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The October meeting  will be on  
Monday 4th October 2021 

The deadline for the September Warbler is 
Friday 24th September  

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the  
Society or its’  Committee  

Meadow Sports Football Club 
Loop Rd Playing Fields, Loop Rd, Kingfield, Woking 

Surrey GU22 9BQ 
 

 

                       Agenda  
 

                         8pm Welcome 
                         ********* 

                         Guest Speaker 

Jonty Bolland  

*********        

 Centenary Club Raffle    

 ********* 

Society Business 

******** 
10pm Close  
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Hi Everyone 
 
Welcome to September’s Warbler. 
 
There was a good turnout for “Rocket” Ron Clarkson at his funeral in August  
and many thanks to Tony Loveridge and Colin Barnett for representing Woking 
Society. I hear that there were many hours of stories regarding Ron during the 
service and beyond and we should remember him fondly for the excellent exam-
ple he set to us all. 
 
We had a good start to our season at Woking RS with more than 25+ members 
(old and new) appearing at Meadow Sports FC for our first meeting. Many thanks 
go to Gareth Heighes for his excellent presentation and video clips surrounding 
the new IFAB Laws of the Game for season 21/22 and also to all the members 
present for their interaction and enthusiasm throughout the evening – it was 
great to be back in person!! 
 
We’ve now got our guest speaker line-up sorted for the first half/remainder of the 
year. September’s meeting will soon be upon us, and I’m delighted to announce 
that our guest for this will be none other than our very own Jonty Bolland. He will 
be making his debut as guest speaker with his presentation being around 
“Presence”, interspersed with some clips as well. There’s more on Jonty and his 
background deeper within this edition. 
 
We then look forward to welcoming the Tims’, Lawrence & Robinson, in October 
and November respectively before adjourning to Hoebridge Golf Club for our 
(now legendary) Xmas meal – look out on email and social media for more info 
on all these events in the coming few weeks. 
 
I’m writing this just a day or so after the announcement from Surrey FA that 
Chairman Les Pharo has decided to step down a few months early from his 
planned retirement. On behalf of Woking Society, I’d like to thank Les for all his 
work for football within Surrey. 
 
Hopefully you’re all back into football in one way or another – whether that be 
officiating, observing, coaching/mentoring, or watching? Whatever it is that 
you’re choosing to do, I hope you’re enjoying it and feeling good that football is 
back!! 
Whilst you’re out there, don’t forget to feedback to Dean Banks on anything posi-
tive that you’ve seen, especially if it involves one of our members. The social me-
dia presence of the society is increasing all the time so please continue to let 
Dean know of appointments, amusing stories, video clips for discussion etc – it’s 
another way that we can all get news and learn so please do your bit!! 
 
We’ve also had a very generous donation from Garry Hodgkinson, an ex-L4 refe-
ree who some of you will know from being on the circuit. Garry has very kindly 
donated his Touchline Buzzer Flags to our society. 
As a committee, we had some positive conversations around this last week and 
we’ll be letting you know very soon how we intend to offer them around our 
members for use. Thank you, Garry. This is a fantastic gesture and we will en-
sure your flags are looked after and put to good use. 
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I started refereeing at 14 before moving into open-age foot-
ball at 16 down in Somerset. I moved to Surrey in 2013 for 
University and after graduating in 2017 decided I liked it 
here and decided to stay.  
 During those years, I got promoted to Level 4 before be-
coming a Level 3 referee 3 years later in 2018. 
 Covid has disrupted 2 of my 3 seasons as a 3, but I’m look-
ing forward to a full season this year.  In 2020, I was pro-
moted as an Assistant Referee to the 
National League Premier 
   
My presentation focuses on ‘Presence’ as a vital tool to de-
velop and maintain match control - something I learned very 
quickly during my first few games as a level 3!  
 

Jonty 

Several bits of positive news regarding the Society came through in the last 
month, namely around lots of our members being appointed to FA games (Cup 
& Youth Cup). These are superb appointments to receive and I’m sure 
(hoping?!!) that you’ve all let Mac know so our “Plums” section will be full to 
bursting elsewhere within this edition. 
 
Please make sure September 6th 8pm is in your diary for our next society 
meeting – it’s sure to be a great evening so please come along and support 
Jonty, your society, and Meadow Sports. 
 
As always, if you want to chat anything through relating to games you’ve seen 
or officiated in then you know where I am – it’s ALWAYS 
good to talk and if something hasn’t gone quite right/
according to plan then we have a brilliant bond as a soci-
ety so please pick up the phone or switch on your com-
puter and get in touch – we’re here to help. 
 
Finally, welcome to all our new members, we hope 
you’ve been made to feel welcome already and we’re 
looking forward to seeing you for September’s meeting. 
 
Enjoy your games and see you on the 6th September. 
 

Andy 
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2020/21 Membership 

As at September 1st   

57 Full Members 

11 Friends 

2 Affiliate Member 

7 Members have not yet  
renewed 

2021 Current Status  

General £2256.96 

Supplies £150.95 

Belgium £0.00 

Training Fund £181.97 

Centenary Fund (formerly 
Youth Fund) 

£1090.28 

Total £3,680.16 

 
The August winners were 

 
Mac McBirnie   £46.90 
Tom Jackson  £20.10 

 

♦ We are pleased to give a warm Woking welcome to our new members  
 Pat Nixon and Steve Hawkes. We wish you a long and fruitful association 
 with Woking Referees’ Society. 
 
♦ A reminder that Dean Banks is our “Social Media Mogul”  If you have any-

thing you’d like Dean to post then please contact him at  
 deanbanks2005@hotmail.com or phone/whatsap  07775516007. 
 
 

There are 7 members that still need to renew. You still have time to renew before 
your National RA membership lapses and you can renew by sending your pay-
ment to the society bank account and sending your form to me by email. Alterna-
tively, you can pay in person at the September meeting. 
I will be contacting those that have not renewed directly, either by email or 
WhatsApp. 

         Bryan Jackson 
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FA Cup Prelim round replay 
 
Sutton Common Rovers v Steyning Town 

Assistant referee : Neil Keirs 

 
FA Vase first round qualifying 
 
Sheerwater vs Roman Glass St George 
Referee - Del Laing 
 
Camberley Town vs Long Crendon 
Asst Referee - Josh Mugridge 
 
Frimley Green vs Shrivenham 
Asst Referee - Erno Vajda 
 
Banstead Athletic vs Horley Town 
Referee - William Douglas 
 
Billingshurst vs Forest Hill Park 
Asst Referee - Morgan Hamilton 
 
Farnham Town vs Warminster Town 
Asst Referee - Pat Nixon  

 
FA Youth cup preliminary round 
 
Chessington & Hook United vs Hastings United 
Referee - William Douglas 
 
South Park vs Kingstonian 
Referee - Neil Keirs 
Asst Referee - Max van den Berg 
 
Ash United vs Redhill 
Referee - Callum Peter 
 
Three Bridges vs Chertsey Town 
Asst Referee - Dean Banks 
 
Godalming Town vs Chichester City 
Referee - Declan Wyatt 
 
Westfield vs Carshalton Athletic 
Asst Referee - Erno Vajda 
 
Alton vs Andover Town 
Asst Referee - Josh Mugridge 
 

 
Montpelier Villa vs Billingshurst 
Referee - Morgan Hamilton 
 
Camberley Town vs Hungerford Town 
Asst Referee - Dan Skilton 
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Woking Referees Society August 2021 Meeting Minutes 
 

After a long wait to be back together again Chairman Andy Bennett welcomed 
over 20 members to Meadow Sports for the first Woking Referee’s society 
meeting in person since the start of 2020. Andy thanked members for their par-
ticipation in the zoom meetings and acknowledged that Woking Referee Soci-
ety is such a successful RA because of the members and their participation.  
 
Before the main agenda item the members paid their respects to Ron Clarkson 
with a minutes silence to mark Ron’s sad passing. 
 
To prepare for the start of the new football season the main agenda item was a 
review of the new IFAB Laws of the Game for 2021-22 presented by our own 
Gareth Heighes. Gareth is one of only 5 Referee Development Officers for 
Surrey FA so we are fortunate to have him as a member. 
 
Gareth shared the key law changes applicable for us out in the middle: 
 
Law 1.10 - The goal posts and crossbar must be the same shape. 
The goalposts and crossbar can be any shape but they must match and be the 
same shape as each other. 
 
Law 7.3  - Allowance for Time Lost 
Allowance is made by the referee in each half for all playing time lost in that 
half through: 
Substitutions 

Assessment and/or removal of injured players 

Wasting time 

Disciplinary sanctions 

Medical stoppages permitted by competition rules 

Any other cause, including significant delay to a restart (e.g. goal celebrations) 

Law 11 – Offside 
Offside position – inclusion of the Law 12 definition of where the arm ends 
(bottom of the armpit) for the purposes of determining an offside/onside posi-
tion.   [This is probably one for VAR!] 
 
Law 12 – Fouls and Misconduct, Handling the Ball 
Not every touch of a player’s hand/arm with the ball is an offence. 
It is an offence if a player: 
Touches the ball with their hand/arm when it has made their body unnaturally 

bigger. A player is considered to have made their body unnaturally bigger 

when the position of their hand/arm is not a consequence of, or justifiable by, 

the player’s body movement for that specific situation. By having their hand/

arm in such a position the player takes a risk of their hand/arm being hit by the 

ball and being penalised. 

The handball rule regarding accidental handball in the build up to a goal has 

been removed and to illustrate this Gareth shared of clip of a match between 

Chelsea V Ajax that caused much discussion. 
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Law 12 Fouls and Misconduct, Indirect Free kick for using a ‘trick’ 
The offence of using a trick to circumvent the Law against the goalkeeper han-
dling the ball from a deliberate kick from a team mate applies at goal kicks. The 
instigator is cautioned (YC). 
An indirect free kick is awarded if a player initiates a deliberate trick for the ball to 
be passed (including from a free kick or goal kick) to the goalkeeper with the 
head, chest, knee etc. to circumvent law, whether or not the goalkeeper touches 
the ball with their hands. The goalkeeper is penalised if responsible for initiating 
the deliberate trick. 
Much debate was had over how to tell if it was a deliberate action and whether, 

from a goal kick it is the goalkeeper who ‘initiates’ the deliberate trick or the de-

fender who passes the ball back to the keeper with the head, chest or knee. One 

for us all to get used to out in the middle! 

A question was asked regarding ‘Concussion substitutes’ and Gareth confirmed 
that these have not been added into Law but may be included within League or 
Competition Rules. A good reminder to check before games what the league or 
competition rules are so you don’t get caught out. 
Gareth did a fantastic job sharing the Law changes and received a rapturous 
round of applause from the members to show their appreciation. 
 
After a short break to gather refreshments and catch up the agenda moved on to 
Society Business, starting with the important presentation of the Woking Society 
Chairman’s Cup. The Chairman, Andy Bennett, announced Gareth Heighes as 
the much deserved recipient of the award for his dedication to training new refe-
rees as the Society training officer and being one of only 5 referee tutors for Sur-
rey FA (a role he had to reapply for). Well done Gareth! 
 
We moved on to the Centenary Club draw with Mac and Tom winning the prizes 
for this month. The Chairman took the time to thank Jacko for all of his efforts in 
organising the Centenary Club and reminded members that the money raised is 
going towards Centenary celebrations in 2027, with the aim to raise between 
£4,000-£5,000 so we can celebrate in style. 
 
The Chairman also thanked Will Siegmund for his role as Social Media Lead. 
Will is studying in Southampton and we wish him all the best for his studies. 
Dean Banks has agreed to act as our Social Media Lead moving forward. Dean 
is very familiar with Facebook, Instagram and Twitter and has already got off to a 
great start with a number of posts. Dean is aiming to submit a post per week so 
please keep your positive news and interesting content coming through to him.  
 
Following on from the Society business, Andy  shared a couple of recent clips for 

discussion. The first was Jersey Bulls Vs Horsham YMCA,  where the result was 

10-1 following the goalkeeper being sent off for Denying an Obvious Goal Scor-

ing Opportunity (DOGSO) with a Handball. With an attacking player approach-

ing, the goalkeeper had stepped outside of his area and gathered up the ball. 

Members discussed the criteria for DOGSO in terms of Direction of play, Dis-

tance from the goal, number of Defenders and Control of the ball; and also dis-

cussed the alternative option available to the referee - issuing a caution for un-

sporting behaviour for a deliberate handball, with the majority of the members 

going with the alternative option of issuing a caution.     
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The second clip of Dunstable Town Vs MK Irish looked at another potential 

DOGSO scenario for a trip on an attacker. Members discussed the options avail-

able to them – was it just a trip and a free kick, a caution for Stopping a Promis-

ing Attack (SPA) or a Red-Card for DOGSO? There was plenty of light-hearted 

discussion and debate but sadly time passed on too quickly and the meeting had 

to be drawn to an end before consensus was reached.  
 
The Chairman wrapped up the meeting thanking all the members for their partici-

pation and Meadow Sports for their hospitality. The meeting closed at 10.10pm 
 
It was good to be back and we look forward to the next meeting on Monday 6th 

September. 

         Jackie Bisley 

Above : Andy presents Gareth with the Chairman’s Cup for his outstanding con-
tribution as Training Officer and a bottle of wine for his excellent presentation.  
Below : An attentive audience as Andy presents match clips for discussion.  



The Warbler                                                                The Magazine of the Woking Referees’ Society 

11 

IFAB's latest handball law: clarification or climbdown? 
 

The International FA Board (IFAB) met on 5 March to discuss law amendments 
for the coming season; the most notable law change concerns the handball law 
which has now been amended for the third time in as many seasons. IFAB dis-
play a misplaced sense of humour by labelling this law change as a 'clarification/ 
and by their explanation of the reason for the change i.e. because "... the inter-
pretation of handball incidents has not always been consistent due to incorrect 
applications of the Law."  
 
IFAB should perhaps show a little more humility: the reason why referees have 
struggled to apply the handball law over the past two seasons is because it has 
become increasingly incoherent. If you need to change a law three times in as 
many seasons then it is obviously a very bad law! 
 
Accidental handball by a player which results in him scoring a goal remains an 
offence, however if the ball is accidentally handled in the build-up to a goal by a 
player who is not the goal scorer then the pre-2019/20 position applies.  
 
The surreal question of whether a player's arms are in a 'natural position/ irre-
spective of the realities of biomechanics, has also been consigned to the dustbin 
of bad football laws. IFAB has now explained that you should only penalise a 
player who deliberately makes himself 'unnaturally bigger/ i.e. the result of IFAB's 
'clarification' is to return this part of the handball to the pre- 2019/20 position.  
 
The French say it best: 'plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose (the more 
things change, the more they stay the same)!' 
 
The other law change which has caught my eye is the extension of the notion of 
the so-called 'T-shirt line' in determining whether a player is in an offside position. 
The 'T-shirt line' is an example of mission creep by VAR. The size of a football's 
circumference is such that it is very difficult for referees to determine whether the 
ball has struck above or below the 'T-shirt line' even with the assistance of VAR; I 
am therefore uncomfortable about the extension of this concept to the already 
fraught offside law.  
 
There is also a larger issue which was well articulated by the Fulham manager, 
Scott Parker, after their recent match against Spurs: "We're trying to make the 
game so pure and sterile and trying to control every single moment to an abso-
lute tee...what you want to see is goals, excitement and I'm sorry to say that VAR 
is killing every bit of it" IFAB would do well to heed these wise words. 
 
Chukwuma Uju  writing in the AFA Argus  
 
                      *******************************************      

A Letter to the Times  
 
"Around the year 1875, the crossbar height on football goals was set at 8ft and 
the average man was 5ft 5in tall. He is now 5ft 11in tall in Europe, so the bar is 
effectively 6in lower than 150 years ago. Surely, a common sense way of mini-
mising penalty shoot-outs would be to raise the crossbar." 
 
      Courtesy of The Chiltern Referee 
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Hi Mac 
 

Greetings from the south coast. 
 
I was watching an old TV football programme recently entitled 'The Big Match 
Revisited' that some of the older members might remember. It was introduced by 
Brian Moore, many years before the current current live and slick TV coverage 
and the highlights went out on a Sunday afternoon of a game the previous after-
noon. That and BBC Match of the Day was it at that time!  
 
The match I saw was from 1974, in the Second Division (now the Championship) 
that featured Leyton Orient playing the recently relegated Manchester United 
(which United won one nil). It was four minutes from time when the 'linesman' 
went off injured and with no fourth official an announcement was made if there 
was a qualified referee in the crowd to take over! The person who did this was 
introduced as Cedge Gregory from Woking. Could this be the same one? 
 
Hamish Brown  
 
Ed . Do any of our members know if it was indeed our own late Cedge Gregory ? 
 
    *************************************** 

 Hi Mac  
 
You certainly weren't the only one shouting 'please don't pass the ball back 
again.' My wife sat down with me to watch one match and at halftime, she got up 
and said, 'I'm going to watch something else upstairs, this is too boring', and as 
usual, she was right.  
I have always enjoyed the Rugby Sevens and am surprised it doesn't get more 
coverage, The New Zealand girl was terrific.  
Tim's mention that the new training course containing 2 law errors, reminds me 
of an earlier change when I was still a tutor. I discovered a number of errors in 
laws and when I wrote to the FA to point them out, did they thank me for saving 
them embarrassment?  They said 'IF there are errors they will be corrected.' I 
also sat in at a referees Futsal course where the tutors gave three incorrect an-
swers on the laws. My newspaper column for next week is about referees getting 
the changes wrong. Mind you with well over 100 in three seasons it's hardly sur-
prising some get them wrong.  
Great article from the Sheffield magazine. I've been thinking of something similar 
for some time based on my Wolf Cub promise, 'I promise to do my best,' which I 
think could be the referees' promise.  
 
Dick Sawden Smith 
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Hi Mac, 
 
Recently my son received a parcel from eBay that included screwed up newspa-
per as packaging. When unpacked he noticed the paper was from 1952!  He 
sent me a match report from the sports pages regarding our team Pompey beat-
ing Fulham 4 - 0. Along side was an editorial piece that, given recent controversy 
over booing, might be of interest to others, that I've copied exactly below: 
 
Kind regards 
 
Peter Guest 
 
Sunday Express 17 February 1952 
Sportsmen No More 
 
Is British sportsmanship on the wane? We are rightly admired for our standards 
of fair play, but there are some unsavoury facts to ponder - 
 
A spectator attacked the referee after a League match at Chelsea. 
 
Booing is on the increase.  Boo-boys have been particularly busy at Twicken-
ham, Fulham, Highbury and Coventry.  Rugby as well as Soccer suffers. 
 
The slow clap broke out again at Harringay while Turpin was fighting Buxton. 
 
In a county Rugger game one player grabbed another and delivered a series of 
vicious rabbit punches. 
 
Soccer still has its quota of "greensward gangsters" who deliberately bring the 
boot over the ball with the intention of crippling a player. 
 
Maybe it's just a temporary outbreak of ill-temper, or are we getting 
worse?  What do you think? 
 
    ********************************** 

Hi Mac, 
The article by our Chris Proud which you used in the August Warbler, I told 
Chris and here is his reply. 
 
Regards, 
 
Keith Hiller 
 
WOW! fame at last, joking aside I used to love refereeing Woking FC, great 
pitch, great crowd you could have some good banter with them, even though 
the assessors didn’t like it, I did, and the team were always a good team to refe-
ree. 
 
Chris  Proud 
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The article by Nick Hall on page 18 regarding flexible diagonals reminded me of 
my last game before lockdown.  
 You know you’re in for a difficult one when on meeting the manager of the home 
team he says “Ref, just to warn you we played this lot the other week and their 
manager runs the line and he’s a cheat” I say something along the lines that I 
don’t ever pre-judge players or club assistants and always take each game as it 
comes—or some such waffle.  
It then transpires that I know the manager of the opposing team quite well, he 
being a past chairman of a league. I even remember refereeing his U14s team 
many years previously. He also remembers me and greets me warmly.  
So the game starts and sure enough the home team payers are soon moaning to 
me about the A/R. I remind them that I’m the one with the whistle and I’m happy 
with the decisions he’s making.  
I then over hear the said A/R instructing his players so I go over and ask him not 
to.  A short while later the home team centre forward says to me that the A/R 
swore at him. I don't actually believe this and tell him that unless I hear some-
thing myself I’m not prepared to do anything.  
Second half and our A/R is now on the same side of the pitch as the home team 
manager and subs’, plus a few home supporters. Needless to say they start giv-
ing the poor guy grief and I move the home team manager and subs down the 
pitch from behind the A/R, there not being any technical areas, and warn them to 
behave or I will be reporting them.  
Of course being on a public park I can’t do much about the few spectators and I 
can’t hear all of which is going on.  
After the game the A/R / Manager complains to me about the treatment he has 
had, This is when I realise what I should have done for the second half. And that 
is swap the linesmen to right backs and amended my diagonal. Actually my di-
agonal does tend to be more of a straight line down the middle (so I’m told)  so it 
wouldn’t have made much difference apart from remembering to look left instead 
of right for the linesmen. This would have meant that the home team subs and 
supporters would have had to shout across the pitch, which I would have heard 
and possibly been able to so something about. What would you have done dear 
readers?  
I did also suggest at half time that the manager might like to find another lines-
man rather than himself but he said he had no one else.  
As I mentioned above, this was my last game before lockdown and due to the 
pandemic, self preservation and a gammy foot, I’ve not 
reffed a game since. My foot is still bad after nearly 6 
months but I’m due an MRI scan in early September so 
hopefully they might find what’s going on.  
 
Has anyone else noticed, particularly in the Euros, just 
how long the goalkeepers are holding onto the ball? 
What’s happened to the 6 second law? I was counting 
over 20 seconds on occasions. One rule for the rich, an-
other one for the poor I reckon.       

        Mac  
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MURPHY’S MEANDERINGS 
 
It was 4pm on a very hot and sticky Sunday afternoon and I was sitting on a boat 
cruising down the Amazon river in the Peruvian rainforest. All around were trees 
and the noise of birds singing. Then, in the distance, I heard a lot of shouting and 
as I looked round, I could see a football match being played in a clearing just be-
hind the far bank of the river between two teams, one in yellow and one in red. 
 
Surprised, I pointed it out to the guide. “Football is THE National sport in Peru. 
Everywhere it is played by both men and women. Out here, every village has a 
school and next to the school is a football pitch. Every village has a football team 
which plays in an area league. The winners of each area play other area winners 
and then against teams in towns like Iquitos.” (I was told that local villages could 
have a population of between 100 and 1000 people. Iquitos was a big town in the 
Rainforest and had a population of around 500,000 people.) “The football match 
is THE big occasion.” 
 
A few days later we stopped at a village of around 140 people and I was able to 
“inspect” their pitch. It was about minimum size running parallel with the river with 
a broad band of banana trees in between. It was very uneven, and the grass was 
quite long. It had a big dip in the middle and there were no markings. At each end 
there were the goalposts, not in direct line, made of tree branches tied together. 
Further back behind the pitch there was another goal, also made with tree 
branches which I was told was for the children. Two boys were kicking about in 
the goal with a tennis ball. Nothing changes, I thought. I was told that they 
marked the pitch with sand which was washed away as soon as it rained. I didn’t 
get chance to ask what happened if it rained during a game. There again, when it 
rains, it really rains, and you can’t see your hand in front of your face. The referee 
was supplied by the home village and was not paid but, you’ve guessed it, did it 
for the love of the game. Children of young ages usually played in bare feet, but 
everybody else played in proper football boots. 
 
There were lots of other questions I wanted to ask but it was obvious that the 
guide was getting fed up and felt he’d spent enough time on the subject because 
he went on, “Why all the questions about football? The game is serious, yes, but 
you miss the point. IT IS THE SOCIAL OCCASION OF THE WEEK. Everybody 
comes to watch, and it is the only time in the week when boys and girls from dif-
ferent villages get to meet each other, form relationships, and find their partners. 
Where people can come and discuss their problems. That is WHY the football 
match is important.”  
 
As we walked along the front in Lima, there were many small-sided hard surface 
football pitches on the beach. It was in the middle of the day, yet they were con-
tinually in use and when one game finished another immediately started. All the 
time there were crowds of people standing around watching. Many channels on 
our Hotel TV were totally dedicated to football and it seemed that over a weekend 
it was possible to watch a live football match from early Saturday morning to late 
Sunday night from all over the world. There was even a programme, it looked like 
FIFA training films, on refereeing. Football is certainly THE sport in Peru and as, 
the guide said, THE SOCIAL OCCASION. OF THE WEEK.  
 

     Tony Murphy 
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How to manage nerves and anxiety as you return to 
the middle 

 

For some people the thought of returning to the middle after the summer 
break can lead to stress, anxiety, and nervousness. If you’re feeling this way 
try these tips and strategies to help you manage those feelings. 

 
Be Ready. Prepare yourself by making sure you have 
the right kit – do you need more score cards, does your 
watch need a new battery or do your boots need a bit of 
a clean? Make sure you are familiar with the latest Law 
amends by updating your IFAB app and checking 
through the amendments. Are there any areas of Law 
you need to brush up on?  

 
Make sure you are physically ready. Go out for a run 
adding in some sprints to check your fitness levels, get 
a good amount of sleep, eat healthily and ensure you 
are properly hydrated. 

 
 
 

Practice. Run through your signals and give your whis-
tle a blow. Think about your pre-match routine and how 
you are going to greet the teams on your first match 
back. 
 

 
One step at a time. If you’re feeling nervous ease your 
way back into games starting at a lower level if you 
need to. Pre-season friendlies or youth games are an 
ideal way to ease back in.  

 
 

Support. Talk to other referees to get advice and sup-
port before your first game. Remember you can always 
reach out to the Woking Society Committee Members if 
you need some help.  

 
 

Breathe. Use breathing techniques - for example: 
breathe in slowly, deeply and gently through your nose 
counting to five, then breathe out slowly, deeply and 
gently through your mouth. It may help to close your 
eyes so you can focus on your breathing. 
 

     Thanks to Jackie Bisley  
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The Flexible Diagonal  
Over the last four seasons, I have been very busy as a linesman on the Vaux-hall-
Opel League, as well as receiving lining appointments from the FA from time to 
time. 
 
Of the thirty or so games per season for which I have been a linesman during this 
period, I would estimate that about seventy five per cent of referees have operated 
with their linesmen on the right wings, (hereinafter referred to as ref-erees' 'lefts') 
about twenty per cent have operated with their linesmen on the left wings, 
(referees' 'rights') and, generously, five per cent have changed diagonals at half 
time ('lefts/rights' or 'rights/lefts'). 
 
I believe that although there is nothing fundamentally wrong with operating lefts as 
most referees seem to do, and is indeed a FIFA directive in international competi-
tions, a more flexible approach would benefit us. I have often heard state-ments 
from colleagues such as 'I tried changing my diagonal last Sunday but it didn't 
work,' 'or I just cannot do rights.' 
 
Does this mean that you will wade (backwards at times) through a wide and heavy 
patch of ground on your diagonal rather than change? Does this mean you choose 
to run in a line looking at the sun? Does this mean that you subject your linesmen 
to a channel of water and sand on their touchlines? And does this mean that one 
linesman has to endure the comments of the dug-outs for the entire dura-tion of 
the game? 
 
At the end of the 1986/87 season. I was very pleased to accept an appointment to 
be a linesman in Steve Sherwood's testimonial match Watford versus Hearts (not 
Herts!) at Vicarage Road. 
 
Brian Hill was the referee and he asked Geoff Fellows and me to take up left-
wingers in the first half and right-wingers in the second half (i.e. rights/lefts). I had 
the Watford attackers in the first half and on more than one occasion, I noticed 
that the Hearts defenders were appealing for offside by turning to the crowd on the 
far side of the field! 
 
The apparent disorientation was not due to a long and 'liquid' journey from 
Edinburgh, but to their inability to cope with the fact that I was on the 'wrong' side 
of the field. In Scotland, and in Europe of course, referees operate lefts! In the 
second half when the referee changed his diagonal, this problem was solved. 
 
I also recall a colleague saying that he once received a 'plum' FA appointment at 
Dagenham which attracted a large crowd that included a sizeable and noisy group 
of away team supporters. As the three officials walked out at the start of the game, 
the referee noticed that the away fans had all congregated in a covered part of the 
ground, behind the half of the touchline to be patrolled by our colleague. The refe-
ree immediately instructed his linesmen to operate on the alternative di-agonals to 
avoid the distraction. 
 
I hope that these examples encourage you to be flexible in the choice of a diago-
nal to operate, but what advantages are there to changing during the game? Pri-
marily, it enables the referee and linesmen to literally see the game from the other 
side. The referee needs no longer be bothered about the persistent moaner who 
he is almost obliged to pass every so often. 
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Positioning at corners and at free kicks has automatic variation and he can get 
close to the little battle that number 2 and number 11 are having. A change of di-
agonal also enables the linesmen to patrol both sides of the field and to run 
alongside a new part of the touchline. 
 
I believe that the flexible diagonal approach is an important aspect of referee-ing. 
I cannot accept the argument that referees are unable to perform at the same 
level patrolling both diagonals. Of course this is not an easy task. An experienced 
referee cannot expect to be entirely comfortable operating a new diagonal after a 
long period restricted to his chosen one. Less experienced colleagues should 
guard against allowing a change of diagonal distracting them from their other 
refereeing duties. 
 
As you will guess if you do not already know, I operate both diagonals, usually in 
the same game. I feel that my choice adds more to my game than it detracts.  
 
Please, therefore, experiment and give the flexible diagonal a real chance! 
 

Nick Hall  Writing in the 2nd Readers Digest June 1994  
 
Ed  . Do any of our members  regularly operate on alternate lines or diagonals? 
 
    **************************************** 
 
 
Strathspey Thistle: Highland League side who achieved highest finish 
without playing, found in the ‘I’ with additional information from BBC 
Sport:  And spotted in The Chiltern Referee. 
 
A Scottish football team recorded its highest ever league finish despite not 
playing a single game, after last season was curtailed by the pandemic. 
Highland League team Strathspey Thistle finished in 11th place because 
five other teams had already played and lost, harming their goal difference. 
 
The League was halted in January, with leaders Brora Rangers being de-
clared champions despite only playing 3 games. It meant Strathspey's 
players found themselves in the strange position of celebrating setting a 
club record although they never set foot on a pitch. "There were a few 
jokes going around about being the 'the invincibles' and going unbeaten, 
but the season was an absolute travesty," the team's captain James 
McShane told the BBC. His grandfather Donley McLeaod, who is also club 
chairman, said he was worried the pandemic could similarly disrupt this 
season. 
 

The unpredictable nature of the coronavirus pandemic meant the Highland 
League was halted in January with league leaders Brora Rangers having 
played just three games. But, rather than ruling the season null and void, it 
was decided that Brora would be named champions to give them a chance 
of achieving promotion to the SPFL - something their league-winning cam-
paign the season prior failed to merit. 
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♦ This afternoon, there will be a meeting in the south and north ends of the 

church. Children will be baptized at both ends. 
 
♦ Tuesday at 4 pm there will be an ice cream social. All ladies giving milk, 

please come early. 
 
♦ Wednesday the ladies liturgy society will meet. Mr.Johnson will sing, "Put me 

in my little bed," accompanied by the pastor. 
 
♦ Thursday at 5 p.m. there will be a meeting of the little mothers club. All ladies 

wishing to be little mothers please meet with pastor in his study. 
 
♦ The service will close with "Little Drops of Water." One of the ladies will start 

quietly and the rest of the congregation will join in. 
 
♦ On Sunday, a special collection will be taken to defray the expenses of the 

new carpet. All those wishing to do something on the new carpet, come for-
ward and get a piece of paper. 

 
♦ The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of every kind and they may be 

seen in the church basement on Friday afternoon. 
 
♦ A bean supper will be held on Saturday evening in the church basement. 

Music will follow. 
 
♦ The rosebud on the altar this morning is to announce the birth of David Alan 

Belzer, the sin of Rev. and Mrs.Julius Belzer. 
 
♦ Tonight's sermon: What is Hell? Come early and listen to our choir practice. 
 
♦ For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery 

downstairs. 
 
♦ Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and community. 
 
♦ Potluck supper. Prayer and medication 

to follow. 
 
♦ Don't let worry kill you off - Let the 

church help. 
 
 
The above were submitted by Hamish  

Church Notices  
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EURO 2020’s BIGGEST DECISION 
 

Few will disagree I feel that EURO 2020 was an excellent 
tournament, exceptionally well refereed. Great credit is due to 
Roberto Rosetti the former Italian referee and now Chairman 
of the UEFA referees’ committee, who was responsible for the 
pre-tournament training of Referees, Assistants and VARs, 
which paid great dividends.  
 
No football tournament of that size is going to escape without some controversy. 
Possibly the most prominent was the extra time penalty awarded by referee 
Danny Makkelie, in the England v Denmark semi-final when Raheem Sterling of 
all people, finished up on the ground in the Danish penalty area. After the game, 
Arsene Venger gave voice to much criticism of the referee. He was adamant that 
it was not a penalty. I’m sure we all recall his reputation on fouls when he was 
manager of Arsenal. If the foul or supposed foul was against an Arsenal player 
he saw it perfectly, but if it was by an Arsenal player, then he couldn’t see from 
his position. On this occasion it was of course after viewing the replays of the in-
cident. Since leaving Arsenal he has been appointed FIFA Director of Global 
Football Development, and my question is. does his terms of office, include go-
ing around the world criticising referees. 
 
Roberto Rosetti’s view was entirely different after perusal of presumably the 
same replays as Venger. He insisted that the Denmark defender, Joakim 
Maehle, made no attempt to play the ball and he showed a freeze frame of 
Maehle’s leg in contact with Sterling’s. It made me stop for a moment to wonder 
that if Maehle had made no attempt to play the ball but had missed Sterling’s leg, 
could he still have been penalised. I guess the answer Is yes because this law 
has one of those ‘add-ons’ that sometimes get forgotten, ‘ a direct free kick Is 
awarded if a player trips or attempts to trip…’ I find this slightly odd. We are told 
that we shouldn’t  consider intent of a tackle, it’s the consequences that matter, 
and yet we have to consider an (intended) attempt to trip an opponent. 
 
But let’s forget that and turn to the other person involved in this incident, Pol Van 
Boekel the VAR. He has borne some of the criticism in this incident from detrac-
tors who feel he should have suggested to the referee that he view the monitor.  
Van Boekel is reported to have said that he thought the penalty was harsh, de-
spite admitting he saw clear contact between defender and attacker, Neverthe-
less, he wondered what the outcome would have been had he intervened.   
 
I find this intriguing. If a VAR feels a little uneasy over a decision , should he ask 
the referee to have a look at the monitor? I don’t think so, for the VAR Protocol is 
that he should only intervene if the referee has made an obvious mistake. That is 
what football signed up for, when it introduced VAR and which was no doubt im-
pressed on VARs prior to the tournament.  
 
Roberto Rosetti’s verdict was that he agreed with the referee and the VAR, say-

ing both had acted correctly, He said the decision was ‘ not a disgrace’ perhaps 

hitting  back at Venger’s outburst. VAR,  he said, is there to help football, not to 

change it. 
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The Premier League continues to evolve the implementation of the role 
of the VAR. Viewers of Premier League games will notice changes in 
three areas: marginal offside, the assistant delaying the flag for offsides 
and ‘principles for decision-making around what challenges by players 
should constitute fouls’. The following article summarises these 
changes, taken from: https://www.premierleague.com/news/2204756 . 
This link contains explanatory videos.  
 

Marginal offsides  
“We have effectively reintroduced the benefit of the doubt to the attack-
ing player,” says Mike Riley, Managing Director of Professional Game 
Match Officials Limited (PGMOL). “So in a really close offside situation 
we carry on following the same processes that we did last year with 
VAR. We apply the one-pixel lines, placing the defending line and then 
the attacking line. We then put on the thicker broadcast lines and where 
they overlap, those situations will now be deemed as onside. So effec-
tively, what we give back to the game is 20 goals that were disallowed 
last season." 
 
There will also be a difference in how VAR decisions on potential off-
sides will be conveyed to TV viewers. In the first two seasons of VAR, 
the Premier League displayed the whole process of the VAR determin-
ing the offside call to broadcasters, who could share with viewers. For 
2021/22, all that will be shared with viewers is the final image confirming 
the decision of offside or not. This process is similar to the one in place 
at UEFA Euro 2020 and other international competitions.  
 

Delaying the flag  
As part of the VAR process last season, Premier League assistant refe-
rees delayed raising their flags when an immediate goalscoring opportu-
nity was likely to occur, even if they thought there had been an offside. 
Once a goal had been scored or the chance had gone, only then would 
the assistants raise their flags to indicate the initial offence. This allows 
the VAR to check to see if the attacker was onside and a goal could then 
be awarded.  
After a season of learning and feedback from players and clubs, the 
2021/22 Premier League assistant referees will raise the threshold for 
what constitutes an immediate and obvious goalscoring opportunity. So, 
for example, an attacking player receiving the ball from an offside posi-
tion down the wing will now be flagged offside by the assistant.   
 

What contact equals a foul?  
Clubs were surveyed by the Premier League in March about VAR, and 
the feedback from there as well as lessons from the past two seasons 
have informed Riley and PGMOL about what sort of contact constitutes 
a foul. " 
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The experience we have had over the last couple of seasons is that the 
Premier League is all about competitive and compelling contact," Riley 
says. "We've lost a bit of that contact sport, probably because of the inter-
vention of VAR. The experience of the Euros has shown that people will 
appreciate it if you allow the game to flow, if you accept that some small 
contacts just aren’t fouls; they are part of the game.”  
 
"And the feedback we've had from clubs and players is to raise that 
threshold, so referees don't go forensically looking for minute contact but 
consider three factors: is there clear and proper contact? Does that con-
tact have a consequence - does it make somebody fall over? Or is the 
motivation of the player to use that little contact to go down? So if you 
have clear contact with clear consequences, that is what you penalise, 
but leave the small things alone, on the pitch and in the VAR Hub." 
 
Courtesy of The Chiltern Referee 
 
Ed  .  Please note the first line of the last paragraph. Obviously Solskjaer 
wasn’t consulted judging by his comments in the Daily Mail “ It’s like play-
ing rugby with these refs”  (Man U v Southampton when Fernandes lost 
the ball to Jack Stephens)    
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Adie Decides to Gird His Loins  
 
The first two weeks of the SCILW are now appointed and are on the website. The 
next few will be announced to the Referees soon along with the GWAFL appoint-
ments. We are running short of Referees so if you can give me extra dates I 
would be most obliged (as will the clubs).   
 
League Handbooks have been distributed for the SCILW and I shall be sending 
out an electronic version for you to keep on your phones. I should get the elec-
tronic version of the GWAFL very soon, as you know there are not hard copies for 
this League. 
 
The dressing table I made for my son’s fiancé was a huge success – she abso-
lutely loves it. She has recently returned from an eight week visit to her parents in 
Hungary so is currently isolating. Plenty of opportunity to load her beauty cosmet-
ics into the unit.  
 
My most recent project was to puppy-proof the upper half of the garden. No, I am 
not getting another job but Diane is looking after a friend’s Cava-poo one day a 
week. It was always good enough to keep both my Labrador and German Pointer 
in check but this little guy would be able to squeeze himself through the trellis so 
more secure designs are required. He came over last week (so that he won’t 
think Diane is abducting him) and could not get out but has discovered plenty of 
flower beds to have a dig in!!!!! 
 
My neighbours of years ago, in their wisdom, planted a Leylandii hedge between 
the properties. This of course means that I have to cut it a couple of times a year 
and as it is almost the length of the garden it takes quite a time. The electric 
hedge-trimmers I have been using are just not up to the job so I girded my loins 
and purchased a petrol driven version. Now, this model is a real meaty one with 
more grunt than a Walls pork sausage! My job this weekend is to start on the 
hedge so I am looking forward to sorting the offending item for the Winter ses-
sion. 
 
I will also have to make a new bird-table as the 
existing one is 12 years old and falling apart. 
Diane has found several designs she likes and 
found a hexagonal version. The usual ‘You can 
make that – you’re a toolmaker’!! Another mathe-
matical project so I am forced to remember my ‘O’ 
level geometry for the calculation of the compound 
angles. I will let you know how this develops. 
 
Keep your availability coming and Keep Safe 
 

Adie 
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AshTaxis 
  6 Seater Taxi 
Airports , Docks, Social Functions
  

           

    Competitive Prices 
   24 hours by appointment 
 
   Contact —Colin Barnett on 
   Tel.  01252 328957 
   Fax  01252 654811 
   Mob  07831 404 066 
   E-mail cbarnett5978184@aol.com  

9th August     `  Society Meeting    Law Amendments   Gareth Heighes 
 
6th September  Society Meeting    Jonty Bolland  
 
4th October  Society Meeting    Tim Lawrence 
 
1st November  Society Meeting     Tim Robinson 
 
13th December  Society Christmas Dinner 
 
2022 
10th January  Society Meeting    Steve Worsley  
 
7th February  Society Meeting    Jim De Rennes  
 
7th March   Society AGM  
 
4th April   Society Meeting    
 
9th May    Society Meeting 
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From whistles to watches, 

flags to record cards, shirts to 
socks, Carl’s got the lot. Help 
support the society and make 
sure you give Carl a call for all 

your refereeing needs   
 

 
 

Price List  
 

Score pads- £1.50 

Referee cards set- £1.50 

Referee cards- 50p each 

Pump- £3.50 

Pressure gage- £3.50 

Pump needle- £1.50 

Lanyards - £3 

Flags- £4.50 

Woking RA Polo Shirt - £12 

Woking RA Hoodie - £18 

Surrey FA badge- £4 

Referee socks- £2.50 

Various Donated Nike Referee Kit and Training Gear   
(make me an offer)  

 

aheather942@aol.com   07903 845694  
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Advice on the prevention of  
Stalking and Harassmentment  

 

Hamish Brown MBE 
 

Retired Scotland Yard Detective Inspector 
 

UK’s leading authority on stalking and harassment. Hamish has been 
personally requested by high profile individuals and organisations to: 

 
Advice and Lecture on this specialist subject 

 
Website: www.hamishbrownmbe.com 

Email: Hamish@hamishbrownmbe.com 

Referees Wanted 
for the 

Farnham & District Sunday 
Veterans League 

 
 
 

If you are interested 
Please call 

 
Colin on 01252 328 953 

Or Linda on 01276 512 735 
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The Soccer Mad Boffins & Keith Hackett 
We at SOCCERMADBOFFINS were delighted to participate 

again in the University of York Festival of Ideas. 
 
Have you ever lost the pea from your whistle? 
KH: "I started off using an ACME THUNDERER WHISTLE but prior to officiat-
ing Inter Milan I was doing some sight seeing in the City centre and was taken 
aback with a very high pitched whistle that she was using. I made enquires and 
learned that it was an Italian Balilla whistle we then approached the officer in 
the centre of the road and my interpreter arranged for me to acquire one after 
he visited the local police station.I used this for the rest of my career. 
Most Premier League referees now use a pealess FOX 40." 
 

You spent some time officiating in the NASL. The NASL is 
known for having introduced some 'local' laws and presenta-
tional aspects to the game. These appear to have been partly 
down to practical situation (i.e., playing on narrow fields origi-
nally designed for American Football) and some to do with the 
expectations of the US sports consumer and advertisers, i.e., 
not keen on the idea of a 0-0 draw. What are your memories 
and reflections of that time?  
 
KH: "In 1981 I was invited to referee on the NORTH AMERICAN SOCCER 
LEAGUE which I readily accepted knowing that the experience of refereeing 24 
games in an eight-week period would accelerate my career. 
 
My base was the famous Waldorf Astoria, New York City but within hours of 
landing and securing my green ticket I was handed a folder full of airline tick-
ets: Tampa Bay Rowdies (Florida) Vancouver Whitecaps, New York Cosmos, 
Tulsa, Portland, San Jose, Chicago Sting were posted on the roster of the first 
sheet. 
 
My referees kit was provided and typical of American sport on the back I had 
the number 8, Guest Referee, my first game was Rowdies v Fort Lauderdale. I 
was driven onto the field in a Police car and the speakers announced has I got 
out of the car that I was Guest Referee Keeeeeeith Haaaackett all the way from 
England.  I gave a wave and then stood at the centre of the field whilst both 
teams were introduced one by one as, they ran out onto the pitch. It went 
something like, “Playing number 10, with 15 goals and three Assists we have 
former England International and Rowdies favourite player Rodney Marsh."  
 
I had received instructions that during each half I had to arrange two one-
minute stoppages so that television could play appropriate ad breaks. I learned 
quickly that when I was going to apply a stoppage I would run to a player on 
the ground and instruct him to stay on the ground, calling for the Physio to 
come on and treat. With my arms above my head a would cross them to inform 
the independent timekeeper to stop the clock for 60 seconds.  After the 60 sec-
onds the television crew standing at the side of the pitch would give me the sig-
nal to say the 60 seconds was up. A strong whistle then got the game under-
way. 
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Some of the games were played in Baseball and American Football Stadiums 
with Chicago’s Wrigley Field and New York Cosmo Giants Stadium remem-
bered with fondness. 
 
I had different pieces of law that the Americans applied to their competition 
which were not supported by FIFA: 
OFFSIDE 
The penalty area front line was extended across to each touchline and offside 
could only be flagged in that part of the field of play.  I remain supportive of that 
because there appeared to be less offside decisions and more excitement has 
wingers often gained possession of the ball inside their own half of the field of 
play and made dashing runs down the wings. 
 
PENALTY SHOOT OUT TO DETERMINE THE WINNER OF THE MATCH 
The field markings had a line in each half 35 yards away from the goal line. A 
countdown clock would be positioned close to the starting point of the player 
taking the penalty kick, The goalkeeper was positioned on the goal line. When I 
blew the whistle the attacker started to run with the ball. The goalkeeper could 
now run off his line to defend his goal or even make a challenge for the ball. 
The player taking the kick had to get his shot off within 5 seconds. Interestingly I 
loved it and of course no game could end in a draw. When the MLS was formed 
they operated the same shoot out procedure but later withdrew it. 
 
There were of course a variety of International players from Europe and South 
America across most of the teams, I recall on one game heading for Giants Sta-
dium stuck in traffic in Lincoln Tunnel. The cab driver recognised someone who 
was running with a pair of soccer boots in his hands. He wound down the win-
dow and shouted for the runner to get in the cab. It was Carlos Alberto the Bra-
zil team captain who a few years earlier had lifted the famous World Cup Tro-
phy. The cab driver explained that I was the ref for the game. 
 
We shook hands, smiled and with a couple of hundred yards to get to the Sta-
dium entrance I jumped out of the cab and walked the rest of the way.  
 
In that game I produced an early yellow card to the Cosmo number nine who 
responded by shouting and standing like a Toreador, “Do you know who I am, 
no I said, but I do need your name, I am the famous GEORGIO CHINAGLIA.” 
He was not happy and uttered a few swear words has he walked away.  
 
After the game he came to my dressing room and I was expecting him to have a 
go at me. To my amazement he asked if I would give him my yellow card. I 
handed it over and he shouted “You crazy Englishmen, no one shows Georgio 
a yellow card. Playing that day alongside Carlos Alberto was Franz Beckenbaur 
and Julio Cesar Romero. Paraguay International.." 
 
The above is a just a couple of the questions posed to Keith Hackett by 
the Soccermadboffins of York University  and spotted in Mal Davies V & A  
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Euros and VAR  
 

Keith Hiller (aka Red Card Wilie) and editor of The Normidian  asked the mem-
bers of the North Middlesex Referees’ Society the following questions and asked 
for their thoughts. 
1. Euros 2020 - Football almost came home! I feel the officials have been out-
standing but not too sure Sterling did not dive against Denmark! What do you 
think of the referee's performances? 
 2. Do you want VAR next season.......yes or no? Is it working? 
 
Terry Flack kindly submitted the following – 
 
 1. Yes, football almost came home and if we had played without ‘fear’ we could 
have won the tournament. We had favourable group matches and a favourable 
run in plus most of our matches were at home at Wembley. But Gareth South-
gate’s team selection upset me as I thought here we go again playing with ‘fear’ 
with five defenders in the semis and the final. I felt he left our skilful players and 
match winners on the bench. These games are a one off and should have been 
played as such. The eventual winners Italy were no world beaters but must have 
‘rubbed their hands’ at seeing our line-up for the final. Mr Southgate talks a good 
talk like many of his predecessors. Brian Clough and Jackie Charlton as manag-
ers would have played a team with ‘no fear’ but they were never given the op-
portunity. Looking at the Stirling penalty I felt Denmark were naive. Stirling was 
surrounded by three Danish defenders going nowhere and there was no need to 
challenge him at that time. Not even the pundits mentioned this as they dis-
cussed the incident. (Editor’s comments - I am sure we all would have loved to 
have seen Clough or Charlton manage the England team!) 
 
2. VAR is not for me. We already have the game slowed down with free kicks 
that take forever. How many quick free kicks do you see these days? Not many! 
There seems to be no advantage in today’s free kicks and enough time to make 
a cup of tea! 16 16 I thought they were going to speed up the game but the tak-
ing of the free kicks seems to take longer and longer. The laws of our good 
game have stood for many years but now they are changed every year without 
fail and sometimes even after the season has started! The offside rule has gone 
back fifty years. You could not make it up. Who are these people who tinker 
each season with the laws of the game and ruin our beautiful game? Now the 
USA and Sky TV are looking at the game and considering more substitutes be-
ing used and having more players on the bench as they do in the states. What a 
joke! Can you imagine how some managers would ‘milk’ this situation and ruin 
the last ten minutes of every game. This was cause even more stoppages. I will 
leave you with this thought…..when was the last time a manager when inter-
viewed mentioned entertainment? Sorry but I am not really grumpy but just sad 
to see the game that’s been my life strangled and ruined. To all referees have a 
good season. 
 
 Terry Flack writing in The Normidian  
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