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Loop Rd Playing Fields, Loop Rd, Kingfield, Woking
Surrey GU22 9BQ

AGENDA

♦

♦

8.00 Chairman’s Welcome
This Month’s Speaker
David Cook
“From Wheatsheaf Common to Wembley—My Time at the FA”

♦

♦

Society Business

10.00 Close
November meeting
Monday 7th November 2016
The deadline for the November Warbler is
Friday 28th October 2016
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the
Society or it’s Committee
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Hi Everyone,
As you may know, at last month’s meeting
the committee explored the possibility of
joining forces with two other local societies. This is based on future proofing the
three societies into one bigger stronger society. However it cannot move forward
unless the majority of the members of all
three societies get behind it. In the next
week or so a survey will come out to all the
members and we need you to honest, this
is your society and your opinions matter.
That said we are a strong society in our
own right, although there is always room for improvement
This month we welcome the well-known Mr. Dave Cook for what I’m
sure will be an interesting, fun and interactive evening.
I look forward to seeing as many as you as can make it.

Pat
On the opposite page Callum (2013/14 )
Tom (2014/15) and Shawn(2015/16) who received individual trophies for Young Referee of
the Year, presented to them by Alex Bradley our
Guest Speaker. I’m sure theses guys are going
to receive many more such trophies before their
refereeing career is done

2016/17 Membership
61Full Members
8 Friends
1 Affiliate Member
24 Referees trained in
2016/2017

Accounts October 2016
General
Supplies
Belgium
Training Fund
Youth Fund
Total
4

£2,958.35
£153.15
£0.00
£833.40
£113.50
£4,058.40
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Once more the FA, Premiership “et al” are promising to clamp down on dissent,
but haven't we all heard this before?. Apparently its over 5 years since a player
has been dismissed for “OFFINABUS” in the Premiership (see pages 10 & 11)
Funny how some refs speak to players though. I always try and be polite. “Yes ,
please, thank you “ etc. although along with most other refs I think the reaction to
dissent is the most testing, particularly when it gets personal. Does speaking with
the Captains at KO and asking them to control their players before you have to
actually have any effect? I seldom see it. Most seem to take it as permission to
be the first to moan.
I’ve heard some refs shout at players such as “Oi gobshite come here” or “You,
shut your mouth” accompanied by much finger pointing. Not my idea of engendering cordial relations with players but then sometimes “needs must” as they
say. There is a fine line between “coping a deaf un” and dishing out the cards. I
find it’s not so much what they say but how they say it. And sometimes I just get
fed up and the next remark tips the balance and he/she gets the card. Some
years ago whilst refereeing a Surrey Intermediate game one Saturday, one of the
players was questioning every decision and always seemed to be in my ear. I’m
sure you’ve all met the type. Anyway, ball deflects off a couple of opposing players and over the bye line. Corner or goal kick? . I was pretty sure it was a corner
and indicated such, at which point matey starts up again from about 20 yards
away insisting I’d got it wrong. Cue loud blast on old foxy and called the gentleman across. I pointed out that as I was the one with the whistle and had to make
the decisions, whether he thought I was right or wrong was irrelevant as that was
what was going to happen. “ Ok ref as long as you admit you’re wrong that’s ok”
said he with a grin, and off he trotted. Bemused I shook my head and we carried
on. Surprisingly he hardly said another word all game and came up to me at the
end and thanked me and said he hoped I didn’t mind his “banter”

Mac

Alex

Callum

Tom

Shawn
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26 members were welcomed by Vice Chairman Colin Barnett who introduced our
guest speaker Alex Bradley, winner of the inaugural Joel Richards Young Volunteer of the Year Award (see the article on the opposite page)
Alex, a level 4 referee and Vice Chairman and Treasurer of the Sussex RA-FA
Youth Council Committee, gave a fascinating talk on how the Sussex RA and in
particular the Youth Council support newly qualified referees.
Alex has been instrumental in running a number of development events, focusing
on themes based on feedback from newly qualified referees. These have included . “Building Confidence”, “Developing Man Management Skills” and “Right
Place Right Time”. The latter having been led by Premier league A/R Harry Lennard.
Alex explained how the Youth Council have also set up a County wide mentoring
scheme to support newly qualified referees, focusing in particular on their first 5
qualifying games. Whilst many Counties have mentoring schemes, Sussex is different in that rather than being an option, newly qualified referees are allocated
an “advisor” who is a member of the Youth Council, who observes the referee
and gives feedback, ensuring they give 3 strengths and 2 development areas ie
emphasise is on the positives. A report is also sent to the County FA. Their target
for 2016/17 is to “Advise” 150 referees over the coming season.
The whole purpose is to increase retention, which as we all know is, poor particularly during the first year of refereeing, by building confidence through positive
feedback and getting referees to engage and discuss match incidents
The benefits of belonging to and attending Local RA meetings are also highlighted. In Sussex all newly qualified Referees are automatically enrolled for free
into the RA for their fist year.
Alex also spoke about the charity “Smile for Joel” which has been formed to provide support for families affected by bereavement due to terrorism. He himself is
planning on running a marathon to help raise funds for the cause.
Colin thanked Alex for an excellent, fascinating, and thought provoking talk.
The second half of the evening was taken up by Vince who explained his ideas
regarding the possibility of the merging of Woking, Guildford and Frimley/
Camberley Referees’ Societies . Vince has explained the reasoning and the purpose of the suggestion, which has been discussed in some detail by your committee, in an e mail to the members, replicated on page 8.
Steve Ferris, Chairman of Guildford Referees Society, who was a guest at the
meeting endorsed Vince’s proposal and explained he was planning on putting
the idea to his members at their monthly meeting the following week.
Finally the recipients of the Denis Wells Trophy for the Young Referee of the
Year for the last 3 years namely Callum Peter, Tom Ellsmore and Shawn Barclay were each presented with a keepsake trophy, fittingly by our speaker Alex
Bradley
The meeting closed at 9.45pm
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Sussex County FA referee, and Sussex RA-FA Youth Council
treasurer, Alex Bradley, won the inaugural Joel Richards Young
Volunteer of the Year Award, at The Referees’ Association (RA)
Awards Dinner in Hinckley on Saturday 16th July 2016.
The award was instigated by The RA, in memory of West Bromwich based referee and local RA-FA Youth Council member, Joel Richards, who tragically died
in the terrorist attack in Sousse, Tunisia, in June 2015.
Alex, 20, was nominated for the award by the Sussex County RA, and the citation submitted highlighted a number of the things he achieved while serving on
the Sussex County RA committee as a Youth Council representative during last
season and these included:
• Assisting in the development of a scheme with the Sussex County FA where
every newly trained referee in the county is automatically enrolled as a member
of The RA.
• Being a youth ambassador for the Sussex County RA delivering presentations
on RA membership benefits during Sussex County FA referee training courses.
• The setting up of a county wide mentoring scheme where members of the Sussex RA-FA Youth Council observe newly qualified referees during the course of
their first games. Over one hundred newly qualified referees have been observed
this season and allocated a ‘buddy’ to attend local RA meetings.
• Delivering training events at Local RA meetings throughout the county as well
as Sussex County FA events, including Youth Council training events, where
again membership of The RA is heavily promoted.
• Ensuring that the Youth Council contributed to each edition of the Sussex
County RA newsletter ‘The Sussex Referee’ as well as writing about his own experiences in the 2015 Iber Cup.
• In a difficult year for membership of The RA in Sussex, Alex has been a real
asset to the county association, devoting a great deal of time to The RA, taking
an active role in delivering initiatives, alongside his own professional development as an accountant and promotion to level 4 referee.
After receiving the award, and once he had got over his utter surprise, Alex said:
"I am honoured to have won the first Joel Richards Young Volunteer of the year
award. This has come as a huge surprise and I would like to thank everyone that
nominated me for this prestigious award.
“I’d also like to thank those who have helped me achieve this and supported me
throughout my refereeing career to date. It is great to receive this recognition and
I am already looking forward to working hard again next season!”
Read more at http://www.sussexfa.com/news/2016/jul/sussex-referee-winsinaugural-ra-award#IeRri4oHj24EL6BF.99
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Where in the World?
Over 140 downloads of the September edition of
the Warbler were recorded on our website in the
week since it was made available at the end of
August. This got the committee thinking, we
print and post out about 70 copies to members
and others, but where else is the Warbler being
read?
We know we have nearly 700 friends on Facebook from all over the globe
If you have downloaded this edition and would
like to let us know, please send us your name
and where you are from to
whereintheworld@wokingreferees.co.uk
We will include these details in a future edition. As well as seeing which country outside of the UK has the most Warbler readers, we will see which parts of
the UK download as well..
Unfortunately, there are no prizes but we look forward to hearing from you.

Message from the Committee
Dear members
For some time now the RA in general terms has had a declining membership,
we at Woking RA have fortunately remained strong and vibrant however we
must consider our future as well as the future of our closest neighbours. To this
end your committee have sanctioned looking into the possibility of a merger between Woking, Guildford and Camberley + Farnham.
This is something that we believe will give us a sustainable future as well as
sharing the load in terms of committee work load. It will also hopefully mean
that we will secure more quality speakers and continue to enjoy vibrant meetings.
We very much value your thoughts and opinions on this, so we have put together a small survey to help us understand the feeling of the membership.
This will enable us to put together an action plan to further investigate the possibility of said merger
Please do answer the survey as honestly as possible and also please be assured there have been no decisions made. This is an investigation only at this
stage
Thank you for all your help with this very important matter. The survey details
will be sent in the next few days in a separate email.
Regards
The Committee
Woking Referees' Society
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Laws gets to grips with the Laws
So I've just returned from a weekend away at the Radcliffe Conference Centre at Warwick University having attended an FA Referees Tutors Course along
with 20 other budding tutors from all parts of the U.K.
Arrival time was 11am so I was up and on my way by 8.30 attempting some
Eddie Stobart spotting on route (17)
Having registered along with the other candidates the 'course and house' rules
were explained which basically boiled down to your days will be long but really
enjoyable and we will each do a 10 minute presentation on certain subjects to 6
New Referees (other course participants in disguise).
My first presentation was on DOGSO (Denying Obvious Goal Scoring Opportunity) but I'd done my homework and had spoken with our President before embarking on my trip, so I was very well prepared (cheers Hero). My presentation
went down a storm and feedback received was very positive.
Day 2 was Inspecting the Field of Play and I had to sort this one out myself as
the president was nowhere to be seen!!! The 10 minutes flew by and I seemed to
have done quite a good job as again the feedback was very positive.
Day 3 arrived and my chosen subject was dealing with player confrontation.
There was a little twist to this presentation as I was informed I was going to be
'miked' up and filmed!!!!!
I was worried but got myself through it and was surprised to listen to the group
give me some really good feedback and then that was it the course was finished.
The venue was brilliant the rooms were fantastic and the food was excellent.
To hear that I had passed was very pleasing and whilst the 3 days were very
long they were great fun, made better by being with other referees. I would fully
recommend that if your interested in tutoring that you put your name forward.

Dave “Laws” Lawton
“EMIRATES STADIUM “
The Arsenal’s home in Greenland ?
—spotted by Brian Reader

Did You Know ?
On 8th October 1955 during the 3rd Division (Southern Section) match between Aldersot and Brentford, a small
dog grabbed the flag carried by the
linesman Ronnie Chappell, ran off with
it and disappeared.
When Torquay United signed Ian
Johnston from Whitley Bay, the fee was
six footballs
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Spot the Difference !
August 2015
Another new interpretation emanates from the FA's intention (Neil Ashton, D
Mail 5.8.15) to crack down on a stream of verbal abuse from managers and
coaches in technical areas by introducing a formal code of conduct. Although
referees already have the power to dismiss people from the technical area,
they have told managers that this season they will implement a two-stage system that could lead to banishment from the bench for any member of staff. We
are told that technical area staff have been left in no doubt that abuse of the
fourth official or opposition benches will no longer be tolerated. Fourth officials
have been told to monitor touchline behaviour, and technical staff will be issued
with a warning in the first instance for persistent verbal abuse or, for example,
sarcastically applauding a decision. The next offence will lead to the transgressor being sent to the stands and charged by the FA for breaching the guidelines that have been agreed by all Premier League clubs.
Referees' chiefs have rightly argued that the fourth official already has a tough
enough job assisting the referee without being used as a verbal punchbag by
outraged club staff.
The initiative is aimed at keeping a lid on rowdy and unruly behaviour in the
dugout. The FA have noticed an increase over the past year in the level of
abuse directed towards the fourth official including coaches, medical staff and
substitutes. Managers have been told the FA were considering the introduction
of a series of cards, similar to those used on the pitch, to act as a deterrent this
season. Instead they will be issued with verbal warnings by referees. In addition, the existing powers to act against the antics that have become commonplace in the technical area have been stressed to match officials. But will they
take any action? At the time of writing I have not seen any comments from the
top clubs or their officials. But Graham Poll (D Mail 5.8.15) said, "There really
should have been no need for this directive as the laws allow for action by referees already, but they have chosen (or been advised) not to act. There has
been tolerance of these rants on and off the field and as a result behaviour has
deteriorated. How can it be that not one Premier League player has been dismissed for abuse for five seasons?"

August 2016
The Football Association, Premier League and Football League today announced a new initiative to clamp down on players and managers abusing referees. All three bodies are working together with officials to improve the sport's
image. The Plan has been 12 months in the making and the Professional Game
Match Officials, the organisation representing referees, have been consulted on
how things can be improved.
The new directive will be explained to clubs before the season gets underway
across all the divisions next month. The five areas which are being targeted are:
dissent toward match officials; offensive or insulting language and or gestures
towards match officials; physical contact with match officials; surrounding match
officials; conduct in the technical area.
10
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It is being introduced to make sure there is not a repeat of the kind of ugly scenes
which overshadowed Chelsea's 2-2 draw with Tottenham in May, when both sides
confronted Mark Clattenburg on a number of occasions. A total of 12 yellow cards
were issued, while the teams were fined a total of £465,000 reduced from an initial
£600,000 by the FA. Whilst this match was not the driving force for the scheme, it
served as a timely reminder that action was needed. Referees will now be given
more encouragement than ever to issue cards for bad behaviour. This includes
booking players who show disrespectful behaviour, respond aggressively to decisions, confront an official face to face and run towards an official to contest a decision. Anyone using offensive or abusive language will be dismissed, as will an individual that uses aggressive physical contact.
They hope to stop the increasing trend of groups of players from surrounding the
referee by making sure if two or more from the same team go to them, then, at
least one will by booked. The actions of club staff in the technical area will also be
more vigorously policed, which means coaches and assistants are in more danger
of being sent to the stands.
Martin Glenn, FA Chief executive, said; "We all have a collective responsibility to
ensure high standards of respect are maintained from the grassroots to the professional game." Premier League executive Richard Scudamore said: "Things happen in the heat of the moment during fast and highly competitive football; we still
want to see the passion fans enjoy and demand, but players and managers have
to be aware there are lines that should not be crossed."
This was written by Simon Johnson, Football Correspondent of the Evening
Standard . (Both articles spotted in the Chiltern Referee)
So — No change there then! (Ed)

Message from Scott Brundish , Chairman Surrey Primary League
Dear Referees,
The Surrey Primary League are a Sunday youth league with 500 teams in Surrey
and borders. Last season we had a 94% rating for fair play and respect.
We are widely considered to be a 'friendly' league and strongly promote respect of
officials and opponents.
We are committed to allocating referees to as many of our games as possible and
to this end we are actively seeking officials for our U16 - U18 age groups and can
guarantee games throughout the season.
Please contact me if you are interested or would like further details,
chairman@surreyprimaryleague.com
or register on the SPL website: http://
register.thesurreyprimaryleague.com/refereeregistrationform2016
Scott Brundish
Chairman
Surrey Primary League
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MURPHY’S MEANDERINGS
It was a Sunday league game in the sixties. This game had an edge to it. Both
teams were sponsored by public houses which were only a short distance away
from each other. There was intense rivalry between them and I was told there
had been a lot of hype leading up to the game. There were even stories that a
few side wagers had been placed on the game but I’m not sure if they were true.
The game was played on a private pitch and there was a crowd of spectators
down each touchline. It was the sort of game I enjoyed, physical, hard, no quarter given or taken with plenty of noise and support from the touchline. The players, responding accordingly, were totally committed and only wanted to get on
with the game. They weren’t interested in me and advantage was the easiest
clause to apply.
I had no problems until the second half. A full back, stocky and well built, standing on the wing level with his own penalty area, received the ball and started to
run down the touchline. As he crossed the half way line a spectator stuck out a
foot, tripping him up and sending him sprawling on his face. There were great
roars of laughter as he picked himself up and walked slowly towards the crowd. I
was quite close to the player and he seemed totally in control of himself. Turning
to the spectator he said, “That was funny, I suppose you think you’re very
clever?” The spectator, still laughing, nodded his head. He never saw the two
punches that knocked him out. There was total silence and the crowd just looked
on.
The player, still in control, looked at me and calmly said, “Don’t worry about me,
ref, I’m going. I’ve had enough of football. I’m packing it all in.” With that he
turned and, just like Moses parting the Red sea, walked through the crowd of
dumfounded spectators who had gathered around the incident, to the changing
room. I called on a trainer to sort the spectator out and then finished the game
without any further problems. Having got the player’s name from the club Secretary I sent in my report and I never heard anything more.

I was watching a local match recently when the ball was played through to the
centre forward who was several yards offside. There was no flag from the club
linesman and the referee allowed the game to continue. The centre forward
promptly scored and the defenders started to moan about the goal. The linesman, belatedly, raised his flag but the referee was having none of it deciding that
the linesman was only trying to placate his defenders. The manager stormed
down the touchline towards his linesman. “He was bloody yards offside,” said the
manager. “That’s right,” said the linesman, “It was so obvious I thought even the
referee could see it, that’s why I didn’t bother to flag.”

Tony Murphy
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FAMOUS LAST WORDS
In previous articles I have tended to be light-hearted or satirical. However, this
time I’d like to be more serious. I’ve already refereed half a dozen pre-season
friendly matches and the same number of league fixtures. So far, so good.
Maybe a bit of isolated unpleasantness, but no need as yet to brandish any yellow or red cards. Almost incredibly, I have yet to encounter any loud-mouthed
idiots on the touchlines.
If the message has got across after the serious concerns of last season, well
done to all concerned. Let’s hope the ceasefire continues. (Famous last
words??)
I noticed at one venue a display board from the Surrey Youth League. It encapsulated precisely what we all hope for:REMEMBER: This is not the World Cup.
The players are children.
The coaches are volunteers.
Referees are only human.
Amen to all that! In the spirit of continued improvement, may I mention a couple
of other matters?
First, are we all aware of and prepared for the danger of thunderstorms and lightning strikes? I’m old enough to remember the brilliant Spurs and Scotland player
who was killed by lightning on a golf course. I also remember a cricketer suffering the same fate on a pitch at Isleworth many years ago. Surely this is a more
serious risk than a frosty playing surface, but are refs and clubs sufficiently alert?
I always check the latest weather forecast and if there is a threat of lightning I
check with the home team what shelter is available if we suddenly have to make
a run for it. I can name certain grounds which are very open and the nearest
shelter is a long way off.
Secondly, is anybody else having trouble extracting prompt payment of their ref’s
fees?
I’ve had three occasions where the manager has not been able to pay me on the
day….but I’ve gone ahead with the matches anyway and chased payment subsequently. I’ve also had two occasions when no cash was ready, so after the
final whistle I have been kept hanging around for ages while the manager conducted a chaotic whip-round among his squad. The worst incident, however,
was when the home team actually refused to pay me my money, on the grounds
that they had been denied a penalty! It took me 40 minutes of argument to prise
my fee out of them.
Of course, I could insist on cash in hand, in advance of the kick-off. However,
that strikes me as a bit mercenary. The manager invariably has other pre-match
matters to attend to, so the frequent response is “OK, ref - no problem – we’ll
see to that later.” I don’t care to be more demanding, as it might not be conducive to friendly relations with managers and it could spoil the match atmosphere.
Am I being too subtle? Should the leagues or the FAs make it a strict rule that
the ref gets his fee before the toss of the coin?

Mick Flannigan
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Will This Be a New Cop-Out For Referees ?
There is merit in the revised direction on disciplining DOGSO offences that
seeks to differentiate between offences in the penalty area that are genuine attempts to play the ball [yellow card] and those unfair practices that aren’t [still a
red card].
Extract from 2016-7 LotG
Where a player commits an offence against an opponent within their own penalty area which denies an opponent an obvious goal-scoring, the offending
player is cautioned unless ..… the offending player does not attempt to play
the ball or there is no possibility for the player making the challenge to
play the ball
This revision places a new and significant burden on referees in having to instantly decide on the offender’s motives. Was it a genuine attempt to play the
ball that resulted in a careless or reckless tackle? How are referees going to
decide?
The most obvious factor will be gauging how close the offender actually
got to the ball in the challenge. Was the ball ever within his playing distance?
Was the offender’s motivation simply to fell an opponent? This can only be
supposition but the clue as to proximity to the ball and whether there was ever
any realistic chance of playing the ball will be the deciding factor.
When clubs get acclimatised to the new law and, no doubt, guided by TV pundits who haven’t a clue, my guess is that players will come to expect never
more than a yellow card in the penalty area for any DOGSO offence looking
like some form of tackle.
Blatant tripping from behind can never be deemed to offer any possibility of
playing the ball. Goalkeepers diving at an opponent’s feet, the opponent having
long since played the ball past the onrushing goalkeeper, cannot be a genuine
attempt to play the ball.
Literal and correct application of the law demands that referees will be judicious
and brave. Have the courage to send off players who are not making a genuine
attempt to play the ball.
Before the law was changed many years ago, ‘obstruction’ was only penalised
with an indirect free kick as opposed to holding and pushing that have always
been penal offences. Referees regularly avoided the hassle of awarding penalty kicks by determining that the holding offence in the penalty area was only
‘obstruction’. This was a cop-out employed by most – if not all – referees.
Don’t let us fall into the same trap again. If there is no chance to or attempt to
play the ball in the penalty area [and all other DOGSO conditions are met] be
brave and send off offenders who, at best, only make pretence of challenging
for the ball.
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Continuing the definitive A to Z of Football written by Dave Brice, which first
appeared in the Warbler 1991/2 Season
DAVIS
AS IN BARRY. /.... .EXCITABLE LITTLE CHAP WITH THE FLOWERY TURN OF PHRASE.
WETS HIS PANTS EVERY TIME BRYAN ROBSON GETS THE BALL.
DEAD BALL
ON FIELD TERM FOR WHEN THE BALL IS MOTIONLESS
DEAD LOSS
ON FIELD TERM FOR WHEN A PLAYER IS MOTIONLESS.
DEFEAT
HATED IN AUGUST,EXPECTED BY CHRISTMAS.
DISSENT
THIS ARGUING WITH THE REFEREEOR GIVING HIM TO MUCH LIP.MOST REF'S ARE
CONVENIENTLY HARD OF HEARING, CHOOSING TO IGNORE THE ODD MUTTER AND
HALF HEARTED GRUMBINGS. UNFORTUNATELY THE PERSISTANT DISSENTER TAKES
THIS TEMPORARY DEAFNESS, ALONG WITH HIS BELIEF IN THE REFEREES FAILING
EYESIGHT, AS A SIGN THAT HE IS CRACKING UP.
PLAYER;
“DID YOU SEE THAT ? “
(REFEREE IGNORES HIM)
PLAYER; “ 0i I SAID DID YOU SEE THAT ? “
(REF STILL IGNORES HIM_
PLAYER;
“FOR F...S SAKE YOU BLIND B.......D” AT WHICH POINT THE REFEREE’S
HEARING IS MIRACULOUSLY RESTORED AND HE SENDS THE OFFENDER OFF FOR
USING FOUL LANGUAGE.
DIVING HEADER
MAINLY PRCTISED BY KAMIKAZEE CENTRE HALVES WHO LIKE GETTING KICKED IN
THE HEAD.
DODGY TEAM
THIS IS A TEAM FROM THE BRIGHTON AREA WHOSE PLAYERS SHOWER BEFORE A
GAME, WHO KISS EACH OTHER, EVEN WHEN THEY CONCEDE A GOAL AND ARE NOT
DISTRACTED BY THEIR OPPONENTS WIVES AND GIRLFRIENDS.
DOG
FOUR LEGGED CREATURE WITH A CURLY TAIL AND A LUSTY LOOK WHO INVADES
THE PITCH FROM TIME TO TIME, OFTEN LEAVING BEHIND A GIFT
EFFOFF
RUSSIAN TERM OFTEN USED BY THE PLAYER TAKING A THROW IN.WHEN A TEAM
MATE ENQUIRES WHY HE ALWAYS THROWS THE BALL STRAIGHT TO THE OPPOSITION THE THROWER REPLIES ' EFFOFF' .
FAGS
HALF TIME ALTERNATIVE TO ORANGES.
FAMOUS LAST WORDS
UTTERED BY THE GROOM .TO HIS TEAMMATES,AS HIS BRIDE WALKS DOWN THE
AISLE. “THIS ISN'T GOING TO A CHANGE A THING, SEE YOU UP THE PUB ON FRIDAY”.
FAN
TECHNICAL TERM FOR ANYONE SILLY ENOUGH TO WATCH A TEAM MORE THAN
ONCE.
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FESBIAN
ABUSE SHOUTED BY THE CROWD WHEN AN OPPOSING PLAYER GOES DOWN INJURED.
'HE AINT HURT REF HE ' S A 8LEEDIN FESBIAN'.
FINGER
USUALLY DISPLAYED IN TWO'S.
FITNESS TEST
WALKING FROM THE DRESSING ROOM TO THE PITCH.
FIVE A SIDE
RESULT OF THE CLOCKS GOING FORWARD AN HOUR AND HALF THE TEAM FORGETTING.
FLOATED BALL
ONE THAT LANDS IN THE CANAL.
GAMBLE
BEING ONE SHORT AND HAVING TO PUT A BLOKE IN GOAL WHO HASN'T CAUGHT A
BALL FOR 5 YEARS AND A BUS FOR 10.
GENERAL TACTIC
IF THEY GET THE BALL, RUN BACK. IF WE GET THE BALL DON'T PANIC.
GENIUS
ANYONE WHO CAN EXPLAIN THE OFFSIDE LAW TO A WOMAN OR A CLUB LINESMAN.
GET STUFFED
LINESMAN FAVOURITE TWO WORDS AFTER 'WHO'S BIASED ?' AND 'OUR THROW ”.
GIANT KILLERS
TECHNICAL TERM DERIVED FROM THE BIBLICAL STORY OF DAVID AND GOLIATH,
WHEREBY ONE TEAM BEATS ANOTHER TEAM BY SLINGING STONES AT THEM.
GOD
SUPER BEING, WHO GIVES A RUNNING COMMENTARY DURING THE GAME.
'OH THANK GOD A PENALTY'.
'OH GOD DON'T LET SMITH TAKE IT1.
'OH GOD HOW DID HE MISS THAT ?'
GOOD RESULT
UNEXPECTED SCORELINE
GRASS
PLANT OF THE GRAMINAE FAMILY , SOMETIMES SEEN GROWING ON PITCHES DURING
OCTOBER AND LATE MARCH.
GREEDY
SORT OF PLAYER THAT NEVER MAKES A PASS, EVEN AT HIS WIFE.
GROIN STRAIN
CONSEQUENCES FOR A PLAYER WHO OVER REACHES HIMSELF.
HALF BAKED
TECHNICAL TERM FOR A LINESMAN WHO ISN'T SURE IF HIS FLAG IS UP OR DOWN.
HE'LL PUT IT UP, THEN TAKE IT DOWN, THEN PUT IT UP AGAIN, THEN SCRATCH HIS
HEAD WITH IT, LOOKING AS BAFFLED AS EVERYBODY ELSE.

To Be Continued
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1983

- Commenced refereeing.

1986 1992

- Class One (old money!!). Combined Counties League Referee and
Isthmian League AR.

1992 1999

th
- Isthmian League Referee, Conference AR and 4 Official Premier
League and Football League.

1999-2002 - Isthmian League Referees’ Officer
2002 2015

- Referees’ Appointments Officer at The Football Association
Included:
· Match Official Appointments in the semi-professional and professional game
· Match Official liaison Officer for FIFA and UEFA
· England Team Security
· Crowd Safety Advisor at UEFA mini Tournaments held in England
· Heading up a Ticketing Compliance Unit at Wembley

3rd October

Society Meeting

David Cook

7th November

Society Meeting

TBA

12th December

Christmas Dinner

Hoe Bridge Golf Centre

9th January

Society Meeting

TBA

6th February

Society Meeting

TBA

6th March

Society Meeting

TBA

3rd April

Society Meeting

TBA

8th May

Society Meeting

TBA

2nd June—5th June

Belgium
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From whistles to
watches, flags to record
cards, shirts to socks,
Pat’s got the lot Help
support the society and make
sure you give Pat a call for all your refereeing
needs 07834 963821

Referees Wanted
for the

Farnham & District Sunday
Veterans League

If you are interested
Please call
Colin on 01252 328 953
Or Linda on 01276 512 735
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The Adventures of Willy ‘Red Card’ Woodwork
The Whistling Referee
Part 46 – Walking the dog and a nasty mess
Match:
League:
Venue:

Cockfosters Casuals -v- Reds Rovers
Division Three – Sunday Park League (North)
A very long walk from the changing rooms!

There are incidents that can occur during a match and all referees must think
‘why does this only happen to me!’ Well this was one of those moments when
a man was walking his dog and suddenly decided to let the dog off the lead.
Amazingly the dog was called ‘Rover’ and he suddenly decided to run to the penalty mark and basically ‘do the business’ or in other words….. go to the toilet (A
number 2)! Both teams naturally expect the referee to clear up the mess but I
had news for them because it was not going to be me! I calmly explained to the
two captains that it was not my responsibility but the responsibility of the home
team. The Cockfosters Casuals captain duly found a plastic bag and cleared
the mess. I must remember not to shake his hand after the match!
The
owner of the dog apologised, placed the lead back on the dog and beat a hasty
retreat.
With the dog now out of sight we continued with the match. Unfortunately the
dog incident seemed to have disorientated one of my assistants as they were
both patrolling the same half and both in line with each other. Within seconds
Casuals had scored a goal. One assistant raised his flag for offside and you’ve
guessed it……….the other assistant did not raise his flag.
So what was I to do
and which assistant should I consult?.............…what would you do?
I took it in turns to consult both assistants separately. I listened to their comments and then made my own decision. Firstly I instructed the assistant to return to the other half of the pitch and not cross over the half way line again and
then I awarded the goal as in my opinion no offside offence had occurred.
The assistants were the substitutes from the teams and not neutral officials so I
did not have high expectations of their abilities to be experts on the offside law or
in fact any law!
With the weather having taken a turn for the better this was the perfect time to go
to the park and take the dog for a walk. This may be good for the owner and the
dog but not necessarily so for the twenty two players trying to have a game of
football. Now we had to contend with dog number two.
Ironically as Rovers attacked the Casuals goal we all witnessed another ‘Rover’
who this time decided to do their best to ‘eat’ the ball.
I had no other option other than to blow my whistle to firstly stop play and ensure, yet again, that the dog was removed from the field of play.
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I knew the restart could only be a drop ball. The Rovers players felt I should have
played advantage to see if a goal may have materialised but I knew the players’
safety was paramount so I knew playing advantage was not an advantage incase one of the players was bitten, or even me!
Once again the owner apologised and briskly walked off. At least the dog did
not leave a deposit on the pitch this time!
As we all waited for the dog to go I noticed the referee from the next pitch walking toward me. He approached and asked for my advice. He explained his
match was a double header and during the first match he had sent off a player
for violent conduct and was unsure whether or not the same player could play in
the second match of the double header. He also added he was concerned they
may be retribution if this player participated.
I felt pleased the referee had approached me as I am sure he must have felt I
was the ‘font’ of all knowledge. I became quickly disillusioned when he explained that I just happened to be the nearest referee to ask. Anyhow, I am always happy to assist other referees I told the ref the player can play as there is
nothing in law that states he cannot play.
Would you allow this player to play in the second match of a double header if
he is sent off in the first match?
The young referee also asked if a player can play in different coloured boots.
The ref had initially informed the player that both boots must be the same colour
and that the player could not play but only allowed the player to take part when
he explained the other boots were at home. I smiled as I listened to the ref and
explained the player can play as yet again there is nothing in law about players’
foot wear having to be the same colour. Then I thought about the time when the
only colour available for all football boots was black.
Can a player wear different coloured boots?
See you all next time,
Willy Woodwork
Willy ‘Red card’ Woodwork…………the whistling referee.
The things they say
“Without picking out anyone in particular, I though Mark Wright was tremendous”
Graham Souness
“As the ball came over, Speed threw his heads at it - Commentator
“And Lineker scored the equaliser 13 minutes before the end.—talk about a last
minute goal. Simon Mayo
“And Tranmere Rovers are playing with a five man back four” Commentator
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F.A. Premier Academy
Fulham u16 v Brighton & Hove Albion u16
Referee : Paul Gorringe
Premier County Cup
Corinthian Casuals v Dorkonians
A/R : Pat Bakhuizen
Ladies FA Cup
Abbey Rangers v Crawley Wasps
Referee : Callum Peter
A/R : Pat Bakhuizen
A/R : Gareth Heighes
U23 Professional Development League
Millwall v Notts Forest.
A/R : Tom Ellsmore

Saturday Junior County Cup
(Referee)
William Siegmund

FA CUp Round 2
Sevenoaks v Chesham
A/R : Tom Ellsmore

Mac McBirnie

Do you fancy a long weekend away in Belgium leaving on the 2nd June and returning on the 5th June 2017 with good company and great hosts. Do you play
football and would like to represent the Society in a 7-a-side tournament. Wives,
girlfriends, and mates more than welcome. I am hopeful that if enough persons
wish to come , that we will travel by coach to Folkestone where we will drive
straight on shuttle for 40 min trip to Calais.
Once in France I anticipate a stop for refreshments and possible sightseeing
along the way to our hotel in Edegem, which is just outside Antwerp.
Further details regarding the weekend will be given later. If you wish to go , I
anticipate the cost being between £250 and £300 per person depending on
amount of persons travelling. The more that go brings the cost down. Please
contact Dave Cooper at meetings or call him on his mobile. 07766758029
or mailto:davecooper850254@yahoo.co.uk
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95 Sutton Avenue
St Johns, Woking
Surrey GU21 8UL
01483 385776
07780 684416
michaelgeorgelawrence@hotmail.com

Advice on the prevention of
Stalking and Harassmentment
Hamish Brown MBE
Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector
UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to:
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com
Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com
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Hackett’s Blog: Phil Dowd – enjoy your retirement

I had the pleasure, over many years, of working with and managing Phil Dowd.
Sadly, he has been unable to overcome his injury and therefore his name will no
longer appear on the appointments list. His enforced early retirement from active
duty further depletes the list of experienced referees at the elite level.
Phil brought an individual approach to his refereeing and had similar attributes to
another of my refereeing friends, the late Neil Midgley.
He managed players through his huge personality and his ability to have the odd
verbal exchange with a laugh. On the other side of his personality, he could easily lose his temper if players were not responding to his control.
But for me Phil’s real strength was the quality of his decision-making and the
trust and respect that he earned from stakeholders in the game. He was a safe
pair of hands with an ability to keep games flowing and to get the big decisions
right on a regular basis.
When I was in the process of appointing referees, Phil was always one of those
referees you could safely appoint to any game.
Phil made his first appearance as an assistant referee in the Football League in
1992. He was promoted to the list of Select Group referees in 2001.
The quality of his performances was such that he can look back to a treble that
few referees achieve. He refereed the finals of the 2012 FA Cup, the 2010
League Cup and the FA Community Shield in 2011.
Phil, I hope that you enjoy your retirement and that you will continue to be involved in passing on your experiences to up and coming match officials.
It was a pleasure to work with you.
Keith Hackett, writing in his blog “You are the Ref”
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THERE ARE NO SHADES OF GREY (never mind 50!)
Are you one of the great majority of referees who would prefer to be In the 'middle'
at a match rather than running the line at the same game. And I don't mean for the
most obvious reason, that it is the more senior appointment. The senior linesman
in particular must be considered to be up to the required standard to referee the
match in cases of emergency, so that line of thought is not totally correct.
Running the line is definitely an art in itself, calling for as much concentration as
when actually refereeing, and probably that little extra in sharpness and alertness.
Why, then, do so many referees dislike 'lining'? In higher league matches and cup
competitions, I think that possibly the linesman's nearness to the spectators may
have something to do with it. He is totally exposed to barracking and leg-pulling
from unruly supporters who seem to be great experts at picking out the more nervous official and really giving him a bad time. Also, turning to the title of this article,
there are indeed no shades of grey concerning the decisions in which the linesman is generally concerned, those of off-side and when the ball is in or out of play.
Any half-intelligent spectator can see if the ball has wholly passed over the touchline or goal-line if he is standing close by, and if the linesman does miss the incident because he was looking for a possible off-side, then he has made a mistake.
Far worse, in my opinion, than having made a mistake, he has been seen to have
made a mistake. The same applies to off-side situations. Spectators immediately
in line with the linesman can obviously see the same as the linesman, and should
he miss the off-side because he is watching for the ball to go out of play further up
the field, don't they just let him know about it?
I'm not talking about the people who moan about every decision that goes against
their own particular team, but those who do genuinely go to matches to watch and
appreciate the football and applaud good play for either team. (Fortunately there
are still plenty of real supporters around.) When these people haul a linesman
over the coals regarding a decision he has not given, probably because his eyes
were momentarily directed on a different incident, that is a time when he would like
to find a place to hide, but he still has to patrol his touch-line.
The referee on the other hand can, and often does, get away with a variety of
'mistakes'. The hand-ball he didn't give? It could have been unintentional. That collision ... was it obstruction, or did the attacker run into the defender while trying to
pass him? Virtually the whole concept of foul play and misconduct is left entirely to
the referee's correct interpretation of intent. Even if his interpretation was incorrect,
he has not made a 'mistake' as such, because he has reacted to the way he saw a
particular incident at the time, and it is his opinion that matters.
Lining certainly gives junior referees a great opportunity to learn from more experienced colleagues, officiating in more senior leagues and competitions, but on
some occasions I wonder if the roles should not be reversed I
With acknowledgement to The Brighton Referee
This first appeared in The Warbler December 1991
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Adie’s - Snakes and Storms (and Crib)
We are now well and truly into the football season with the local Leagues commencing activities this month and some new Referees are cutting their teeth in
the adult competitions. It is good to see the new Referees coming through as
well as many ‘old faces’ still picking up the whistle and turning out on the weekend, rain or shine.
With the mini heat wave we had last week followed by a massive thunderstorm
I was relieved we only lost one game to the weather. Different story at work as
when I arrived the rain had been so heavy the water had come back up the
drains and flooded the factory! All hands to the pumps (literally) and we all
mucked in with brooms, shifting the residue so the labourers could suck it up
with the ‘sludge gulpers’ (lovely description but it describes them perfectly).
I got called around to my next-door neighbour’s house recently to sort out a
snake. They were all pretty wary of it but I identified it as a grass snake and did
my ‘Steve Irvine’ act with a bushy branch of hazel, coaxed the snake on to it
and deposited the offending reptile out on the track. They were pretty grateful
and I suspect one of their cats had brought it up to the house.
The County, I am reliably informed have moved now to Dorking and as I write
their website is still down. If any of you need a County Cup Report Sheet let me
know and I will e-mail one over. Hopefully the site will soon be up and running
and we will be back to normal again.
Had a busy time recently with hedge trimming and more maintenance around
the property for Diane so I have not had much chance to do my wood-working.
However, I am attaching the picture of the cribbage board for you to see. This
one is made of Yew with spruce inserts which seem to blend well.
Don’t forget to keep your availability updated to your Ref Secs and keep your
reports coming in as we have a lot to insert on the Full Time website.
Enjoy your games

Adie
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COLEMANBALLS
"We've got to win tonight, or we've not got to lose. So really we're playing for
two results."
Bobby Robson
"It may have just been going wide, but nevertheless it was a great shot on target."
Terry Venables
"An equalizer here, remember, could lead to a level score after 90 minutes."
Elton Welsby
"Czechoslovakia ahead a goal to nil - that's a win if it stays that way."
Commentator
"A semi-final is, as we all know, a semi-final - it's the old cliche."
Terry Neill
"There's not such thing as an easier route, but it's an easier route."
Bobby Robson
"Your subject is the football World Cup. It's not just football and it's not just the
World Cup. It's the football World Cup."
Henry Kelly
Courtesy of Private Eye and Tony Murphy

“ The Curse of the Smart Phone”

Thanks to Glenn La Roche
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Classes here now
FOR ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS
MALE AND FEMALE
OF ALL AGES

HAVE FUN
GETTING FIT
For Details

Contact Gareth Price on
07735067158
Winston Churchill School
Every Tuesday at 19.00 -

Ash
6 Seater Taxi
Airports , Docks, Social Functions

Competitive Prices
24 hours by appointment
Contact —Colin Barnett on
Tel.
01252 328957
Fax
01252 654811
Mob 07831 404 066
E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com
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What Would You Do? (answers to September issue)
Q1.
The match is heading for a draw. The ball is hit towards you from only a couple of
yards, and you raise your hands to protect your face. Unfortunately the ball ricochets off
your shoulder and goes into the net for the winner. What would you do?
A1.
Award a goal. Like the goalpost, bar or corner flag posts, the match officials are
considered part of the FoP.
Q2. You know the Blue manager is serving a stadium ban, but as you walk past their
dressing room before kick off, you see him giving a team talk by a webcam. What do you
do?
A2. Advise the club's secretary that you have seen what is happening and will include it
in your report. Start the game in the normal way. No further action.
Q3.
During a European home match, players complain they are being racially abused
by the away fans and threaten to walk off. However, the away side has a player whose
surname sounds like a racial slur. You are not sure. What would you do?
A3.
You must take action when racist abuse is unequivocal. But you must be sure. If
yes, action options include PA announcements, taking the teams off and potentially abandoning the game. If not, explain your concerns to the captains, and tell them you will deal
with it in your report.
Q4.
Following a hefty challenge in which two players are hurt, you try to control the ensuing wild touch line melee. During the melee the away side sneakily swap a defender for
a striker from their bench. You only realise this when moments later the striker scores the
winner. What do you do?
A4.
Disallow the goal, caution the striker for entering without your permission and send
him back to the bench.. Caution the player who went off without your permission and have
him return to the FoP. Tell the manager you will report his conduct. Restart with a goal
kick.
Q5.
A young defender is having a nightmare debut. After he slices another clearance,
his manager, who has used all his subs, tells you he wants to withdraw the player, and
finish the game with 10 men. What would you do?
A5.
Allow him to go ahead. If the player refuses to walk, you cannot force him. Restart
with him still on the pitch.
Q6.
The keeper and a striker collide heavily - but seeing both players stay on their
feet, you allow play to continue. Moments later though, as a back pass is played towards
him the goalkeeper collapses. The ball rolls slowly on into his net. What would you do?
A6.
First priority - signal the paramedics to treat the keeper. Since you didn't blow for
a foul, and have no reason to believe the keeper was seriously injured, you must allow the
goal.
Q7.
The attacking team correctly takes a throw-in into the goal area. The defending
keeper tries to catch the ball, but he misses it completely. However, a team mate of the
keeper seeing the ball will enter the goal, punches it over the bar. What do you do?
A7.
Stop play. Caution the team mate and restart with a penalty kick. NB You cannot
score directly from a throw-in, hence there was not a goal scoring opportunity.
Q8.
Your assistant referee indicates that the ball has gone out of play after touching a
Blue player. After the flag signal, you see a Red defender within his own penalty area,
strike a Blue opponent with his fist using excessive force. What would you do?
A8.
Stop play. Dismiss the Red defender. Restart as appropriate. The ball was out of
play therefore no penalty.
(Ed. Questions 1-3 were taken from The Informer, the magazine of Eccles RA. Questions
4-6 were taken from "You Are The Ref" by Keith Hackett and Paul Trevillion. Questions 7
and 8 were taken from the National RA Quiz final 2015,) Courtesy of The Chiltern Referee
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What Would You Do?
Question 1.
Reds kick the ball into the Blues penalty area where you notice the Reds
trainer treating an injured player near the penalty mark. The trainer seeing the
ball coming towards his injured player punches the ball into the goal. What
would you do?
Question 2.
A Blue player takes a correctly taken throw-in. He intentionally throws the ball
at an opponent in order to play the ball again. It was neither in a careless nor a
reckless manner nor using excessive force. He then kicks the ball back to his
goalkeeper who is not looking at the play and the ball enters the goal. What
would you do?
Question 3.
Just before the coin toss, the home captain - who you
wrongly sent off earlier in the season - produced a red card
from his pocket and waves it at you. His team mates cheer.
What would you do?
Question 4.
In stormy weather the Blue goalkeeper punches the ball
clear. He is amazed to see it caught by a sudden huge
gust of wind. It loops upfield, where the opposition keeper
totally misjudges the bounce. It ends up in the net. What
would you do?
Question 5.
The away side have been time-wasting blatantly to hold on to a 0-0 draw, so
you signal six extra minutes. But when in the first of the added minutes, the
home side score, they demand you blow the final whistle immediately. They
say playing the full six minutes would now unfairly reward the away side by
giving them a chance to equalise. What would you do?
Question 6.
The Blue goalkeeper dives to stop a misdirected back pass bouncing into the
net, deflecting it out for a corner with his hand. The Red opponents are outraged. The captain waves an imaginary card in your face and claims the goalkeeper has denied an obvious goal-scoring opportunity. What do you do?
Question 7.
A local hero, on his much-hyped final appearance for his boyhood cl8b, scores
a sensational last-minute winner. Overjoyed, he tears off his shirt and throws it
to the crowd. You have already cautioned him for a serious foul. What would
you do?
(Ed. Questions 1 and 2 were taken from the 2015 National Quiz final; questions
3-5 from "You Are The Ref" by Keith Hackett and Paul Trevillion, and questions 6-8 from Touchlines, Sutton RS magazine) Courtesy of The Chiltern Referee
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WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
www.TheFA.com

Wembley Stadium PO Box 1966
London SW1P 9EQ

FA Refereeing Department
National Managers
“name”@theFA.com

Neale Barry ; Head of Senior Referee Development

Surrey County Football Association
www.surreyfa.com

Connaught House 36 Bridge Street Leatherhead,
Surrey, KT22 8BZ
01372 373543

Referee Development Officer

Tim Lawrence 01372 373543

The Referees’ Association
www.the-ra.org
contact@the-ra.org
Tel 024 7642 0360

1c Bagshaw Close
Ryton on Dunsmore
Warwickshire
CV8 3EX

Surrey County Referees Association
Honorary Secretary

Surreyra@hotmail.com
Brian Reader 01483 48065 gillian.reader@ntlworld.com

Guildford & Woking Alliance League
Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Surrey County Intermediate League
(Western) Referees’ Secretary

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk

Suburban League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Tony King
tkingsfl@yahoo.co.uk

Combined Counties League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Philip Nash 07951 415046
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk

Southern Youth League
Assistant Referees’ Secretary

Nick Clark

Camberley & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m),
richard@harris-net.co.uk

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Bob Dick 01483 300155
bobmdick@btinternet..com

Farnham & District Sunday League
Referees’ Secretary

Colin Barnett 01252 328953
cbarnett5978184@aol.com

Surrey Elite Intermediate Football League Richard Brum 07956 185602
richard.brum@sky.com
Referees’ Secretary
Surrey Youth League
Referees’ Secretary

www.wsyl.org.uk
Alan Wiggins 01932 789376 alan.wiggins@wsyl.org.uk

Surrey Primary League
Referees Secretary

Scott Kelly
referees@surreyprimaryleague.com

Middlesex County FA
Www.middlesexFA.com

39/41 Roxborough Rd Harrow,
Middlesex, HA1 1NS 0208 424 8524

Hampshire County FA
Www.hampshireFA.com

Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF 01256 853000

Berks and Bucks County FA
Www.berksandbucksFA.com

First Floor, Stratton Court, Kimber Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1BZ Tel: 01235 544890

London FA
Www.londonFA.com

11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sulivan Rd Fulham
London SW6 3DU 0870 774 3010

