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The October  meeting  will be on Monday 7th  

The deadline for October Warbler is  
Friday 27th September 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the  
Society or its’  Committee  

Meadow Sports Football Club 
Loop Rd Playing Fields, Loop Rd, Kingfield, Woking 

Surrey GU22 9BQ 

AGENDA  
 

♦ 7.15pm   Academy Meeting  
 

♦ 8pm Chairman’s Welcome 
 
♦ Guest Speaker 
 
           Keith Hiller 

Aka Willie “The Red Card” Ref 
 
♦ Raffle 
 
♦ Society Business  
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Your subscription for the forthcoming season is now  overdue, so make sure you 
get your application form and monies to Bryan Jackson asap. Otherwise this 
could be the last Warbler you receive  !!! 

2019 Current Status  

General £2,344.14 

Supplies £151.01 

Belgium £0.00 

Training Fund £565.16 

Youth Fund £113.50 

Total £3,173.81 

2019/20 Memberships renewed 

71 Full Members 

6 Friends 

1 Affiliate Member 

23 Referees trained in 2019/2020 

From 1975 to the present day…….  
What changes have we seen in our life’s and football? 

1975 Grass roots referee match was ……..£2-00! 
 
Come to our next meeting on Monday 2nd August when our favourite guest 
speaker Keith Hiller aka Willy the ‘Red Card’ Ref will entertain us with stories 
of how football has changed from 1975 when Keith first became a referee.  
 
Pictured below is Keith from his playing days as the left back (in the changing 
rooms) for the wonderful….………. 
Chiswick Flyovers F.C……..the pride of West London   (Love those shorts!) 

FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY !!!! 

Who?  Me Ref?  



Chairman’s Chatter 

Hello everyone and welcome to another edition of our brilliant  
Warbler magazine.  
 
Firstly, I need to start by saying a big thank you to all of you who 

made our August kick-off meeting such a success. It was genuinely 

brilliant to see the room at Meadow Sports full of both current 

members and some new faces as well – this is exactly how it 

should be every month and I want us to keep working hard to make 

sure we can attend as many meetings as possible and to keep 

spreading the good word about Woking Society. I also received 

three messages the day after and all were interested in joining up 

to society, even though we may not technically be the closest to 

their home address!! This is exactly how it should be so keep at-

tending our meetings and if you can bring a friend along too then 

the more the merrier  

So, I’m writing this in a desperate hurry as I’m about to miss Mac’s deadline so I’ll apologise in ad-
vance for any reduction in quality from my usual ramblings (feel free to come and tell me at the 
next meeting that I’m rambling too much in my Chairman’s notes anyway!!).  
I’m typing this whilst watching the cricket highlights of England’s unbelievable comeback to beat 
the Australians at Headingly – Ben Stokes’s magnificent century reminiscent of Botham in 1981 – 
and it’s got me thinking about how do we overcome adversity, in our case in the role of a match 
official. 
 
For me, it’s all about what works for you the best after you’ve had a perceived bad game. I think 
we’re all our own worst critic at times and self-reflection isn’t such a bad thing as long as we learn 
from our performance and use it as a positive the next time we cross that white line. 
 
From a personal perspective, I always try and make sure I’m out again as soon as possible after a 
less-than-satisfactory performance, whether it be with the whistle or a flag. If we sit on our back-
sides and shy away from what has happened previously, it can make us even more nervous or 
apprehensive about wanting to go out and officiate at that dreaded “next game”. 
 
And this brings me back full circle to us as a referee network. We can discuss, ask opinions and 
chat honestly with each other, whether that’s one-to-one with a friend, family member or coach. 
We can speak about our match incidents at the society meetings whereby we have a room full of 
colleagues who have no doubt been in the same position at one stage or another during their ref-
eree career. Don’t be afraid to seek out someone to chat to as this will always help you and I guar-
antee you that a problem shared is more than a problem halved. 
 
Congratulations to all our members who have received FA Cup & FA Youth Cup appointments so 
far in August and for September as well. You’re doing the society proud so please let myself and 
Mac know how your games go and if there’s any footage of the games as well, even better – tell 
us where to find it so we can all watch and learn!! 
 
This month’s Guest Speaker is going to be lots of fun and having read his great pieces under the 
wonderful Pseudonym of Willy the “Red Card” Ref, I’m looking forward to hosting Keith Hillier to 
Meadow Sports on Monday evening. Please make sure you come down and support Keith whose 
presentation will no doubt be both lots of fun and also thought-provoking at the same time. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you on Monday and enjoy your September games. 
 
Andy 
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• Woking Referees’ Society member Roy Lomax and his wife Pam were both 
presented with a long service award by the Football Association  at the re-
cent Surrey FA awards ceremony.  Although he and Pam were honoured to 
receive such an accolade, it was, he told me, said rather spoilt by the an-
nouncer calling him Ray at the event. See page 12.  

 It is an honour for us to have such an outstanding contributor to football as 
 a member of our Society. May I, on behalf of all of us at Woking, thank you 
 and Pam and wish you many more years to come.    
 

• The Surrey Youth League have appointed a new Referees’ Secretary. He is 
Phil Greenhead phil.greenhead@wsyl.org.uk . The SYL are running a referees 
evening on 3rd September at Imber court regarding new laws etc.   Titled 

 Meet the new Referee’s Secretary and Everything you wanted to know Sin 
 Bins and the new law changes and didn’t know where to go (or wanted to 
 save yourself from reading it)   Please contact the SYL if you intend to go 

 We wish Phil well in his new role..  
 

• The  RA have issued a new benefits brochure. Brian Reader had a few hard 
copies at the August meeting and I have asked whether there are any more 
copies available. Meanwhile you can see a copy on our website  

www.wokingreferees.co.uk/RA%20MEMBERS%20BENEFIT%20BROCHURE%202019-20.pdf 
 You should all have also received a message from the RA detailing the dis
 counts available on Hotpoint, Indesit and Whirlpool items.  
 Could be useful for washing and drying your kit?    
 

• Please note that the Christmas dinner this year is on 16th December, not 
9th as advertised in last month’s Warbler 

            Mac  

Pat is on holiday this week so Gareth will be stepping up to the mark and the 
subject for discussion will be dealing with players and non players ‘CALMLY” 
All are welcome at 7.15pm  

IF 
 

“If you can keep your head when all about you 
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you, 

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you 
But make allowance for their doubting too; 
………………….you'll be a Man my son!” 

 
Rudyard Kipling 

 
Good advice for referees I reckon !  
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In the Supermarket 
 
Defile       -  where hard-of-hearing people can meet in the supermarket 

Textile      -  where you can send text or SMS messages in the supermarket 

Infantile   -  where you can find baby food in the supermarket 

Erectile    -  where you can find Viagra in the supermarket 

          via Brian Reader 
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Put a sock in it! 

 
Has anyone noticed the socks that Liverpool FC have been wearing this season 
and I am referring to the first team?  Unbelievable!  We are used to players at 
grass roots wearing their white socks on top of their main long sock but Liverpool 
have solved the problem for all grass roots players.   The players can wear their 
white socks on top and all the officials will now be happy.  The law does not say 
that short socks cannot be worn on top. 
 
Watching Match of the Day I really thought that I was having hallucinations but I 
was wrong!   Just  watch any Liverpool match and as the game progresses  the 
white part of the sock on some players seems to disappear or drop down and 
only the red can be seen.    Please tell me if any body else has noticed this. 
 
I am still baffled why a small sock would be worn over the main long sock. Play-
ers claim it gives support.  When I played albeit many years ago I sometimes 
wore a short sock but I always wore that underneath the long sock.  It gave a little 
bit of support and never fell down.  
 
Surely only a matter of time when the kit design changes for socks and all the 
grass roots players can happily wear their white socks. 
 

Keith Hiller 
 
Following Keith’s observation above, he then 
sent me the following picture form the Liverpool 
FC Website which clearly shows that the white 
“sock” is actually part of the sock design. What-
ever,  I can see trouble ahead on the park with 
the white ankle sock re- appearing.   
 

Mac  

 

• My brother took going to jail really badly. He refused food and drink, spat 
and swore at anyone who went near him and smeared the walls with his 
own faeces. That's the last time we ever played Monopoly 

• I used to work 60 hours a week crushing coke cans... Soda pressing. 

• In a shake-up of public transport, the destination of train journeys will now 
be determined by a points system. 

 

• Whenever I watch TV and see those poor starving kids all over the world, I 
can't help but cry. I mean I'd love to be skinny like that, but not with all those 
flies and death and stuff."       --Mariah Carey 

You must be joking! 
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Andy Bennett, Chairman, opened the first meeting of the season meeting and 
welcomed the 40 members and guests and the guest speaker, our Training 
Officer Pat Bakhuizen,  
 
Before beginning the presentation, Roy Lomax gave a touching eulogy to a fel-
low referee, Richard Jones who had passed away earlier in the year. A min-
utes silence was observed. 
 
Although there are some 27 amendments this year, Pat took us through the 
laws that will affect us at grassroots level, with accompanying videos demon-
strating the changes.  These included substitutes, cautioning managers/ 
coaches, the coin toss, dropped ball, goal kicks and free kicks in the penalty 
area, attacking players standing in a defensive wall, and hand ball. The last 
item resulted in much discussion and queries from the floor, which Pat pa-
tiently dealt with.  

He then went through the procedures 
around sin bins, which he emphasised 
MUST be used for dissent (and only dissent) 
and apply to all leagues from step 5 down, 
which includes the Combined Counties 
league.  
 
Andy presented Pat with the customary bot-
tle of wine, which was followed by the raffle  
 
Andy then thanked all the members and 
guests for coming along, remarking on the 
excellent turnout and hoping that they will 
continue to support the Society during the 
coming season.  
 
 Above: Andy thanks Pat for an 

excellent presentation  
Below : A great turnout for the first  
meeting of the season.  
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2nd September   Society Meeting  - Keith Hiller aka “Willie Red 
      Card Ref” 

7th October   Society Meeting   -  Andy Tomkins,   Physiotherapist  

4th November    Society Meeting   -  Tim Lawrence RDO  

16th December   Society Christmas Dinner 

6th January    Society Meeting   -  Steve Worsley 

3rd February    Society Meeting  - Tim Robinson 

2nd March    Society Meeting and AGM  

6th April    ` Society Meeting   - TBA  

4th May     Society Meeting   - TBA  

 

Mark Clattenburg  writing in the Daily Mail   

 

After Manchester City’s Gabriel Jesus had his late strike disallowed, the TV cam-
era cut to Sergio Aguero looking perplexed on the bench. 
He was not alone. Supporters inside the Etihad Stadium will have felt that way 
too. If I could change one thing about VAR, it would be to make it more transpar-
ent. 
I want to be able to hear the officials as they dissect a decision, like we can in 
cricket. In its current form, confusion reigns. After a goal, let’s hear: ‘Checking for 
offside. It’s not offside. Checking for potential foul. There’s no foul.’ Or in Satur-
day’s case: ‘Under the guidelines for handball, that goal has got to be disallowed. 
The ball hit Aymeric Laporte’s arm and his team gained an advantage from it.’ 
Fans might not agree with the decision but at least they could then understand it. 
As for the handball itself, it may seem an unpopular opinion but, speaking as an 
active referee, I agree with the law change. 
It used to be that it had to be deliberate to be a foul but how does a referee know 
what is and isn’t deliberate? 
That was too vague. This new guideline simplifies matters. 
If you gain an advantage from handball, whether accidental or not, it has to be 
punished. 
I also believe our officials should be using their pitch-side monitors more. 
If Michael Oliver had gone to review Erik Lamela’s challenge on Rodri, then I’m 
sure he would have awarded a penalty. 
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Fifty Years and Still Going Strong  
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Chernobyl and VAR 
 
Spoilers, did you watch the excellent Chernobyl TV show (about when the Cher-
nobyl reactor exploded and the head engineers adamantly refused to accept it 
because an RBMK reactor just can't explode). So, therefore, it couldn't have ex-
ploded!! Despite the fact that the reactor had exploded, the engineers had told 
them that it had exploded because they saw it with their own eyes), it wasn't al-
lowed to be a possibility. What has this to do with VAR refereeing? 
 
Refereeing in football is a peculiar thing where mistakes are made but we're told 
that there's nothing we can do about if a referee sees an incident, makes a mis-
take but writes it up in his match report. We are told that they can take no further 
action because the referee's decision is final. So, if the referee sees a player 
punch another player and gets it wrong and only issues a yellow card, they won't 
review that. They can, however, dish out a ban if the ref has completely missed 
the incident. It's like we're officiating where the result depends on whether it was 
seen (and by whom). As Oliver Dziggel points out, the same nonsense has made 
its way into VAR before we even start using it. 
 
VAR should deal with facts.  Either a player is onside or he is offside. A player 
either got the ball or he got the man. This will be fine for the majority of VAR de-
cisions and we shouldn't have to get the referee involved, because then there is 
no chance of ego playing a part. This would speed up the VAR no end. The other 
instances where the referee didn't see something, or most importantly the refe-
ree made a mistake, then he should be allowed to review the play. If it gets to 
this point then the decision should be a majority decision between the ref and the 
video refs to protect from ego. 
 
We're afraid of undermining the referee but what does that actually look like? 
How is that any different from what we see today where every decision is ques-
tioned and protested? They even protest VAR decisions. Football officiating is an 
Orwellian mess but the authorities will never admit it even though we see it with 
our own eyes. We add extra linesmen who aren't allowed to make a decision. 
We have fourth officials who aren't allowed to make decisions They're papering 
over the cracks in the walls, when really, they need to look at the foundations of 
what officiating is actually for, since currently it's not about getting to the actual 
truth of the matter. They've never been serious about improving officiating, 
whether its a media campaign to respect the refs or it's the watering down of 
VAR before it even gets off the ground. I'll be the death of football as a sport and 
the birth of football as narrative reality TV. 

Mike Jacobs 
 
(Ed. As usual Mike makes a number of points. But what is clear is that we will all 
be watching how VAR is used during the first few weeks of the new season, 
when I've no doubt we shall see many variations of the operating of VAR. Of 
course, since VAR is only applied to the most senor games/leagues we won't 
have the opportunity to test the new process practically - only to criticise ver-
bally).                                                    Courtesy of The Chiltern Referee 
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It’s a Fair Cop  
 

Three people were all applying for the last available position as a police detective. 
The senior detective conducting the interview looked at the three of them and 
said, "So you all want to be cops, huh?"  
 
They all nodded. He got up, opened a file drawer, and pulled out a folder. Sitting 
back down, he opened it, pulled out a picture, and said, "To be a detective, you 
have to be able to detect. You must be able to notice things such as distinguish-
ing  fea tu res  and  odd i t ies  l i ke  sca rs  and  so  fo r th . " 
So saying, he stuck the photo in the face of the first person and withdrew it after 
about two seconds. "Now," he said, "did you notice any distinguishing features 
about this man?" 
"Yes, I did. He has only one eye!" 
 
The detective shook his head and said, "Of course he has only one eye in this 
picture! It's a profile of his face! You're dismissed!" 
The first one hung his head and walked out of the office. 
 
The detective then turned to the second person, stuck the photo in their face for 
two seconds, pulled it back, and said, "What about you? Notice anything unusual 
or outstanding about this man?" 
Yes! He only has one ear!" 
 
The detective put his head in his hands and exclaimed, "Didn't you hear what I 
just told the other person? This is a profile of the man's face! Of course you can 
only see one ear! You're excused too!" 
The second one sheepishly walked out of the office. 
 
The detective turned his attention to the third and last person and said, "This is 
probably a waste of time, but...." He flashed the photo in their face for a couple of 
seconds and withdrew it, saying, "All right, did you notice anything distinguishing 
or unusual about this man?" 
"I sure did. This man wears contact lenses." 
 
The detective frowned, took another look at the picture, and began looking at 
some of the papers in the folder. He looked up with a puzzled expression, and 
said, "You're absolutely right! His info says he wears contacts! How in the world 
could you tell that by looking at his picture for such a short time?" 
 
The last applicant rolled his eyes and said, "Well, it's so obvious! With only one 
ear, he certainly can't wear glasses." 
 
 With Apologies to our Refereeing Colleagues who are Policemen  
 
 
One of the top jokes at the Edinburgh Festival was:- 
“After six hours of basic semaphore, the naval rating was flagging”. 
Or, translated into football terms:- 
“After 4 consecutive football matches one wet Saturday, the assistant referee was 
flagging.”  ……….Brian Reader  
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EMPATHY AT THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

 

The RA National Conference was arranged slightly differently this year. Previ-
ously, attendees were given a choice of about 6 workshops to choose from. This 
year there were only three and no choice. You had to attend all. These were 
called Courage, Empathy and Control. The first one listed for me was Empathy. 
 
So, what does that mean? I looked it up in the dictionary when I got home from 
Milton Keynes. Empathy it said is ‘The ability to share, understand and feel an-
other person’s feelings’ I suppose you can understand a player’s feelings when 
he curses himself out loud for missing an open goal. You are unlikely to penalise 
him for offensive language. I’ve used the same expletives when missing a two-
foot put but probably not so loudly. 
 
The situation however that we were asked to consider was something like this. 
‘You are refereeing a cup final and in the opening few minutes, a player you had 
refereed many times, who had always been of exemplary behaviour and always 
the first to shake your hand at the end of the game, commits a sending off of-
fence. What action would you take?  
 
Looking around at the raised hands, I would think that everyone in the room 
voted to send him off. But was that what we were supposed or expected to say? 
Where is your empathy? Can’t you understand the wretched feelings he will have 
if you send him off at the beginning of a big occasion like a cup final. and cup fi-
nals at every level are a big occasion for the players (and I would suggest the 
referee). He’s probably tense and all fired up by the coach’s pre-match instruc-
tions. This is very uncharacteristic, he’s really a nice guy.  I’ll have a word with 
him, perhaps show him a yellow card so everyone can see I’ve done something. 
 
If that isn’t what we were supposed to think. what was all this talk about empa-
thy? Or is this a follow on from the suggestion in the’ Managing the Gam’ session 
at last year’s conference when we were told that we shouldn’t penalise a foul 
throw committed early in the game, as that is ‘not what the game expects’? What 
if that foul throw leads to a goal scoring opportu-
nity and the offending team are one nil up after 
just minutes? Who’s your empathy going to be 
with then? 
 
What’s the first power and duty of the referee as 

laid down in the book? You know it as well as I 

do, ’The referee enforces the Laws of the Game’.  

‘It doesn’t say but not at the beginning or near 

the ending of the game. It doesn’t say, unless 

you feel sorry for the guy and want to show your 

empathy. 
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The Adventures of Keith ‘Sin Bin’ Hiller                                  
In the net! 

I have not officiated on a pre-season friendly for a number of years now.  I know 
it’s my choice but the last pre-season friendly I referred there was a red card and 
the match was certainly not ‘friendly’.  
So there I was looking at my emails and a referee was required.  I have no idea 
why but I replied ‘I’m available’, I pressed ‘send’ and two minutes later the fixture 
was confirmed as mine.   What had I done!   
The venue was conveniently close to my home but on Friday the home team had 
changed the venue which was over ten miles away.  This was followed by an-
other email to inform me the kick off had been brought forward by an hour which 
at least was good news.   
The home team let’s call them Lost Park Rovers arrived late and the kick off was 
delayed by twenty minutes.  
The venue had another six pitches and none of them had been marked with a 
penalty mark……..wonderful.  But the best news is since my match was the last 
to start there were no more……..goal nets!   ‘Don’t worry Ref.   This is a pre-
season friendly so we will all be honest and tell you if the ball has entered the 
goal’.  Of course they were!  
The match had not even started and this really was a Willy the ‘Red Card’ refe-
ree moment.   Now I could really relate to all the incidents that he has to deal 
with.  I should also add there were no corner flag posts and none of the substi-
tutes wanted to help by being an assistant referee.   
I tried to look for the positives and thought how fortunate I was to assess my fit-
ness and see how the new laws would be applied.  I asked both managers if 
their teams were aware of the new laws and I was assured they knew them all.  
As the game progressed it was evident they were unaware!  
So here we go…….I flipped the coin and told the winning captain he now had the 
choice, like it used to be, of either kick off or ends.  This appeared to be a difficult 
question as he appeared to ask all his team mates ‘What should I do?’  I thought 
it was going to go to a vote but the captain decided to change ends and we were 
then ready to go.   
Fortunately the match was played in a sporting manner and it gave me a perfect 
insight as to how the new laws would work.   
It seems that despite my pleas the players being substituted still left the pitch on 
the half way line and no opposing player seemed eager to enter the penalty area 
as soon as the ball had been played for the goal kick. 
 
For the defensive walls at free kicks the team about to take the kick tended to 
form their own wall in front of the defensive wall and obviously one metre away.   
Despite the howling wind in the first half and the torrential rain in the second half 
I enjoyed using the whistle as opposed to waving by flag.   
 The match ended 2-2. The final goal was a penalty but I paced out from the goal 
line the twelve yards and unlike Willy the ‘Red Card’ Ref there were no yellows, 
no reds and no sin bins.  
Keith Hiller       
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The Premiership is up and running and already, as might have expected VAR is 
providing the talking points, which when you think of it, makes a change from the 
officials taking all the flack.  
 
The Spurs v Man City game the other weekend provoked much discussion , 
mostly regarding City’s disallowed goal in the last few minutes, due to a hand ball 
immediately preceding the goal. Nobody noticed it in real time and it was only the 
eagle eye of VAR that spotted that the ball had “brushed” a City player’s hand. 
A fellow member e mailed me questioning whether that decision was correct as 
the wording in the LOTG states that “it is an offence if a player gains possession/
control of the ball after it touched their hand/arm.”   
This is correct but the law does go on to say “and then - 

• scores in the opponents goal  

• or creates a goal scoring opportunity”  
It is the last sentence that I think applies in this case, particularly as the next sec-
tion states “even if accidentally”  
 
For us refs it does take the uncertainty away from us having to decide whether it 
was deliberate or not. Which must be a good thing.  In one article I read,  the re-
porter was arguing that hand ball should only be given if it is deliberate. He’s ob-
viously never refereed a game of football me thinks.  
 
As Gary Lineker pointed out on match of the day, it seems to be a bit of an anom-
aly in that if the ball hits an attackers hand/arm in the penalty area, whether acci-
dentally of or not, it’s a free kick to the defending team. However should it hit a 
defenders arm in the same situation as in the City v Spurs game, then play con-
tinues.   
 
 As is often the case when a law is amended, it takes a while to “bed in” so speak 
and occasionally needs a further revision. Take the goal kick. . Already players 
have tried to circumvent the new law by the keeper flicking the ball up to a de-
fender standing close by,  (the ball doesn’t have to leave the area now)   who 
then heads it back to his keeper’s hands.  This has now been outlawed. Similar 
to players trying to return the ball to a keeper by various devious means to pre-
vent a “pass back to the keeper”  
 
Gareth was handing out laminated “sin bin” reference cards at the last meeting in 
exchange for a small donation. I’m pleased to report that the Society was able to 
donate £15 to the Woking and Sam Beare Hospice,. Well done Gareth.  
 
On the subject of Sin Bins I was out with Del the other week and he pointed out 
that all we need to remember is that 2 sin bins, a player can’t return but can be 
substituted after the 10 minutes (or 8 for U16s and below) but if the same player 
also picks up a yellow card for anything else he cannot be substituted.    
Simples as the animal says.  
 

             Mac  
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VAR must be used to help stem the tide of abuse 
heaped on referees 

The introduction of VAR is the biggest change to refereeing in generations - a time period 
in which dissent has reached crisis levels 

There is the message, front and centre of Fifa’s information page on VAR so 
everyone can get on board: “The role of the VAR is to assist the referee.” 
It’s broadly true, of course. Or at least the intention is. I don’t agree with the in-
troduction of VAR – I don’t believe the need to get every decision correct is 
worth altering football so significantly as a spectacle and fan experience – but 
the idea is to produce better decision-making. That comes under the wide um-
brella of helping referees to do their job. 
Unfortunately, the rush for VAR wasn’t born out of a climate of assistance but a 
culture of blame. Nobody was insisting that poor referees had it so hard because 
the pace of play had quickened and players were increasingly willing to cheat to 
gain an advantage, claiming for things that aren’t theirs and arguing against 
things they know to be true. The accusation was that refereeing had become rife 
with incompetence, despite persuasive evidence that standards had improved 
over the previous two decades. 
Refereeing crisis 
The real refereeing crisis isn’t a decline in standards, but dwindling numbers fu-
elled by a culture of abuse that extends from the Premier League down to grass-
roots level and acts as a barrier to young people getting involved. VAR is merely 
a useful distraction from the worrying reality on the front line. 
In October 2017, five amateur referees resigned from the Central Wales Football 
Association and six more “seriously considered” their resignation after growing 
weary at the normalisation of verbal and physical abuse. The same picture was 
forming across England and Wales. In response to the 2017 incidents, the Foot-
ball Association of Wales (FAW) said all involved were advised to “respect the 
referee”. But it’s not working. 
The route to becoming an elite referee is arduous. The initial journey from basic 
refereeing course administered by county FA through officiating at Levels 7, 6, 5 
and 4 usually takes at least three years and involves fitness tests, exams and 
regular observation. At this point referees have only just reached semi-
professional football, and might expect to be paid £20 a game. They learn to ex-
pect verbal abuse at every level from players, managers and spectators. 
Even at EFL level, League Two referees will receive £300 per match and Cham-
pionship officials only went professional in 2016 and their basic retainer is be-
tween £38,000 and £42,000. Given the sacrifices made on the journey, it’s 
hardly an extraordinary payday. 
Improving the game from the bottom up 
The latest guise of the FA’s ‘Respect’ campaign, ‘We Only Do Positive’, targets 
coaches and parents within youth football. Persuade them that abusing officials 
is unacceptable and the game may improve from the bottom up. But professional 
footballers and clubs have their own duty. Premier League players might not 
choose to be role models, but poor behaviour sets an example. 
Questioned individually, players would surely agree that swearing at a referee is 
wrong. But actions speak louder than words. 
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AshTaxis 
  6 Seater Taxi 
Airports , Docks, Social Functions
  

           

    Competitive Prices 
   24 hours by appointment 
 
   Contact —Colin Barnett on 
   Tel.  01252 328957 
   Fax  01252 654811 
   Mob  07831 404 066 
   E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com  

As per the Daily Mail’s Ian Ladyman, the last Premier League player sent off 
purely for dissent was Lee Cattermole seven years ago. 
You can see the dilemma. If an official booked every player that swore at them, 
they would dish out multiple cards. At the grass-roots level, the latent threat of 
physical violence means they might prefer to stay quiet. In the Premier League, 
players are the stars and so hold the power. But the onus of responsibility should 
lie with the perpetrators not the victims. 
If we have the power to view every incident on loop to determine the correct deci-
sion in every incident, it must go hand in hand with greater maturity and decency 
from players and coaches. 
Referees must feel as if they have the power to punish dissent. They don’t need 
just another shiny ‘Respect’ campaign that allows self-congratulation, they need 
respect. It takes money – and goodness knows the funds are there – but it also 
takes genuine intent. 
The introduction of VAR is the biggest change to refereeing in generations. We 
must use it to protect officials from a culture of abuse that is threatening to exac-
erbate a crisis 30 years in the making. If the cliché is that the best referees are 
the ones you don’t notice, soon they may not be here at all. 
 
Daniel Storey Writing in the I News via Mal Davies 
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FA Vase Appointments 
 
Epsom & Ewell v Kennington 
AR - William Douglas 
 
Frimley Green v Lydney Town 
Referee : David Payne 
 
Ascot Utd v Fleet Town 
Refreree : Del Laing 
 
Bedding & Feltham v Lutterworth Athletic 
AR - Max van den Berg 
 
   ********************** 
FA Women’s Championship 
Crystal Palace Ladies v Coventry United Ladies 
A/R :  David Payne 
 
FA Cup Preliminary Round 
 
South Park v Camberley City. 
A/R  Roy Lawrence 
 
Badshot Lea v Ascot United. (Replay)  
A/Rs Paul Saunders & Pat Bakhuizen  
 
Womens FA Cup Preliminary Round  
Fulham FC Women v New London Lionesses LFC 
Referee :Carl Jones 
 
Milford & Witley Ladies FC v Tunbridge Wells Foresters LFC 
Referee : Pat Bakhuizen  
A/R : Paul Saunders 
 
   *********************** 
 
U18 Premier League South 
Fulham v Reading 
Referee : Tom Ellsmore  
A/R : David Payne (Referee is Tom Ellsmore) 
 
Sunday Premier  County  Cup Final. 
AFC Hammersmith v Barnes 
Referee : Roy Lawrence (late appointment) 
 
Chelsea Ladies U18 v West Ham Ladies U18  
Referee :  Stephen Brown  
 
Boys London Champions Cup,  
Malaga v Reading 
Referee : Stephen Brown  
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Arsenal coach who called young official a 'little p****' should pay 
fine to referee fund, say charity 

Vaishali Bhardwaj writing in the Evening Standard 
 
A referees' charity today demanded an overhaul of football’s disciplinary proce-
dures after an Arsenal academy coach was fined and banned for calling a teen-
age female referee a “little p****”. 
Ref Support UK want the money from fines to go into a “referee benevolent fund” 
to support officials.  
Arsenal coach Alex Nichols was charged after an Under-9s match against Read-
ing. Nichols’ behaviour was described as “abhorrent” by the disciplinary panel as 
he screamed and shouted at the referee, who witnesses say was left in tears. 
The findings state how at the end of the match Nichols is alleged to have said to 
the official “how classy, little prick” after she refused to shake his hand. He later 
denied having made the remark.  
At an initial hearing the Arsenal academy coach was found guilty of one charge 
of improper conduct, but cleared of using abusive words after the game. The FA 
appealed against the ruling and a second hearing found Nichols guilty of both 
charges. He has been banned for three matches and fined £400, but Ref Support 
UK have called for change.  
“This money will not go to the ref but will go to the FA or County FA. We call for 
fines in these cases and similar, are placed into a new referee benevolent fund,” 
the charity tweeted this morning. “There is no justification for making money out 
of ref abuse and assaults.” 
An Arsenal spokesperson said the Premier League club had taken “appropriate 
action” against Nichols, “suspending the coach immediately”, while he has been 
warned about his future conduct. 
 
The above was sent to me by Keith Hiller who added the following  
 
I have been appointed to a number of FA Academy matches at London Colney 
over the years and unless things have changed my experience was not a particu-
lar positive one. 
Firstly no one ever was present to 'meet and greet' and food was already left on 
a table for food after the match with tea and coffee.   The only time a home team 
representative came into the changing room was to give us green tops to wear to 
avoid a clash with the away team who were playing in an all black kit.  
I remember a Arsenal versus Chelsea match when Chelsea took an early 
lead.  The Arsenal manager used expletives towards the referee and I had to 
warn him to stop. 
Arsenal went onto to win and the Chelsea players were told by their manager to 
shake hands with the officials which they did.   Not one Arsenal player came over 
to us to say thanks or shake our hands.   
For the record I am not a Spurs fan but just hope the atmosphere is better nowa-
days.   I loved being appointed to the matches being able to witness future Pre-
mier players and their skills so closely.    
 

Keith Hiller 
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MURPHY’S MEANDERINGS 
 

SOMETIMES WHEN YOU’RE FEELING IMPORTANT 
   

Sometimes when you’re feeling important 
Sometimes when you’re egos in bloom 
Sometimes when you take it for granted 

You’re the best referee in the room 
 

Sometimes when you feel that your going 
Would leave an unfillable hole  
Just follow this simple instruction 
And see how it humbles your soul 

 
Take a bucket and fill it with water 
Put your hand in up to your wrist 

Pull it out and the hole that’s remaining 
Is a measure of how you’ll be missed 

 
You may splash all you wish when you enter 

You may stir up the water galore 
But stop and you’ll see in a minute 

That it looks just the same as before 
 

The moral in this quaint example 
Is to do just the best that you can 

Be proud of yourself- but remember 
There’s no indispensable man 

 

Reg Payne 
                                  ************************************************** 
 

Welcome to the new season. By the time you receive this magazine hopefully 
you will have been in training and are physically fit for the forthcoming season. 
 
What other preparations have you made for the new season? Have you read up 
on the law changes for next season and how they affect you? Have you studied 
league rules to check about substitutions, kick – off times, fees, travelling and 
mileage allowances or indeed any other thing that affects you as an official? Are 
there any changes you should be aware of? Are leagues now asking you to 
make reports or comments on any other aspects of the game? 
 
What about your kit? Does it still fit you? Have you checked it is still in good 
condition? Does it need repair and is there anything that needs replacing? Have 
any leagues requirements regarding your kit changed? Is it time to get a new 
pair of boots? Much better to do it now rather than waiting until just before your 
first game. Do you need new laces? Remember, if you feel and look good, it will 
give you extra confidence and who knows, maybe help you get those improved 
marks that will lead to promotion or a cup final at the end of the season. Good 
luck for the next season and remember, enjoy it. 
 

Tony Murphy 
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From whistles to watches, 

flags to record cards, shirts to 
socks, Callum’s got the lot. 

Help support the society and 
make sure you give Callum a 

call for all your refereeing needs   
 

 callumpeter@gmail.com     07951 425179 
 

Price List  
 

Score pads- £1.50 

Referee cards set- £1.50 

Referee cards- 50p each 

Pump- £3.50 

Pressure gage- £3.50 

Pump needle- £1.50 

Lanyards - £3 

Flags- £4.50 

Woking RA Polo Shirt - £12 

Woking RA Hoodie - £18 

Surrey FA badge- £4 

Referee socks- £2.50 

Various Donated Nike Referee Kit and Training Gear   
(make me an offer)  
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Adie’s Now Got Piles  
 
The first two weeks appointments are now complete and I have sent them out to 
the Referees. I will give it a couple of days before I announce them on the FT 
website and give the appointments to the clubs and assessors. Please keep your 
availability coming so that you are not disappointed if you are not allocated a fix-
ture. The first week of the SCILW and the G&WAFL have very few games but 
there are bound to be some requests for ‘friendlies’ so I may have some more 
matches to offer you. 
 
I have been inundated at work with questions concerning the VAR currently in 
use. The general consensus is that the persons sitting at the screens are taking 
away the authority of the Match Day Referee. I try to explain that VAR is now 
with us whether we like it or not. It is part of the game and is there to alleviate 
any discrepancies of disputed goals. After watching several games where the 
VAR has taken a decision and I have to admit it was correct to the Letter of the 
Law. I guess the arguments will go on until we are all used to it but with so much 
money tied up in the Premier League the decisions have to be 100% correct. I 
advise them if they want to see football as they remember it to come and watch 
some grass-roots games!! 
 
I have commenced work on my pile of logs and after two good sessions with the 
splitting maul have a sizeable stack outside the house. This exercise I find gets 
up a really good sweat. The only problem I find is the amount of resin that makes 
my hands very sticky. I have a good solvent to remove it and then a vigorous 
wash with some strong soap and water! So far I have only been splitting the logs, 
pretty soon I will have to get the trusty chainsaw out and make a real mess with 
the woodchips. I have a large dustsheet to collect it all (hopefully) so fingers 
crossed I will not get into trouble with my better half. 
 
We fulfilled our duty this month and had the mother-in-law to stay for a few days. 
Diane organised it so that I had gone back to work and was out of the way. She 
was not too bad this time. I think she had used up all the nasty comments on her 
other daughter’s offspring! Although, I did make sure that before I left each day 
for work I hid all the sharp knives. 
 
I notice that some of the trees are beginning to look a little tired – a sure sign that 
we are fast approaching the autumn season. Added to that the nights are getting 
longer and I am getting up for work in semi-darkness. For 
Diane it means going back to the school and a class of new 
children but for yours truly the start of another season of 
football. From my point of view it cannot come quickly 
enough! 
 
Enjoy your games and don’t forget to keep us Ref Secs up-
dated with your availability. 
 

Adie 
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Advice on the prevention of  
Stalking and Harassmentment  

 

Hamish Brown MBE 
 

Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector 
 

UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been 
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to: 

 
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject 

 
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com 

Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com 

Referees Wanted 
for the 

Farnham & District Sunday 
Veterans League 

 
 
 

If you are interested 
Please call 

 
Colin on 01252 328 953 

Or Linda on 01276 512 735 
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Willy the ‘Red Card’ Referee 

   ‘No contest’ 
 

       Match:                      Bath Alona -v- Rolling Bones F.C 
       League:                    Division Two - Sunday Park League (North) 
       Changing rooms:    After the match I shall Bath Alona   
       Sin bins:                   Should each team have a separate area or can  
     they share?  
 
This was my second fixture of the new season and all had gone well to date. 
Not even a red card to my name.  Will I lose my ‘red card’ nickname?  What will 
happen to my ‘red card’ reputation? 
 
It is still taking the player’s time to be familiar with the new laws but no surprise 
there. Forwards still seem hesitant to enter the opposing penalty area as soon 
as the goal kick has been taken and I have no idea why. 
 
Five minutes into the match and when two opponents challenged for the ball 
suddenly another ball emerged from the near-by pitch.  Both balls made contact 
and I immediately blew my whistle.  The restart was obviously a drop ball and 
there were the same two players eager and ready to contest the usual drop ball.  
‘Sorry guys.  The law has changed and there is no more contesting the drop 
ball.’ I told them. ‘I have to award the drop ball to the last team that played the 
ball. The nearest an opponent can stand is four and a half yards away. But 
please don’t expect me to pace that out for you as I do for the free kicks!’ 
 
Simultaneously they said ‘Really’. I don’t think that over the years that I have 
awarded that many drop balls but I shall miss them.  I explained the new proc-
ess to them and amazingly they accepted my explanation.  I have to admit I was 
impressed. 
 
A few minutes later as the Bones goal keeper made a save in his penalty area 
and without warning a dog run onto the pitch.  An ‘outside agent’ I thought to 
myself and I blew my whistle. The owner entered the pitch put a lead on the dog 
and apologised.  
 
The Bones defender told his goal keeper that he would deal with the drop ball 
but I had to inform them that with a drop ball in the penalty area only the goal 
keeper receive the ball.  The Bones felt that was unfair but again they accepted 
my explanation.  
 
This really emphasises the importance of knowing the ‘new’ laws as obviously I 
have proved that I do! 
 
As Bath Alona attacked the Rolling Bones goal the forward unleashed a goal 

bound shot.  The defender kept his arms down but spread them out. In other 

words he was in my opinion attempting to make his body larger. The ball hit the 

defenders arm 
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He was just outside of his penalty area so I blew my whistle and awarded a di-

rect free kick against him.  He shouted ‘No ref that’s ball to hand.  My arms were 

down and not in an unnatural position. 

 I told him to calm down and calmly explained that despite his arms being down 
by his side he had slightly raised them to make his body appear larger.  I told 
him he had time to lower his arms and therefore that was hand to ball or in this 
case arm to ball and not as he claimed ball to hand.   
 
The player continued to argue with me and despite his captain telling his own 
player to calm down I had no other option other than to produce a yellow card 
for dissent and tell the player he was being sin binned.  I was off and running 
with my first sin bin of the season…….good! Peace and quiet for the next ten 
minutes. 
 
Bath Alona scored from the resulting direct free kick and another Bones player 
showed dissent and duly followed his team mate into the sin bin.  At least he 
had company in there.  Have you noticed the players shout to come back onto 
the pitch claiming ten minutes have elapsed when in reality only five minutes 
have gone by.  I am amazed that players who are obviously not wearing 
watches have the ability to know the time. Maybe they can tell the time by the 
position of the sun. For the record it was a cloudy day with no sun in evidence.   
 

Toss the coin and everyone’s your friend 

It’s back to how it was with a choice or kick off or ends 

 A defensive wall of three players or more 

Opposing players can’t join the wall anymore 

So here’s the chance for you to say 

‘Opponents from the wall must be one metre away’   

For a substitution the player coming off leaves at the nearest boundary 

line 

Speeds up the game and that is fine. 
 
See you all soon, 
 

Willy ‘The Red Card ‘Ref 

• Listening to music is similar to eating sweets. The first thing that you do is 
get rid of the rapper. 

 
• My wife's been nagging me all morning to go and dig a deep shaft in the 

garden to obtain water. ……..She means well. 
 

• A Chinese drug addict came up to me and said "Have you seen my  
 cocaine?". I replied that I'd not seen him since he was in The Italian Job… 
 
• My mother in law keeps mislaying her Agatha Christie books. I think she’s 

losing her marples... 

You must be joking! 
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What Would You Do ?   - Answers to August Issue  
 

Question 1    During normal time, you have awarded a penalty kick to Blues. 
You confirm that number 10 is the kicker, but number 11 runs past him and 
kicks the ball into the goal. What would you do? 
 
Answer 1.  Disallow the goal. Caution the number 11 and restart with an indi-
rect free kick. 
 
Question 2.   You have asked a Blue player to leave 
the field of play to remove an earring. Without your 
permission, he runs back on to the pitch and reck-
lessly fouls a Red player near the half-way line. What 
would you do? 
 
Answer 2.  Stop play. Dismiss the Blue player (2 
cautions: entering FOP without your permission; 
reckless play). Restart with a direct free kick. 
 
Question 3.    You are refereeing on a park pitch on 
a Sunday morning. The ball is in play in the Blue 
penalty area. An old man and his dog walk on to the 
pitch and accidentally interfere with play. The Blue 
captain kicks the old man, using excessive force. 
What would you do? 
 
Answer 3.  Stop play. Dismiss the player for violent conduct. Restart play with 
a dropped ball. Report the incident to the authorities. 
 
Question 4.   The ball is in play. A Red defender is in his own penalty area. 
He picks up a lump of mud and throws it recklessly at a Blue substitute who is 
standing off the pitch next to the goal. What would you do? 
 
Answer 4.   Stop play. Caution the player for reckless play, and award a pen-
alty. Restart with a direct free kick at the nearest point, a penalty if this is 
within the offender's penalty area. 
 
Question 5.   You have already shown a yellow card to Blue number 10. A 
few minutes later, Blue number 10 is guilty of a reckless challenge on Red 
number 9, but number 9 stays on his feet and is in a good position so you de-
cide to play advantage. However, Red number 9's shot is caught by the goal-
keeper so play continues. The goalkeeper kicks the ball a long way, and Blue 
number 10 kicks the ball into the Red goal. What would you do? 
 
Answer 5.  
Disallow the goal. Dismiss the Blue number 10 (two cautions). Restart play 
with an indirect free kick. 
 
(Ed. These questions were set by PETER JONES for the County RA Quiz on 
20 Jan 2019) 
 
Courtesy of The Chiltern Referee 
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What Would You Do ?  
 
Question 1. During a substitution, a manager changes his 
mind about substituting a player, and wants to bring that 
substituted player back on again.  What would you do? 
 
Question 2.  The home side score two minutes into the 
second half. You give the goal, but as you go to record the 
scorer’s name, you realise to your horror, that the home 
side must have made a substitution at half time, and the 
sub is the scorer. What would you do? 
 
Question 3.  You have made a string of controversial de-
cisions. The home crowd is getting more and more upset with you, and start 
chanting, “You don’t know what you are doing”. After a prolonged period of 
chanting you become aware that all the coaching staff and players on the 
home bench are on their feet too, enthusiastically joining in. What would you 
do? 
 
Question 4.  A scuffed shot takes a wicked deflection off a pitch sprinkler noz-
zle which has somehow popped out of the ground just outside the goal area. 
The ball’s change of direction completely wrong foots the goalkeeper and the 
ball ends up flying into the net. What would you do? 
 
Question 5.  A Red attacker shoots and the ball bursts when it strikes the 
cross-bar and rolls onto the roof of the net. What would you do? 
 
Question 6.   You award a corner kick to Reds. When taking the corner kick, 
the Red player slips and kicks the ball only a few inches. He picks it up, places 
it again but then mis-kicks it over the goal line. What would you do? 
 
Question 7.  The Red goalkeeper attempts to release the ball with an over-
arm throw to a colleague. A Blue opponent, immediately in front of him, jumps 
causing the ball to hit the opponent’s head and drop between the two players. 
What would you do? 
 
 
(Ed. Questions 2-4 were taken from Keith Hackett & Paul Trevillion’s “You Are 
The Ref” column in the Observer.  
Questions 5-7 were taken from the Regional RAE Quiz, courtesy of Sid Harri-
son). 
 
The questions were first posed ten years ago. Part of your challenge is to as-
certain if any of the answers have changed since 2009 by virtue of changes in 
the laws.) 
 
 
Courtesy of The Chiltern Referee 



WARBLER REFERENCE GUIDE  
THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 
www.TheFA.com 

Wembley Stadium, Wembley, London HA9 0WS 
0800 169 1863 

FA Refereeing Department  
 National Managers 
“name”@theFA.com 

Neale Barry ; Head of Senior Referee Development  

Surrey County Football Association  
www.surreyfa.com 
 
Referee Development Officer 

Meadowbank Football Ground, Mill Lane, Dorking  
Surrey, RH4 1DX     01372 384190 
 
Tim Lawrence    01372 387094 

The Referees’ Association  
www.the-ra.org 
contact@the-ra.org 
Tel 024 7642 0360  

1c Bagshaw Close 
Ryton on Dunsmore 
Warwickshire 
CV8 3EX 

Surrey County Referees Association 
Honorary Secretary 

Brian Reader 01483 480651                                        
ramblingref@gmail.com 

Guildford & Woking Alliance League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911 
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk 

Surrey County Intermediate League 
(Western) Referees’ Secretary 

Adrian Freeman 01483 894351 / 07814 516911 
A.freeman@homecall.co.uk 

Suburban League  
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

 Dave Goater  
 dave.gosubrefs@outlook.com  

Combined Counties League 
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

Philip Nash 07951 415046 
assistantreferees@combinrdcountiesleague.co.uk 

Southern Youth League 
Assistant Referees’ Secretary 

Nick Clark 

Camberley & District Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

 Richard Harris 07708 813978 (m), 
 richard@harris-net.co.uk  

Surrey & Hants Border Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Bob Dick 07803 007233  
bobmdick@btinternet..com 

Farnham & District Sunday League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Colin Barnett 01252 328953 
cbarnett5978184@aol.com 

Surrey Youth League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Phil Greenhead 
(phil.greenhead@wsyl.org.uk or referees@wsyl.org.uk) 

Surrey Primary League 
Referees Secretary 

Tim Wilson / Mo Sher 
referees@surreyprimaryleague.com 

Middlesex County FA 
Www.middlesexFA.com 
 
Hampshire County FA 
Www.hampshireFA.com 
 
Berks and Bucks County FA 
Www.berksandbucksFA.com 
 
London FA 
Www.londonFA.com 

39/41 Roxborough Rd Harrow,  
Middlesex, HA1 1NS  0208 515 1919 
 
Winklebury Football Complex, Winklebury Way 
Basingstoke, RG23 8BF  01256 853000 
 
 
1,  Kimber Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1SG 
  Tel: 01235 558450 
 
11, Hurlingham Business Park, Sulivan Rd Fulham 
London SW6 3DU   0870 774 3010 

Surrey Elite Intermediate Football League 
Referees’ Secretary 

Richard Brum  07956 185602 
 richard.brum@sky.com  
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