded a direct free kick in favour
of Reds Rovers.
A number of Casuals players argued with me that the kick had not been taken
and that play had not actually started. They explained their player had only repositioned the ball and that no offence had occurred. I in turn told them that play
had recommenced when I blew my whistle and deliberate hand ball is an offence.
I had to caution two players for dissent and only then could we continue with the
game.
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The mood of the Casuals players improved considerably when they scored within thirty seconds. Unfortunately the goal scorer then lifted his shirt over his head.
He pulled it back down about five seconds later but I walked over to him and
showed a yellow card. “How can you book me for that? You’re wrong Ref, you
can only book a player if he removes his shirt and anyhow my shirt was over my
head for a few seconds.” I quoted the law concerning lifting a shirt over the head
and explained the shirt does not have to be removed but just lifted over the players head to warrant a caution.
As we kicked off again Rovers attacked and scored immediately. What a well
taken goal and the Rovers players were delighted. The goal scorer run over to
his manager who placed a mask over his head. I walked over to the masked
player and showed him a yellow card. “But Ref, I didn’t remove my shirt and it
was the manager who plonked it on my head”. With no sympathy from me I explained it was a mandatory yellow card and if he was not happy he could write to
the FA or FIFA who write the laws.
Do you think I was being harsh and would you have done the same as me?
Did you agree with my decision when I blew my whistle for the free kick and the
taker proceeded to move the ball?
And finally what would you do if a player shouts “Miss”?
This week a Division Three North fixture. Maybe if I get good marks from the
teams I might be appointed to a Division Two match next week. You never
know!

See you all next time
Willy ‘The Whistler’ Woodwork
Pirelli Pirates Youth FC charged over spectator sexism claims
A youth football club has been charged with a string of offences after a
spectator allegedly told a referee to "get her handbag and go home".
Shelby Davis, 21, was overseeing an under-15s game between Wyvern Youth
and Pirelli Pirates in Southampton when she says the comment was made.
She called off the game at half-time with Wyvern Youth 2-0 in the lead.
The Hampshire FA has charged Pirelli Pirates Youth FC with causing the match
to be abandoned, among other offences.
The club, which has until 3 October to respond, is also charged with misconduct
by club spectators and spectators making comments deemed to be of a discriminatory nature.
Ms Davis abandoned the 15 September cup match between the two teams following a comment that was made from the stands during half-time and reported
the matter to the Hampshire FA.
A Hampshire FA spokesman said it was "not appropriate" to comment further
while disciplinary procedures were ongoing.
Ms Davis was unavailable for comment.
Spotted by Tony Murphy and Tim Lawrence
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Adie goes LOCO with ROLO
As I write this article we are fast approaching the final weekend of September. All
the Leagues are up and running, hopefully you will have had a good few games
under your belts and are regretting those weekends basking in the sunshine,
wishing you had done a little more exercise!! Those pre-season fixtures certainly
helped me and I managed to get out on the bike a couple of times to stretch the
muscles in preparation for the first serious games.
I received the honour of a County Cup that was played last weekend. I have always held the belief that the Roll on Roll off rule for Youth Matches was an excellent idea as every one of the 5 substitutes got on the field. When the County
Cups for a Sunday and Junior and Lower Junior Saturday Cups introduced the
ruling I felt the clubs would benefit from this decision. I could however foresee
some problems for the Referee and made my mind up of how I would keep a
check on it all. Having the team sheets helps and writing all the names into my
book is, I believe, necessary. When a player leaves the field I put a small x by
their name and the player coming on gets a small o. Should the game then go to
penalties following the extra time it is critical that I know who is on the field to go
into the shoot-out. My game was actually decided in normal time but in saying
that I actually had 16 substitutions to deal with which kept me running backwards
across the field so much I felt like a shunting engine!!
My choice of the worst road in Surrey has taken a different turn as I will have to
find a new one to complain about. The Elstead road has been undergoing repairs
(maybe somebody heard me and has a very guilty conscience for those rough
journeys) but I think that Warwick’s Bench in Guildford is not the best in the
world. I shall endeavour to find some more and have a good bellyache about it!
On the home front, like so many of my colleagues, I duly delivered my youngest
offspring back to University this month. We make him up a box of ‘goodies’ to
take with him which involves me buying a few items each week at the supermarket. The last items are usually things like bog paper, kitchen roll, air-freshener
and bleach. Diane’s contributions have to be removed from the freezer just before we leave – home-made Curries and Lasagnes along with a duster (are you
kidding)!!
With the weather turning somewhat cooler I guess my Saturday mornings will be
taken up with logging for the wood-burner with my trusty chainsaw. I have a big
felling axe for the larger logs that require splitting. This is a very good way of relieving stress as I draw faces on the logs with a marker pen – I rarely fail to split
them in one swing with this method. It brings out a good sweat as well so I find it
extremely satisfying!
Enjoy your games this month!

Adie
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JUST ANOTHER INCIDENT!
SM I LE!!
It was my Essex Junior Cup tie; everything was going nicely. About twenty
minutes had gone, no goals, not much to get excited about really, but it was
keen. So why pick on me? Why indeed, "What's he on about," I hear the cry.
Well, I'll tell you.
Some forward had just shot wide - a goal kick. 'I could have done better myself,' I
thought as I sprinted (well, ran) back upfield to get on my diagonal. The goalkeeper had only been gone a minute, or was it two? Not long anyway, The centre-backs were marking up. I was superbly positioned - both linesmen in full view
and in line for any pushing. I was certainly feeling alert today …
"Oi, Boiy." A pause. He can't mean me, I thought, trying not to look. The goalie
placed the ball. Or can he? "Oi." Common lot here in rural Essex, I pondered, as
common as Colchester losing. lie did mean me, you know. "Oi, Ref." Yes, that's
me all right. I turned and there he stood in all his glory, grey anorak, corduroy
trousers, bush-hat and wellies. He was ten yards onto the pitch, so I signalled to
the goalkeeper to hang on a minute. What did this man want? Was he safe?
Was he sane? These questions I asked myself as I trembled my way across to
him, but still retaining my stiff Society upper lip. I didn't know quite what to ask
him, so I let him do the talking.
"It's twenty parst three," he drawled. I looked at my Ingersoll; he was right. "Tis
time them cows was taken to yonder for milkun," he explained, first pointing behind him then beyond me. I looked. There, across the lane, stood a group of
cows huddled near a gate, cross-legged with want of milking, and looking rather
sad. I thought for a second. The only way from that field to that field is across this
field, the pitch.
Oh gawd! "Well, it's like this lads ..." I started. Some laughed, others looked confused, some were worried. "We were just getting momentum." "We would have
scored in a minute." "They're tiring." Anyway, there we were, all of us, packed
into a penalty-area. It looked like Italy's defence.
Then, the stars of the moment came on. All thirty of them lowing, grunting, clanging, driven across the penalty area and behind the goal. Of course there were
the puns. "That's one of their subs, refl" "That one's had a kick in the calf!" Off
they trot, their sad faces looking brighter as they realise they are to be relieved of
a heavy burden (reminded me of Harold Wilson!).
The game resumed but never really got going after that. An experience I will never forget. I have told this tale to a few members and, of course, they commented
that it was: "a load of old bull", or "c'mon pull the udder one", or even that the
moral of this story is: "Referees should be seen and not herd."
Barry Marlowe, writing in 'The Haldis Whistler' and sent to me by Tony Murphy. It
also appeared in The Referee in 1976
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West Wittering needs to slightly alter one bit of
Mac's Musings

'The Woking Warbler September 2013 Edition) states that 'County' discussed a
possible increase in the Fee for Referees in the local Junior Leagues. Not 100%
accurate, sorry.
The matter was discussed (very democratically) at a League Representative
Committee meeting, having previously been ongoing on the Agenda of that body
for 3 or 4 sessions. The LRC began life as a Forum to which each League in the
County was invited to send a representative, with meetings held bi-monthly during the playing season, i.e. 5 times each year. Some Leagues are and hive been
regular attenders, others less so, and there have been some losses, such as the
Combined Counties League, whose verdict was that there was nothing of interest to their League in attending such a body. As with all such Committees some
delegates are keen to contribute and known to "report back", whilst others attend, listen and go home, probably none the wiser. County provided Les Pharo
as the first Chairman, after a brief period to see if the idea worked SCFA made it
into a full blown Standing Committee, and later a fellow from Guildford with initials CW became its elected Chairman - for 4 seasons. It would be safe to state
that County had (at last) recognized that it needed to get closer to its Leagues, to
listen to their moans, grant a hearing or two when necessary, and possibly realise just how much of the organizing of Surrey football has very little to do with the
enclave at No. 36 Bridge Street. Fred Wye met the Committee (before his untimely and sudden death) and was amenable to League suggestions regarding
his County Cups. Referees' appointments to County Cup ties were the subject of
a proposed protocol formulated by the present Governance Officer, Derek
Stovold, + Geoff Comley, just before David Crick was appointed to the relatively
short-lived Office of "Head of Refereeing', and he promptly vetoed the whole
idea !
Initially the Committee, like all the others, had its own appointed Director, and
also on occasions had other County men as visitors. The latter still pertains.

The 'wage-claim' on behalf of referees was 'pushed1 hard by one Veterans'
League and one other League on the other side of Surrey, it being stated in support of a rise to £35 that some Leagues just outside Surrey were already paying
£35, and expressing the fear that there might be an exodus of referees if we all
stayed at thirty quid. Looking at facts, (1) Cross border Leagues will only have a
certain number of matches to cover, probably the same amount as they have
now, so which games will the Surrey exodus be appointed to ? (2) If you have to
go further afield to get more cash surely your travel costs will rise even more ?
Fees used to be part of the function of the now redundant Home Counties Conference, but that body only ever recommended a figure that was not to be exceeded. And for certain, all local Leagues tended to move their fees upwards
when market forces made it necessary.
I clearly recall the move by the Alliance to the present £30. We were at the Varsity Centre, at the AGM, and the Intermediate Western had gone straight from £25
to £30 the previous evening. The Alliance had already "trailed1 both "Western1 &
"Border" for a couple of seasons by sticking with £22. The likelihood of anything
other than a rise to £25 for the Alliance seemed remote.
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Geoff put in his four penn'orth, and there was a few moments of silence, before a
voice at the back said "Let's go to £30, we might get some better referees !" Only
two more clubs spoke before a vote confirmed that G&WA was ready, able and
willing to find eight pounds extra per game for its referees. The Border League
had to jump from £25 to £30 the following week at its AGM. As you stated, that
was all of seven years ago, but in planning the next increase, when and how
much, any rise of £5 on £30 is one sixth or just over 16%, and may sound too
much.
Allied to a definite decline in adult 11-a-side male football it might be said that
such a rise would be aiding and abetting the decline. Sponsorship for local teams
is almost at a standstill, and fundraising by players on behalf of their own Clubs
totally outdated.
Many of us, on taking our first steps into officiating will have been asked “why?”
We may even have asked ourselves the same question, particularly after a
'sticky' game. One of our answers has always been that we "wanted to put something back in !"
Yet in one way we actually started "taking something out" as soon as we were
paid our first match fee, didn't we ? Not an enormous amount, I'll grant you, but
a bit more than would actually be needed to cover all our expenses, real and imaginary. I cannot deny that fuel for cars has soared in price, more efficient engines notwithstanding, but my two wheeled and 2 pedal transport leaves me ignorant of such things, exacerbated by the fact that my last match was in July
2008 !
The County has done its best to hold its prices to clubs, as have the Leagues,
the recent instruction that Clubs must insure their players is an F.A. edict, and
probably a 'good idea' but a definite 'extra expense'. All in all the cost of funding
just one team at adult level has probably doubled in the last ten seasons and will
go on rising, even at this time when money is definitely tight for the majority of
people.
As a League Officer I must remember that if and when I sanction any discussion
regarding a rise in fees or charges it is costing the League nothing. But any £5
rise in the fee for a referee is possibly anything up to another £75 from each
team in a full season. We need to be aware of that last straw that may break the
camel's back. Clubs do not do budgeting at all well, in the main, making their
need for a bank account possibly superfluous, I am writing about 'grass-roots',
and that is not the Conference, nor the Southern, nor the Ryman and not even
the Combined Counties, all places where there is money at both Club and
League level a'plenty, even though much of it gets wasted or diverted. 'Grassroots' is what it says, the very basic lowest level of participation, where the players pay to play and only the bloke with the whistle takes home more than he
came with ! Returning to the main reason for this explanatory missive : The
Leagues at the LRC talked the matter through and then a vote was taken and for
season 2013-14 they voted to stay at £30 for the fee for a local Referee. ! am
aware that the Elite League has moved to £35, but that is now a Countywide
League and just one step down from the Combined Counties, and one step up
from the two County Intermediate Leagues.
No doubt the LRC will return to this subject, and no doubt, sooner or later, Referees will get a rise. But it needs to be for the right amount and for the right reasons.
CW
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Tricks of the Trade

... questions on practical refereeing

answered by John Cooke, Training Officer of AFA and seen in the
AFA ARGUS
Question. Players appeal for fouls constantly throughout the game and
usually I just ignore them. This sometimes give rise to the claim that I am not
listening to them or am incapable of making decisions. I should like to be able
to indicate in a positive way that I am dismissing their shouts for free kicks.
Answer. A referee who remains quiet during a game gives the impression of being timid, unable to make a firm decision or is out of touch with the
game. I tend to ignore most calls but when they come loudly from several
players I shout for example "ball played the hand", or "it wasn't deliberate", or
simply "get on with it". In each case I have "answered" the call for a free kick
by not giving one. Another technique is "cutting the grass", an action of quickly crossing and uncrossing one's arms about waist level perhaps with a shake
of the head.
Question. I recently encountered a team manager who was making my
life very difficult by shouting obscenities at me and his team's opponents. I
asked him to keep quiet but he wouldn't. I later ordered him to leave the vicinity of the FoP but he refused citing that as this was a public park I had no
power to make him comply. He had called my bluff and won and frankly I felt
humiliated, hat else could I have done?
Answer. After your warnings had been ignored it is worth pointing out
to him during a stoppage in play and in a fairly loud voice that either he leaves
the vicinity of the FoP or you will, with the ball under your arm thus ending the
game.
He and his team, will then be cited by the County FA for causing the game to
be abandoned with all the punishments that this entails. This usually does the
trick. If not, give one last public warning and carry it out if he persists.
Two important points to bear in mind. If the manager is named as a substitute
player on the team sheet you can caution him on the touchline of dismiss him
from the FoP.
But beware that if he is named as the club physiotherapist then you can't
send him from the touchline and you will have to put up with him as he is likely to be the only person qualified to treat injuries. But you can still warn him
for bad behaviour and abandon the game if it persists. Include all this in your
report to the County FA.
Courtesy of The Chiltern Referee

19

The Warbler

The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society

FA Youth Cup Westfield v Horsham
Assistant Referee ; Nick Arbuckle
Ladies FA cup 2nd round Westfield Ladies v Aylesford Ladies
Assistant Referee ; Nick Arbuckle
FA Youth Cup first round Woking v South Park.
Assistant Referee ; Paul Saunders

7th October

Society Meeting - Vince and Barry

17th October

Imber Court. Surrey County FA RA-FA event 7.30pm
Guest Speaker - Kevin Friend Premiership Referee

4th November

Society Meeting - Jim de Rennes, Goalkeepers and
Referees

2nd December

Society Meeting

6th January 2014

Society Meeting - Adie Freeman, the referees secretary

3rd February

Society Meeting - The Surrey County FA Road Show

3rd March

Society Meeting - AGM

7th April

Society Meeting

12 May

Society Meeting
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Get Fit (Northern Style) with Andy Bennett & Friends
Phil Dowd went
from
This to This
Can You ?
Come along on
Mondays and
find the new
you
When: Every Monday – 6.45pm start for one hour (or until someone keels over,
whichever
comes first)
Where: Meadow Sports Club, Loop Road, Woking
Aim: We plan to make our society members and friends that little bit fitter with
some fun, sociable fitness work to keep us ahead of our competition.
What do I need?: Just bring your boots and some training gear and between us
we will have some laughs as we aim to be the best of the best….ish
Andy holds a UEFA Z Licence in fitness coaching so any ideas and/or drills are
happily encouraged and welcomed.
Please contact me for more details so that we can plan numbers.
Mob: 07538 714747
Email: andy.bennett@palmbreweries.com

Choosing a wife courtesy of Glenn La Roche

A man wanted to get married. He was having trouble choosing among three likely candidates. He gives each woman a present of $5,000 and watches to see what they do with
the money.
The first does a total makeover. She goes to a fancy beauty salon, gets her hair done,
new makeup; buys several new outfits and dresses up very nicely for the man. She tells
him that she has done this to be more attractive for him because she loves him so
much.
The man was impressed.
The second goes shopping to buy the man gifts. She gets him a new set of golf clubs,
some new gizmos for his computer, and some expensive clothes. As she presents these
gifts, she tells him that she has spent all the money on him because she loves him so
much..
Again, the man is impressed.
The third invests the money in the stock market She earns several times the $5,000.
She gives him back his $5,000 and reinvests the remainder in a joint account. She tells
him that she wants to save for their future because she loves him so much.
Obviously, the man was impressed.
The man thought for a long time about what each woman had done with the money he'd
given her.
Then he married the one with the biggest boobs
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Keith Hackett on Positioning During Free Kicks.

Free kick management, when well executed, enhances the authority and presence of the Referee. It demonstrates to everyone that the referee is in full control
of himself and the players.
Those direct free kicks close to goal, effectively managed, offer the attacking
team a better opportunity to score. An efficient process will avoid unnecessary
delays in the game.
In one game that I highlighted in a recent article on SoccerNation.com, a total of
12 of the 90 minutes playing time were lost due to a series of poorly managed
free kicks. The referee was ineffective on dissent; he did not take control of the
ball and the wall crept forward on occasions, resulting in the referee having to
stride the 10 yards for a second time.
When assessing the performance of Referees, I always look carefully at how the
official carries out the procedure of managing a set piece free kick. Naturally
when a referee blows his whistle to award a free kick I take a look at his/her
proximity to play and the viewing angle he/she has achieved.
I will judge the accuracy of the decision and determine if it is a
• Careless Challenge = Free kick or Penalty kick
• Reckless Challenge = Free kick or Penalty kick plus YELLOW CARD
• Reckless with excessive force endangering the safety of opponent = Free kick
or Penalty kick plus RED CARD.
So let’s examine a process that works and one that you can adopt into your own
future games.
A---------------------------------15-20 Yards-------------------------------------B
At point ‘A’ you detect an infringement and blow for the free kick taking place at
point ‘B’ and you are within 15-20 yards. If no sanction is to be issued, then while
running to point B – the scene of the offence – you can allow the attacking team
the opportunity to take a quick free kick.
If there is to be a sanction, once at point B then:
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

TAKE CONTROL OF THE BALL – ENSURING THAT IT IS CORRECTLY
POSITIONED. (In your pre-match instructions you can instruct your Assistant Refs to monitor the ball to ensure that it is not moved while you are
pacing out the distance)
SHOW THE WHISTLE ABOVE YOUR HEAD AND INFORM THE KICKER
AND HIS COLLEAGUES NOT TO TAKE THE FREE KICK UNTIL YOU
SIGNAL.
NOW PACE OUT THE TEN YARDS (9.15M) MOVING TOWARDS THE
SIDE OF THE WALL.
TAKE THOSE DEFENDING PLAYERS WITH YOU WHEN PACING OUT
AND PLEASE ENSURE THAT THE WALL IS THE CORRECT DISTANCE
FROM THE BALL. (10 YARDS /9.15M)
INFORM THE PLAYERS THAT YOU DO NOT WANT THEM TO ENCROACH, AND IF THEY RAISE THEIR HANDS.ARMS ABOVE THEIR
HEADS TO MAKE THEMSELVES LARGER AND THE BALL STRIKES
YOU WILL DETERMINE THAT THE OFFENCE OF HANDBALL IS DELIBERATE AND PENALISE IN LINE WITH THE LAWS REQUIREMENTS
NOW MOVE TO A GOOD VIEWING POSITION AND SIGNAL FOR THE
KICK TO BE TAKEN
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(I love the fact that the MLS provide their match officials with a spray that enables them to leave a clear line marking the appropriate distance. I watched it
been used in a game at Chicago and was amazed with how good the players respond to its use.)
Keith Hackett writing in the Eccles RA Informer

On the same subject I noticed the article below in the Chiltern Referee. Interesting to compare the different approaches ..,both of which I would suggest have a
place in the game. Mac

The Art of Proactivity.
Many years ago, when I was whistling on the Wycombe Senior/Chiltonian/
Transvaal Football Leagues (oh, how I miss those days!) I used to end my centre
-circle briefing with the skippers: "Free kicks; if you want ten yards ask for it, if
you take a quick one and it comes unstuck that's bad luck". Nowadays that sort
of thing has an associated buzzword - its being 'proactive'.
It seemed to work rather well; it was a treat to hear the call "Ten yards please
Ref" (even 'Mister Ref on the TFL) if I hadn't already made the (proactive) “move
away” instruction to hovering opponent(s). But I never paced ten yards; I always
judged it by (proactive) eye.
Level 4 assessment competencies now requires correct 10 yards estimation generally and especially with defensive walls. Note the word 'estimation'. It is a
'refinement competence' if the referee uses geometry and markings of FoP to
measure 10 yards in appropriate situations. Welcome to my world!!
So back to the quick one; perfectly legitimate and proactive because a whistle is
not required to restart play from a free kick (Referee Signals - Use of Whistle -6th
bullet point) unless the appropriate distance is required (3rd bullet point). The appropriate distance requirement has to be taken as that of the team awarded the
kick, not the referee.
But there is a codicil. Consider an indirect free kick awarded to the attacking
team in the opposition goal area. The kick must be taken from the six-yard line.
Does that constitute the appropriate (suitable) distance with the defenders on the
goal line between the goal posts, and is a whistled restart therefore mandatory? I
suggest it isn't.
Per Referee Signals - Use of Whistle -final sentence: When a discretionary whistle is needed to start play, the referee should clearly announce to the players that
the restart may not occur until after that signal. The problem remains that the ball
is not in play until it has been kicked and moves (Law 13), but we all know the
'charge' starts as the whistle is blown - not a pretty sight from six yards.
The nod, not the blow, is the proactive option.

Mike Coventry , Courtesy of the Chiltern Referee
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Classes here now

FOR ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS
MALE AND FEMALE
OF ALL AGES

HAVE FUN
GETTING FIT
For Details

Contact Gareth Price on
07735067158
Winston Churchill School
Every Tuesday at 19.00 - 20.00 hrs

Ash Taxis
6 Seater Taxi

Airports , Docks, Social Functions

Competitive Prices
24 hours by appointment
Contact —Colin Barnett on
Tel.
01252 328957
Fax
01252 654811
Mob 07831 404 066
E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com
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95 Sutton Avenue
St Johns, Woking
Surrey GU21 8UL
01483 385776
07780 684416
michaelgeorgelawrence@hotmail.com

Advice on the prevention of
Stalking and Harassmentment
Hamish Brown MBE
Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector
UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to:
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com
Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com
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Courtesy of the Chiltern Referee
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Courtesy of the Chiltern Refereee
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WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
www.TheFA.com

Wembley Stadium PO Box 1966
London SW1P 9EQ

FA Refereeing Department
National Managers
“name”@theFA.com

Ian Blanchard ; Senior National Game Referee Manager
Roger Vaughan ; Recruitment, Retention & Development
Neale Barry ; Head of Senior Referee Development

Surrey County Football Association
www.surreyfa.com
Referee Competition Manager
Appointments Secretary
Referee Development Officer

Connaught House 36 Bridge Street Leatherhead,
Surrey, KT22 8BZ
01372 373543
Mark Wood mark.wood@surreyfa.com
Rod Wood 0208 979 2477 & 07860 400995
Rod.wood@surreyfa.com
Tim Lawrence 01372 373543

The Referees’ Association
www.footballreferee.org
ra@footballreferee.org
Tel 024 7642 0360 Fax 024 7767 7234

Unit 12, Ensign Business Centre
Westwood Way
Westwood Business Park
Coventry CV4 8JA

Surrey County Referees Association
Honorary Secretary

Surreyra@hotmail.com
Brian Fish 01483 420007 fishbaak@yahoo.co.uk

Guildford & Woking Alliance League
Referees’ Secretary

Terry Hawkett 07782 653334
Terry.hawkett@gmail.com

Surrey County Intermediate League
(Western) Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Suburban League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Dave Goater
dave.gosubrefs@outlook.com

Combined Counties League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Philip Nash 07951 415046
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk

Southern Youth League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Peter Harris 01252315856 / 07967 988840
Peter.harris1767ntlworld.com

Camberley & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m),
richard@harris-net.co.uk

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Bob Dick 01483 300155
bobmdick@btinternet..com

Farnham & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Colin Barnett 01252 328953
cbarnett5978184@aol.com

Surrey Elite Intermediate Football League
Referees’ Secretary

Richard Brum 07956 185602
richard.brum@sky.com

Surrey Youth League
Referees’ Secretary

www.wsyl.org.uk
Alan Wiggins 01932 789376 alan.wiggins@wsyl.org.uk

Surrey Primary League
Referees Secretary

Martin Etheridge
etheridgemartin@aol.com

Middlesex County FA
Www.middlesexFA.com

39/41 Roxborough Rd Harrow,
Middlesex, HA1 1NS 0208 424 8524

Hampshire County FA
Www.hampshireFA.com

Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF 01256 853000

Berks and Bucks County FA
Www.berksandbucksFA.com

15a London Street, Farringdon
Oxfordshire, SN7 8AG 01367 242099

London FA
Www.londonFA.com

11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sulivan Rd Fulham
London SW6 3DU 0870 774 3010

