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October meeting  
Monday 3rd October 2016 

 
The deadline for the October Warbler is  

Friday 23rd September 2016  
 

Meadow Sports Football Club 
Loop Rd Playing Fields, Loop Rd, Kingfield, Woking 

Surrey GU22 9BQ 
  

AGENDA  
  
♦ 7.15  Academy Session  
   Positioning at Corners (All welcome) 
 
♦ 8.00 Chairman’s Welcome 

 
 

♦ This Months Speaker  
     Alex Bradley 
 
♦   Society Business       
 
 
♦ 10.00   Close  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the  
Society or it’s Committee  
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Accounts  Current 
Status 

  

General £2,908.70 
Supplies £153.15 
Belgium £0.00 
Training Fund £929.40 
Youth Fund £113.50 
Total £4,104.75 

2016/17 Membership 

55 Full Members 

8 Friends 

1 Affiliate Member 

24 Referees trained in 
2016/2017 

BEWARE of the REFEREES’ 
TAN!!! 

 
For most of us we’ve had at least a couple of 
games, and they were probably in the sun-
shine. To my wife’s amusement however, I for-
got to apply any sun lotion, and the resulting 
red knees caused a bit of a giggle and abso-
lutely no sympathy.  
 
 I put my forgetfulness down to the fact I pre-
pared so much with the recent law changes, 
that I neglected to fully prepare for my own wel-
fare, and didn’t check I’d packed my sun lotion. 
Although it’s an easy mistake to make, it re-
minded me that preparation is the key to suc-

cess on the field of play, and that starts with packing my bag the night before a 
game, and checking it twice! Our welfare is as important as those that we refe-
ree, coach, mentor and observe 
 
Thank you to Tim and Vince, who I heard delivered a superb account on the 
new laws last meeting. Unfortunately I will not be at our September meeting 
due to sunning myself on holiday in Malta, and yes, I 
will have the factor 50 packed.  
 
Our guest speaker for the evening is Alex Bradley, an 
inspirational young man. His enthusiasm and drive 
has made him the winner of the inaugural Joel 
Richardson award for young volunteers.  
 
Have a great evening and I will see you at the October 
meeting 
 

Pat 
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What a fantastic fortnight of sport we’ve just witnessed in Rio. One of the joys of 
being retired is the opportunity to watch as much or as little as you like, and I made 
the most of it. I really should stop shouting at the TV though, but it was impossible 
not to get caught up in the excitement in the Velodrome, the determination  of the 
rowers, the skill and strength of the gymnasts, the stamina of the Brownlee broth-
ers and Mo to name but a few. Also the sheer joy of those who were not favourites 
to collect a medal, but then achieved a bronze or silver. I’m thinking such athletes 
as Bryony Page, silver on the Trampoline, or the guys (Ellis and Langridge ) who 
won bronze in the badminton men’s doubles. But one of my favourite events was 
the women’s hockey!! 
The speed of the game and the fitness levels of the players was astounding. No  
hanging around taking a free kick, no sorting out defensive walls,  pacing out 9.1 
metres, no standing over the ball to waste time, just a tap and go.  Even for “throw 
ins”. The ability to be able to pass to oneself meant there were very few stoppages. 
Except when the players tried to stop the rock of a ball with their face, or received 
a whack with a wooden club disguised as a hockey stick. Makes some our interna-
tional soccer players look like real girls blouses. In the final GB were clearly out-
classed by the Dutch ladies in terms of skill levels, but what they may have lacked 
in that department they clearly made up with grit and determination. I thought they 
got the tactics right. Defending like mad , helped by some outstanding goalkeep-
ing, and then counter attacking on the break.  As for taking penalties !!  You cant 
help but compare them with our rather pathetic, clueless, tactic bereft England 
Football Team.  
And why no GB Football team? Apparently the Welsh, Scottish and England Foot-
ball Associations all thought such a team would undermine their independence or 
some such guff. To me they come across as a bunch of selfserving, small minded, 
bureaucratic, no hopers! But I could be wrong and maybe there are compelling 
reasons why not. Again, If the rugby and hockey teams can manage it, why not 
football. ?  Mind you having said that , I imagine most of the players would proba-
bly be too “tired “ after a long playing season plus the Euros! And they probably 
wouldn't get paid. I also wonder if they put as many hours into training as the 
Olympic athletes appear to do?  
Much has been made of the sponsorship the athletes receive courtesy of the lot-
tery and Sport GB, (around £28k pa I believe, somewhat less I surmise than the 
average footballers weekly salary) but what I found interesting was the comments 
by the winners who all thanked the support they receive from the “backroom” staff. 
As Sir Steve Redgrave said, when he won his first Gold, he had only one coach. 
Now they have nutritionists, physio’s, psychologists, to name but a few and even a 
full time plumber at  Rio, who all contributed to our success. 
I finally caught up with football last weekend via Match of the Day. I was interested 
to see some of the new Law interpretations at work. Unfortunately MoD rarely 
shows the kick off so I was unable to determine if the player taking same was actu-
ally “straddling” the line as demonstrated by Tim Lawrence at last months meeting. 
Good to see that Mike Dean awarded 2 penalties for “holding” in the 18 yard box. 
He was very fair though and awarded one to each team ! 
Unfortunately I haven't seen any DOGSO’s awarded yet. See you on Monday  
 
Mac  
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WOKING SOCIETY - THE REFEREES ASSOCIATION 

Affiliated to the Referees Association & Surrey County Referees Association 

President: Vince Penfold 

  COST AMOUNT 

FULL MEMBER - OVER 18 
(INCLUDES  RA & COUNTY RA SUBSCRIPTION  + PA INSURANCE) 
Expires 31/3/2017 

£36.00   

FULL MEMBER – UNDER 18 
(INCLUDES  RA & COUNTY RA SUBSCRIPTION  + PA INSURANCE) 
Expires 31/3/2017 

£29.00   

AFFILIATE MEMBER 
(i.e. Full Member of another Referees Society) 
Expires 31/3/2017 

£20.00   

FRIEND OF WOKING SOCIETY 
Expires 31/3/2017 

£20.00   

OPTIONAL RA PHYSIOTHERAPY INSURANCE 
If required please contact Bryan Jackson 

  

  
  

DONATION   £1,£2,£3,£4,£5,£10 or Whatever 
  

  

  TOTAL   

NAME…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
 

ADDRESS…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………..POSTCODE…………………………………… 
 
 

TELEPHONES   (H)………………………………………..…     (M)…………………………………………..……………. 
 
 

E-MAIL ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

COUNTY FA REGISTERED WITH……………………………………………………..   
 
 

FA NUMBER (FAN)…………………………  .REFEREE LEVEL……………..…………  
.. 

 
DATE OF BIRTH………………………… 
 

 

I AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE RULES OF THE SOCIETY AND AGREE FOR MY DETAILS TO BE SHARED WITH THE 
REFEREES ASSOCIATION 

 
 
 
SIGNATURE…………………………………………………………DATE…………………… 
 
 
RETURN TO :-BRYAN JACKSON, 
1 WOODSTOCK GROVE,GODALMING,SURREY,GU7 2AX. 
Tel:  01483 423808 
Email: membership@wokingreferees.co.uk 
 

CHEQUES PAYABLE TO:-  WOKING RA  or 
Send funds direct to 30 94 77, a/c no 02710897 
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Colin Barnett opened the first meeting the 2016/7 season where due to the main 
room being re-decorated 30 members were rather crammed into the café area 
where Secretary Dave did a sterling job serving coffee and tea (the bar being 
closed).  
Lack of alcohol not withstanding we were engaged in a very informative presen-
tation by RDO Tim Lawrence, ably assisted by our President, Vince Penfold. The 
subject was the new Law Amendments and we were taken through the major 
changes with explanations and examples. The first half of the presentation cov-
ered  the more straightforward law amendments such as Law 3  - The Players, 
and Law 4 The players Equipment . The latter including undershorts /shirts must 
be the same colour of the shorts/ shirt or the trim, but the whole team must be 
the same. (Could be a difficult one to manage)  Law 8  -  Start and Restarts. Ball 
can be played backwards at a start but the player taking the kickoff must still 
have one foot on his/her side of the half way line. ( “Straddle it” as Tim put it) . 
Law 11  -  Offside and Tim explained  how a player could be deemed offside 
even in  his own half .  Law 14  - The Penalty Kick and the consequences of ille-
gal feinting, with accompanying demo. 
 
After the break Tim and Vince explained the new laws around Denying an Obvi-
ous Goal Scoring Opportunity (DOGSO). After splitting the audience into groups, 
we were shown a number of videos demonstrating different scenarios and asked 
to give our decision and reasons why. This led to a few lively discussions, but 
certainly helped us have a greater understanding of the Law.  
 
A complete copy of the new Laws can be found on the IFAB website  
www.theifab.com or the following link will take you the relevant pages.  
http://www.theifab.com/#!/document 

 
Tim and Vince were thanked by Colin and we moved onto Society Business. 
 
Training.  Gareth, along with Vince and the team had recently run a new refe-
rees course with 24 candidates, 23 of whom “passed”.  
 
Surrey County RA . Brian Reader has taken over from Brian Fish as Secretary 
of Surrey County RA. We wish him every success in his new role.  
 
Belgium 2017 : Dave Cooper told members that he is once again organising a 
trip to Belgium next summer (2nd—5th June) where the hosts, the Soleo Refe-
rees’ Society , are holding a 6 a side tournament : details to follow.  
 
Alex Bradley, who was recently awarded the Joel Richardson Award for out-
standing Young Referee of the Year will be our Guest Speaker at  the Septem-
ber Meeting.  
Meeting closed at 9.55pm 
 

Mac  
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Aug 27 FA Cup Qualifying Round. 
Portsmouth Res v Southend United.  
Tom Ellsmore ; Assistant Referee 
  
Aug 24. Barclays Premier U19 League 
Southampton U19 v West Ham U19 
Tom Ellsmore ; Assistant Referee  

 F.A. Premier Academy  
Chelsea u16 v Swansea City u16 
Paul Gorringe :  Referee, 

Adie’s Board(s) 
 
A big change for both the SCILW and the G&WAFL this season with the demise 
of ‘Football Mitto’. Both Leagues will be using the Full Time the FA website for the 
database to provide scheduling and statistics. I will be continuing the use of the 
Excel notification sheets so you will still be receiving notification in this form. We 
hope to set up automated notification as well so keep your eyes on your ‘inbox’ 
although you will be able to view the fixtures on Full Time. 
 
Both Leagues start on the 10th of September and I have appointed for this date on 
both Leagues. Please send me your availability if you have not already done so to 
avoid disappointment for your Saturday football.  
 
We are all aware of the changes this season to the Laws of the Game please 
take time to read them. The clubs will be looking to you as they will, in all prob-
ability, wish to be guided by your knowledge (or argue because they are unaware 
of the changes). I will be sending out a quick guide for your perusal as well as a 
reminder about substitution variations for the various Leagues and Cup Competi-
tions. 
 
I trust that most of you will have had a really fantastic summer holiday and are 
raring to go. After a short break in Norfolk at the end of May we had a great time 
on Jersey in early August. The surf was excellent and we spent most days with 
the boards in the sea and had superb food at our hotel (and cold beer). We came 
back fully rested and relaxed with me anticipating another enjoyable season of 
football. 
 
On the woodworking front my cribbage board is complete (I will send a photo next 
month) and is in use with Diane and I, incidentally I kept up my record of winning 
whilst on holiday as we play cribbage most evenings when we are away. I have a 
couple more projects on the way and purchased some lovely grained ash wood 
and some ebony back in July so after I have completed Diane’s requests, re-
quests???? I think they lean towards ‘instructions’ for garden maintenance I will 
get back to my shed. 
 
Enjoy your Football 
 
Adie 
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 IS YOUR LEAGUE COMPETITIVE ENOUGH?  
 
Despite two appearances at the last World Cup, a Europa Cup semi-final, and 
a recent PSG/Man City quarter final appointment, it was suggested in a na-
tional newspaper that Milorad Mazic was not a strong enough referee because 
his home Serbian national league was not competitive enough. 
 

Heard it before?  I wouldn’t be surprised; so I offer you the following report 
from another time, another national newspaper, and ask who the referee was.  
No prizes for getting it right, unless our Esteemed Editor is feeling gener-
ous…… 

 
“The bitterest of bile can be the only taste 
in Chelsea  mouths this morning. Every-
one associated with the  Bridge, from 
dressing room to boardroom,  supporters 
to staff, will feel sick at the injustice of  
what befell them here during heart-
stoppage time  last night.  
 So that’s why they call it the Blues. 
Whether you like Chelsea or not, whether 
you can  stomach the crassness of some 
of their fans,  whether their powerful foot-
ball is to your taste or not, Guus Hiddink 
and his hard-working collection of players 
did not deserve this brutal fate: a Champi-

ons League semi-final decided by the incompetence of a referee rather than 
the skill of the players.  
 
How sad.  Sport is supposed to be a celebration of  man’s achievements, of 
the leadership of John Terry,  the relentless running of Frank Lampard, the 
mesmerising dribbling of Lionel Messi and the spectacular finishing of Michael 
Essien and Andres Iniesta, last night’s scorers.  Instead, this tie will be remem-
bered for the referee’s inability to tell right from wrong. 
 

To lose sight of one clear-cut penalty, a foul by Dani Alves on Florent Malouda 
inside the box, can be considered a misfortune.  To lose sight of a second 
spot-kick, a shirt-tugging offence by Eric Abidal on Didier Drogba, can be con-
sidered carelessness.  But to miss a third offence, a blatant handball by Gerard 
Pique, had Chelsea fans and players talking openly of a conspiracy against 
them.   No conspiracy; just ineptitude.  The referee just had a shocking game, 
one that will trigger a debate over whether referees from less competitive 
leagues should be given such high-profile, high-speed games”. 
 

So, who was the referee; and from what country?    
            

 Mike Coventry   
(writing in The Chiltern Referee) 
 

Answer:  Tom Henning Ovrebo – Norway 
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LAW 12 REVISED REFEREE’S ACTION  
ON DOGSO DISCIPLINARY ACTION 

 
The revised 2016-17 law states: 
Denying a goal or an obvious goal-scoring opportunity 
Where a player denies the opposing team a goal or an obvious goal-scoring 
opportunity by a deliberate handball offence the player is sent off wherever 
the offence occurs. 
 

Where a player commits an offence against an opponent within their own 
penalty area which denies an opponent an obvious goal-scoring opportunity 
and the referee awards a penalty kick, the offending player is cautioned 
unless: 

♦ The offence is holding, pulling or pushing or 
♦ The offending player does not attempt to play the ball or there 

is no possibility for the player making the challenge to play the 
ball or 

♦ The offence is one which is punishable by a red card wherever 
it ocurs on the field of play (e.g. serious foul play, violent con-
duct etc. 

in which three circumstances the player is sent off. 
The following must be considered: 

• distance between the offence and the goal 
• general direction of the play 
• likelihood of keeping or gaining control of the ball 
• location and number of defenders 
 
 

There might seem an anomaly in that a tackle in the penalty area will in future 
only get a caution plus a penalty kick while a holding offence still gets a send-
off plus the penalty kick.  The explanation is that ‘honest’ tackling challenges 
that are deemed careless or reckless are to be differentiated from ‘unfair’ i.e. 
unsporting challenges such as holding and pushing.  The added degree of 
unfairness merits the more severe disciplinary action of a send-off. 
Looking carefully at the second exception bullet point in the law and working 
on the principle of ‘genuine’ it could be resumed that penal offences like trip-
ping an opponent, jumping at an opponent etc., where there was no intention 
or hope of playing the ball – in the referee’s opinion – are ‘unfair’ challenges 
and should still result in a send-off.  
  

Len Randall   (Writing in The Chiltern Referee)  
 

Simplified in tabular form [CUT OUT AND KEEP IN 
YOUR POCKET!!!] 
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The New LoTG 2016-7   -  Len’s Top 10  
 

I was invited to compose my Top Ten changes that we most need to be aware 
of.  There are 94 to choose from, some of which are going to be of more rele-
vance to the ‘average’ referee than others, these being the ones that will have 
the more dramatic and obvious effects on the game and players.  As ever, the 
changes will come as a complete surprise to many players and will be disputed.  
Who is old enough to remember when shinguards became compulsory and 
socks could not be rolled down on sunny days?  That was a steep learning curve 
even on the Supply League on which I then refereed! 
 
My Number One is the changed regulation on cautions and dismissals for 
DOGSO – I’ve already written about that so let’s move on to Number Two.  This 
will be the revised guidance on injured players leaving the FoP. It was always 
seen as unfair that a player injured by a significant foul challenge against him 
[please take all masculine references hereafter to apply to the feminine as well] 
had to leave the FoP for treatment and his team was reduced to 10 while he ei-
ther recovered or was subbed.  Henceforth, any player injured by an opponent 
who is cautioned or dismissed for the foul challenge “may remain on the FoP so 
long as the assessment/treatment is completed quickly”.  The referee will decide 
what ‘quickly’ means but custom and practice in recent times merely ‘assessing’ 
injuries on the FoP can take an age. 
 
Also concerning foul play is my Number Three: a free kick is now to be taken on 
the touchline or goal-line closest to a foul incident that takes place off the FoP 
while the ball remains in play.  Such offences have to be ‘normal play’ e.g. a 
sliding tackle that is judged a foul in which the eventual contact with the oppo-
nent only occurs off the FoP.  If it occurs anywhere over the boundary line out-
side the confines of the victim’s attacking penalty area, a direct free kick is 
awarded.  If it occurs over the goal line between the boundaries of the penalty 
area, then a penalty kick is awarded.  Remember, the ball has to be in play on 
the FoP at the time of the foul incident. 
 
My Number Four has already attracted comment at the recent Euro Finals when 
a kick-off was taken by a solitary individual on the centre-spot.  The ball may 
now be directly played in any direction at a kick-off including backwards.  
The law seems to have been changed to stop the practice of the team-mate 
standing in the opponents’ half to receive the ball as it was kicked forward.  My 
observation is now the kicker himself stands in the opponents’ half to play the 
ball backwards!  Short of back-heeling the ball while standing on the halfway line 
[legal], it is not easy to effectively kick the ball back to the midfield unless the 
taker does step forward first.  Who is going to be the first brave referee to stop 
this already established practice?  The quoted ‘explanation’ 08.3 doesn’t help. 
 
I offer three subtle changes to Law 11 as my Numbers Five, Six and Seven.  Ea-
gle-eyed Assistants are now given a simpler choice of the relevant bits of for-
wards’ and defenders’ anatomies that are relevant to deciding offside in-
fringements.  Going forward, the positions of all players’ arms – including those 
of goalkeepers – are discounted; only heads, body-trunks, legs and feet are to 
be considered 
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.  So only if any of those body-parts of an attacker are beyond the halfway line and 
are nearer the opponents’ goal-line that the same set of the relevant defender’s 
body-parts, a potential offside infringement occurs.   
The next offside change is the position from which a free kick is taken after an of-
fence.  Again, commentators at the Euro Finals noted that some free kicks for off-
side infringements were being taken back in the attacking team’s own half.   
 
The reason is that the free kick is now awarded where the offence i.e. a poten-
tial offender is judged to have become ‘active’ not where he first was in an off-
side position if that is different.   
So, if an offender sets off on a run from an offside position chasing the ball for-
ward, the Assistant has to decide at what point the offender effectively interferes 
with play or an opponent or plays the ball.  The interesting new interpretation is 
that if the offender crosses back into his own half to get involved in play, he will be 
penalised in his own half and that is where the free kick will be awarded. 
 
There are two related changes on offside concerning the effect of attackers 
and defenders leaving the FoP without the referee’s permission.  An attacker 
who steps off the FoP to indicate he is excluding himself from activity may do so 
but cannot return to the FoP until the ball goes out-of-play or the defenders play 
the ball towards the halfway line and outside their penalty area.  This might be a 
marginal decision as it is not stated how far upfield the ball has to move.  A de-
fender who steps off the FoP to render an opponent potentially offside will be 
deemed to be on the touchline or goal-line where he crossed it i.e. on the FoP for 
the purpose of judging opponents offside or not.  That defender cannot return to 
the FoP before the ball goes out of play or the defenders play the ball towards the 
halfway line and outside their penalty area.  Attackers and defenders using this 
ploy and re-enter the FoP without permission or before the conditions for re-entry 
are met will be cautioned. 
 
At Number Eight we have a formula for increased Sunday morning aggravation.  
Whatever number of players the Dog & Duck Reserves could amass by 11.15, 
they were never looking like much of a team with their grand assortments of shirts, 
shorts and socks – never mind the variety of under-garments, track-suit bottoms 
etc being effected.  Some of them even wore shin-guards.  If they were lucky 
enough to have a neutral referee on Division 9, he usually took the easy path and 
ignored all the technical infringements on players’ dress that were plain to see.  
Now there is some revised law on players’ kit.  Undershorts can now either 
match the main colour of the team shorts of that of the hem trim if that is different.  
So green shorts with a yellow hem-trim can be accompanied by either green or 
yellow undershorts.  But the whole team has to be identically turned-out – no mix-
tures. 
 
New conditions around dropped-ball restarts is at Number Nine.  Classically 
one player from each team contested a dropped-ball with any number of others 
watching close-by.  Now any number of players from both teams can contest the 
ball, which conjures up an image of the hapless referee being surrounded by a 
loose scrummage.  As before the referee is [officially] not allowed to dictate or sug-
gest how a dropped ball restart may be effected within the ‘spirit of the law’. 

                                                                                                                PTO 
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So what is Number Ten?  Another subtle change, this relating to dealing with 
‘simultaneous’ offences.  The referee is now encouraged to make a snap 
judgement on which of the two or more offences is the more serious in terms of 
physical severity, tactical impact etc, in order to determine the sanction, restart 
etc.   Whatever is the direst is the one that determines the restart.  That won’t 
exclude disciplinary being action against more than one player for the offences 
that occurred ‘simultaneously’.  This change is designed to give some semblance 
of instant justice – perhaps something that the neutral observer might appreciate 
if not both of the teams! 
 

Len  Randall  
(Writing in The Chiltern Referee) 

My refereeing career 
started in March 2010 
when I qualified as a 
referee at the age of 
14. Since then I have 
been able progress 
through the develop-
ment groups within 
Sussex and the South 
East and now a Level 
4 referee.  

 

My other commitments within refereeing include Vice-Chairman for the Sussex 
RA-FA Youth Council, Referee Coach in the Sussex FA Primary Development 
Group and committee member for Brighton RA.  

I have also been fortunate to referee abroad at the Iber Cup in Spain for two 
consecutive years which included refereeing one of the main finals.  

My proudest achievement to date is winning the inaugural Joel Richards Young 
Volunteer of the Year Award through the Referees' Association this year, to 
which I am looking forward to speaking to Woking RA about the work behind 
the award. " 
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Continuing the definitive A to Z of Football, written by Dave Brice, which first ap-
peared in the Warbler 1991/92 Season 
 
CHINESE TORTURE 
TRAINING EXERCISE,WHEREBY PLAYERS LINE UP FOR TWO HOURS IN A CHINESE 
TAKE-AWAY QUEUE.PARTICULARLY HEPFUL EXERCISE FOR THOSE PLAYERS WHO 
STAND AROUND ON THE PITCH FOR90 MINUTES.IT GIVES THEM ADDED TRAINING 
SHOULD THE REFEREE BE FOOLISH ENOUGH TO ADD ON INJURY TIME. 
 
CHIP 
SHORT ABRUPT KICK OF THE OPPONENT,CAUSING HIM TO ADOPT A PARABOLIC 
FLIGHTPATH-STRAIGHT UP,STRAIGHT DOWN. 
 
CHOP 
SHORT ABRUPT KICK OF THE OPPONENT,CAUSING HIM TO ADOPT A PARABOLIC 
FLIGHTPATH-STRAIGHT UP,STRAIGHT DOWN. 
 
CHOP SUEY LOUIS 
VAGUELY ORIENTAL PLAYER,FIVE FOOT HIGH,SIX FEET WIDE,SKIN AS THICK AS A 
RHINO'S,BUT THE FACE IS NOT AS PRETTY.FAMOUS FOR HIS BALD HEAD AND HAIRY 
TACKLES. 
 
CELT 
UNINTELLIGIBLE NORTHERN CREATURE WITH A STRANGE LIFESTYLE. HIBERNATES 
FOR 3 YEARS,EMERGES DURING THE WORLD CUP SUMMER IN A BLAZE OF COLOUR 
AND OPTIMISM THEN DISAPPEARS BEFORE THE 2ND PHASE.DAVID ATTENBOROUGH 
SHOULD MAKE A PROGRAMME ABOUT THEM. 
 
CHRONIC 
TECHNICAL TERM FOR A TEAM PERFORMANCE THAT SCORES THE FIRST GOAL AND 
THEN CONCEDES THE NEXT 17. 
 
CLUCK CLUCK 
DEROGATORY FARMYARD NOISE OFTEN DIRECTED AT A PLAYER WHO CHICKENED 
OUT OF TACKLING CHOP SUEY LOIUS.  
 
COACH 
SOME TEAMS ARE BLESSED WITH A GOOD COACH.SOME TEAMS ARE CURSED WITH A 
ROPEY COACH WHO THINKS HE'S BRILLIANT,AND A LOT OF TEAMS THINK A COACK IS 
WHAT YOU HIRE FOR THE TOUR. 
 
COURTNEY 
A REFEREE CALLED GEORGE. 
 
CONTORTIONIST 
WHAT GEORGE COURTNEY WOULD NEED TO BE TO DO SOME OF THE THINGS THE 
CROWD SHOUT. 
 
CLUBHOUSE 
HOME BASE FOR CLUBS.THE WALLS ARE USUALLY ADORNED WITH BELGIAN 
STREET NAMES AND TEETH MARKS. 
 
COCK AND BULL MOVE 
ON FIELD TERM FOR WHEN A FORWARD CHARGES AT THE DFENCE LIKE A 
BULL,THEN COCKS UP THE PASS. 
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COLOUR CLASH 
ONE TEAM WEARING RED AND YELLOW SHIRTS,THEIR OPPONENTS WEARING ORANGE 
AND GREEN,THE REFEREE WEARING SIN-GLASSES. 
 
CONCORDE 
FAST RUNNING FULL BACK,WHO ATTEMPTED TO BREAK THE SOUND BARRIOR AND 
BROKE HIS NOSE INSTEAD. 
 
CONVOY 
POPULAR METHOD OF TRAVELLING TO AWAY GAMES, TWO FLASH SPORTS CARS,A 
RUSTY VIVA,A MINI WITH NO BRAKES AND A MOPED,ALL FOLLOWING THE TEAM MAN-
AGERS RELIANT ROBIN.CONVOYS SHOULD ALWAYS ALLOW PLENTY OF  TIME TO TAKE 
INTO ACCOUNT,ROAD WORKS,FINDING THE GROUND AND LOSING THE MOPED.  
 
COOL DUDE 
A PLAYER DRIPPING WITH GOLD BUT NEVER WITH SWEAT. 
 
COVENTRY 
PLACE WHERE TEAMS SEND THEIR LINESMEN SHOULD THEY SHOW THE FAINTIST 
SIGNS OF IMPARTIALITY. 
 
CRAMP 
INVOLUNTARY CONTRACTION OF THE LEG MUSCLES. PLAYERS SUSCEPTIBLE TO 
BOUTS OF CRAMP SHOULD AVOID TRAVELLING TO AWAY GAMES IN THE BACK OF A 
MINI. 
 
CREPE SUZETTE 
PLAYER WHO PREFERS TO START THE MATCH WITH A CREPE BANDAGE WRAPPED 
AROUND HIS RIGHT KNEE,HIS LEFT ANKLE,HIS RIGHT THIGH HIS LEFT SHIN,HIS RIGHT 
ARM.HE LOOKS NOT UNLIKE TUTANKHAMUN AND PLAYS WITH ABOUT AS MUCH LIFE.                                                      
 
CRICKET 
JUMPING INSECT WHICH RUBS IT'S FINE LEGS TOGETHER SHOUTING'HOWZAT' 
 
CRIMINALS 
MOLBY,QUINN,ADAMS (BUT ALL PRECEEDED BY THE LEGENDARY G.BEST). 
 
CRISP PASS 
TECHNICAL TERM FOR HANDING ROUND THE CHEESE & ONION. 
 
CROWD TROUBLE 
22 PLAYERS, 1 REFEREE AND ONLY 1 SHOWER. 
 
CUP 
OCCASIONALLY THE HOME TEAM WILL BOAST IN THE CLUBHOUSE THAT THEY'VE GOT 
TWO CUPS - THEN WITH A LAUGH AND A FLOURISH, THEY PRODUCE A BRA.ALL GOOD 
CLEAN FUN,BUT IT DOES STRIKE ONE AS ODD. WHATS THE POINT OF THEIR TEAM 
ONLY HAVING ONE BRA, WHEN THEIR TEAMS OBVIOUSLY GOT 11 TITS. 
 
CUP MATCHES 
THE UNPREDICTABILITY OF A CUP TIE GIVES THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE GAME SUCH 
AN EDGE AND BITE THAT PLAYERS ARE OFTEN INSPIRED TO LIFT THEIR PERFORM-
ANCE.SADLY THOUGH,SOME PLAYERS HAVE MORE CHANCE OF RAISING THE TITANIC 
THAN THEY EVER HAVE OF RAISING THEIR GAME. 
 
DANGEROUS KICKING 
HIGH CHALLENGE THAT LOOSENS A FEW TEETH. 
 

          To Be Continued 
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THE MAN WHO MADE GAZZA CRY 
Referees do not need the help of television sets, video replays or any other mod-
ern gadgets to help them make decisions. 
That is the view of Brazil's Jose Roherto Wright, who has been voted the world's 
best by the World Referees Federation, but is probably better known as the man 
who made Paul Gascoigne cry in the World Cup semi-final. 
Wright, who describes Gascoigne as a "superb” player but also claims he is 
"difficult", believes that any electronic innovation could make football mechanical. 
And when that happens, football will stop being a passion, he warns.  
Wright is opposed to any changes in the rules of the game which he describes 
as "practically perfect" but he welcomes the disciplinary measures that FIFA took 
before the 1990 World Cup, which forced colleague Michel Vautrot of France into 
premature retirement.  
As is natural for someone who referees in South American football, 46-year-old 
Wright has been involved in plenty of controversy since he began his career in 
1974. His most difficult match was a Libertadores tie between Jorge Wilsterman 
of Bolivia and Olimpia of Paraguay in Cochambamba. Wright sent off five Boliv-
ian players and in doing so provoked a crowd disturbance, "There was an awful 
confusion, the game didn't finish and it began the 90th Bolivian revolution," he 
said. 
He also has been at the centre of controversy in his native country. Everyone in 
Rio remembers his decision not to award Bangu a penalty in the last minute of a 
championship final against Fluminense, and he handled a Vasco-Flamengo 
derby wearing a hidden microphone that relayed his conversations with players 
to the watching audience.  
But no matter how many controversies Wright is involved in, he does not want 
video help. “I am strongly against," he says. "Firstly, I have always said the error 
of a referee is a thermometer of the passion of football. If the referee gets every-
thing 100 per cent right in a game, nobody will say anything. But when he makes 
a mistake, a player scores with a hand, or he wrongly gives a penalty, or does 
not give one, this mistake is a motive for argument that keeps football on the boil. 
 The moment football becomes mechanical, it will stop being a passion. So I al-
ways say that, principally in the Latin countries, the supporter wants his team to 
win in injury time, in an offside position, with a handball, because he can make 
fun of the other team. He wants the most irregular happening possible. The sec-
ond point is that most football matches involve amateurs on not always the best 
of pitches, so when there is a demand of technology to remove any doubts, foot-
ball will have to be played on two levels - the level of those who can have videos 
and the level of those who can't."  
Wright claims the answer for referees is to be equal to TV. "Before I went to Italy, 
a television director asked me what I expected. I said I hoped to be better than 
television because it's the biggest observer of the referee. All his mistakes will be 
shown. When TV shows you made a mistake, you feel fed up but it's the one you 
made because you did not see." 
 
Wright is opposed to virtually any changes in the rules, but he wants those rules 
to be imposed more rigorously.  
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He welcomes FIFA's attempts to clamp down on violent play and professional 
fouls during the World Cup. Where FIFA went wrong, he believes, was in introduc-
ing the new directives on the eve of the competition. 
 
"These measures, which are extremely important, should have been introduced 
earlier to give the referee time to get used to them," he says. Wright is adamantly 
against FIFA's proposal to impose an age limit of 45 on referees at the next World 
Cup. 'This is a mistake because the most important thing in a referee is experi-
ence, and you should choose, independent of age, the referee who combines ex-
perience with physical fitness. If the limit for referees in 1994 is 45, the majority of 
today's top men will not be able to take part, and there will be a risk of inexperi-
ence and fitness - Abraham Klein of Israel, Bob Valentine of Scotland, Antonio 
Garrido of Portugal, for example. There should not be an age limit but there should 
be a more severe physical assessment. Some referees are only 35 but can't run." 
 
One change Wright would like is for referees to be allowed to turn professional. "In 
football everyone earns money - the organisations, the players, the advertisers, 
the press ... so why not the referee?" Wright describes himself as "disciplinarian" 
but says he enjoys refereeing matches with temperamental players, and that he 
can nearly always tell when a player is feigning a foul. 
"You have to double your attention and in 95 per cent or more of the cases you 
can discern when the player is faking, but in some cases you can be fooled. 
Rarely do I send off a temperamental type of player. But you have to be clever 
with them, otherwise ..." 
That led to Diego Maradona, and Wright said, "I have been refereeing his matches 
since the beginning of his career in 1979. He is not difficult to referee. He is a 
player who suffers a lot. He gets picked out. But Gascoigne, an excellent player, 
can be a little bit difficult. During the World Cup semi-final, he carne up to me and 
said 'You never smile” trying to win over the referee by talking. But it did not work - 
and I had to give him a card because he was arguing.  
Rudi Voeller attempts to trick the referee. He throws himself to the ground. He 
tried twice in the England-Germany game and I told him 'Don't try it because I 
won't allow it.1 He stopped, and concentrated on playing football. 
 The referee has to be prepared for this sort of thing. We have a player here, Tu-
pazinho of Corinthians. If he is fouled ten times in a game, eight are fakes. He is 
very cunning. But it's the malicious, nasty player I don't like - the one who stamps, 
the one who spits, who gives a punch, an elbow in the face. This sort of player, for 
me, should be suspended for a month and made to pay a very high fine." 
 
Wright referees up to 80 domestic games a year, plus Libertadores matches and 
internationals. He dedicates most morning to physical training, teaches PE at a 
secondary school and a university, and is a director of a tourism company. As for 
the "Top Ref award, he says, "It's very gratifying, for two reasons. Firstly, the prize 
itself is a big honour. Secondly, because it was a year in which there was an op-
portunity for me to show a style of refereeing which has always been the same 
since the start of my career. I have not altered my characteristics since my first 
professional game. 
 
This interview was conducted by Brian Homewood in Rio and seen in World Soccer.  
 (Ed. Interesting that Video was being talked about 15 years ago)  
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           The Adventures of Willy ‘Red card’ Woodwork  
                             The Whistling Referee 
 

                          Euro - 2016………....Hold the stick 

 
 

Match:        Cockfosters Casuals –v- Reds Rovers 
League:       Division Three – Sunday Park League (North) 
Venue:        Hackney Marshes – Pitch 165 
Weather:    Where is the sun cream?  
 
Time has gone forward and most of the tournament is a distant memory.  It 
seemed a great idea to expand the tournament from 16 to 24 teams but I initially 
had a doubt as in a group of four teams there would be four teams out of six that 
would qualify by finishing in third place.   That did not sound much of a chal-
lenge……finish third and go through to the knock out stages.   But what this new 
format did was to make sure the final game for all the teams ensured that there 
would be something to still play for and an opportunity to advance in the tourna-
ment.   So far so good. 
 
Portugal entered the tournament with a good team with one of the greatest play-
ers in the world……Christiano Ronaldo.    Their form coming into the tournament 
was very good and they were among the favourites to actually win the tourna-
ment. 
Unfortunately they did not deliver.  Yes, they may have won the tournament but 
actually only won a single match within ninety minutes.  England 
were…….England.   They qualify for the tournament finals and fail to deliver mis-
erably at the finals.  If only we could pick the players who play week in week out 
in the Premier league. 
 
What did grab my attention was obviously the match officials.   I thought overall 
they did a great job but please what is the point of the 5th and 6th officials? 
Firstly they look silly.    They hold a stick in the hands for ninety plus minutes but 
never wave it or use it.   Is it an assistant referees flag without the flag……you 
tell me! 
 
They stand on the goal line and watch what?   Have you ever seen any of these 
officials do anything……I haven’t.   They also stand on the goal line which the 
side of the assistant referee.  Surely they should be on the other side.  That 
would make more sense to me.   Mind you, what do I know?    All season I am 
the official. No assistants, no 4th official and no 5th and 6th official.   Can you 
imagine having a total of six officials for my match.   The players would still tell us 
that we are wrong!  How good must I be that I can cope with all six roles every 
Sunday morning.   
 
After a few promotions the match officials have the opportunity to act in the ca-
pacity as assistant referees.   After watching the Euros I want to focus on just  
being a 5th or 6th official.  (Is one more senior than the other?) 
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The things they say  

How wonderful for me.  I will be at the next World Cup standing by the goal.  
What a great view of the match and I will give you all a wave (not with my stick 
just in case the referee actually thinks that I have given a decision).   Just like 
having a free ticket.  All I have to do is stand there for ninety minutes and do ab-
solutely nothing.   Would you like to stand by the other goal? 
 
I hear you say that the officials are ‘wired’ up and are able to talk to one another. 
Maybe the ref is saying he wants one sugar in his tea at half time or where shall 
we go for dinner tonight?  So with this thought have you ever seen the 5th/6th 
officials talking to anyone or seeing their lips move……I certainly have not.  
 
Just to let you know there are plans to increase more teams at future World 
Cups.  
 
One final thought…..have you read the new version of the ‘Laws of the game’.  
Three years in the planning just to decide that the ball at the kick off does not 
have to move forward…………wow! 
 
If I had my way a yellow card for dissent would mean the player missed one 
match.  Next time the player does the same he misses two matches and then 
four and so on. 
On a Sunday morning in my league this would stop players showing dissent im-
mediately.   Failing that they would miss half the season. 
 
So much for my thoughts but next time round we will be focusing on proper foot-
ball……Cockfosters Casuals and Reds Rovers.   Just to let you know my next 
fixture is Dog and Duck FC versus Blues United.  Possibly a bigger derby match 
than Real Madrid versus Barcelona. 
 
See you all next month, 
 
   Regards, 
 
Willy Woodwork            
  Willy ‘Red card’ Woodwork…………the whistling referee.  
    
  

Most gays have heterosexual parents... Anonymous gay person 
 
Ah yes, Mohammed - that's one of the most common Christian names in the 
world……….Kid Jensen 
 
Stronsay is an island surrounded by sea…...Fiona Johnston 
 
Traffic in the Wandsworth one-way system is very heavy in both directions…….. 
        …... Graham Dene 
 
The record is 38 seconds; one of the best times ever……. David Vine 
 
This boy swims like a greyhound…………….Athole Still 
 
He’s using his strength and that is his strength, his strength…...Kevin Keegan 
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Callum Goes for a Danish 
 

I was lucky enough to be asked to go to the Dana Cup in Denmark for 8 days. It’s 
an International Youth Tournament, which has been held during the last week of 
July every year since 1982.  
 
I woke up at 5.30am ready to meet at Stanstead Airport for 8.30am where I met up 
with Tom Elsmore, Chris Noble, Shawn Barclay, Tim Lawrence (a great represen-
tation from Woking) and another group of English Referees around 50 of us who 
were also flying from Stanstead. We checked in and went to get a Weatherspoon’s 
breakfast and by the time we had finished it was time to board the flight. 
 
We arrived at Aarhus for about 4.30pm local time and got on the 2 hour coach 
journey to our home for the week. We claimed our “spots” in the corner of the hall 
and then we went for dinner in the town. We shared the sports hall with referees 
from all different countries like Hong Kong, Holland, Poland, Germany and Austra-
lia to name a few. 
 
Sunday we had a lie in then went to the local supermarket for breakfast and stock 
up on snacks for the week. We then came back and Tim said the four of us from 
Surrey should do a mock fitness test on the running track, we all passed!! As our 
cool down we went to the pool before our evening skills session where we worked 
on our communication skills. 
 
Monday saw us go back to the supermarket for breakfast and then we came back 
for the Referee briefing at 10.30am where we got taken through the rules and also 
got our games for the Tuesday. Later that afternoon we went out for another prac-
tical session with Tunde, a London FA tutor,  and Tim where we went through 
skills that would be useful in our games and beforehand, like greeting managers 
that speak limited English. Monday evening we had the Opening Parade where 
the 1200 teams and 280 Referees from around the World go through the Town 
and to the Stadium just like the Olympics. All of this is streamed live around the 
World. 
 
Tuesday through until Saturday saw the start of our matches, some of us did up to 
5 games a day! With teams from Norway, Bangladesh, USA, Australia, Brazil and 
Mexico to name a few. Our time between games was spent getting a massage or 
at the swimming pool preparing for our next games.  
We had Tim as our personal alarm clock and would wake us up for our early morn-
ing starts, sometimes 7.30 ko.so we would be up at 6.40.  
Tim would also come to our games and give us feedback on the game and what to 
work on next to aid our development. Friday evening we went to the Main Stadium 
to watch Chris and Shawn on the line on their final which went well and a good 
display from Surrey. 
 
Saturday morning I was up early for my final on the line and arrived at the pitch for 
8.45am. Tim, Shawn, Tom and Chris also came to watch the game as well so they 
had a fairly early start as well. A true team effort. 
Saturday afternoon we went to the Main Stadium to watch the rest of the finals 
with a few other English Referees. At the end of the day we were asked to officiate 
a friendly between 2 Mexican teams in the Main Stadium which was a nice way to 
end the week! We then went out for our final dinner in the Town with all of the 
other English Referees as a wind down and farewell. 
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5th September   Society Meeting Alex Bradley  

3rd October   Society Meeting David Cook  

7th November    Society Meeting TBA 

12th December   Christmas Dinner  

9th January   Society Meeting  TBA 

6th February   Society Meeting TBA 

6th March    Society Meeting AGM  

3rd April    Society Meeting TBA 

8th May     `Society Meeting TBA  

2nd June—5th June   Belgium  

Sunday morning we went to the Badminton Hall for breakfast and then a presen-
tation where we shared our moment of the week.  Mine was the final I was ap-
pointed to on the line and we were presented with our Medal photo and Dana 
Cup tee shirt. We then went back and got our suitcases and got on the coach 
drive home. The first coach broke down so we had to change coaches twice be-
fore arriving at the airport and flying home. 
 
It was a great week with lots of learning and development, good team atmos-
phere and an experience I will remember.   
 

Callum Peter      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Callum               Chris    Shawn  
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Advice on the prevention of  
Stalking and Harassmentment  

 

Hamish Brown MBE 
 

Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector 
 

UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been 
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to: 

 
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject 

 
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com 

Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com 

95 Sutton Avenue 
St Johns, Woking 
Surrey GU21 8UL 
01483 385776 
07780 684416 
michaelgeorgelawrence@hotmail.com 
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From whistles to watches, 

flags to record cards, shirts 

to socks, Pat’s got the lot 

Help support the society and 

make sure you give Pat a call 

for all your refereeing needs    07834 963821    

 patric.bakhuizen@gmail.com 

Referees Wanted 
for the 

Farnham & District Sunday 
Veterans League 

 
 
 

If you are interested 
Please call 

 
Colin on 01252 328 953 

Or Linda on 01276 512 735 
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EFL League 2 match - Stevenage vs. Luton Town –  
20th August 2016   Lee Cable (and Charlie) 

 

I received the above Observer appointment as normal on Monday afternoon 
posted on the MOAS system. I also received confirmation from the club the 
same day and confirmed with them that I would like to use my guest ticket as my 
son Charlie, who is 16 and a level 7 referee,  wanted to come. 
Various emails during the following days passed between the appointed officials 
and club confirming the time everybody was going to turn up. I was scheduled to 
arrive at around 1pm an hour after the officials were due, this was all agreed and 
we all started to look forward to the game. 
Saturday morning arrived and both Charlie and I left for the ground around 11am 
giving us a good couple of hours travel time. We arrived at 12.20pm so decided 
to have a `cheeky` meal in Burger King where Charlie polished off 20 Chicken 
Nuggets and a small Coke!!!! I obviously had very little being the athlete that I 
am!!! 
We went to the ground at the agreed time and met the officials in the Boardroom 
where I saw straight away that the refereeing team were a man short. The refe-
ree Andy Haines confirmed that the fourth official was yet to arrive and no one 
had heard from him. I instantly looked at Charlie and said “fancy it?” to which he 
replied “I’ll give it a go”. 
After various phone calls the EFL confirmed that as no other official was avail-

able, Charlie would be allowed to do the job. I was apprehensive and probably 

more nervous than Charlie was but knew he could do it. Charlie just took every-

thing in his stride and before we knew it, he was fully kitted out with everything 

he needed to do the job. 

 He was briefed by the referee thoroughly during the pre-match chat; he had a 
lesson on how to use the electronic board and also practised using the communi-

cations kit when the other 
officials were warming up. I 
remained with the team for 
as long as possible and 
told Charlie what he should 
expect from both technical 
areas and the atmosphere 
he was going to enter into. 
This was an important 
League 2 game but also a 
local derby between two 
sides only 15 miles apart. 
The attendance was just 
under 4,000. 
 
 
Charlie  - ready to go  
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Fortunately the game on the whole was played in fairly good spirit with a referee-
ing team who had complete empathy for the game and the occasion. The ex-
pected was done and this aided the technical areas attitude and behaviour. Well 
it was Ok until the final few minutes when on 90 minutes Charlie was instructed 
to show 5 minutes additional time, this happened whilst a player lay injured and 
was receiving treatment. The score was 1-1 at the time. This of course meant 
that additional time was going to be added to the additional time and to add to 
that the away side made a substitution which meant another 30 seconds would 
be added.  
5 minutes was played and the technical areas were becoming increasingly agi-
tated and started berating Charlie who showed absolute composure and did not 
react at all, in fact he stated afterwards that he thought it was rather funny that 
grown men were having a go at him for something he had no control over! He 
stated that additional time was being added and of course what happens, a goal 
was scored during that time which he then received the praise for adding that 
time on by the home side!! which again Charlie found quite amusing. 
The game ended and Charlie and the team returned to the dressing room. I en-
tered shortly afterwards to do my de-brief to find that Charlie had thoroughly en-
joyed the experience and wanted more of it. I don’t think Charlie totally realised 
what he had achieved until the following day when he started to receive face-
book compliments from many of his refereeing colleagues, friends and family. A 
telephone call was received from the EFL on Sunday congratulating him on do-
ing a fine job and helping the League out under these exceptional circum-
stances. 
Sunday morning also meant that I had to complete my reports on MOAS and 
Charlie`s name appeared and I had to file a full report to the EFL on him, some-
thing I found immensely amusing.  
On a personal note, I was so proud of what Charlie had achieved; he carried out 

his duties with real composure. He was calm and unflustered, it is not an easy 

job being a fourth official as many of us know but he did with real character and 

showed to me that he could do well in his refereeing career 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.My thanks to (from left to right) Andy Haines – referee, Garry Maskall and Steve 

Wade for their excellent support and guidance that they gave Charlie, it’s an ex-

perience he will never forget.                                                  Lee Cable 
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Ash Taxis 

  6 Seater Taxi 
Airports , Docks, Social Functions
  

           

    Competitive Prices 
   24 hours by appointment 
 
   Contact —Colin Barnett on 
   Tel.  01252 328957 
   Fax  01252 654811 
   Mob  07831 404 066 
   E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com  

Winston Churchill School 
Every Tuesday at 19.00 - 20.00 hrs  

Classes here now 
FOR ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS 

MALE AND FEMALE 
OF ALL AGES 

 
 

HAVE FUN  
GETTING FIT 

 

For Details 

Contact Gareth Price on 

07735067158 
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What Would You Do?  
(Answers to August Issue   - Courtesy of The Chiltern referee)  

Q1. The fourth official holds up his board, for Red No. 9 to come off. But after the 
change is complete and before play has restarted, the manager, who was busy 
talking to his staff, realises the wrong player has come off. Your colleague 
sheepishly admits he pressed the wrong button. What do you do?  
A1. Technically the substitution has been completed., but a member of your 
team has made a genuine error. So show some common sense and allow the 
substitution to be redone. Send report to the authorities.  
Q 2. You play advantage after a foul on a defender just outside his own area. But 
when that player, in full control of the ball, immediately tries a long ball upfield, it 
accidentally strikes a team mate, balloons back over his own keeper and drops 
into the net. What would you do?  
A2. The law on advantage says you must penalise the original offence if the ad-
vantage does not transpire. So take play back to the original incident and award 
a free kick where the player was fouled.  
Q3. A player scuffs the vital kick in a penalty shoot out, sending the ball towards 
the goal. The keeper races off his line and kicks the ball only for it to hit you and 
deflect into the goal. What would you do?  
A3. It counts as a miss. However, the law says "The referee decides when a 
penalty kick has been completed". Hence it is right to consider the kick com-
pleted once the keeper runs out and boots the slowly trickling ball. . Then the fact 
that the ball hit you and went in is irrelevant.  
Q4. A red forward is brutally flattened by the keeper for an obvious penalty. How-
ever, you see the ball go to an unmarked team mate in front of goal, so you play 
advantage. Unfortunately he slices the ball wide. What would you do?  
A4. Given the brutality of the offence stop the game immediately; make sure the 
fouled striker has medical help; dismiss the keeper for SFP; award a goal kick  
Q5. You award a penalty. The swirling wind means the ball won't stay on its spot, 
and being an artificial pitch, the taker cannot keep the ball still. What do you do?  
A5. Abandon the game.  
Q6. A header from an attacker hits the left post, then the right post, and then 
bounces back into the FoP. You are certain the ball did not cross the goal line. 
But your wrist strap buzzes to signal your assistant thinks it did. What would you 
do?  
A6. Award the goal. There is no need to consult your assistant.  
Q7. A striker celebrates a stunning goal by making the sign of the cross and 
praying on his knees. The beaten keeper is outraged, insisting the striker has 
breached UEFA Rules on religious messages. What would you do?  
A7. Use common sense. Award the goal. Include the details in your report.  
Q8. Before a penalty is taken the identified taker calmly walks towards the goal-
keeper points to a spot 30 cm inside the post and tells him, "There - I'm going to 
place the ball right there". He then walks back to take the kick. What would you 
do?  
A8. Show a yellow card for delaying the restart with this obvious show of unspor-
tiing behaviour. 
 
(Ed. Questions were taken from Touchlines, Sutton RS mag, Informer, Eccles 
RS mag, and from "You Are The Ref" by Keith Hackett and Paul Trevillion). 
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What Would You Do?  
 

Question 1. The match is heading for a draw in the last minute of play. The ball 
is hit towards you from only a couple of yards, and you raise your hands to pro-
tect your face. Unfortunately the ball ricochets off your shoulder and goes into 
the net for the winner. What would you do?  
 
Question 2. You know the Blue manager is serving a stadium ban, but as you 
walk past their dressing room before kick off, you see him giving a team talk by a 
webcam. What would you do?  
 
Question 3. During a European home match, players complain they are being 
racially abused by the away fans and threaten to walk off. However, the away 
side has a player whose surname sounds like a racial slur. You are not too sure. 
What would you do?  
 
Question 4. Following a hefty challenge in which two players are hurt, you try to 
control the ensuing wild touch line melee. During the melee the away side sneak-
ily swap a defender for a striker from their bench. You only realise this when mo-
ments later the striker scores the winner. What would you do?  
 
Question 5. A young defender is having a nightmare debut. After he slices an-
other clearance, his manager, who has used all his subs, tells you he wants to 
withdraw the player, and finish the game with 10 men. What would you do?  
 
Question 6. In a fair challenge the Blue keeper and a Red striker collide heavily 
- but seeing both players stay on their feet, you allow play to continue. Moments 
later though, as a back pass is played towards him the goalkeeper collapses. 
The ball rolls slowly on into his net. What would you do?  
 
Question 7. The attacking team correctly takes a throw-in into the goal area. 
The defending goalkeeper tries to catch the ball, but he misses the ball com-
pletely. However, a team mate of the goalkeeper seeing the ball will enter the 
goal, punches the ball over the crossbar. What would you do?  
 
Question 8. Your assistant referee indicates that the ball has gone out of play 
after touching a Blue player. After the flag signal, you see a Red defender within 
his own penalty area, strike a Blue opponent with his fist using excessive force. 
What would you do?  
 
(Ed. Questions 1-3 were taken from The Informer, the maga-
zine of Eccles RA. Questions 4-6 were taken from "You Are 
The Ref" by Keith Hackett and Paul Trevillion.  
Questions 7 and 8 were taken from the National RA Quiz final 
2015,)  
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